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 The Good News 
Sunday, June 28, 2020              4th Sunday after Pentecost    Our Saviour, Warrenton VA 

 
 

About  Today’s  
Service  

The welcome of baptism is for 
all God’s children. This baptis-
mal gift sets us free from the 
power of sin and death. In to-
day’s gospel, Christ promises 
that the disciple who gives a 
cup of cold water to the little 
ones serves Christ himself. 
From worship we are sent on 
our baptismal mission: to serve 
the little ones of this world and 
to be a sign of God’s merciful 
welcome. 
 
 
It’s the Gracious Thing 

 
 

Wear Your Mask! 
 
Wearing a face mask may pro-
tect those around you. It is a 
gesture of respect and concern 
for neighbors during this diffi-
cult time. Please wear yours 
during the service. 

We also ask everyone to refrain 
from hugs, handshakes or min-
gling after worship. There will 
be a time when we can do those 
things – and protecting each 
other now makes that time 
come sooner. 

Today’s Commemoration 

SAINT  
IRENAEUS OF 

LYONS 
Irenaeus was a bishop who de-
fended the early church against 
the teaching of false prophets 
and a group of heretics called 
the Gnostics.  
Irenaues (pronounced Eye-reh-
NAY-oos) was probably born 
around 125, in what is now 
western Turkey. While still a 
young man, Irenaeus moved 
west to Lyons in southern 
France. He served for many 
years as the leader of the small 
Christian community there.  
One of the earliest heresies to 
arise in the Christian church 
was Gnosticism, and Irenaeus 
was one of its chief early oppo-
nents. Not all Gnostics believed 
exactly the same thing, but the 
general outlines of the belief are 
fairly clear. 
Gnostics taught that matter was 
inherently evil, and that there-
fore God had not created it, and 
that therefore Jesus had never 
taken on true human flesh. 
Gnostics claimed to be Chris-
tians, but this is quite different 
from the traditional faith. 
Christians with a difference. 
They said that Jesus had had 
two doctrines: one a doctrine fit 
for the common man, and one 
(continued in a Bible study) 

Saint Paul: 
Be a Slave … To Justice 

 
Recovering Pharisee sees Gos-
pel of Jesus as Gift of New Life 
(Rome, AP) Sin is an enslaving 
power which motivates us to 
live self-serving, disobedient 
lives. Sin’s final payoff is death. 
We, however, have been set free 
from sin’s slavery to live obedi-
ently under God’s grace, whose 
end is the free gift of eternal 
life. 

 
Dispute Between Prophets 

 
“The Yoke is  Iron” 
Hananiah Wrong, Says Jeremiah 

 
Wearing a symbolic yoke over 
his shoulders, Jeremiah insist-
ed that Judah and all the sur-
rounding nations should submit 
to the king of Babylon (Jer. 27).  
Hananiah contradicted Jeremi-
ah, who in reply insisted that 
Hananiah’s rosy prediction 
should not be believed until it 
came true.  
God confirmed the word of Jer-
emiah and sentenced the false 
prophet to death (vv. 16-17). 
 

“No Judgment, 
Only Love” 

Early Edition 
The weather will al-
most certainly be hot 
and muggy because 
this is summer in Vir-
ginia. 

 

Breaking:  Messiah to Send 
Out Twelve Messengers.  “Re-
ceive them as you would me,” 
says Jesus. 
Exclusive coverage begins on A2 
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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

PRELUDE 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross. 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

The presiding minister leads the prayer of preparation. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you 
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 

The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness. 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and 
ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 
the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN  Dearest Jesus      ELW 520 
Stanza ONE only! 

 
 
KYRIE (spoken) 
 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy. 
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APOSTOLIC GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The presiding minister greets the assembly and offers a prayer. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 

Let us pray.  
O God, you direct our lives by your grace, and your words of justice 
and mercy reshape the world. Mold us into a people who welcome 
your word and serve one another, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 
Amen. 

The assembly is seated. 
WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 28:5-9 

A reading from Jeremiah. 
5The prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet Hananiah in the 
presence of the priests and all the people who were standing in the 
house of the LORD; 6and the prophet Jeremiah said,  
“Amen! May the LORD do so; may the LORD fulfill the words that 
you have prophesied, and bring back to this place from Babylon the 
vessels of the house of the LORD, and all the exiles. 
7But listen now to this word that I speak in your hearing and in the 
hearing of all the people. 8The prophets who preceded you and me 
from ancient times prophesied war, famine, and pestilence against 
many countries and great kingdoms. 
 9As for the prophet who prophesies peace, when the word of that 
prophet comes true, then it will be known that the LORD has truly 
sent the prophet.” 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18 

1Your love, O LORD, forever | will I sing; 
  from age to age my mouth will pro- | claim your faithfulness. 
2For I am persuaded that your steadfast love is estab- | lished 
forever; 
  you have set your faithfulness firmly | in the heavens. 
3“I have made a covenant with my | chosen one; 
  I have sworn an oath to Da- | vid my servant: 
4‘I will establish your | line forever, 
  and preserve your throne for all | generations.’ ”  
15Happy are the people who know the | festal shout! 
  They walk, O LORD, in the light | of your presence. 
16They rejoice daily | in your name; 
  they are jubilant | in your righteousness. 
17For you are the glory | of their strength, 
  and by your favor our might | is exalted. 
18Truly, our shield belongs | to the LORD; 
  our king to the Holy | One of Israel.  

