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OW DID IT GET SO LATE SO SOON?  That is the question 
posed by one of America’s most famous Lutherans, the 

late Theodore S. Geisel, known 
to his many enthusiasts as Dr. Seuss: 

How did it get so late so soon?  
It’s night before it’s afternoon.  
December is here before it’s June.  
My goodness how the time has flewn.  
How did it get so late so soon? 

How did it get so late so soon? Seuss wrote 
that question not long before he died, and it 
may reflect his own sense of things coming to an end. 

It is a question about December, the year’s end and the month of 
the winter solstice, the darkest day of the year.  It is also a ques-
tion about the season of Advent, the first season of the Christian 
year – and one that begins, paradoxically, with a meditation on 
the “last things,” the promised return of the Lord.  

But then, right in the middle, things change. 

The season that opens with the end of time ends with the begin-
ning of eternity, as we hear the story of the Word becoming flesh 
in a virgin’s womb, of angels bursting forth from heaven to sing a 
song of peace. 

As Advent gives way to Christmas, we see that darkness and even 
death will ultimately be conquered by the light and life of Jesus 
Christ, with whom it is always the dawn of a new day.  
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THE INVITING CHURCH 
Why Invite? 
Research shows, over and over, that there is one highly effective way to 
make a congregation grow: personal invitation. A classic study, reported 
by Roy Oswald in How Visitors Come to Church, compares the reasons 
that people were first drawn to a particular congregation: 

• 2% by advertisement 
• 6% by the pastoral invitation 
• 6% by organized evangelism campaign 
• 86% by friends or relatives 

Another study found that 37% of Christians linked their personal con-
version to being invited to church. An invitation can change somebody’s 
life! 

How to Invite? 
Pastor Dave Daubert, of Eighth Day Ministries, offers some advice on 
how to invite your friends to Our Saviour.  
One of his suggestions is: don’t maroon your guests! 
Pastor Daubert once saw a woman sitting in a pew, craning her neck in 
every direction, and ultimately looking disappointed.  A friend had in-
vited her to church, and she was looking for that friend – who went to 
another service! 
He suggests that, when you invite somebody, you  

• Tell them when you will be at the church, so they can meet you 
there 

• Offer to pick them up if they aren’t sure about directions 
• Make plans for some conversation afterward – maybe brunch? 

An Inviting Tool 
We have printed up hundreds of busi-
ness cards just like this one for mem-
bers of OSLC to use when they invite 
friends to worship. Pick up five or ten 
the next time you are in church! 
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WORSHIP   
The LORD said to Solomon: “I have chosen and consecrated this house 
so that my name may be there for ever; my eyes and my heart will be 

there for all time.” –2 Chronicles 7 

 
CHRISTMAS SERVICE TIMES 

Christmas Eve 
is Tuesday, December 24th 
4:00 pm (Family Service) 

7:00 pm (Organ and Choir) 
10:30:pm (Ensemble) 

Christmas Day 
is Wednesday, December 25th 

11:00 am 
 
Special Advent Event! 
DUO HARP CONCERT BY CANDLELIGHT  
with the Baroque Recorder Consort 
Sunday, December 15th , 4:00pm at Our Saviour  ♫ FREE  
Come enliven your holiday spirit by listening to the enchanting sounds 
of two harps playing seasonal duet music by candlelight!  
The harp duo of Brian Stevenson and Cheryl Roeske will bring a beauti-
ful program of holiday music, along with the Baroque Recorder Con-
sort's Christmas favorites!  
The two groups will join forces to end the concert with an audience 
sing-along to one of the season's most beloved hymns. (Any guesses?) 
Please invite your family, friends and neighbors!  



