
 
  

 

      hrist went and made a   
      proclamation to the spirits in 
prison, who in former times did not 
obey. (1 Peter 3:19) q This verse 
inspired the legendary “Harrowing of 
Hell,” according to which Jesus spent 
Holy Saturday liberating the damned 
souls from Hell. In this medieval 
picture, we see him standing on the 
Devil’s jaw as he leads the souls to 
Heaven. qSixth Sunday of Easter q 

Our Saviour Lutheran Church q 
Warrenton Virginia q 17 March AD 2020 
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GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 
ORGAN PRELUDE       
Let the Spirit prepare your heart for worship.  
INVOCATION  
P Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 
C He is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
C Amen. 
The presiding minister may comment briefly on the service of the day, 

and then invite all to confession. 
BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 
another. 

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead 
in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you 
have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are 
forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through 
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the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through 
faith. 

INTROIT        
Vocem iucunditatis         Cf. Is 48: 20; tone iii  

Spread the news with a voice of joy; * let it be heard, alleluia; 
speak it out to the very ends of the earth; the Lord has 
liber-a-ted his people, alleluia, alleluia.  

Cry out with joy to God, all the earth; * O sing to the glory of 
his name.  

O render him glorious praise. * Say to God, “How awesome 
your deeds!  

Because of the greatness of your strength, * your enemies fawn 
upon you.  

Before you all the earth shall bow down, * shall sing to you, 
sing to your name!”  

Come and see the works of God: * awesome his deeds among 
the children of men.  

He turned the sea into dry land; * they passed through the 
river on foot.  

Glory be to the Father, and the Son, and to the Holy Ghost * As 
it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE Revelation 5:12,1,6 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P  Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in 

heaven and on earth. In your great mercy receive the prayers 
of all your children, and give to all the world the Spirit of your 
truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C Amen 
WORD 

We hear and respond to God’s Word 
FIRST READING        1 Peter 3:13-22  

13Who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? 14But 
even if you do suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. 
Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, 15but in 
your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord.  
Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who 
demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in 
you; 16yet do it with gentleness and reverence.  
Keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, 
those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be 
put to shame. 17For it is better to suffer for doing good, if 
suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil.  
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18For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for 
the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to 
death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19in which also 
he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in 
prison, 20who in former times did 
not obey, when God waited 
patiently in the days of Noah, 
during the building of the ark, in 
which a few, that is, eight persons, 
were saved through water.  
21And baptism, which this 
prefigured, now saves you—not as a 
removal of dirt from the body, but 
as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and 
is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and 
powers made subject to him. 

A The Word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     
The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel in the words of John 6:68 

 
  

“Baptism … 
now saves 

you.” 
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GOSPEL John 14:15-21 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 10th chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15“If you love me, you will keep my 
commandments. 16And I will ask the Father, and he will give you 
another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17This is the Spirit of 
truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him 
nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and 
he will be in you. 
18“I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19In a little 
while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; 
because I live, you also will live. 20On that day you will know that 
I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21They who have 
my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and 
those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love 
them and reveal myself to them.” 

P The gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
SERMON    “The Feast of Victory”   The Rev. Michael Church 
 

 
This ancient Greek monogram represents the phrase,  

“Jesus Christ -- the Victor!”  
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HYMN OF THE DAY        Alleluia! Sing to Jesus! ELW #392 
Stanzas 1  & 2 only 
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THE NICENE CREED   
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
Being with the Father; through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was 
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became 
truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father 
and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look 
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come. Amen 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

A Lifted up by the promise of healing and resurrection, we join 
the people of God in all times and places, praying for the 
church, the world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 
Abiding God, you have made us the Body of your Son. Bless 

Elizabeth and Robert our bishops, Terri and Michael our 
pastors, and all who proclaim the Gospel. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
You say that all people of the world are your children. Judge the 

nations justly, show mercy to the oppressed, and speak truth 
to power through your prophets. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
Your commands are good and merciful. Prosper the work of those 

who do your will, in the church and outside it. Bless People 
Helping People, Habitat for Humanity, Lutheran Immigration 
and Refugee Services, and the Minnick Schools. Lord, in your 
mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
You come near to us when we are lost, and you hear our distress. 

