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CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP 
Thursday, December 24 
Drive-In Worship @ 4:00 pm 
Welcome the Christ Child with the whole church from the safety and 
comfort of your car (listen on your car radio; FM station TBA onsite). We will sing carols, hear 
and see the Christmas story (spoiler alert: Holy Family visit), and pray for the peace that the 
angels proclaimed. Come celebrate with us! 
 
Online Lessons & Carols Worship @ 7:00 pm 
Pull up our Facebook page to join us for a Premier Christmas Lessons and 
Carols service! Join Voices of Praise by the fire to sing traditional carols 
and hear the Story of Jesus from the Bible. The Handbell Choir's rendition 
of The Little Drummer Boy will remind us that Jesus loves and accepts us 
just as we are. 
 
Online Vigil Worship @ 11:00 pm 
Pull up our Facebook page to join us for a Premier Christmas Eve service. A 
mass choir by the Association of Lutheran Church Musicians will thrill our 
"midnight mass," and Dean Kolb will offer some multi-part, a cappella music. 
Organist Barbara Hoke and others will share Christmas music in both new 
and old ways. The Christmas liturgy and carols will feel familiar and remind us 
of the old nativity story once more. 

 
CHRISTMAS DAY WORSHIP 
Thursday, December 25 
Worship on Zoom @ 11:00 am 

Log in for our most intimate Christmas service to celebrate the Word 
Made Flesh among us — Jesus Christ our Lord! Face-to-face prayer and 
storytelling, with time to linger and chat afterwards, will connect us to each 
other and the Newborn King.  

To join Zoom service, type the following URL into your browser: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84300201722?pwd=WGNvd1crMDlLOTNQYTBQeU10Q2tidz09 

Meeting ID: 843 0020 1722  

Passcode: 022524  

For those who wish to attend with audio only (telephone), dial from any phone +1( 301) 
715-8592 and use the same Meeting ID and Password listed above.  
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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

PRELUDE 
INVOCATION 
All may make the sign of the cross. 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
The assembly stands. The presiding minister invites all people to confess. 

The Sun of righteousness shall rise with healing beams. Let us gather 
under the wings of God’s mercy. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
The words of confession are inspired by the Benedictus, Luke 1:68-79  

Gracious God, 
we acknowledge that we are sinners and we confess our sins—those 
known to us that burden our hearts, and those unknown to us but seen 
by you. We know that before you nothing remains hidden, and in you 
everything is revealed. Free us from the slavery of sin; liberate us from 
the bondage of guilt; work in us that which is pleasing in your sight; for 
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

From the house of David, God raised up a mighty Savior. 
 Blessed be the God of Israel, who comes to set us free. 
Remembering the covenant, God delivered us from our enemies. 
 Blessed be the God of Israel, who comes to set us free. 
Before God we are holy and righteous, free to worship without fear. 
 Blessed be the God of Israel, who comes to set us free. 
With a heart full of mercy and compassion, God saves us and forgives us 
all our sins. Christ, the dawn from on high, shines upon us, and by the 
light of the Holy Spirit + guides our feet into the way of peace. 
 Amen 
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GATHERING HYMN   O Come O Come Emmanuel                 ELW 257 
Stanza(s):  1 Only 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH 
The presiding minister greets the assembly and offers a prayer. As the 
wreath is lit, the Introit (based on Isaiah 45:8) is read responsively. 

Skies, let the Just One come forth like the dew, 
Let him descend from the clouds like the rain. 

The earth will open up 
And give birth to our Savior. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and shall be forever. Amen. 
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KYRIE  (spoken by the Assisting Minister) 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy.  

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The presiding minister offers a prayer. 

Let us pray.  
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and 
might, free us from the sin that would obstruct your mercy, that willingly 
we may bear your redeeming love to all the world, for you live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

The assembly is seated. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING:  Romans 16:25-27 
A reading from Romans. 

