
The Messenger 
LUTHERANS CARE ABOUT PEOPLE, and es-
pecially people in need.  

In Wittenberg, during the Reformation, 
Martin Luther himself helped organize 
the “Community Chest,” which pro-
vided welfare for the poor, zero-
interest loans to get impoverished arti-
sans back on their feet, and funds for 
teachers, church workers and even a 
physician to care for those unable to 
afford medical care. 

In that same spirit, we at Our Saviour 
are proud to celebrate and support 
Lutheran World Relief, the global 
expression of Lutheran charity. 

In 1945, World War II left an estimat-
ed one-fifth of the world’s Lutherans 
homeless. Lutherans in the US mobi-
lized to help in Europe through a new 
agency called Lutheran World Relief. 

Today, Lutheran World Relief operates 
in East and West Africa, Latin America, 
Asia and the Middle East, helping some 
of the world’s poorest communities 
build the resilience they need to thrive. 
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Worship 

WEEKLY WORSHIP SERVICES 
Saturday Night: 
5:30pm 
Led by Voices of Praise, 
this is a blend of classic, 
folk and contemporary 
Christian music. 

Sunday Morning: 
10am 
This is the traditional 
Lutheran liturgy, accom-
panied by our organist, 
Bettie Shiflett. 

Both weekend services are streamed on Facebook 
Live, and are available for later viewing as well. 

 
WE’RE CURIOUS 
The past months have 
changed so very much in 
our worship life!  

Some differences are a de-
liberate response to 
COVID – services are 
shorter and less musical in 
order to keep worshipers 
safer. 

But we can be flexible.  Pas-
tors and worship leaders 

want to craft services that 
have meaning to YOU.  So 
is there something familiar 
that you miss, or something 
new that you think we 
should try? Please let us 
know!   

Contact Pastor Michael at 
pastor.michael@oslc-
warrenton.org. 



BLESSING OF THE QUILTS  
September 26 & 27 
Each year, OSLC’s Quilt 
Ministry supports the global 
efforts of Lutheran World 
Relief by cutting, sewing and 
sending off many, many 
quilts for use by people in 
dire need. 

Before we send these silent 
missionaries into the world, 
it is only right to bless them, 
which we will do in our 
worship services on the 
weekend of Sept. 26 
& 27. 

To prevent the 
spread of infection, 
we will not drape the 
pews (and every oth-

er available space in the 
church) with quilts, as we 
have often done. Instead, 
most will be folded and 
placed on choir benches. 

But two quilts will be dis-
played to show some of the 
beautiful work the Quilt 
Ministry does. 

Join us in person or online 
to rejoice in this work of 
love and compassion. 

 

If you have been exposed to COVID-19 in the past 
two weeks, are showing any symptoms of a com-
municable disease, have a fever over 100.4, we ask 
you to stay home and worship online. 
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Spirituality 
Tina Korte is a certified Spiritual Director. She holds Master of Divinity and Doctor of 
Ministry degrees from Luther Seminary, and is part of the THRIVE team

…A BREATH OF FRESH AIR… 
I got a “stepper” (activity track-
er) several months ago, a wrist 
band that tells me how many 
steps I’ve walked in a day 
among other things. Interesting 
device. Counts my steps from 
morning to night. Resets while I 
sleep. Then begins again the 
next morning. Similar to my life 
in Christ.… “New every morn-
ing.” Lam. 3:23 

I put this question to you, the 
one most of us hear every day 
during this COVID-19 pandem-
ic: “How are you doing?” And I 
add, are you walking out your 
faith? Are you thriving?  

Stepping is the process of walk-
ing. You step in order to walk. 
A newborn held up with its feet 
touching a table or bed will flex 
its feet. We are born with a 
stepping reflex. It is natural to 
walk as a human and even more 
so for us, to step with Jesus.  