 
SECOND READING: Romans 6:12-23 

A reading from Romans. 
12Do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make 
you obey their passions. 13No longer present your members to sin as 
instruments of wickedness, but present yourselves to God as those 
who have been brought from death to life, and present your 
members to God as instruments of righteousness. 14For sin will have 
no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace. 
 15What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but 
under grace? By no means! 16Do you not know that if you present 
yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one 
whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, 
which leads to righteousness? 17But thanks be to God that you, 
having once been slaves of sin, have become obedient from the 
heart to the form of teaching to which you were entrusted, 18and 
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that you, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of 
righteousness. 19I am speaking in human terms because of your 
natural limitations. For just as you once presented your members as 
slaves to impurity and to greater and greater iniquity, so now 
present your members as slaves to righteousness for sanctification. 
20When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to 
righteousness. 21So what advantage did you then get from the things 
of which you now are ashamed? The end of those things is death. 
22But now that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God, 
the advantage you get is sanctification. The end is eternal life. 23For 
the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 

 
GOSPEL: Matthew 10:40-42 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
[Jesus said to the twelve:] 40“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, 
and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. 
41Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will 
receive a prophet’s reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous 
person in the name of a righteous person will receive the reward of 
the righteous; 42and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one 
of these little ones in the name of a disciple—truly I tell you, none 
of these will lose their reward.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON 
Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
An assisting minister leads the assembly in prayer for the church, the world, 
and all in need.   

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and eternal: hear our prayer.  
A brief silence. 

God of community, encourage our relationships with each other 
and with members of other churches. Bless our conversations. 
Shape our life together and give us hearts eager to join in your 
praise. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of abundance, you make your creation thrive and grow to 
provide all that we need. Bless farmers and all stewards of the land 
and air. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of mercy, your grace is poured out for all. Inspire judges, 
legislators and all in authority to act with compassion. Teach us to 
overcome fear with hope, meet hate with love, and welcome one 
another as we would welcome you. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of community, we give thanks for this congregation. Give us 
passion to embrace your mission and the vision to recognize where 
you are leading us. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
God of care, accompany all who are in deepest need. Comfort those 
who are sick, lonely, or abandoned (especially). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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God of love, you gather in your embrace all who have died, 
especially Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyon. Keep us steadfast in our faith 
and renew our trust in your promise. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

PEACE 
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other with peace. 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 

We greet each other with a reverent bow. Please do not approach one 
another. 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

OFFERING 
The presiding minister may invite the assembly to participate. 
 

Let us offer to God what God has first given us: our selves, our time, 
and our possessions – signs of God’s gracious love. 

You may bring an offering to the plate near the altar, or leave one in the plate 
near the door.  You may also give online at www.oslc-warrenton.org/donate. 
During this time, the table is set. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
After the table is set, the assisting minister leads a prayer. 

Let us pray. 
God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you 
open your hand in blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, 
that we may come to the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ, 
our redeemer and Lord. Amen.  



 9 

SURSUM CORDA  
The presiding minister invites the assembly to give thanks. 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
The presiding minister offers a sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving on behalf 
of the assembly.  

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 
You are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory. 
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that 

everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal 
life. 

We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us 
your holy will and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all 

to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we 

proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 
Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving 

passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, and 
the promise of his coming again, 
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we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as 
we are able; 

we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving 
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, and 

these your own gifts of bread and wine, 
so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ may be 

filled with heavenly blessing and grace, and, receiving the 
forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as your holy people and 
be given our inheritance with all your saints. 

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory 
in your holy church, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The presiding minister may address the assembly in these or similar words. 

Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
The assembly may be seated. The bread may be broken for the communion. 
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COMMUNION 
• Communion today will be under the form of bread alone.  
• Ushers will direct you toward the altar.  
• Please maintain a six-foot distance from those outside your own 

household, and approach the presiding minister with your arms fully 
extended. 

 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assisting minister offers a prayer after communion. 

Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 
through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, 
strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent 
love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Brief announcements may be made. 
 

BLESSING 
The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 
forever. 
Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG  On following page 
 

DISMISSAL 
The assisting minister may send the assembly into mission. 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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SENDING SONG  What a Fellowship   ELW 774 

 


