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WHAT ARE YOU THANKFUL FOR?
We Americans ask that question every
November, on our national Day of
Thanksgiving.
The answers are familiar: our family
and friends, our church, our nation and
its blessings. Even in the midst of this
year’s chaos, most of us are still holding on to those things with gratitude.

No Judgment,

Only Love
November 2020

The Lutheran calendar of Festivals and
Commemorations reminds us the
Christian heroes to whom we owe so
much. In the days just before Thanksgiving, we recall:
• Miguel Agustin Pro, a priest who
served undercover and died for his
faith;
• Justus Falckner, the first Lutheran
to be ordained in America; and
• Isaac Watts, whose 600 hymns include “Joy to the World” and “When
I Survey the Wondrous Cross.”
This will be a Thanksgiving Day like
none other, in a time of crisis. But we
still have much for which to give God
our thanks, including the many saints
who have led us by their faith.

Worship
WEEKLY WORSHIP SERVICES
Saturday Night: 5:30pm

Sunday Morning: 10am

Led by Voices of Praise, this
is a blend of classic, folk and
contemporary Christian
music.

This is the traditional Lutheran liturgy, accompanied
by our organist, Bettie
Shiflett.

Both weekend services are streamed on Facebook Live, and
are available for later viewing as well.

WE’RE CURIOUS

The past months have changed
so very much in our worship life!

craft services that have meaning
to YOU. So is there something
familiar that you miss, or something new that you think we
should try? Please let us know!

Some differences are a deliberate response to COVID – services are shorter and less musical in order to keep worshipers
safer.

Contact Pastor Michael at pastor.michael@oslcwarrenton.org.

But we can be flexible. Pastors
and worship leaders want to

If you have been exposed to COVID-19
in the past two weeks, are showing any
symptoms of a communicable disease,
have a fever over 100.4, we ask you to
stay home and worship online.
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ALL SAINTS SUNDAY
Sunday, 1 November at 10:00am
We give thanks to God for
the blessed dead. This includes those remembered by
Christians all over the world,
and those remembered only
by a few.

We will remember our own
saints aloud in prayer. Many
people also use this day as an
opportunity to the visit the
graves of their loved ones.

THANKSGIVING SERVICE (ONLINE)
Tuesday, 24 November at 7:00pm
This year’s Thanksgiving Service will be different. Our Pie
Fest has been re-imagined as a
chance to provide pies and

baked goods for people in
need (see article on page 8).
The service itself will be completely online – keep an eye
out for links.

CHRIST THE KING
Weekend of Oct. 31-Nov. 1
On the last weekend before
Advent – and before Election
Day – we recognize that human potentates come and go,

but the reign of Christ endures forever. Join us to pray
for a world order shaped by
the Word of God.

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY TIME CHANGE:
Clocks move backward one hour at 2am on November 1

Spirituality
Tina Korte is a certified Spiritual Director. She holds Master of Divinity and Doctor of
Ministry degrees from Luther Seminary, and is part of the THRIVE team

…A BREATH OF FRESH AIR…

Have you ever had a storm roll
through your life? Need I ask?!

garden of Gethsemane as he faces
such a storm, a consolidation of
forces: the mighty conquering
Romans, the complicit Pharisees
and His appointed time with us on
earth. As he wrestled, his prayer
reflects our anguish. “Let this pass
from me.” He lets go and confides,
“Yet not as I will but as you will.”
(Matt. 26:39)

That perfect storm took aim at my
house: the never-ending COVID19 pandemic remains in place; a
husband falls; surgery and acute
rehab; the daughter loses her job
of twenty years; a grandson loses
the love of his life and the back
end of his truck falls off; and the
last vestige of creature comfort,
cream for my coffee, goes sour! (A
little levity is needed in this
storm.)