As I look at that little black box, 
the “stepper”, strapped to my 
wrist, I think of my love of Jesus 
affixed to my heart – strapped 
into my heart; both accompany 
me on my daily routines. Of 
course, the “stepper” will un-
doubtedly wear out after 
1,000,000 steps, if I’m lucky to 
get that many. It will be put out 
of business probably because of 
water damage or more likely it 
will be forgotten in a drawer 
like any other toy that is past its 
prime. 

But this love affair is between 
me and God……..forever.                                                                                                                      

Peter tells us to “follow in His 
steps.” (I Pet 2:21) Jesus tells us 
why. “Follow me and never 
walk in darkness.” (John 8:12) 

Prayer 

Dear Jesus,  

As I breathe, as I step, as I walk to-
day, help me follow you closely. Help 
me walk in your light. Amen.



Learning
BIBLE CLASS:  LETTERS THAT START WITH “J” 
So … what is the Letter of 
Jude really about?  Or the 
Letter of James?  Or those 
three really short ones by 
John? 

These books aren’t well 
known, nor often studied.  
But they contain some mys-
terious passages, like a ref-
erence to the Devil and St. 

Michael struggling over the 
body of Moses. They con-
tain some of the most trou-
blesome passages, like the 
assertion that works are as 
important as faith.  And 
above all, they contain some 
of the most beautiful, like 
the bold promise that “God 
is love.” 

Let’s explore them 
together, in Pastor 
Michael’s Thursday 
evening Adult Bible 
Study, taught by 
Zoom at 5pm. The 
new unit begins on 
September 10, and a 
Zoom link will be 
posted on our Face-
book page and web-
site. 

  St, Michael and 
Satan, based on 
Jude 1:9 
 
Image by David 
Coker 
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SEEKING SOME STUDY? 

Or Eager to Teach?
Would you like to help bring 
the Good News of God’s 
Love to children, youth, or 
adults, either in person or 
online? Or do you have learn-
ing ideas or needs you want us 

to be aware of? Please com-
municate with Pastor Terri or 
one of the leaders of the 
Faith Growth Team: Tom 
Bartkiewicz, Nancy Griffin-
Bonnaire, or Mark Knisely.

LEARNING – DELAYED BUT IN THE WORKS!
With schools just getting 
started—and in a complete-
ly new format this year—as 
this newsletter goes to 
print, our Faith Growth 
Team has had to wait to 
make plans for both in-
person and virtual learning 
opportunities in September.  

Pastor Michael is teaching a 
new Thursday night Zoom 
class (see the previous 
page), and Pastor Terri has 
worked with others to or-

ganize youth group events 
and social activities. Details 
are included in this newslet-
ter.  

However, Confirmation, 
Sunday School, Dave’s 
Class, and other learning 
opportunities are still being 
planned. Frankly, scheduling 
some of them is a challenge 
right now. Look for the 
weekly news to find out 
more.  
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Service 
SEPTEMBER IS LUTHERAN WORLD  
RELIEF MONTH AT OUR SAVIOUR!  
Quilt and Personal Care Kits 
In September each year, 
Our Saviour gathers sup-
plies and funds to support 
the ministry of Lutheran 
World Relief.  

Quilts & Kits 

Throughout the month, the 
Social Ministry Committee 
calls us to collect items to 
compile into personal care 
kits, and at the end of the 
month we gather the amaz-
ing quilts made by our Quilt 
Ministry for a Quilt Blessing. 
This year will be similar, 
even if some of the details 
will be different . 

Help for Beirut 

The catastrophic explosion 
in Beirut last month also af-
fected the work of LWR.  

The blast destroyed three 
40-foot shipping containers, 
which held more than 
22,000 LWR Mission Quilts, 
100 cartons of School Kits, 
300 cartons of Personal 
Care Kits, and 125 cartons 
of Baby Care Kits that were 
being prepared for distribu-
tion. Now, an estimated 
24,550 people in great need 
will not receive these essen-
tial supplies. 
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"This loss could mean a 
more bitter winter for 
thousands of refugees," said 
Melanie Gibbons, LWR’s 
deputy director for out-
reach and engagement. 
"Our quilts are made with 
love by those who painstak-
ingly craft them, and they’re 
deeply appreciated by the 
people in distress who re-
ceive them, both for the 
warmth and the message of 
care they provide." 

