
The Messenger 
THE MONTH OF AUGUST WAS FIRST called 
“Sextilus.” In 8 BC, it was renamed af-
ter the Roman emperor, who went by 
the name “Augustus,” meaning Auspi-
cious or Venerable.  

In the northern US, August is a hot, 
miserable month when many people 
take summer vacation.  In the South, it 
is hotter and more miserable – and we 
send children back to school. 

It is also, for reasons nobody truly un-
derstands, National Panini Month.  

And on August 15 each year, Chris-
tians all over the world celebrate a ho-
ly day devoted to St. Mary, the Mother 
of Our Lord. 

Roman Catholics talk about her As-
sumption into Heaven, the Eastern Or-
thodox about her Dormition, or “fall-
ing asleep” in peaceful death.  

We Lutherans take no position on this 
old debate. We say instead that she is 
blessed, and the friend of all people, 
because by sheer grace she became the 
mother of Jesus, and in her flesh car-
ried God into the world. 

Our Saviour 
Lutheran Church 
Warrenton, Virginia 

 

No Judgment, 
Only Love 
August 2020 
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Worship 

Weekly Worship Services 
Saturday Night: 
5:30pm 
Led by Voices of Praise, 
this is a blend of classic, 
folk and contemporary 
Christian music. 

Sunday Morning: 
10am 
This is the traditional 
Lutheran liturgy, accom-
panied by our organist, 
Bettie Shiflett. 

Both weekend services are streamed on Facebook 
Live, and are available for later viewing as well. 

 
Continuity of Ministry: 
Next Steps During COVID-19

I wanted to pass along a few updates from the Continuity 
Committee. 

1. After a month of successful, in-person worship, we have 
learned a few things.  

a. Sign-up in advance is no longer required for in-
person worship 

i. It is based on attendance that has not exceed-
ed our space requirements and that we can 
overflow to the fellowship hall if needed. 

ii. We want to encourage those who are com-
fortable to come worship in person.  

iii. We will continue to use a simple sign-in sheet 
to track attendance (It's painless). 
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iv. We will continue to wear our masks and main-
tain social distancing. 

b. Our online services on Saturday and Sunday will con-
tinue for those who stay home or who are out of 
town. Many thanks to the various volunteers and staff 
who make those possible.  

2. Ulrich Park (including our Playground) is now Open 
a. Feel free to use it - please try to maintain social dis-

tancing. 
b. Thank you to the volunteers who secured it and then 

those who helped reopen this welcoming space for 
us and our neighbors. 

3. Fauquier Community Child Care is finished using the 
fellowship hall and classrooms. 

a. Terminal cleaning has been completed and it is open 
to use for the church. 

b. FCCC is very grateful to OSLC for hosting them dur-
ing this time. 

c. If there are needs for the use of the fellowship hall, 
please contact the office. 

4. We also want to extend our deep thanks to our office ad-
ministrator, Yvette Pfeiffer, for continuing to keep us 
connected and up to date with weekly communications.  
They are useful and easy to consume, and we look to them 
to know what is going on in the congregation and commu-
nity. If you haven’t done so recently, send a note, call, or 
come by the office to let her know you appreciate her, too!   

Thanks again, 

Mark Knisely 
 

 

If you have been exposed to COVID-19 in the past 
two weeks, are showing any symptoms of a com-
municable disease, have a fever over 100.4, we ask 
you to stay home and worship online. 
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Spirituality 
Tina Korte is a certified Spiritual Director. She holds Master of Divinity and Doctor of 
Ministry degrees from Luther Seminary, and is part of the THRIVE team

. …A BREATH OF FRESH AIR… 
 

Wake Up!  

Some of us hate those 
words, roll over and say, 
“Not yet, I’m not ready.” 
Waking up is jarring and 
chaotic. Others of us sit 
up saying, “Good Morn-
ing” and welcome the 
daylight with opportuni-
ties of fresh ideas and 
momentary discoveries. 

After our stay-at-home quarantine, COVID-19 pandemic, for 
nearly four months, it’s as if it is now the time to wake up. 

What has shaken you awake? Waking up is nothing new, scrip-
ture is full of stories. A few famous ones: Jonah in the belly of a 
boat sleeping soundly as all around him, men are throwing all 
their valuables into the sea to save the ship; Jesus asleep in the 
boat when a life threatening storm has startled seasoned fish-
ermen; the disciples fall asleep in the middle of prayer at the 
moment when Jesus needed them badly. 

What have you woken up to? 