We pray for those who suffer, (especially). Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
You are with us always, O God, and your kingdom has no end. We 

remember the saints who have gone before us (especially). 
Unite us forever in your victory over death. Lord, in your 
mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
With confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom 

we pray into your care; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 
PEACE 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

 
OFFERING 
P Let us offer with joy and thanksgiving what God has first given 

us: our selves, our time, and our possessions -- signs of God’s 
gracious love.   

 

Gifts are received for the church’s mission. If you are at home, please 
consider a donation by mail or online at our website. 

 

  

“The Offering” 
by Abbott Fuller 
Graves (1859-
1936) 
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OFFERTORY PROCESSION 
The gifts are brought forward to support the work of the church.  
 
OFFERTORY CANTICLE  

 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
A Let us pray. 
 May our prayers rise up to you, O Lord, as a sacrifice of 

praise and thanks, so that, purified by your grace, we may 
be conformed to the mysteries of your mighty love. 
Through Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
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DIALOGUE 
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PREFACE      Sung by the presiding minister 
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SANCTUS Isaiah 6:3 & Matthew 21:9  

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER Led by the presiding minister 
We give God thanks for this meal, recall God’s saving deeds, and call the 
Holy Spirit to be present as we receive the Body and Blood of Jesus.   

Holy, living, and loving God, 
we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth. 

We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the 
waters of the flood, 

for freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery, 
and for sending your Son to be our Redeemer. 

We give you thanks for Jesus 
who, living among us, 
healed the sick, 
fed the hungry, 
and with a love stronger than death, 
gave his life for others. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
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our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, 

his life-giving death and glorious resurrection, 
we await your promised life for all this dying world. 

Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup: 
carry us in your arms from death to life, 
that we may live as your chosen ones, 
clothed in the righteousness of Christ. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 

Amen 
 
LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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The presiding minister invites the assembly to the table in the words of 1 
Corinthians 5:7: 
P Alleluia!  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us! 
C Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia!  
 
AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
Those who cannot be present in body may offer this prayer, and trust 
that Christ is with them in faith and love.  
 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in Holy Communion, 
according to your promise. I love you above all things and I 
desire you in my soul. Since I cannot now receive you in the 
sacrament, come to my heart in the spirit. I embrace you now as 
if you were here, and unite myself wholly to you. Never let me be 
separated from you. Amen. 

 
COMMUNION SONG  John 1:29 
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COMMUNION  
As the Minister gives the bread and wine, he or she says these words to 
each communicant: 
 The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed 
for you.  
The communicant may say: Amen. 
ORGAN VOLUNTARY  
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
P The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you 

and keep you in his grace. 
C Amen 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION        RR, adapted 
A Almighty and ever-living God, you restore us to eternal life in 

the Resurrection of Christ. Increase in us, we pray, the fruits of 
this Easter sacrament and pour into our hearts the strength of 
this saving food. Through Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 
SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
BLESSING 
P Almighty God, the Father, the Son + and the Holy Spirit, bless 

you now and forever.  
C Amen. 
 

DISMISSAL 
The Assisting Minister dismisses the assembly: 
 

A Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 
C He is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
A Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.   
C Thanks be to God! 
POSTLUDE 
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Bible Readings  
for Daily Prayer 

These may be read by themselves or  
as part of the Matins and Vespers services. 

 
Monday 

Psalm 93 
Genesis 9:8-17 
Acts 27:39-44 

Tuesday 
Psalm 93 
Deuteronomy 5:22-33 
1 Peter 3:8-12 

Wednesday 
Psalm 93 
Deuteronomy 31:1-13 
John 16:16-24 

Thursday: The 
Ascension of Our Lord 

Acts 1:1-11 
Psalm 47 or Psalm 93 
Ephesians 1:15-23 
Luke 24:44-53 

Friday 
Psalm 93 
2 Kings 2:1-12 
Ephesians 2:1-7 

Saturday 
Psalm 93 
2 Kings 2:13-15 
John 8:21-30 

Seventh Sunday of Easter 
Acts 1:6-14 
Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 
1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 
John 17:1-11 
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