Will you take action to love 
our neighbors in Lebanon? 

Here are some ways for you 
to be involved and lend a 
hand: 

• Look at the Social Minis-
try report in this news-
letter for information on 
the Personal Care Kits 
and when to bring in the 
items. (Note, there is no 
need to make the kits be-
fore you bring them in. 

We will have to take them 
apart and then recompile. 
Buy items in bulk if you 
find a good deal!) 

• Consider making an addi-
tional donation to the 
church for either of these 
ministries to buy items 
and/or pay shipping costs. 

• Donate directly to LWR 
on their website. 

• Come or Log in to Wor-
ship on Saturday or 
Sunday, September 26-
27, when we ask God to 
bless what we will deliver 
to those in greatest need. 

Drumroll please…How 
many quilts will Our Sav-
iour donate in this dra-
matically different year? 
Submit your guesses on our 
Facebook page or just come 
to worship and find out! 
September 26 at 5:30pm or 
September 27 at 10:00am. 



SOCIAL MINISTRY ACTIVITIES 
July ― August 2020 
Food Baskets filled: 5 (July) 

Gas Cards:  5 (July) 

Food Distribution:  

• 102 households  

• 175 individuals 

o 153 adults 

o   22 children 

• 14 boxes went to local mo-
tels  

• Food boxes were delivered 
in a “drive-by line” due to 
“no contact” operation. We 
will continue this procedure 
as long as necessary. (July) 

People Helping People:  

• $ 15,701 (new record!) for 
rent, mortgage, motels, and 
utilities  

• $ 3,450 total income for 
month  

Assisted:  

• 42 families  

• 39 adult individuals 

• 22 children 

• OSLC volunteer hours — 
68 (July) 

September Activity: Col-
lection for Lutheran World 
Relief Personal Care Kits. 
Items needed for each kit are: 

• ONE light- or medium-
weight bath-size towel (be-
tween 20” x 40” and 52” x 
27”), dark color recom-
mended  

• TWO or three bath-size 
bars of soap equaling 8 to 9 
oz., any brand, in original 
wrapping  

• ONE adult-size toothbrush 
in original packaging*  

• ONE sturdy comb, re-
move from packaging  

• ONE metal nail clippers (at-
tached file optional), re-
move from packaging  
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Bring your items with you to 
worship to drop off before 
service or anytime during 
church office hours (Tue-Fri, 
9:30 am-2:30 pm). A clearly 
marked container will be 
available in the narthex.  

If you wish, you may donate 
money and we will purchase 
the necessary items. Please 

contact Judy Raecke at (540) 
937-5334 with questions. 

Other activities will be 
scheduled on a case-by-case 
basis, depending on the 
COVID-19 situation. Check 
for notifications in the weekly 
announcements and on Our 
Saviour’s website. 

  PERSONAL CARE KITS
Include the following items in each Personal Care Kit:

1 2

1 1

One light-weight bath-size towel 
(between 20"×40" & 52"×27"), 
dark color recommended

Two bath-size bars (4 to 5 
oz.) of soap, any brand, in 
original wrapping

One adult-size toothbrush 
in its original packaging*

One sturdy comb, 
remove packaging

*Toothbrush multi-packs may be used by sealing an individual 
toothbrush in a business-size envelope; no plastic bags or wrap

1 One metal nail clippers 
(attached file optional), 
remove packaging

Wrap all the items in the 
towel and tie securely 
with ribbons or yarn.
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Connections 
JUST FOR YOUTH! 
We can’t come together at 
school yet, and most sports and 
group activities are a bit different 
this year (if they are happening at 
all). Therefore, we want our 
youth to connect in person 
whenever possible.  

We are taking steps to lower 
risks by guidance from the Con-
tinuity of Ministry Committee, 
and we ask youth and adults to 
wear masks when we need to 
have them on. 

