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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

PRELUDE 
 

INVOCATION 
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross. 
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
The presiding minister leads the prayer of preparation. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your holy name. 
Amen. 

The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness. 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 
his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of 
the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE                       O Zion, Haste     ELW 668  
Stanza(s):  ALL  
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APOSTOLIC GREETING  
The presiding minister greets the assembly and offers a prayer. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you.  

KYRIE AND PRAYER OF THE DAY (spoken by Assisting Minister) 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy.  
Let us pray.  
Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all its 
peoples, and you give us all that we have. Inspire us to serve you with 
justice and wisdom, and prepare us for the joy of the day of your coming, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

The assembly is seated. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING:  1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 
A reading from First Thessalonians. 
1Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do 
not need to have anything written to you. 2For you yourselves know very 
well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3When 
they say, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will 
come upon them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and 
there will be no escape! 4But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that 
day to surprise you like a thief; 5for you are all children of light and 
children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. 6So then let us 
not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; 7for those 
who sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. 
8But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the 
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breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 9For 
God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, 10who died for us, so that whether we are awake or 
asleep we may live with him. 11Therefore encourage one another and 
build up each other, as indeed you are doing. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM: Psalm 90:1-8 
  1Lord, you have | been our refuge 
  from one generation | to another. 
 2Before the mountains were brought forth, or the land and the | earth 
were born, from age to age | you are God. 
 3You turn us back to the | dust and say, 
  “Turn back, O child- | ren of earth.” 
 4For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when | it is past 
  and like a watch | in the night;   
 5you sweep them away | like a dream, 
  they fade away suddenly | like the grass: 
 6in the morning it is | green and flourishes; 
  in the evening it is dried | up and withered. 
 7For we are consumed | by your anger; 
  we are afraid because | of your wrath. 
 8Our iniquities you have | set before you, 
  and our secret sins in the light | of your countenance.   

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.  

GOSPEL:  Matthew 25: 14-30 
The holy gospel according to Saint Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 14“For it is as if a man, going on a journey, 
summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them; 15to one he gave 
five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his 
ability. Then he went away. 16The one who had received the five talents 
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went off at once and traded with them, and made five more talents. 17In 
the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents. 
18But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in 
the ground and hid his master’s money. 19After a long time the master of 
those slaves came and settled accounts with them. 20Then the one who 
had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, 
saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five 
more talents.’ 21His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy 
slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge 
of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 22And the one with the 
two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me 
two talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ 23His master said to him, 
‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a 
few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of 
your master.’ 24Then the one who had received the one talent also came 
forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping 
where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; 25so 
I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have 
what is yours.’ 26But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You 
knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not 
scatter? 27Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, 
and on my return I would have received what was my own with interest. 
28So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. 
29For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an 
abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will 
be taken away. 30As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer 
darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ ” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON 
The Gift That Keeps On Giving 

Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
An assisting minister leads the prayers. 

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal: hear our prayers. 
A brief silence. 
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Lord of the church, ignite your people with the passion of your love. By 
the fire of your Holy Spirit, unify us across ministries, congregations, and 
denominations. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Lord of creation, we stand in awe at the works of your hands and praise 
you for the beauty of nature, from the Shenandoah mountains to the 
Atlantic shore. Bless the earth and help us preserve it. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Lord of the nations, sound forth your justice in the ears of all leaders. 
Make them see those who are most vulnerable, protect the rights of all 
people and grant us lives of peace and dignity. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
The presiding minister concludes the prayers. 
Lord of all in need, search out all who cry to you in distress. Scatter the 
clouds of depression, illness, unemployment, and loneliness with your 
radiant light. Be with (names). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Lord of the living and the dead, we give you thanks for all the saints at 
rest from their labors (especially). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day 
when you gather all creation around your throne. 
Amen. 

PEACE 
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other with peace. 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 

We greet each other with a reverent bow. If you are willing, go to the 
camera to offer peace to those worshiping from home. 
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MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

OFFERING 
The presiding minister may invite the assembly to participate. 
 

