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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

PRELUDE 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross. 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

The presiding minister leads the prayer of preparation. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you 
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 

The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness. 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and 
ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 
the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN  Oh, for a Thousand Tongues    ELW 886 
Stanzas 1 & 3 ONLY 

 
Text: Charles Wesley; Music: Carl Glaser, Lowell Mason (public domain) 
 
APOSTOLIC GREETING  
The presiding minister greets the assembly and offers a prayer. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

KYRIE AND PRAYER OF THE DAY (spoken) 
 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Let us pray.  
Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your 
word. By your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live 
according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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The assembly is seated. 
WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13 

A reading from Isaiah. 
10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 
  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 
 making it bring forth and sprout, 
  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
  it shall not return to me empty, 
 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
 

 12For you shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace; 
 the mountains and the hills before you shall burst into song, 
  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 
  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 
 and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial, 
  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM: Ps. 65:9-13  
9You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very 
plenteous; the river of God is | full of water. 
  You prepare the grain, for so you provide | for the earth. 
10You drench the furrows and smooth | out the ridges; 
  with heavy rain you soften the ground and | bless its increase. 
11You crown the year | with your goodness, 
  and your paths over- | flow with plenty. 
12May the fields of the wilderness be | rich for grazing, 



 5 

  and the hills be | clothed with joy. 
13May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys 
cloak them- | selves with grain; 
  let them shout for | joy and sing.  

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 
GOSPEL:  Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the 
sea. 2Such great crowds gathered around him that he got into a 
boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the 
beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: 
“Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds 
fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other 
seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, 
and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6But 
when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no 
root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and 
the thorns grew up and choked them. 8Other seeds fell on good 
soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, 
some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!” 
 

  18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the 
word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one 
comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what 
was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, 
this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it 
with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a 
while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the 
word, that person immediately falls away. 22As for what was 
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sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the 
cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it 
yields nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the 
one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears 
fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and 
in another thirty.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON 
Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
An assisting minister leads the assembly in prayer.   

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and eternal: hear our prayer.  
A brief silence. 

Gracious God, your word has been sown in many ways and places. 
We pray for missionaries and newly planted congregations around 
the world. Inspire us by their witness to the faith. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Reigning God, we pray for our nation’s leaders. Increase their 
desire for justice and equality. We pray for our enemies. Bridge the 
chasms that divide us and guide authorities to a deep and lasting 
peace. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Renewing God, revive your church in this place. Nurture the seeds 
you have planted, that we might grow as disciples. Sustain our 
ministries, especially Bible study, charity, and work with children 
and youth. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
Abiding God, care for all in need. For those who doubt, renew faith. 
For those who worry, offer confidence. For those who struggle, 
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grant victory. For those in fear, give hope. Tend the sick, especially 
(names). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Eternal God, we give thanks for all your saints, including (names) 
and Nathan Söderblom, Bishop of Uppsala, whom we remember 
today. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

PEACE 
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other with peace. 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 

We greet each other with a reverent bow.  

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

OFFERING 
The presiding minister may invite the assembly to participate. 
 

Let us offer to God what God has first given us: our selves, our time, 
and our possessions – signs of God’s gracious love. 

You may leave an offering in the plate near the door.  You may also give 
online at www.oslc-warrenton.org/donate. 
During this time, the table is set. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
After the table is set, the assisting minister leads a prayer. 

Let us pray. 
God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you 
open your hand in blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, 
that we may come to the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ, 
our redeemer and Lord. Amen.  
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SURSUM CORDA  
The presiding minister invites the assembly to give thanks. 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
The presiding minister offers a sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving on behalf 
of the assembly.  

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 
You are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory. 
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that 

everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal 
life. 

We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us 
your holy will and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all 

to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we 

proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 
Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving 

passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, and 
the promise of his coming again, 
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we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as 
we are able; 

we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving 
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, and 

these your own gifts of bread and wine, 
so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ may be 

filled with heavenly blessing and grace, and, receiving the 
forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as your holy people and 
be given our inheritance with all your saints. 

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory 
in your holy church, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The presiding minister may address the assembly in the words of Ps. 34. 

Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
Happy are they who take refuge in him. 

The assembly may be seated. The bread may be broken for the communion. 
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AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

Those who cannot be present in body may offer this prayer, and 
trust that Christ is with them in faith and love.  

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in Holy 
Communion, according to your promise. I love you above 
all things and I desire you in my soul. Since I cannot now 
receive you in the sacrament, come to my heart in the spirit. 
I embrace you now as if you were here, and unite myself 
wholly to you. Never let me be separated from you. Amen. 

 
 
COMMUNION 
• Communion today will be under the form of bread alone.  
• Ushers will direct you toward the altar.  
• Please maintain a six-foot distance from those outside your own 

household, and approach the presiding minister with your arms fully 
extended. 

 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assisting minister offers a prayer after communion. 

Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 
through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, 
strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent 
love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Amen. 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Brief announcements may be made. 
 

BLESSING 
The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 
forever. 
Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG  On following page 
 

DISMISSAL 
The assisting minister may send the assembly into mission. 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

SENDING SONG  Great is Thy Faithfulness  ELW 733 
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