We are also seeking online fun 
opportunities; we will build in 
some study halls/laid-back youth 
groups again; and we will head 
out on hikes or other outings. In 
all of this, we will grow closer to 
each other in these unusual 
times! 

What do YOU want to do? Send 
us your ideas! Pastor.terri@oslc-
warrenton.org  

High School Youth Group—Sunday, September 20, from 5-7pm 

Middle School Youth Group—Sunday, September 27, from 5-
7pm 

Join us for fun, food, and friendship! Each group will use the same format. 

Ø Outdoors (weather permitting) 
Ø Games will include one sport and one goofy group game—TBD 

(any requests?) 
Ø Food:  

o pizza (pre-plated for safety; gluten-free available) 
o canned soda (first to let Pastor Terri know what soda you 

want will be on offer!) 
o Dessert (hopefully a homemade treat) 

Ø RSVP to pastor.terri@oslc-warrenton.org by noon on the day of 
so we know how much pizza to order. If you want to put in a re-
quest for a game or soda choice, let me know a few days ahead. 
Can’t wait to reconnect! 
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SATURDAY POTLUCKS ARE CHANGING! 
Zoom on over to our new 
Second Saturday Socials! 
Tamar Yager is planning fun 
evening events to follow Satur-
day worship, 6:30pm every se-
cond Saturday of each month. 
Food or drink will be optional, 
conversation will be somewhat 

guided, and games like Trivia or 
Bingo are in the works. Watch 
Facebook dnd the website for 
the Zoom link and details when 
we get closer to each month’s 
event. We look forward to con-
necting! 

SUNDAY VIRTUAL FELLOWSHIP AT 
11:30AM ON ZOOM CONTINUES!  
Although some of us can wor-
ship in person, many of us can-
not. Also, we are discouraged 
from lingering in the narthex be-
fore or after service. Therefore, 
we will continue Virtual Sunday 
Fellowship at 11:30am via Zoom. 
We will have some specific con-
versation topics ready, and we 

may even break into small 
groups for better conversation. 
Sunday Fellowship is open to 
everyone, no matter which ser-
vice you attend. See you at your 
computers! 

CONNECTING 
When the Thrive initiative sent 
out their first “who are we” 
question last Winter, they asked, 
“Why do you gather?” Among 
the many responses, the biggest 
response (by a nose over wor-
ship) was Fellowship. We 
learned that you value having fun 
at church, seeing friends, catch-
ing up, eating, and playing to-
gether.  

Therefore, when the world shut 
down to help slow the spread of 

the coronavirus in March, we 
immediately started online pro-
grams. However, as the world 
took steps to reopen, and as 
Our Saviour added in-person 
worship and small group oppor-
tunities, interest in those virtual 
offerings waned.  

However, the truth is that not 
everyone can get out and about. 
Nor, for safety’s sake, can eve-
ryone linger in those in-person 
gatherings. Even the new OSLC 
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Drive-In Theater—a wonder-
ful way to be together just for 
fun—does not allow for conver-
sations.  

We need a way to connect and 
have conversations—some free 
chatting, some deeper time, 
some prayer, and some guided 
conversations. With Zoom and 
other video meeting programs, 
we can do that. In fact, once we 
gather online, we gain the abil-
ity to participate in church no 
matter where we are, in Fau-
quier County, Colorado, or even 
Romania! Could it be that God is 
calling us to grow as a church, 
even when we cannot ALL gath-

er? 

Therefore, in addition to the vir-
tual offerings already available, 
look and listen for news about 
Conversation Café, a more in-
depth way to connect online in 
prayer, conversation, and spir-
itual growth. It is currently being 
developed by Spiritual Director 
Tina Korte and Pastor Terri. Al-
so look for news about more 
education and fellowship oppor-
tunities for all ages. We are ea-
ger to connect, and through the 
Holy Spirit at work in the world, 
we can! 