We, too, pause, gasp, trying to let
go, wanting his calm and peace,
knowing that God is ahead of us
and working for us. Storms come
and go… it’s in their nature. They
leave interesting junk in their
wake!! Broken hips and learning to
walk again; loss of benefits for
building a successful business; a
broken heart and a broken axle;
or a sour taste in your mouth.

I leaned in and asked — what does
Jesus say about the perfect storm?
Wait a minute… He was/is the
perfect storm!
In a storm of this magnitude, we
are blinded. Senses are impaired.
Everything is flying around. It’s
hard to hang on to what is or was.
No way around it, can’t avoid it.
Finally, we are overwhelmed with
fear for all our loved ones. Not
unlike the warrior Jesus in the

The good that comes from the
storm we embrace over time such
as recognition of how vulnerable
we are and deciding on a firmer
prayer life. We discover a deeper
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commitment to family and friends.
We are reminded of our Christian
community that tightened their
arms around us holding us up in
prayer, wanting God’s best for us;
His will, not ours. This is what
thriving is all about!!

PRAYER:
Oh, God! The storm has come. It is
now that we need your reassurance,
your calm. Like Jesus, we really want
to put these colliding storms into your
hands. It is so hard to do. We really
need your help! Teach us to accept
your way. Amen.

ABOUT RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION

Holy Communion is a gift from God, given to nourish our spirits and sustain us on life’s journey.
Although many things have
changed in the past few months,
please do not think that the presence of the coronavirus prevents
you from receiving this blessing.
There are three ways for OSLC
members to receive Holy Communion:
1. At the Sunday Service: We celebrate Holy Communion every
Sunday at 10am. All baptized Christians are invited to receive it.
For now, we only distribute the Body of Christ.
2. At Church During the Week: You can come by Our Saviour
Tuesday through Friday to pray with a pastor and receive reserved Communion. No appointment is necessary, but please call
ahead to be sure Michael or Terri is there.

3. At Home: The pastors are happy to visit you at home and bring
Holy Communion to you. Just call and ask! They will wear masks
inside your home, and will not stay long.
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GOD SIGHTINGS FOR ADVENT 2020
A Devotional Booklet By and For OSLC
“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife,
for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will
bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his
people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what had been
spoken by the Lord through the prophet:
“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall name him Emmanuel,”
which means, “God is with us.” (Matthew 1:20-23)

Tina Korte and the Thrive Team
invite you to share how you see or
know God at work in your lives
now.

an individual to seek and find a
God Sighting(s) in your home,
neighborhood, the world. Then,
please share it with us!

As we prepare for Advent and
the beginning of the church calendar year (November 29th this
year), we can’t help but wonder
about differences in the holidays. It would be easy to be
down and think of what we
have lost. However, the covid
overlay provides us with an
opportunity! We will use it to
develop an Advent Devotional
Booklet involving the entire
congregation.

Your God Sighting can be a story or reflection you have written, or a photograph you have
taken, or a poem or drawing by
you or by others (properly attributed, please). If you have a
Bible verse or a prayer to go
with it, all the better. But that is
not required.

Here’s how it will work:

Please send or bring your God
Sighting to the church office by
November 15th. Although a digital version of it is ideal, we can
scan or type it in for you as

We simply want our 24 days of
waiting for the Lord to be filled
with how we all see God at
work around us!

We need you to find God in
your world… in pictures,
words, sounds, smells, tastes,
touch. Work as a family or as
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well. If you have a specific date
in the Advent calendar that you
want your sighting featured, let
us know.

We will gather your offerings
into an album—a beautiful
keepsake for you to cherish and
use—as well as post them each
day online.

Learning
Would you help us share God’s love
with children, youth, or their parents?
Teaching a child brings a special
joy to the lives of those who are
given the opportunity! When the
content we teach is Jesus and
God’s love story (a.k.a., the Bible!),
that makes it even more special.

and Facebook pages or recording a
video of yourself reading a story
to your children or grandchildren.
Of course, if God calls you to do
more, the Holy Spirit will give you
all you need to do it!