Jonah wakes up to strange adventures in the belly of a whale! 
This story has had life changing effects for many over the cen-
turies.  
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Jesus wakes up to the shouting and fear of the disciples and 
simply says, “PEACE!” The storm goes away.  

In the third story, the disciples sleeping, as we disciples are 
prone to do, and continue to sleep even after Jesus asks them 
to stay awake.  

We go to bed, turn out the lights, pull up the covers not 
knowing what we will wake up to!! We could say that the dis-
ciples woke up in a nightmare… blood and gore… hollering 
and wailing… questioning and doubt… but in truth within 48 
hours life had changed forever!! Eternity dawned on the likes 
of us all!! 

How do you wake up? How has this COVID-19 wakeup gone 
for you? What is your story and how quickly do you get to the 
truth part of your day? 

The wakeup call for us folks at OSLC is…. GOD LIVES IN US 
IN EVERY SITUATION! HALELLUJAH! 

Thank you, God, for doing whatever was needed to wake me 
up to your life-giving message! JESUS LIVES TODAY WITHIN 
ME!  

 
Sleeper, awake!  

Rise from the dead,  
and Christ will shine 

on you. 
Ephesians 5:14 
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Learning
Adult Bible Study: Revelation 

Pastor Michael’s Adult Bible 
Study (via Zoom on Thurs-
day evenings at 5pm) is now 
looking at the book of Reve-

lation. For more information 
including the Zoom link, 
check the OSLC website un-
der Upcoming Events.  

 
Dave’s Thursday Morning Class  

It’s been a while since Dave 
Raecke’s Thursday morning 
class has been able to meet 
in-person, but the group 
continued meeting by Zoom 
to read and discuss Looking 
Anxiety in the Face: Wisdom 
For All Who Worry by Her-
bert Brokering. And after a 

short hiatus, Dave will be 
starting up class again soon. 
Please keep an eye out for 
an announcement on Our 
Saviour’s website and in the 
weekly news update e-blast. 
You can also contact Dave 
directly. 

What Would YOU Like to Study Together? 

Both Dave Raecke and Pas-
tor Michael are eager to 
hear about the things that 
you would like to know 
more about.   

Is there a book of the Bible 
you’ve always wanted to 
know better? A classic of 
Christian literature you’ve 
been intimidated to open?  

A period in the history of 
the Church (the twelfth 
century is terribly underrat-
ed!), or a particular spiritual 
idea (what is the “Atone-
ment” all about, really)? 

Write or call to share your 
ideas for a future class.  
We’re listening!



Rest Eternal 
… grant unto Dorothy and Peggy, O Lord, and may light perpetual 

shine upon them. Amen. 

Peggy Ann Lewis            September 19, 1941 – June 26, 2020 

Peggy Ann Lewis, age 78, for-
merly of Opal ,Va. passed 
away peacefully on June 26, 
2020, after a long illness. She 
was proceeded in death by 
her parents Dovel and Lillian 
Dearing Lewis and her sister 
Mary Lewis Carver. She is 
survived by her brother, 
James Lewis of Mineral, Va. and 
many nieces and nephews she 
dearly loved. Peggy was a mem-

ber of Our 
Saviour Lu-
theran Church 
and served 
faithfully as a 
greeter for 
Saturday even-
ing services for 
many 

years. Our Saviour has not been 
informed of memorial service 
plans. 

 
Dorothy F. Clark        February 13, 1933 – July 13, 2020 

Dorothy 
Clark, age 
87, passed 
away peace-
fully on July 
13, 2020. 
Dorothy was 
a member of 
Our Saviour 
Lutheran 
Church. She was actively in-
volved in the Altar Guild, 
Quilt Ministry and her crafting 
skills were instrumental to the 

success of OSLC’s annual craft 
show. She enjoyed monthly 
celebrations with the “Lunch 
Bunch” and was a lovely “Lu-
therette”, which was born out 
of the Laura Barr Circle here 
at Our Saviour. Dorothy is 
survived by her husband of 68 
years, Phil Clark. To express 
your sympathies, Phil can be 
reached at The Culpeper, 
12425 Village Loop, Apt. 33, 
Culpeper,



Media Team 
Want in on the Ground Floor?  
OSLC is starting a 
permanent video, 
social and online 
media team 
On March 1, we couldn’t 
imagine not having in-
person services and by 
March 15 we were online 
only. OSLC was forced by 
COVID-19 to quickly develop 
an online presence and we 
want to thank everyone who 
stepped up to make it hap-
pen. We have continued the 
mission of the church during 
these stressful times.   