 

  

Watch our Website for Drive-In Movie Announcements! 
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Community 
DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO NEEDS 
ASSISTANCE? 
Needless to say, this has been a challenging year for all of us! 
However, some among us are hit hardest by the effects of the 
coronavirus. If you know someone (including yourself) who 
needs a hand, here are some resources that we offer or have 
been shared with us. 

Help with Housing Needs: 
Virginia Rent and Mortgage Relief Program (RMRP) 

The Virginia Rent and Mort-
gage Relief Program (RMRP) 
is designed to support and 
ensure housing stability 
across the commonwealth 
during the coronavirus pan-
demic. Depending on availa-
bility of funds and household 
need, the RMRP may provide 
financial assistance for rent or 
mortgage payments for eligi-
ble households. This includes 
financial assistance for rent or 
mortgage payments past due 
beginning April 1, 2020 and 

onward. Financial assistance is 
a one-time payment with op-
portunity for renewal based 
on availability of funding and 
the household’s need for ad-
ditional assistance and con-
tinued eligibility.  

For more information, includ-
ing a simple “do I qualify?” 
questionnaire, please visit: 

Virginia Department of Hous-
ing and Community Devel-
opment (DHCD): 
www.dhcd.virginia.gov/rmrp	



People Helping People (PHP) 

Do you know this amazing 
organization that helps resi-
dents of Fauquier County? 
For over 25 years, People 
Helping People has provided 
emergency financial assis-
tance to families and individ-
uals in Fauquier County, Vir-
ginia. Between paying rent or 
a utility bill and connecting 
people with other agencies 
in the county, they have a 
great impact on our commu-
nity. Our Saviour is a found-

ing partner with this small 
non-profit and continues to 
support them with volun-
teers and finances. 

If you need assistance, please 
call their office at (540) 349-
9017.   Office Hours are 
Monday-Thursday from 
9:00am – 12:00pm. In re-
sponse to Covid-19, some 
procedures are different, and 
more aid than usual may be 
available. 

Help with Food, Paper Products, Gas Cards, 
and More: 
Fauquier County Food Distribution Coalition 

On the third Saturday morn-
ing of every month, volun-
teers from across the area 
gather at the Warrenton 
United Methodist Church to 
distribute pre-packed boxes 
of food. Some registration in-

formation is asked, and at this 
time, the boxes are distribut-
ed in a drive-through fashion. 
Our Saviour collects food and 
money to support this vital 
ministry and sends volunteers 
over each month.  

For more information, con-
tact Dave and Judy Raecke 
(church members) or go to 

the Coalition’s website: 
http://fauquierfood.org/inde
x.html 
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Our Saviour has our own Food Pantry 

We offer to our members 
and neighbors a chance to 
select just what they need 
from our selection of non-
perishable foods, toilet pa-
per, personal care items, 

and cleaning supplies. We 
also offer gas cards and oc-
casionally have grocery gift 
cards to give away. The 
Food Pantry and Gas Cards 
are available from 10- 

Our Saviour has an Emergency Fund  

This can sometimes help fill 
the gaps our members and 
neighbors may experience 
for any reason at any time. 
Contact the pastors for 

more information. We want 
to help! 

 

 
THIS COUNTRY  
will not be a 
good place for 
ANY OF US to 
live in unless 
we make it a 
good place for 
ALL OF US to live in.

―Theodore Roosevelt 



PRINT, ONLINE OR BOTH? 
A Question for Messenger Readers 
Do you prefer to read the Messenger in print or online? Or do 
you value both – the physical copy in your mailbox and the 
electronic version on your phone or computer? Please let us 
know, by emailing or calling Yvette Pfeiffer at the church office. 

The newsletter is 
posted each month 
on our website, and 
most members re-
ceive a link to it as 
part of their email 
blast. Posting an 
electronic newsletter 
is fast and fairly easy. 

In recent months, 
you may have no-
ticed something new 
-- a stamp on your 

physical newsletter.  The Warrenton post office no longer of-
fers bulk mail services. Honestly, the cost of using first-class 
mail is not much higher, and gets the newsletter into members’ 
mailboxes much faster.  