In these unique and challenging
times, Pastor Terri and the Faith
Development Team are seeking
your help building both online and
in-person programming for children, youth, and families. It could
be as simple as posting our Sunday
School materials on the website

If you are interested in our youth
and family ministries, desire to
help create programs, or/and willing to run them, please reach out
to Pastor Terri, Mark Knisely, or
Tom Bartkiewicz. You’ll be glad
you did!

AND DON’T’ FORGET OUR ADULT COURSES:
• “Down and Out”: Dave’s Class. Thursdays at 10:00am
• “The Books of Love”: Pastor Michael’s Class. Thursdays at
5pm.

Zoom links for each class can be found on our website.
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Thanksgiving 2020
“COME, YE THANKFUL PEOPLE, COME”
… to our first ever Reverse Piefest!
We can’t come together to eat
pie this year, but that doesn’t
mean we aren’t thankful! What
about bringing our "pie" to others this year? The Social Ministry
Committee and Caring Team are
asking for your support to help
our neighbors celebrate Thanksgiving in the following ways:

Warrenton & Fauquier First
Responders: Some money will
go to a partnership between
churches and law enforcement
and fire department staff called
“Operation Turkey Drop.”

Donate non-perishable foods
(including some gluten free options) and household cleaning or
You can still bake a pie (or other personal care items to the Our
baked goods) to share! Fauquier Saviour Lutheran Pantry. Money
Habitat for Humanity has
for gift cards can be donated to
asked us to make baked goods
the Emergency Fund as well.
baskets that they will deliver to In all these ways, we will “come
Habitat homeowners. Look for
together” to help our communian email or poster at church
ty and show them God’s everwith a way to sign up, or email
lasting love!
Krista Coyner with questions.
Thanksgiving Worship
Items are due by Sunday, November 22.
Donate money (by mail, in
person drop off, or online) to
Thanksgiving Turkeys. Please
donate by Tuesday, November
17.
Head Start families: Our Social Ministry Committee will use
some of the money to purchase
turkeys for them as we have in
the past.

JOIN US ONLINE

Tuesday, Nov. 24, 7:00pm
In addition, we will have a wonderful Online Thanksgiving Worship Service. Look for details to
come. In the meantime, please
consider recording you or your
family sharing a word of thanks
to God that we can build into
our service!

Service
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD

Help us spread the Good News and great joy to children in need
around the world!
We are so excited to continue packing Operation Christmas Child (OCC) shoeboxes
this year. With the pandemic,
the need has never been
greater.
OCC blesses children around
the world with gift-filled shoeboxes that become opportunities to share the Good News
of Jesus Christ. The boxes
contain items like toys, school
supplies, personal hygiene items, and clothing.
The boxes are shipped to over 100 counties and distributed to
children aged 2-14 to demonstrate God’s love in a tangible way.
We have a goal to fill 150 shoebox gifts!
How You Can Help?
• Sign up to bring items. Take an index card request from
our OCC display and return your items by November 8.
Not here in person? Let us know what you are interested in
donating and we gladly do the shopping for you.
• Check our our Amazon wish list. Don't want to leave
your house? No problem! We have an new Amazon wish
list for shoebox items! Check it out at:
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/Z1M7G93PNV
LI?ref_=wl_share

• Donate toward shipping. Shipping the boxes to a child in
need costs $9 per box. Monetary documents are greatly appreciated! Please make out a check to OSLC with “OCC
shoeboxes” in the memo line.
• Help up pack. We will have items ready to pack with instructions if your family would like to help pack boxes from
November 8-15.
• Pray. Pray for the children who receive our boxes.
Questions: Contact Ashley Keapproth or visit
www.samaritanspurse.org/occ.

