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ABOUT PALM SUNDAY 
 
In the late 300s, a Spanish nun named Egeria made a pilgrimage to the 
Holy Land.  She was lucky enough to be in Jerusalem during Holy 
Week and Easter. We, in turn, are lucky enough to have her 
descriptions of the ceremonies that she witnessed, many of which are 
echoed in our own liturgy. 
 
Palm Sunday was a long day filled with many worship services, but 
the highlight was a procession by the whole worshiping community, 
which Egeria describes vividly: 
 

And as four in the afternoon approaches, the passage from the Gospel is 
read, where the children, carrying branches and palms, met the Lord, 
saying “Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord.”   
The bishop rises, and all the people with him, and they all go on foot 
from the top of the Mount of Olives, all the people going before him with 
hymns and antiphons, answering one to another: Blessed is He that 
cometh in the name of the Lord. 
And all the children in the neighborhood, even those who are too young 
to walk, are carried by their parents on their shoulders, all of them 
bearing branches, some of palms and some of olives, and thus the bishop 
is escorted in the same manner as the Lord was of old. 
All the people – women and men, rich and poor -- accompany the 
bishop all the way on foot in this manner, making these responses, from 
the top of the mount to the city, and thence through the whole city to 
the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, going very slowly lest the people 
should be wearied; and thus they arrive at a late hour.  

Our own blessing of palms -- and the procession of the choir and of 
our children, when circumstances allow -- is a simple reminder of 
those glorious outdoor marches. 
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GATHERING 
BLESSING THE PALMS 
The blessing takes place outside the church doors. 
The presiding minister introduces the service of the day.  
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other. 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 

A brief silence is kept. 
We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through 
our Savior Jesus Christ. 
Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was 
proclaimed messiah and king by those who spread 
garments and branches along his way. 
Bless now ✚ these branches and those who carry them. 
Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross, 
so that, joined to his death and resurrection, we enter into 
life with you; through the same Jesus Christ, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 

The assisting minister addresses the assembly. 
Let us go forth in peace, 
in the name of Christ. Amen. 

PROCESSION WITH PALMS 
As the people enter the church, they repeat: 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
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APOSTOLIC GREETING     (2 Corinthians 13:14) 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 

GATHERING HYMN       All Glory, Laud and Honor            ELW 344 
(Stanzas 1 & 2) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The presiding minister offers the Prayer of the Day. 

Let us pray. 
Sovereign God, you have established your rule in the 
human heart through the servanthood of Jesus Christ. By 
your Spirit, keep us in the joyful procession of those who 
with their tongues confess Jesus as Lord and with their lives 
praise him as Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

The assembly is seated. 

THE FIRST READING   Zechariah 9:9-12 

A reading from Zechariah 
9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, 

O daughter Jerusalem!  
Lo, your king comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he, 

humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a 
donkey. 

10 He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the 
warhorse from Jerusalem; and the battle-bow shall be cut 
off, and he shall command peace to the nations; 

his dominion shall be from sea to sea, and from the River to 
the ends of the earth. 

11 As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant 
with you, I will set your prisoners free from the waterless 
pit. 

12 Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today I 
declare that I will restore to you double. 
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The reading concludes:  
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

THE PSALM     Ps. 118:22-29 
22The same stone which the builders rejected* 

has become the chief cornerstone. 
23This is the LORD’s doing, 

and it is marvelous in our eyes. 
24On this day the LORD has acted;* 

we will rejoice and be glad in it. 
25Hosanna, LORD, hosanna!* 

LORD, send us now success. 
26Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord; 

we bless you from the house of the LORD. 
27God is the LORD; he has shined upon us; 

form a procession with branches up to the horns of the 
altar. 

28“You are my God, and I will thank you; 
you are my God, and I will exalt you.” 

29Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; 
his mercy endures forever. 

 
THE SECOND READING    Philippians 2:5-11 

A reading from Philippians. 
5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
 6who, though he was in the form of God, 
  did not regard equality with God 
  as something to be exploited, 
 7but emptied himself, 
  taking the form of a slave, 
  being born in human likeness. 
 And being found in human form, 
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  8he humbled himself 
  and became obedient to the point of death— 
  even death on a cross. 
 
