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CHRISTMAS IS NOT PAST! Most Lutherans know that the Feast of 
the Nativity is more than one single night of candles and carols. It 
is is a twelve-day season, which continues until January 5. 

And after these twelve 
days (immortalized by 
the song about drum-
mers drumming and la-
dies dancing), comes 
the Feast of the Epiph-
any, on which we re-
member the Wise Men 
coming to adore the holy infant, and to bring him their gifts. This 
feast is older than Christmas, and in some parts of the world is 
still considered the more important of the two.  

Together, the Christmas and Epiphany seasons add up to forty 
days. Just as Advent is a sort of “mini-Lent,” the Christmas and 
Epipohany time is a sort of shortened reflection of the fifty-day 
Easter season. 

But in a bigger, less strictly calendrical sense, Christmas never 
really ends, does it?  Christ has been born, and still lives. God has 
taken on human flesh once and for all, and by becoming like us 
has urged us all to become just a little more like Him. 

So let our kindness, our generosity and our joy continue. Let us 
keep Christmas, not for one day or for twelve, but for all the days 
of our lives. 
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WORSHIP   
The LORD said to Solomon: “I have chosen and consecrated this house 

so that my name may be there for ever; my eyes and my heart will be 

there for all time.” –2 Chronicles 7 

 
Join us for Worship services every Saturday at 5:30pm and Sunday at 8:00 & 10:30 am! 

THE EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD 
Or “Three Kings Day” – 4 & 5 January 
The feast of Epiphany (“manifestation”) concludes the Christmas season 
with a celebration of God’s glory revealed in the person of Jesus Christ.  

 Like the light of the star that guided the magi to Jesus, the light of Christ 
reveals who we are: children of God who are claimed and washed in the 
waters of baptism. We are sent out to be beacons of the light of Christ, 
sharing the good news of God’s love to all people. 

 

THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 
11 & 12 January 
In the waters of the Jordan, Jesus is revealed as the 
beloved Son of God. Through this great epiphany, 
Jesus fulfills all righteousness and becomes the 
servant of God who will bring forth justice and be 
a light to the nations.  

In the waters of baptism we too are washed by the 
Word, anointed by the Spirit, and named God’s 
beloved children. To celebrate the weekend, try to 
find out the date of your own baptism. 
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LEARNING 
“COMPANIONS OF CHRIST” 
An Adult Bible Study on the Winter Feast Days 
What exactly is the Feast of the Name of Jesus? Why do we talk about St. 
Stephen right after we celebrate Christmas? 

There is a fascinating inner logic to the holy days of winter, and Pastor 
Michael will try to open it up for us on Sunday mornings at 9:15. Join 
him in the Daughters of God Room (Classroom 6 off the Fellowship 
Hall) on Sunday mornings every Sunday in January and February. 

SERVICE 
How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and 

sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses to help? (1 John 3:17) 
 

 

SENIOR ANGELS, THANK YOU! 
On behalf of ECHO, Social Ministry, and the residents of Warrenton 
Manor, THANK YOU!  

You helped provide Christmas cheer to 82 people at Warrenton Manor.  
Making the connection between the seniors and you, the angels, worked 
even better than we hoped.  It helped further strengthen the bonds be-
tween us.   

This year’s party at Warrenton Manor was a huge hit. Santa, our very 
own Paul Lockhart, made balloon animals and helped give Christmas 
cards to residents.  Many residents sat on St. Nick’s lap to tell him their 
Christmas wishes.   

The financial gift we included in each of the cards was greatly appreci-
ated, too.  “This made my day,”  “Oh, my, this will come in handy” and 
other comments could be heard.  It’s true: the gift does make a differ-
ence. One year, one resident said she was able to spend Christmas with 
her sister in PA because of the gift we were able to provide.  

At the end of the party, the residents presented us with a signed poster, 
now hanging in the fellowship hall, expressing their thanks back to Our 
Saviour.  Once again, thank you, each and every one. 
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SOCIAL MINISTRY ACTIVITIES 
November-December 2019 
Food Baskets filled: 2  
Gas / Grocery Cards Given: 4 
 
Food Distribution:  

• 84 households  
• 149 individuals,  
• 30 under 18,  
• 65 over 60 

 

People Helping People: num-
bers not available at press-time. 
 
January Activities: We will pro-
vide a meal at Fauquier Health 
nursing home on January 14, 
2020. Please contact Elfie 
Schmid, (540) 937-5315, if you can 
help. 

YOUTH  
How can young people keep their way pure? 

   By guarding it according to your word. (Psalm 119:19) 

 
 

MIDDLE SCHOOLERS CARE FOR D.C. NEEDY 
Sunday, January 5, 8-11:30am.  
PALMS youth will hop in the OSLC bus to deliver hats, gloves, and a lot 
of love to homeless and other neighbors in need in the nation's capital. 
Contact Rick Ducharme for more details. 

OSLC YOUTH WINTER OLYMPICS 
Sunday, January 12, at 6:00 pm 
Join in the fun as we hold our own “Winter Olympics” for youth from 6th 
grade through 12th grade. We’ll be competing indoors in our own version 
of Olympic sports. Event may include luge, hockey, skiing, and more. If 
there is real snow outside, we may make snowball throwing an event!  

