
The Messenger 
HAVE YOU NOTICED THAT THE LITTLE 
graphic on this front page changes 
from month to month? It reflects the 
season of the church year: a dove for 
Pentecost, a triangle for Trinity. 

And this month, as we plunge into  
summer, it is the Tree of Life. 

This is the tree mentioned in Revela-
tion, whose fruit Jesus promises to all 
who stay faithful during hard times. 

It is also a symbol of growth, as in 
summer the trees are full and green. 

The Tree of Life is a perfect sign of 
where we are right now.  For 
months, we have been struggling 
through a pandemic.  The struggle is 
not over by any means! But we are 
holding on, and we are adjusting. 

As of June 28, there are now limited 
in-person services on Sundays. The 
Saturday in-person services will begin 
again July 4.   

We are still streaming, because it is 
still safer at home.  But we are also 
opening up, like blossoms on a tree, 
as we prepare for the next stage in 
our journey with Jesus.

Our Saviour 
Lutheran Church 
Warrenton, Virginia 

 
No Judgment, 

Only Love 
July 2020 
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Worship 

Continuity of Ministry: 
Next Steps During COVID-19 

Woohoo! Do we have news 
for you! You can reserve your 
pew! 

The Continuity Committee and 
the Worship Team are excited to 
announce our next steps back to-
gether! Our Saviour will add in-
door worship by reserva-
tion beginning Sunday, June 28 at 
10:00 am. Then, beginning July 4 at 
5:30 pm Saturday services will be 
held indoors as well. (Please note 
the different weekends for start 
dates.) Many hours of prayer, re-
search, conversation, and tech-
nical learning have gone into these 
decisions, and although it is obvi-
ously safer to stay at home, we 
are eager to implement this new 
way to worship together again! 

Keep reading for how to re-
serve your spot, details about 
worship, how you can help, 
and more. 

Safer at Home: 

You are still safer at home! At-
tending worship presents a risk, 

and even the measures we will 
take do not reduce that risk to 
zero. Therefore, we will continue 
to offer other ways for everyone 
to worship. 

§ Services will continue to be of-
fered on Facebook Live, as well 
as available for later viewing. 

§ Holy Communion will continue 
to be distributed by appoint-
ment. 

§ Bible studies will continue on 
Zoom. 

§ For now, these are the safest 
and most convenient ways to 
worship with us. 

§ As safety allows and we develop 
the volunteers and technology 
to provide quality worship ex-
periences, we will continue to 
reach out and expand what we 
have to offer. 

§ If you have been exposed to 
the Covid-19 coronavirus, are 
feeling ill, or have a fever, 
please stay home. 
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When you arrive: 

§ Keep 6 feet apart and wear your 
mask. 

§ Give your name to the greeter 
to check off on the sign up list.  

§ If your name is not on the sign 
up list, for whatever reason, you 
will sign in and leave your phone 
number (in case there is a need 
to follow up later). 

§ Pick up your bulletin from the 
table, take a mask if you need 
one, and leave your offering in 
the plate. 

§ The ushers will help you find a 
seat. 

§ The main restrooms are availa-
ble. 

What we will do for worship: 

§ To keep households separated 
by at least six feet, the sanctuary 
will be specially marked. If need-
ed, service will be streamed to 
the Fellowship Hall where over-
flow seating will be available. 

§ For the safety of those around 
us, worshipers will wear masks 
at all times. We have cloth 
masks available to keep. The on-
ly exceptions to wearing masks 
will be people who have health 
reasons, young children, and 

worship leaders when they are 
speaking/singing. 

§ Singing will be greatly reduced, 
but we will have music! 

§ We will have Communion on 
Sundays and add Communion to 
Saturdays starting at a later date. 

§ Offerings will continue to be 
received online, by mail, and 
placed in a container in the nar-
thex so that we can avoid pass-
ing the plate. 

§ Nursery care will be available if 
reserved in advance (see Sig-
nUpGenius or call the church 
office). 

§ Cheerfully greet one another 
from a distance in order to re-
frain from any physical contact. 
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How to reserve your spot: 
§ Households will sign up in advance. 

Go to SignUpGenius 
(https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/5080f4cadae2ba2f58-indoor) 
or call the church office.  

§ Please include the exact num-
ber of people attending from 
each household. 

§ If you have special needs 
(nursery, unable to wear mask, 
etc.) include that in your sig-
nup. 

§ If possible, sign up by Friday 
night. 

§ If you are not going to come, 
please call the church office. 

We could do more with more 
help! 

§ Technology help (especially for 
Saturday night)—photographers, 
videographers, video editors, 
soundboard, Facebook Live and 
other social media 

§ Worship leaders, all forms—
help once or ongoing, help serv-
ing or coordinating others dur-
ing this period of physical dis-
tancing or beyond 

§ Office, property, and building 
support—people to weed, vol-
unteers to set up, take down 
and clean between services, help 
with mailings. 