QUILTING: 2020 IN REVIEW
A Note from Andrea Mutterer
Let me begin with a heartfelt thank you to the Church Council and the
Congregation for the generous financial support and spiritual support
that makes our Mission possible! Thank you!
Challenges and change did not deter our Quilters from successfully completing and presenting one hundred and thirty one (131) Quilts for
Blessing. Hopefully you had a chance to view the Quilts and listen to the
wonderful sermon in person and/or via Facebook.
Well done Quilters & Friends… Special thanks to Phyllis and Marian for beautifully arranging the Quilts around the altar, on Quilt racks and
stacked high in the choir pews. Thanks also to everyone who helped
after Sunday service bagging and loading the Quilts into Marian’s truck for
transport to the Lutheran World Relief receiving site in Maryland.
And thanks to Pastor Terri for an uplifting sermon and the wonderful
news that thousands of crates containing Quilts & health kits believed to
be destroyed in the Beirut explosion were found intact, contents untouched in the explosion! Thanks be to God.
Fundraiser News… We received $1000 in donations for our September fundraiser. So richly blessed again!
Be well. Keep safe. Many Blessings!
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SOCIAL MINISTRY ACTIVITIES
September ― October 2020
Food Baskets filled: 9 (Sept)

Assisted:
• 20 families
• 23 adult individuals
• 32 children
• OSLC volunteer hours —
45 (Sep)

Gas Cards: 7 (Sept)
Food Distribution:
• 124 households
• 252 individuals
• 200 adults
• 52 children
• 14 boxes to local motels

October Activity: Delivered
76 personal care kits and 131
quilts to Lutheran World Relief (Oct)

Food boxes were delivered in
a “drive-by line” due to “no
contact” operation. We will
continue this procedure as
long as necessary. (Sept)

November Activity:
Collecting money to provide
Thanksgiving baskets for Head
Start families and the staff of
area first responders

People Helping People:
• $ 7,610 for rent, mortgage, motels, and utilities

Other activities will be scheduled on a case-by-case basis,
based on the COVID-19 situation. Check for notifications in
the weekly announcements
and on Our Saviour’s website.

• $ 85,475.50 total income
for month ($75,000 special
grant from Path Foundation
for pandemic relief and
$10,000 grant from Courtland)
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Connections
CHILDREN’S “BRING YOUR
GRANDPARENTS TO CHURCH” DAY
In honor of All Saints Day, our
children will celebrate their own
“faith family trees” with our next
special Children’s Ministry event
at Our Saviour. Come to worship at 10:00am and stay, or just
come at 11:00am.

our faith roots, and plenty of fun
and games!
Grandparents–though not required–will certainly be guests of
honor! A photo or story about
grandparents works, too.

Bring a lunch and beverage for
Meet us out back in the Kim Ul- each family member. Halloween
rich Community Park for time
Costumes are encouraged!
on the playground, connecting to

JUST FOR YOUTH!
We can’t come together at
school yet, and most sports
and group activities are a bit
different this year (if they are
happening at all). Therefore,
we want our youth to connect
in person whenever possible.
We are taking steps to lower
risks by guidance from the
Continuity of Ministry Committee, and we ask that youth
and adults to wear masks

when we need to have them
on.
We are also seeking online fun
opportunities; we will build in
some study halls/laid-back
youth groups again; and we
will head out on hikes or other outings. In all of this, we
will grow closer to each other
in these unusual times!
What do YOU want to do?
Send us your ideas! Pastor.terri@oslc-warrenton.org
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HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP—TBD

A High School Youth event for
November is in the works but
details have not been finalized at
the time of printing. Please keep

an eye out in your email in-box
and on our website for more information.

PALMS HIKE AT WHITNEY STATE FOREST

Saturday, November 7, 11:00am
Youth in 6th-8th grades are invited to hike at this lovely little
preserved forest tucked away in
Warrenton. Whitney Forest has
plenty of easy trails, so it is a
great chance to hang together
while enjoying God’s creation.
Friends welcome!

RSVP to pastor.terri@oslcwarrenton.org by Thursday, November 5th.