Bring your favorite beverage or snack, your friends, and your coopera-
tive and competitive spirit. RSVP to Pastor Terri or Krista Coyner.  

30 HOUR FAMINE IS COMING 
The 30 Hour Famine is February 28-29, 2020. Plan to attend, plan to save 
lives! Contact Carolyn Kiser or Tom Bartkiewicz to learn how. 
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MANY THANKS 
To all the musicians and worship assistants who made our Christmas 
Eve services so beautiful. Many of you were busy, worried, even feel-
ing sickly. Like anybody, you could have chosen to be somewhere else. 
But you made worship a priority – and gave a gift to the whole church. 

-OSLC Worship Team 
 

Dear Members and Friends of OSLC, 
Thank you so much for your generous gifts of time, talents, tasty 
treats, the staff offering, cards, and more during the holy days! You 
helped make our spirits bright! 

-Pastor Michael and Pastor Terri 

WINTER CELEBRATION  
January 24-26, 2020 at Eagle Eyrie Retreat Center in Lynchburg 

Winter Celebration is a gathering of several hundred 9th–12th graders 
and their adult advisors for Large Group and Small Group experiences 
with lots of worship, singing, and faith sharing. There is also a chunk of 
Free Time on Saturday when the “Open Mike/Talent Show” is held. 
And in the evening, there is time to relax in your Cottage and talk with 
the other youth and adults.  

Registration Fee: $160. To register online or print registration forms for 
mailing, visit  www.vasynod.org/event/winter-celebration. For more in-
formation, please talk with Pastor Terri.  
 

YOUTH IN MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL  
Regular youth groups: 

• Weekly, 9:25a Sunday School for HS and for MS youth 
• Jan. 5, 8a PALMS delivers warmth to DC 
• Jan. 12, 6p Youth Winter Olympics 
• Jan. 26  No Youth Group due to the annual Winter  

  Celebration weekend retreat (see info. above) 

Got ideas for outings or other fun things to do at our youth events?  Let 
me know! Blessings from Pastor Terri (pastor.terri@oslc-warrenton.org) 

http://www.vasynod.org/event/winter-celebration
mailto:pastor.terri@oslc-warrenton.org
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COMMUNITY 
 
 

START THE NEW YEAR RIGHT  
Have breakfast twice in one day! 
Men’s Breakfast at 8am; Potluck at 6:30pm, Saturday, January 4 

Men and boys, talk with Frank Schmid for the Men’s Breakfast plans.  

For the Potluck, everyone brings your favorite breakfast casserole, fruit 
salad, biscuits and gravy, sausage or bacon, or pastry for dessert after the 
5:30 p.m. service. All are welcome! Enjoy fun, kinship and food with old 
friends and new friends! Clean-up help is always appreciated. For addi-
tional information, please contact Tamar Yager tamaryager@gmail.com.  

QUILT MINISTRY 
Ready for 2020… A new season of Quilt-
ing for Lutheran World Relief 
We will continue to meet on the 2nd Saturday (9am-
noon) and following Tuesday (12:30-3:00 pm) of each 
month, January through September, in the Fellowship Hall. Anyone 
wishing to commit their talent and/or time to this very worthy and ful-
filling ministry, please contact Andrea Mutterer or Phyllis Herrington. 
 

Quilt Drawing Fundraiser January 4th-5th  
Kicking off our new season of Quilting will be our fundraiser drawings 
for two (2) Quilts. The selected Quilts will be on display and tickets 
available in the Narthex before/after all the services on January 4 & 
5. The drawings will be held the afternoon of January 5 Volunteers are 
needed to help at the information/ticket table. Please let Andrea Mut-
terer or Phyllis Herrington know if you can help. 
 

Squares, squares and more fabric squares…   
Did you realize our 265 Quilts on display at the Blessing of the Quilts 
services represented 12,720 hand cut squares? Special thanks to Paula, 
Will, Andrea and Tom for their diligent cutting. We now have 24 boxes 
of squares waiting to be packaged! The next “Counting 48” will be an-
nounced soon! 
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Past Quarter 2019 Income and Expenses 

 TOTAL 
OFFERING 

TOTAL 
EXPENDITURES 

SEPTEMBER 2019 $  37,169 $  35,394 
   

OCTOBER 2019 $  27,681 $  32,696 
   

NOVEMBER 2019 $  30,898 $  35,674 
   

YTD $ 379,793 $ 379,703 
 

AVERAGE MONTHLY OFFERING NEEDED:  $ 35,500 

As we go into the last month of our fiscal year, it seems we are 
always asking for a donation for one thing or another – but all for 
such worthy causes in the service of Our Lord. And on top of that 
is support for the General Operating Fund, which seems relent-
less in keeping up with the operational costs.  

But we know God will provide if we are careful stewards.  

The last of our building’s original furnaces gave out this month, 
but thanks to monies that were donated over the past few years, 
we were able to cover the $11,000+ cost. However, we will need to 
start building up that Capital Repair and Renovation Fund once 
again in the new year. 

Thanks to everyone who so generously participated in the year-
end projects this year. We will have 2019 totals next month, but 
as you can see from the Year-to-Date figures above, we have not 
overspent! 

 

  

THE FINANCE CORNER 
B0nnie McQuillan, Treasurer 
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