 4 

LEARNING 
“IMMENSITY CLOISTERED” 
An Adult Bible Study on the Christmas Stories 
On the Sundays of Advent (Dec. 1, 8, 15 & 22), Pastor Michael will teach a 
class on the Christmas stories.  From the Prophets to the four Evange-
lists (or at least three of them), the Scriptures weave a rich and complex 
tapestry as they describe the coming of our Lord. 
Join us at 9:15am each Sunday in the Daughters of God room. 

SERVICE 
How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and 

sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses to help? (1 John 3:17) 
 
 

OUR FOOD PANTRY NEEDS YOU! 
Along with other local church groups, OSLC do-
nates much of our Food Pantry to Fauquier 
County Food Distribution Coalition (FCFDC). 
We also give food to those in need who come 
to the church, as well as to seniors at Warren-
ton Manor.  
We also accept donations and gift cards for 
groceries and non-food items like toiletries and 
cleaning supplies. We do not accept expired items 
and perishables, but most any canned (prefer pop-tops), 
packaged or jarred (plastic, please) foods are needed.  
The following is a list of items that are most needed:  

ü Peanut butter  
ü Canned pasta or entrees 

(Chef Boyardee, etc.)  
ü Canned meats such as tuna, 

chicken, ham, roast beef 
hash, etc.  

ü Canned or dried beans  
ü Canned fruit    

ü Pasta and sauce 
ü Soup   
ü Cereal (low or no sugar are 

best) 
ü Packaged side dishes like 

mac & cheese, rice pilaf 
ü Healthy snacks (no nuts, 

please, due to allergies)



   

 
BE AN ANGEL THIS CHRISTMAS  
Through Senior Angels!  
This Christmas, Social Ministry and ECHO are teaming up to provide 
gift cards to our friends at Warrenton Manor. How do you do this? Sim-
ple!  

• Sign-up by selecting one or more pre-labeled Christmas cards af-
ter services in the coming weeks.  

• Write a personalized note to your senior(s).  
• Return the card and $20 designated to Senior Angels in your of-

fering.  
• If you can, please join us at the Christmas get-together Sunday, 

December 22 at 2:00 p.m. at Warrenton Manor so that you can 
meet and greet your senior(s) -- and Santa! 

What is our history with Warrenton Manor? Warrenton Manor provides 
Section 8 subsidized housing through 68 apartments in Warrenton. 
Food Distribution has been delivering food to Warrenton Manor resi-
dents almost from its inception. Social Ministry has provided Senior 
Angels to a number of Warrenton Manor residents over the years. 
ECHO (OSLC’s Experienced Christians Helping Others/Ourselves) has 
been providing monthly meals and programming to Warrenton Manor 
since 2015.   
Why would you want to consider becoming an Angel to a Senior? It is part of 
our call in Matthew 25 to help the least of these. It will enrich your life as 
well! People who have participated with our Warrenton Manor friends 
tell of the joy of getting to know the residents. Sponsoring can give you a 
chance to join in spreading Christmas Spirit by meeting and talking 
with your Senior. It will give you an opportunity to be present in some-
one’s life who will be truly grateful for your time. 
Look for Senior Angel announcements at our services and mark your 
calendar for 12/22. For more information, contact Tom and Donna 
Bartkiewicz (540)349-9753 or Marian Rognlien (703)754-9221. 
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SOCIAL MINISTRY ACTIVITIES 
October-November 2019 
Food Distribution:  

• 75 households  
• 118 individuals,  
• 17 under 18,  
• 60 over 60;  
• 13 boxes to families in local 

motels (Oct) 
 
People Helping People:  

• $4,975 for rent and utilities  
• $1,025 total income for 

month  
 
Assisted:  

• 21 families  
• 26 adults  
• 26 children  
• OSLC volunteer hours -- 68 (Oct) 

 
November Activities: Boy Scouts annual food drive delivered ap-

proximately 500 pounds of food to the Food 
Bank! Thank you to our Boy Scouts troop for 
such a tremendous effort!  
Operation Christmas Child (OCC) filled 166 
boxes with toys, school supplies, personal hy-
giene items, and clothing. Thanks to Ashley 
Keapproth and Julie Knisely for heading up 
this effort! 