We Are Saved by Grace 
through Faith in Jesus! 

God loves us and counts the hairs 
on our heads (even those with 
Covid hair!). Through God’s 
grace, we have life! If you don’t 
feel safe coming to worship, or if 
you just can’t stand wearing a 
mask so you’ll have to stay home, 
or if you would love to help but 
just can’t, know this: we’re cool 
with that, and we want you to 
know God loves you and so do 
we! 

Warnings and Risks: 

§ In-person, indoor, extended-
time events are thought to be 
higher risk activities. 

§ High Risk Individuals are highly 
encouraged to NOT attend but 
rather watch the service online 
from home. 

§ Participants are aware this pre-
sents an increase in COVID-19 
risk and assume all responsibil-
ity. 

Many thanks to the Continuity 
of Ministry Committee and vari-
ous parts of the Worship Team 
for doing the research to get us to 
this place, and to you for your 
prayers and understanding. Ques-
tions about the decisions? Contact 
the Continuity of Ministry Com-
mittee chair, Mark Knisely. Ques-
tions about how to worship or 
how to help? Contact the pastors 
or the church office. 
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Finally, we know… registration for church seems weird, and 
wearing a mask can be annoying. However, these are unique times 
that require unique measures, and for the time being we are asking 
everyone to do these things to help us maintain a safe environment. 

If you have been exposed to COVID-19 in the past two 
weeks, are showing any symptoms of a communicable dis-
ease, have a fever over 100.4, we ask you to stay home and 
watch online. Please call the church and leave a message if 
you need to cancel a spot you have reserved. 

 

Learning
Continuing Adult Bible 
Study: Revelation 

Pastor Michael is continuing 
his Adult Bible Study via 
Zoom on Thursday evenings 
at 5pm. He is now looking at 
the book of Revelation (also 
called the Revelation to John, 
Apocalypse of John, the 
Revelation from Jesus Christ, 
the Apocalypse, The Revela-
tion, or simply Revelation). It 

is the final book of the New 
Testament and, consequently, 
is also the final book of the 
Christian Bible. For more in-
formation including the 
Zoom link, check the OSLC 
website under Upcoming 
Events. 
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Spirituality 
Tina Korte is a certified Spiritual Director. She holds Master of Divinity and Doctor of 
Ministry degrees from Luther Seminary, and is part of the THRIVE team

. …A BREATH OF FRESH AIR… 
 

No wonder everyday life is 
dragging along. Our light in 
this confusing world of 2020 
was turned off. I am talking 
about “The Breaking of the 
Bread”, communion. Our 
weekly breath of fresh air, this 
light in a dark world, was 
temporarily put on hold.  

Every time we join in commun-
ion we remember; we go back 
through the events of the Last 
Supper and Easter. This is how 
we remember our liberation 
from sin through Jesus Christ. 
The meal is linked mysteriously 
to His and our existence of love, 
life, death, and resurrection. As 
we celebrate, the bread and 
wine become present and real, 
the body and blood of Jesus 
Christ.                                                                

“This is my body given for you; do 
this in remembrance of me.” Luke 
22:19  

 

 

For another view of this im-
portant meal, read John’s ver-
sion, chapters 13-17. Jesus 
speaks to us of love, of disciple-
ship, of the Holy Spirit, of what it 
means to be one. The meal goes 
on with a talk of peace and joy. 
With this meal comes the unit-
ing of us with all our brothers 
and sisters here at OSLC, the 
United States and the world – 
no matter the conditions we live 
in.  
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This past fall OSLC began an ini-
tiative called Thrive. The core of 
this program is to discover why 
we gather together. Basic to be-
ing members is to break bread 
and reassemble as His body. As 
individuals, you and I are one 
part of this body and our flesh, 
blood, mind, body, and emo-
tions become one in the light of 
Christ.  

As a communicant of OSLC, I 
came last week on Tuesday 
morning to re-connect, to re-

member, to re-up my commit-
ment and love for the church. If 
you have never received the 
body of Jesus as part of a small 
group, come next week and try 
it. It was and is a warm, simple 
and awe-inspiring experience.  

At this time at OSLC, the Lord’s 
Supper is offered weekly. We 
thank the Lord, our Pastors, Mi-
chael and Terri Church, who 

embrace this meal with the 
highest level of respect, love 
and honor. And it is now of-
fered to any and all of us by 
signing up for Tuesday morn-
ings or Wednesday evenings 
in small groups.  

Lord, Jesus, thank you for re-
membering us as we share in 
the meal you left for us. Thank 
you for giving us a way to stay 

connected as one body. Amen.      