Meet at church at 11am to arrive
at the trail by 11:30am. Meet us
at the trail (Google Whitney
State Forest), ride the bus together from church, or caravan
Wear masks on the bus and pack from the church lot.
a lunch/snack and your water
https://dwr.virginia.gov/vbwt
bottle.
/sites/whitney-state-forest/
for more info.

“ONLINE LOST AND FOUND”
November 20-21, 2020
For 7th and 8th Graders—Zoom
with youth from across Virginia,
gathering at OSLC or join from
home!
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Lost and Found, the Virginia
Synod’s annual weekend retreat
for youth in 7th and 8th grades
and their adult advisors, will be
DIGITAL this year! We gather
ONLINE for Large Group experiences with lots of singing and
skits and fun and Small Group
experiences with lots of new
friends, games, conversation,
more games, and faith sharing!

The event will take place via
Zoom during four blocks of time
on Nov. 20-21, 2020 (Friday 6
PM to Saturday 7:30 PM).

In addition, youth from Our Saviour are invited to gather at
OSLC for the Large Group
times, and then separate to
classrooms with your own devices for the Small Groups. (We
won’t sleep overnight at church.)

For more information and to
register for this year's event, visit
https://www.vasynod.org/eve
nt/lost-and-found/. Please let
Pastor Terri know as soon as
you register online so we can
make our local plans!

Registration in advance is required, and there is a $25 fee to
cover the costs of T-shirts and
other needs. (As always, don’t
let money be a reason not to
attend. Talk with Pastor Terri
about a scholarship.)

SUNDAY VIRTUAL FELLOWSHIP
at 11:00am on Zoom
Although some of us can worship in person, many of us cannot. Also, we are discouraged
from lingering in the narthex before or after service. Therefore,
we will continue Virtual Sunday
Fellowship at 11:00am via Zoom.
We have some specific convership is open to everyone, no
sation topics ready, and even
break into small groups for bet- matter which service you attend.
ter conversation. Sunday Fellow- See you at your computers!
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Finance Corner
Bonnie McQuillan is OSLC’s Congregation Treasurer. She tracks spending and
income, and makes a detailed monthly report to the Congregation Council.
Last Quarter 2020 Income & Expenses (General Operating Budget)
OFFERING

EXPENDITURES

JULY 2020

$ 29,226

$ 32,233

AUGUST 2020

$ 42,260

$ 31,357

SEPTEMBER 2020

$ 26,379

$ 34,100

YTD

$ 373,204

$ 313,339

AVERAGE MONTHLY OFFERING NEEDED: $ 36,750
We experienced a bit of a dip in income during the month of September,
but overall we continue in great shape. Two unusual expenses this month
were for an upgrade to our website ($1,360) and A/C repair ($1,029).
The quilts (131) and health kits (79) have been delivered to Lutheran
World Relief for distribution throughout the world. We will send them a
check in October to cover the shipping — thanks to the generous donations of our Congregation!
At this point, the $50,000 deposit for the Memorial/Endowment Fund has
been placed in our money market account, but the interest on that account has fallen to 0.01%!! The Finance Committee is looking for a more
lucrative return — but remains mindful of risk. More to follow.
Thanks to all of our congregation — you make our job such a pleasure as
we strive to be good stewards of your generous donations.
2021 Offering Envelopes
2021 Offering Envelopes will be available for pickup on a table in the
church narthex beginning December 1, 2020. There will be a sign-up list
for anyone who wants an offering box who does not see a box with their
name on it. If you have any questions, please contact Sandy Benfit. As always, thank you for your support for the community and our
church!