And we have learned some-
thing important: 

ONLINE SERVICES ARE AN 
IMPORTANT GOSPEL MIN-
ISTRY. 

Given this, OSLC would like 
to start a permanent video, 
social and online media team. 
This team becomes a critical 
part of OSLC and serves just 
like the pastors, musicians, 

readers, greeters, sound 
board, and service assistants. 
If we are going to have this 
team, people must accept this 
especially important respon-
sibility, so it is ready for every 
service.   

The team will enhance our 
worship experience by using 
sound, lighting, and video to 
help everyone see, hear, and 
feel the music and teaching at 
OSLC every week, both in 
the sanctuary and online. We 
believe Saturday nights and 
Sunday mornings should be 
low-stress, no one should ev-
er feel in over their head, and 
we should still be able to do 
great work that wouldn’t feel 
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out of place. No experience 
necessary; we’ll make sure 
you’re fully trained and com-
fortable in your new role. 

We are looking for several 
volunteers to step up for 
these important new roles 
before we make the finan-
cial commitment to buying 
and installing the equip-
ment. No need buying an 
organ if no one is willing or able 
to play it.  

Brad Stewart has done some 
preliminary design work but 
is still looking for input. The 
overall goals of the system 
are ease of operation during 
services, non-proprietary 
equipment that allows us to 
change as our needs change 
and a low profile in the sanc-
tuary, so it isn’t disruptive to 
services. We will have help 
during the design and 
buildout, but the ongoing 
need is for dedicated people 

to run the system as a critical 
part of worship services. 

If you have an interest in 
learning more or joining this 
team, please reach out to 
Brad Stewart (email: 
brad.stewart@oslc-
warrenton.org). We will train 
and ensure you are comfort-
able before you take over the 
controls.  

Any age is encouraged to 
join, and we need several 
people to ensure no one gets 
overwhelmed.  

Please prayerfully consider if 
this is a ministry you can sup-
port.

  

The team will enhance 
our worship experi-
ence by using sound, 
lighting, and video 
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Service 
 

Social Ministry Activities 
June ― July 2020 
 
Food Baskets filled:  4 
(June) 
 
Gas Cards:  4 (June) 
 
Food Distribution:  
• 102 households  
• 153 adults 
•  22 children 
• 18 boxes went to local mo-

tels (2 families w/ children)  
• Food boxes were delivered 

in a “drive-by line” due to 
“no contact” operation. We 
will continue this procedure 
as long as necessary. (June) 

 

 
 
 
 

 
People Helping People:  
• $ 13,235 (a record amount!) 

for rent and utilities  
• $ 8,620 total income for 

month  
 
Assisted:  
• 31 families  
• 38 adult individuals 
• 31 children 
• OSLC volunteer hours — 

43 (June) 
 

Other activities will be 
scheduled on a case-by-case 
basis, based on the COVID-
19 situation. Check for notifi-
cations in the weekly an-
nouncements and on Our 
Saviour’s website. 
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Community 
STAYING CONNECTED  
Through Telephone Calls
During the first months of 
the pandemic, we had a 
crew of people call to check 
on OSLC members and 
friends. A big thank you to 
those people who made 
calls and to all who accept-
ed them graciously.   

We are going to continue 
to call those who are in 
nursing and convalescent 
homes as they still cannot 
have visitors. If you would 
like to make some of these 
calls please let me know.   

Living alone with no interac-
tion can get very lonely.  

Many of these senior adults 
can hold a really great con-
versation. They could tell 
you about the past of OSLC 
and you might even learn 
something. If you want us to 
continue to call you, let 
OSLC know. 

Please contact the office of 
OSLC or Marian Rognlien  
(703-754-9221 or mari-
an1717@comcast.net)  if 
you can call just one person 
once every week to 10 
days.  It would be a great 
way to break up their day 
and yours. 