December Activities:  We will provide a meal at Fauquier Health 
nursing home on December 10. Please contact 
Elfie Schmid, (540) 937-5315, if you can help. 
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YOUTH  
How can young people keep their way pure? 

   By guarding it according to your word. (Psalm 119:19) 
 

 

WINTER CELEBRATION  
January 24-26, 2020 at Eagle Eyrie Retreat Center in Lynchburg 
Winter Celebration is a gathering of several hundred 9th–12th graders 
and their adult advisors for Large Group and Small Group experiences 
with lots of worship, singing, and faith sharing. There is also a chunk of 
Free Time on Saturday when the “Open Mike/Talent Show” is held. 
And in the evening, there is time to relax in your Cottage and talk with 
the other youth and adults.  
Registration Fee: $160 ($150 if postmarked on or before December 16, 
2019). To register online or print registration forms for mailing, visit  
www.vasynod.org/event/winter-celebration. For more information, 
please talk with Pastor Terri.  
 

MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH EVENTS! 
Sunday night youth groups: 

Dec. 1 No youth group (Thanksgiving weekend) 
Dec. 8 HS Youth Athletic Games 
Dec. 15 HS/MS Laid-back Youth Group with Study Hall & Quiet 

Games 
Dec. 22 TBD 
Dec. 29 No youth group 

  
* NOTE: 12/20-22 are performances of the First Noel Live youth Christ-
mas play 
Come support the Sunday School children with their Christmas Pag-
eant on December 8, 10:30 a.m. 
Missing Winter Olympics? Don’t worry, it’s happening in January 2020! 
Got ideas for outings or other fun things to do at our Sunday Night 
events?  Let me know!  Blessings from Pastor Terri (pastor.terri@oslc-
warrenton.org; 540-347-3224) 
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COMMUNITY 
Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at 

home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the 
goodwill of all the people. (Acts 2:46-47) 

 

SING IN THE SEASON WITH MEN’S GROUP 
AND ECHO 
Saturday, December 7, 9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 

ECHO (Experienced Christians Helping Our-
selves and Others) senior group will meet on 
Saturday, December 7 from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 
a.m. to have some holiday fun.  
We will eat a great brunch supplied by the 
Men’s Group and ECHO planning committee. 
We will then sing Christmas Carols under the 
direction of Dean Kolb and the piano playing 
of Bettie Shiflett at about 10 AM.  

Please sign up by Sunday, November 24 at church or contact Marian 
Rognlien at marian1717@comcast.net or (703) 754-9221. 

 “STOUP” -- IT’S WHAT’S FOR DINNER 
Potluck Saturday, December 7 
Bring your favorite hearty soup, stew or "stoup" 
for our December potluck on Saturday, Decem-
ber 7, after the 5:30 p.m. service. Maybe it is a 
beef stew or kale stoup. How about a vegetarian 
vegetable soup or a chicken corn chowder?  
If you would rather, you can bring a salad or 
dessert or another dish to share.   We will have 
crackers, bread and cheese to go with soups.  
Come even if you don't have a dish to share or 
don't usually come to the Saturday service. 
Clean-up help is always appreciated. For additional information, please 
contact Tamar Yager at tamaryager@gmail.com or (540) 631-7222.  
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OSLC Receives $6,500 Grant 
Virginia Synod Fund for Mission Supports Volunteer 
Management 
Our Saviour will receive $6,500 to create a volunteer management min-
istry to help connect and serve the greater community and create oppor-
tunities to share the story of Jesus through service in the world. 
Wanting to generate and encourage a synod of missional activity, the 
Synod Council has set aside the funds from the sale of a former church 
property in Virginia Beach and the funds from the sale of property in 
Chesterfield to be used to create an ongoing source of mission grants for 
new expressions of ministry.  
A new expression of ministry could look like:  a new worship location, a 
new worship style, a new feeding ministry, a new after school program, 
or a community faith formation event. A new expression of ministry will 
involve sharing the gospel outside the walls and boundaries of existing 
congregations. A new expression of ministry would not typically include 
items like facility repairs or oth-
er activities which would in ef-
fect reach only current mem-
bers of our congregations.  
The intent is for new neighbor-
hoods, new communities, and 
new people to have access to the 
gospel through these grants. 
 