 9Therefore God also highly exalted him 
  and gave him the name 
  that is above every name, 
 10so that at the name of Jesus 
  every knee should bend, 
  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 11and every tongue should confess 
  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
  to the glory of God the Father. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel 

 
GOSPEL        St. Matthew 1-11 

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
1When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached 
Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two 
disciples, 2saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, 
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and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with 
her; untie them and bring them to me. 3If anyone says 
anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And 
he will send them immediately.” 4This took place to fulfill 
what had been spoken through the prophet, saying, 
 

 5“Tell the daughter of Zion, 
 Look, your king is coming to you, 
  humble, and mounted on a donkey, 
   and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 
 
6The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed 
them; 7they brought the donkey and the colt, and put their 
cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8A very large crowd 
spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches 
from the trees and spread them on the road. 9The crowds 
that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting, 
 

 “Hosanna to the Son of David! 
  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
 Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
 

10When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, 
asking, “Who is this?” 11The crowds were saying, “This is the 
prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 

The gospel concludes: 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
An assisting minister invites the assembly to pray for those in need 
Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we 

pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 
A brief silence. 
God of mercy, give your church bold and joyful words to 

speak, that we sustain the weary with the message of your 
redemption. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
God of mercy, protect us from disease and untimely death. 

Prosper the work of doctors, nurses, scientists, and 
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researchers who answer the challenge of COVID-19 and so 
many other ailments. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
God of mercy, drive away fear and anger that cause us to turn 

against one another. Draw together those divided by nation, 
faith or faction, and help us work together for the good of all 
humanity. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
God of mercy, send your saving help to all who suffer abuse, 

insult, discrimination, or contempt. Heal the wounded. 
Comfort the dying. Bring peace to those suffering chronic or 
terminal illness. Tend to all who cry out for relief (especially). 
Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
God of mercy, when we breathe our last, you raise us to 

eternal life. With all your witnesses in heaven and on earth 
(especially), let us boldly confess the name of Jesus Christ, 
our resurrection and our hope. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our 

prayers as we commend them to you; through Christ our 
Lord. 

Amen. 
 
PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
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MEAL 
OFFERING 
As the offering is presented, we stand and sing.      (Psalm 51) 

 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
The assisting minister offers this or a similar prayer. 

Let us pray. [A brief silence] 
 
Merciful God, receive the sacrifice of our praise and 
thanksgiving and the offering of our lives, that 
following in the way of the cross, we may know the 
joy of the resurrection; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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DIALOGUE  
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to 
give thanks. 

 
  

Hosanna! 
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PREFACE 
The presiding minister continues with the Preface of the season. 
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SANCTUS  

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
The presiding minister offers a sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 

Holy God, 
our maker and our sovereign, 
we bless and magnify you. 

You blessed us of old with your Law and your Prophets. 
 

We praise you for Christ, your Word made flesh, who 
lived among us to reveal the power of love. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
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shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, 

his triumphant entry into Jerusalem, his death and his 
resurrection, 
we await the day when he enters our world anew to 
reign with love and justice. 

Pour out your Spirit on this holy food 
and on all the baptized, both gathered here and 
spread throughout the world: 
and make us worthy subjects of your Son’s Kingdom.  
 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 

Amen 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
The presiding minister may introduce the Lord’s Prayer. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The presiding minister invites the assembly to the table in the words 
of the Eastern liturgy: 

Holy things for a holy people. 
Jesus Christ is the Holy One.  

The assembly may be seated.  
COMMUNION OF THE FAITHFUL 
All baptized Christians present are welcome to receive Christ in his 
Supper.   
 
 
AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
Those who cannot be present in body may offer this prayer, and 
trust that Christ is with them in faith and love.  
 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in Holy 
Communion, according to your promise. I love you above 
all things and I desire you in my soul. Since I cannot now 
receive you in the sacrament, come to my heart in the spirit. 
I embrace you now as if you were here, and unite myself 
wholly to you. Never let me be separated from you. Amen. 
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COMMUNION SONG:   Agnus Dei            (St. John 1:29) 

 
BLESSING 
After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands. The 
presiding minister gives a table blessing. 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assisting minister offers this or a similar prayer. 

Let us pray. [A brief pause] 
 
Compassionate God, you have fed us with the 
bread of heaven. The death of your Son gives us 
hope and strengthens our faith. May his 
resurrection give us perseverance and lead us to 
salvation. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BENEDICTION 
The presiding minister blesses the assembly in the name of the 
Trinity. 

Almighty God, Father, + Son and Holy Spirit, bless you 
now and forever. 
Amen. 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
DISMISSAL 
The assisting minister sends the assembly into mission. 

Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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