  

“Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love.” 
--The Rev. John Fawcett, 1792 
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WRITE TO ROSE! 
Can you brighten the day of a founding OSLC member isolat-
ed because of COVID-19? Drop a card or letter to Rose Flohr 
at the address below. 
Many members know Rose, who helped build our congrega-
tion from its origins as a mission start in the 1950s.  She was 
the first leader of our youth and family ministry, as well as the 
long-time chair of our Altar Guild.  
These days, Rose lives at Poet’s Walk, a specialized nursing 
facility in Warrenton.  Because of the coronavirus, she is not 
allowed to have visitors, and telephone calls can often be 
awkward. It is a lonely life. 
But you can help!  Drop her a card at: 

Rose Flohr 
c/o Poet’s Walk 
33 Woodlands Way 
Warrenton, VA 20186 

 
THE MICROWAVE IS GONE!  
Long Live the Microwave! 
Our Saviour thanks Fauquier Community Child Care for the 
kind donation of a new microwave oven.  
During FCCC's time operating a day-care for the children of 
essential workers in OSLC’s Fellowship Hall, the microwave 
that has served this congregation for more than twenty years 
retired. We mourn its passing, and have performed all the 
suitable obsequies. 
Let us rejoice in the gift of a new 1100-watt Hamilton Beach 
oven and hope it serves as faithfully for another quarter cen-
tury. 
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PRINT, ONLINE OR BOTH? 
A Question for Messenger Readers 
Do you prefer to read the Messenger in print or online? Or do 
you value both – the physical copy in your mailbox and the 
electronic version on your phone or computer? Please let us 
know, by emailing or calling Yvette Pfeiffer at the church of-
fice. 

The newsletter is posted 
each month on our web-
site, and most members 
receive a link to it as part 
of their email blast. (If 
you don’t get these blasts 
and would like to, let us 
know that, as well!)  Post-
ing an electronic news-
letter is fast and fairly 
easy. 
In recent months, you 

may have noticed something new -- a stamp on your physical 
newsletter.  The Warrenton post office no longer offers bulk 
mail services. Honestly, the cost of using first-class mail is not 
much higher, and gets the newsletter into members’ mailbox-
es much faster.  
But it does raise the question of how many people, in this age 
of electronic media, actually read their physical copy. We 
don’t want to fill your mailbox with stuff you don’t need. 
We’re in the Gospel-spreading business, not the junk-mail 
business! 
Let us know your preference, and we’ll adjust our mailing list 
appropriately. 



Finance Corner 
Bonnie McQuillan is OSLC’s Congregation Treasurer. She tracks spending and 
income, and makes a detailed monthly report to the Congregation Council. 

 

Last Quarter 2020 Income and Expenses (General Operating Budget) 

 TOTAL 
OFFERING 

TOTAL 
EXPENDITURES 

   

APRIL 2020   $  43,843   $  31,670 
   

MAY 2020   $ 103,411   $  42,239 
   
JUNE 2020   $ 29,067   $  36,018 
   

YTD   $ 275,340   $ 215,650 
 
AVERAGE MONTHLY OFFERING NEEDED:  $ 36,750 
AVERAGE MONTHLY OFFERING NEEDED (During Pandem-
ic):  $32,000 

The above line stating “Average Monthly Offering Needed 
During Pandemic" will be removed starting next month! It 
seemed to jinx the finances as just like a room in your house 
that is not used still needs cleaning, expenses at the church 
continued, i.e., repairs, periodical payments for insurance, li-
censing, printer costs and then our biggest expense – salaries. 
We continue paying our salaries through the Paycheck Protec-
tion Loan as of the end of June, all the while saving that 
amount for the future until things are a little more settled.  

Offerings are continuing at the usual summer pace, for which 
Finance Committee is surprised, but extremely grateful! 
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Council News 
A Word from Our Council President 

Today, I’ve been reflecting on 
appreciation, and in particular 
Psalm 113:3 from my morn-
ing devotional: “From the ris-
ing of the sun to the place 
where it sets, the name of 
the Lord is to be praised”. It 
really is humbling to think 
about the domain with which 
our Lord reigns! Of course, I 
especially love sunrises, and 
the hope a new day brings. 
It’s easy to be appreciative 
when things are going well, 
but I’ve been thinking a lot 
about hidden gems from the 
last couple of months that I 
need to be thankful for, that 
maybe at the time I didn’t ful-
ly appreciate. The bonding 
time with my family, watching 
the gears turn as the kids 
learn something new we have 
been working on, the daily 
morning hugs that I would 

miss if I was driving into 
work, the time we’ve gained 
with our exchange student, 
and many more blessings.  I 
know there are continued 
struggles that we all face, but 
hopefully we can take a mo-
ment to reflect and be grate-
ful for the blessings we have 
received.   

Council Business for the last 
month involved preparing for 
our pastors’ much needed 
vacation, following up on PPP 
changes and requirements, 
and working with FCCC as 
they concluded their use of 
our building. 

I hope that this message finds 
you and your families all 
healthy and safe! 

Troy Stansell 



 