 

 

Basic to being 
members is to 
break bread and 
reassemble as His 
body. 
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Media Team 
Want in on the Ground Floor?  
OSLC is starting a 
permanent video, 
social and online 
media team 
On March 1, we couldn’t 
imagine not having in-
person services and by 
March 15 we were online 
only. OSLC was forced by 
COVID-19 to quickly develop 
an online presence and we 
want to thank everyone who 
stepped up to make it hap-
pen. We have continued the 
mission of the church during 
these stressful times.   

Now that things are returning 
in some ways, what have we 
learned?  

1. There has always been 
a need for the online experi-
ence even before COVID-19. 
We have neighbors with mo-

bility issues, health concerns, 
people on travel, and others 
who no longer live in the area 
but want to be a part of our 
community. People can now 
be a part of the church who 
never had a way before. 

2. In 2020, people expect 
to be able to see the church 
online and in person. It used 
to be okay to have just a 
website and maybe some 
photos, but today people 
want a way to explore the 
church before they enter the 
building. 
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3. People expect on de-
mand delivery and our ser-
vices can now be viewed 
24/7. Some people want to 
join live and others want to 
be able to watch at different 
times.  

4. Multimedia allows 
OSLC to add additional fea-
tures to our services such as 
having the Bishop deliver a 
sermon, special music vide-
os, events such as the con-
firmation presentation, and 
additional materials to en-
hance our messages. 

5. The world is on the 
internet more and more 
with 3.6 billion people now 
connected (over half the 
world’s population).  

6. Online is not a re-
placement for in person, but 
rather an enhancement of 
our ability to reach out to the 
community. 

Given this, OSLC would like 
to start a permanent video, 

social and online media team. 
This team becomes a critical 
part of OSLC and serves just 
like the pastors, musicians, 
readers, greeters, sound 
board, and service assistants. 
If we are going to have this 
team, people must accept this 
especially important respon-
sibility, so it is ready for every 
service.   

The team will enhance our 
worship experience by using 
sound, lighting, and video to 
help everyone see, hear, and 
feel the music and teaching at 
OSLC every week, both in 
the sanctuary and online. We 
believe Saturday nights and 
Sunday mornings should be 
low-stress, no one should ev-

The team will enhance 
our worship experi-
ence by using sound, 
lighting, and video 
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er feel in over their head, and 
we should still be able to do 
great work that wouldn’t feel 
out of place. No experience 
necessary; we’ll make sure 
you’re fully trained and com-
fortable in your new role. 

We are looking for several 
volunteers to step up for the-
se important new roles be-
fore we make the financial 
commitment to buying and 
installing the equipment. No 
need buying an organ if no one 
is willing or able to play it. Brad 
Stewart has done some pre-
liminary design work but is 
still looking for input. The 
overall goals of the system 
are ease of operation during 
services, non-proprietary 
equipment that allows us to 
change as our needs change 

and a low profile in the sanc-
tuary, so it isn’t disruptive to 
services. We will have help 
during the design and 
buildout, but the ongoing 
need is for dedicated people 
to run the system as a critical 
part of worship services. 

If you have an interest in 
learning more or joining this 
team, please reach out to 
Brad Stewart (email: 
brad.stewart@oslc-
warrenton.org). As we said 
before, we will train and en-
sure you are comfortable be-
fore you take over the con-
trols. Any age is encouraged 
to join, and we need several 
people to ensure no one gets 
overwhelmed. Please prayer-
fully consider if this is a minis-
try you can support. 

Technology and liturgy have been involved in mu-
tual inter-change in every period of human history.”  

--Susan White, Christian Worship & Technological Change, Abingdon, 1994. 
 



Service 
 

Social Ministry Activities 
May ― June 2020 
 
Food Baskets filled:  4 
(May) 
 
Gas Cards:  3 (May) 
 
Food Distribution:  
• 117 households  
• 210 (approx.) individuals 
• 18 boxes went to local mo-

tels (2 families w/ children)  
• Food boxes were delivered 

in a “drive-by line” due to 
“no contact” operation. We 
will continue this procedure 
as long as necessary. (May) 

 

Notes:   
1. May is OSLC’s month 

to provide workers for the 
food distribution. Seven 
people came on Saturday, 
the 16th, about half the 
number of workers. Thanks 
to all who helped load cars.   

2. A major difference in 
May was the fact that we 
sent food to Warrenton 
Manor residents—delivered 
by Sandy Benfit. This almost 
doubled the number of 
households we served. 