But it does raise the question of how many people, in this age 
of electronic media, actually read their physical copy. We don’t 
want to fill your mailbox with stuff you don’t need. We’re in 
the Gospel-spreading business, not the junk-mail business! 

Let us know your preference, and we’ll adjust our mailing list 
appropriately. 



Finance Corner 
Bonnie McQuillan is OSLC’s Congregation Treasurer. She tracks spending and 
income, and makes a detailed monthly report to the Congregation Council. 

 

Last Quarter 2020 Income and Expenses (General Operating Budget) 

 TOTAL 

OFFERING 

TOTAL 

EXPENDITURES 

MAY 2020   $ 103,411   $  42,239 

JUNE 2020   $  29,067   $  36,018 

JULY 2020   $  29,226   $  32,233 

YTD   $ 304,565   $ 247,882 
 

AVERAGE MONTHLY OFFERING NEEDED:  $ 36,750 

Four and a half months into the pandemic and we are holding our 
own thanks to the generosity of everyone! All the money Our Sav-
iour received from the Paycheck Protection Program has now been 
spent, which accounts for the large difference above between YTD 
Income and YTD Expenditures. We are now awaiting instructions 
from the Small Business Administration and PNC Bank regarding 
the next steps in this program. 

Our Saviour has been able to continue contributions to the agen-
cies in town that we support (People Helping People, Fauquier 
County Food Distribution Coalition, and Habitat for Humanity), as 
well as the Virginia Synod. At the same time, the Synod sent us a 
small grant to help with COVID-19 needs in our community, which 
will be administered by Social Ministry. Paying the costs from the 
Quilt Ministry as they begin again to help in the world through Lu-
theran World Relief/Lutheran Disaster Relief is something to which 
we are joyfully looking forward. 

Far from normal, but a little closer than it seems. Thank you again 
for your continued financial support.



Saints for September 
A full can be found in Evangelical Lutheran Worship, pages 14-17. 

September 2: 
Nikolai Grundtvig, bishop, re-
newer of the church, d. 1872 
A Danish theologian and pastor, 
he battled the idea that Christiani-
ty was more a philosophy than 
divine revelation.  
September 9: 
Peter Claver, priest, mission-
ary to Colombia, d.1654 
A Jesuit who ministered to en-
slaved people.  
September 13: 
John Chrysostom, bishop, d. 
407 
As bishop of Constantinople, seat 
of the empire, he criticized cor-
ruption in the court, and was ban-
ished by the empress. 

September 14: 
Holy Cross Day 
Helena, mother of Constantine, 
made a pilgrimage to the Holy 
Land and found what may be the 
actual site of Jesus’ crucifixion.  
September 16: 
Cyprian, bishop, d. around 
258 
Bishop during a time of great per-
secution. He also provided medi-
cal care during a severe epidemic. 
September 17: 
Hildegard, abbess, d. 1179 

A mystic who wrote poems and 
hymns, as well as in medicine, 
theology, and natural history.  
September 18: 
Dag Hammarskjöld, renewer 
of society, d. 1961 
Swedish diplomat and Secretary 
General of the United Nations 
until his death in a plane crash 
while trying to negotiate peace in 
present-day Zambia.  
September 21: 
Matthew, Apostle and Evan-
gelist 
Matthew (or Levi) was a tax col-
lector for the Roman government. 
Tax collectors were frequently 
despised for dishonesty and for 
assisting the occupiers. Jesus nev-
ertheless chose Matthew to be a 
disciple. 
September 29: 
Michael and All Angels 
Michael the archangel, captain of 
the heavenly hosts, is remem-
bered on this day along with the 
other angels and archangels.  
September 30 
Jerome, translator, d. 420 
A biblical scholar and translator 
who translated  the original He-
brew and Greek scriptures into 
popular Latin, creating a version 
called the Vulgate. 
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