Let us offer to God what God has first given us: our selves, our time, and 
our possessions – signs of God’s gracious love. 

You may leave an offering in the plate near the door.  You may also give 
online at www.oslc-warrenton.org/donate. 
During this time, the table is set. 

OFFERING PRAYER 
After the table is set, the assisting minister leads a prayer. 

Let us pray. O Lord, may this sacred offering grant us the blessing of 
salvation, and may what begins in mystery be accomplished in charity; 
through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord.  
Amen.  

SURSUM CORDA  
The presiding minister invites the assembly to give thanks. 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
The presider offers a sacrifice of praise and thanks on behalf of the 
assembly.  

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 
You are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory. 
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone 

who believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. 
We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your 

holy will and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 

gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

file://aquinas/Shared/Administrative/00%20WEEKLY%20FILES/03%20Sunday%20bulletin%20folders/2020-Sunday-Bulletins/June%20July%20August%202020/August2020-Bulletins/www.oslc-warrenton.org/donate
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Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 

for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion 

and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of 
his coming again, 

we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we 
are able; 

we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving 
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, and these 

your own gifts of bread and wine, 
so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ may be 

filled with heavenly blessing and grace, and, receiving the forgiveness 
of sin, may be formed to live as your holy people and be given our 
inheritance with all your saints. 

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in 
your holy church, now and forever.  

Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The presiding minister may address the assembly in the words of Ps. 34. 

Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
Happy are they who take refuge in him. 
The assembly may be seated. The bread may be broken for the communion. 
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COMMUNION 
• Communion today will be under the form of bread alone.  
• Ushers will direct you toward the altar.  
• Please maintain a six-foot distance from those outside your own household 

and approach the presiding minister with your arms fully extended. 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assisting minister offers a prayer after communion. 

Let us pray.  
We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us with 
food beyond compare, the body and blood of Christ. Lead us from this 
place, nourished and forgiven, into your beloved vineyard to wipe away 
the tears of all who hunger and thirst, guided by the example of the same 
Jesus Christ and led by the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Brief announcements may be made. 

BLESSING 
The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing. 

Almighty God, Father ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen.  

AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
Those who cannot be present in body may offer this prayer, and trust 
that Christ is with them in faith and love. If you would like the pastors 
to bring communion to your home, please let us know.  
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in Holy Communion, 
according to your promise. I love you above all things and I desire you 
in my soul.  Since I cannot now receive you in the sacrament, come to 
my heart in the spirit. I embrace you now as if you were here and unite 
myself wholly to you. Never let me be separated from you. Amen.  
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SENDING HYMN       Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ            ELW 674  
Stanza(s): ALL  

 
DISMISSAL 
The assisting minister may send the assembly into mission. 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.  

 
  

 

Liturgical material from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2017 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #29239. 

The hymns are reprinted by permission under CCLI# 2800659 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of 

the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 
Introit from Simple English Propers by Adam Bartlett      
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Bible Readings 
for Daily Prayer 

These may be read by themselves or  
as part of the Matins and Vespers services. 

Monday 
Psalm 9:1-14 
Zechariah 1:7-17 
Romans 2:1-11 

Tuesday 
Psalm 9:1-14 
Zechariah 2:1-5; 5:1-4 
1 Thessalonians 5:12-18 

Wednesday 
Psalm 9:1-14 
Job 16:1-21 
Matthew 24:45-51 

Thursday 
Psalm 95:1-7a 
1 Kings 22:13-23 
Revelation 14:1-11 

Friday 
Psalm 95:1-7a 
1 Chronicles 17:1-15 
Revelation 22:1-9 

Saturday 
Psalm 95:1-7a 
Isaiah 44:21-28 
Matthew 12:46-50 

Sunday, November 22 
Christ the King  
(Lectionary 34) 

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 
Psalm 95:1-7a 
Ephesians 1:15-23 
Matthew 25:31-46 
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