 
People Helping People:  
• $ 7,886 for rent and utilities  
• $ 6,906 total income for 

month  
Assisted:  
• 19 families  
• 25 adult individuals 
• 20 children 
• OSLC volunteer hours — 

38 (May) 
 

Other activities will be 
scheduled on a case-by-case 
basis, based on the COVID-
19 situation. Check for notifi-
cations in the weekly an-
nouncements and on Our 
Saviour’s website



Community 
STAYING CONNECTED  
Through Telephone Calls
During the first months of 
the pandemic, we had a 
crew of people call to check 
on OSLC members 
and friends. A big 
thank you to 
those people 
who made calls 
and to all who 
accepted them 
graciously.   

We are going to 
continue to call 
those who are in 
nursing and convalescent 
homes as they still cannot 
have visitors. If you would 
like to make some of these 
calls please let me know.   

Living alone with no interac-
tion can get very lonely.  
Many of these senior adults 

can hold a really great con-
versation. They could tell 
you about the past of OSLC 

and you might even 
learn some-
thing. If you 
want us to 
continue to 
call you, let 
OSLC know. 

Please con-
tact the office 

of OSLC or 
Marian Rognlien  

(703-754-9221 or mar-
ian1717@comcast.net)  if 
you can call just one person 
once every week to 10 
days.  It would be a great 
way to break up their day 
and yours. 

  

“Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love.” 
--The Rev. John Fawcett, 1792 



Finance Corner 
Bonnie McQuillan is OSLC’s Congregation Treasurer. She tracks spending and 
income, and makes a detailed monthly report to the Congregation Council. 

 

Prior 3 Months of 2020 Income & Expenses (General Operating Budget) 

 TOTAL 
OFFERING 

TOTAL 
EXPENDITURES 

   

MARCH 2020   $  31,452   $  33,829 
   

APRIL 2020   $  43,843   $  31,670 
   

MAY 2020   $ 103,411*   $  42,239 
   

YTD   $ 246,272   $ 179,631 
 
AVERAGE MONTHLY OFFERING NEEDED:  $ 36,750 
AVERAGE MONTHLY OFFERING NEEDED (During Pandemic):  $32,000 

Look at that number in the Total Offering column for May! It is almost 
too big to be meaningful but it includes our *regular offering ($44,311) 
plus the Paycheck Protection Program Loan ($59,100) received May 7, 
2020. 
As far as the PPP Loan – we began using those funds on May 15 and have 
spent approximately $25, 400 as of the end of May. Congress did slightly 
alter the rules for that Loan and we will now have 24 weeks to use the 
money rather than the original 8 weeks. So, we will be using 100% of 
those funds by mid-July. At that time, we will apply for Forgiveness. 
As far as expenses for this month – after we estimated monthly expenses 
would only be ~$32,000 during the pandemic, we managed to spend 
$42,000! That extra $10,000 covered our annual insurance payment, an 
extra payroll for the employees who are paid every 2 weeks, and some 
repair on our water softener unit. 
As we see a glimmer of hope that we will be together in our sanctuary 
soon, we give thanks to Our Lord for all He has done for us during the 
past three months. 
 



Council News 
A Word from Our Council President 

I was inspired this morning during our family’s morning walk as 
we watched the first light of the sun break the horizon. I start-
ed to think about hope, the hope of a new day brought on by 
the sunrise; the hope that July brings as we begin to meet and 
worship together in person again; the hope that our Lord and 
Savior brought us with His grace and salvation.   
 
This month is all about 
hope and looking 
ahead. The council has 
been primarily focused this 
month on moving forward 
and determining the best 
ways to worship togeth-
er.  
 
We started with streamed 
Saturday services with Voices of Praise and then outside ser-
vices to supplement the Sunday streaming services. Now, in 
July, we will hopefully continue with inside services. This has 
been a lot of work, done by so many in the church, preparing 
and adjusting to so many different worship styles and services.  
 
We've also been working with and supporting our FCCC part-
ners as they transition towards their summer program. Finally, 
the finance committee has been busy trying to keep track of all 
the changes around the PPP loan in preparation for requesting 
forgiveness.   
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As I conclude this message, I am rewarded with an amazing 
double rainbow and thus am reminded of God's promise to 
us!  It was a great blessing to be able to reflect today on hope 
and promise. 
 
I hope that this message finds you and your families all healthy 
and safe! 
 

Troy Stansell 
Troy Stansell 
 

OSLC Congregation Council and Officers 
President   Troy Stansell 
Vice President  Cathy Cogdill 
Secretary  Mike Burkholder 
Treasurer   Bonnie McQuillan 
Financial Secretary  Sandy Benfit 

 
Administration Team  
 Ken McIlvoy 
 Rod Kastrup 
Worship Team  
 Jason Ashby 
 Tom Jordan 

 
Faith Growth & Development 
Team     
 Nancy Griffin-Bonnaire 
 Mark Knisely 
Caring Team  
 Jan Fowler 
 Rich Bake 
 Bob Springman 
Pastors   
 Rev. Michael Church 
 Rev. Terri Church
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