Community
WEBSITE UPGRADE COMING
www.oslc-warrenton.org
The Communications Committee has been working on upgrades to
the OSLC
website. They
are in the process of moving
and reviewing
content, and
plan to launch
it soon. The
website address won’t
change, but the
look will be
different.
As part of this upgrade, we are returning to the process of posting
individual news items and events which means instead of having to
scan through a single weekly news post, you will be able to find all
the individual news and event items, as well as recent and upcoming
worship services right on the homepage. You can already see each
news article and event on the current homepage.
Here’s a summary of features you can expect to see on the new
site:
• The top of the homepage will be more focused on helping firsttime visitors learn about us and find important information
• Links to current news and upcoming events as well as recent
worship services can all be found directly on the homepage
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• A new Calendar feature will show events at-a-glance, and each
will link to the event page
• The new site will also enable us to automate the weekly news
email, which will save staff time
Other features will be added after the site is launched that will help
to streamline communications and enable members of the congregation to contribute to the site and communicate more easily with
each other.
We will announce the new site when it is launched, and we hope
you’ll take time to review it. We look forward to your feedback!

FAUQUIER COUNTY
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
NEED YOUR HELP!
Substitute Positions
Available Now
Are you ready to make a 3-5 day
per week commitment, and to help
our children get back into school?
The district seeks to fill the following substitute positions:
•
•
•
•

School Health Nurse (RN)
Teachers
Bus Drivers
Food Service Associate

Submit an application at

jobs.fauquiercounty.gov.
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Council News
2021 MINISTRY SPENDING PLAN Q & A MEETINGS

The OSLC Council will be presenting the 2021 Ministry Spending Plan for
consideration and approval at the November 15, 2020 congregational
meeting. Please join us on either Thursday, Nov. 5 at 7pm or on Sunday,
Nov. 8 at 1pm to learn about the 2021 MSP and to answer any questions
or field and comments you may have concerning the 2021 MSP. The
meetings will be conducted via Zoom. Details on Zoom access are below
and will be posted on the church website as well as sent in an email reminder. If you do not have access to Zoom and still want the information,
please let Yvette in our OSLC office know and someone from the finance
committee will contact you directly.
1. Time: Nov 5, 2020 7:00 PM
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87451020062?pwd=TVdiMXJDK0xUa
ncwRkx3REErdVU5QT09
Meeting ID: 874 5102 0062 Passcode: 800412
2. Time: Nov 8, 2020 1:00 PM
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83618544674?pwd=amo1UFQxd3Zw
dktpVFo0MTdyUU5BQT09
Meeting ID: 836 1854 4674 Passcode: 618581

ONLINE CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
Sunday, November 15, 12-1:30 pm
Voting members should look for an envelope in the mail
containing a letter from our council president, the 2021
proposed Ministry Spending Plan and an agenda for the
meeting. A reminder email containing the link to the Zoom
meeting and how to attend and vote will also be sent to all
eligible voting members for whom we have a valid email.

A WORD FROM OUR COUNCIL PRESIDENT
I want to start by sharing a verse I was reading this morning, and
covering an Update on Council Business.
Don't fret or worry. Instead of worrying, pray. Let petitions and
praises shape your worries into prayers, letting God know your concerns. Before you know it, a sense of God's wholeness, everything
coming together for good, will come and settle you down. It's wonderful what happens when Christ displaces worry at the center of
your life. (Philippians 4:6-7, The Message)
Update on Council Business:
This is a busy time of year for the Council, as we are preparing for
the Upcoming November Congregational Meeting. The Finance
Committee has been working on the 2021 Ministry Spending Plan,
to be proposed in the upcoming November Congregational Meeting. Please take advantage of the information sessions that the Finance Committee are preparing to hold.
The council has also been working with the Nominating Committee
to identify successors to upcoming vacant roles on the council.
We've also been working with the Continuity Committee on next
steps and stages for OSLC. We'll be working on communication
including an agenda, and a copy of the proposed ministry spending
plan to the congregation before the Congregational meeting .
I would like to finish by thanking all the members of the Finance
Committee, the Nominating Committee, and the Continuity Committee, their efforts to advance the ministry of OSLC are truly appreciated. Please pray for the guidance of these committees and for
the council.

Troy Stansell
Troy Stansell, Council President
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