WHAT IS THE VIRGINIA SYNOD? 
The Virginia Synod is a gathering of 145 Lutheran congregations in our 
state (excluding the metro DC region). Its bishop is the Rev. Robert 
Humphrey, and its office is on the campus of Roanoke College. 
The word “synod” comes from Greek words for people who are “on the 
same road.” It has been used among Christians to describe a regional 
council, a church body, or – among many Lutherans in the United 
States – a local judicatory. Other Christians might use the words “dis-
trict” or “diocese” the same way.  The Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America includes 65 synods.  
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Past Quarter 2019 Income and Expenses 

 TOTAL 
OFFERING 

TOTAL 
EXPENDITURES 

AUGUST 2019 $  43,025 $  33,268 
   
SEPTEMBER 2019 $  37,169 $  35,394 
   
OCTOBER 2019 $  27,681 $  32,696 
   
YTD $ 348,895 $ 344,028 

 
AVERAGE MONTHLY OFFERING NEEDED:  $ 35,500 
 
As mentioned last month, our focus for the next 2 months will be 
supporting those in need throughout the world who require a little 
extra help at this time. Quilts and health kits have been delivered to 
Baltimore where Lutheran World Relief and Lutheran Disaster 
Response will deliver them wherever they are needed.  
And soon to be delivered will be our new this year project of  bright-
ening Christmas for children who may not have any expectations for 
this time of year through Operation Christmas Child. Thanks to the 
help of the congregation, the goal of 150 boxes was surpassed by 16 
boxes and those boxes will be delivered soon to Samaritan’s Purse, 
also in Baltimore. 
I hope many of you were able to attend the Congregational meeting 
in late November in which the Ministry Plan for next year was dis-
cussed and voted on. 

  

THE FINANCE CORNER 
B0nnie McQuillan, Treasurer 
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NEW COUNCIL MEMBERS 
At our November meeting, OSLC elected two new members to the Con-
gregation Council: Tom Jordan and Jason Ashby. 
Four serving members were re-elected: Troy Stansell, Rod Kastrup, 
Cathy Cogdill, and Ken McIlvoy. 
We are grateful to these six, and to all those who serve in these challeng-
ing positions. 

OSLC INCREASES MISSION SUPPORT 
Making Ministry Happen in Virginia and Beyond 
In 2020, Our Saviour plans to share $47,255 in mission support for the 
larger ministry of the church. This is an increase of 3.32% over 2019. God 
has blessed us and we are happy to share those blessings to support 
ministry outside our walls. Because of our congregation’s generous mis-
sion support shared with the Virginia Synod, ministry happens.  
At the November meeting of our 
congregation, we learned that 2019 
was our best year ever for financial 
stewardship. It is our joy to share a 
portion of that giving with the 
greater church. 
In Virginia, our congregation’s mis-
sion support gift provides scholar-
ships to seminary students, sup-
ports ministry with young people, 
creates learning opportunities for 
individuals and congregations and 
allows for the Virginia Synod staff 
to be a resource to our congregation 
on issues like calling a pastor, creating congregational vitality, and con-
stitutional issues.  
The Virginia Synod shares a portion of our gift to enable the ELCA to 
undertake ministries that our congregation could not do alone like de-
veloping new congregations and providing resources for existing con-
gregations. This is a wonderful witness by our congregation to the ways 
that we walk together as God’s people around the state and around the 
world. 
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