  25Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and 
the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery 
that was kept secret for long ages 26but is now disclosed, and through the 
prophetic writings is made known to all the Gentiles, according to the 
command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith—27to the 
only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

  



 
 

6 

PSALM:  Luke 1:46b-55 
 46bMy soul proclaims the greatness | of the Lord, 
  47my spirit rejoices in | God my Savior, 
 48for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your | lowly servant. 
  From this day all generations will | call me blessed: 
 49you, the Almighty, have done great | things for me 
  and holy | is your name. 
 50You have mercy on | those who fear you, 
  from generation to | generation.  
 51You have shown strength | with your arm 
  and scattered the proud in | their conceit, 
 52casting down the mighty | from their thrones 
  and lifting | up the lowly. 
 53You have filled the hungry | with good things 
  and sent the rich | away empty. 
 54You have come to the aid of your | servant Israel, 
  to remember the prom- | ise of mercy, 
 55the promise made | to our forbears, 
  to Abraham and his chil- | dren forever.  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

Alleluia. Show us your steadfast love, O Lord. 
And grant us your salvation. Alleluia.  

GOSPEL:  Luke 1:26-38 
The holy gospel according to Saint Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in 
Galilee called Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was 
Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came 
to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29But she 
was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this 
might be. 30The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have 
found favor with God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and 
bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be 
called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the 
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throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob 
forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 34Mary said to the angel, 
“How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35The angel said to her, “The Holy 
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be 
called Son of God. 36And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has 
also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to 
be barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38Then Mary said, 
“Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your 
word.” Then the angel departed from her. 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON 
Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
An assisting minister leads the prayers. 

Mighty God, come quickly to comfort your people. Hear our prayers for 
everyone in need. 

A brief silence. 
Gracious God, all generations call you blessed. In this holy season we pray 
for our neighbors of other denominations and faiths. Be with our friends 
at St. John the Evangelist Roman Catholic Church, St. James Episcopal 
Church, Warrenton Presbyterian Church and Warrenton United 
Methodist Church. Bless the Fauquier Jewish Congregation, the Buddhist 
monks in Catlett and Nokesville, and the Sikhs gathering in Gainesville. 
Cultivate understanding among us and strengthen us all in service to the 
community we share. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Righteous God, you humble the powerful and lift up the lowly. We pray 
for the leaders of all nations, that they hear the voices of people in need, 
and create societies in which everyone can flourish. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Compassionate God, you fill the hungry with good things and send the 
rich away empty. Nourish those who need food. Bless food pantries and 
feeding ministries, as your people care for our neighbors. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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Here other intercessions may be offered. 
The presiding minister concludes the prayers. 

Healing God, you pour out mercy to all who cry out to you. Surround 
everyone in need of healing in body, mind, or spirit with your tender 
presence (especially). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Eternal God, you are faithful to the promises you made to our forebears. 
We give thanks for Katharina von Bora Luther and all your servants who 
organized, planned, dreamed, encouraged, and reached out in your name. 
Inspire others with their steadfast witness. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

PEACE 
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other with peace. 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 

We greet each other with a reverent bow. If you are willing, go to the camera 
to offer peace to those worshiping from home. 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

OFFERING 
The presiding minister may invite the assembly to participate. 

Let us offer to God what God has first given us: our selves, our time, and 
our possessions – signs of God’s gracious love. 

You may leave an offering in the plate near the door.  You may also give 
online at www.oslc-warrenton.org/donate. 
During this time, the table is set. 

OFFERING PRAYER 
After the table is set, the assisting minister leads a prayer. 

Let us pray. O Lord, may these holy mysteries purify our hearts and draw 
us closer to the One who is their source, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen.  

file://aquinas/Shared/Administrative/00%20WEEKLY%20FILES/03%20Sunday%20bulletin%20folders/2020-Sunday-Bulletins/June%20July%20August%202020/August2020-Bulletins/www.oslc-warrenton.org/donate
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SURSUM CORDA  
The presiding minister invites the assembly to give thanks. 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
The presider offers a sacrifice of praise and thanks on behalf of the assembly.  

Holy God, the Beginning and the End, our Salvation and our Hope, we 
praise you for creating a world of order and beauty. 

When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair, you sent the prophets to 
proclaim your justice and mercy. 

At this end of the ages your Son Jesus came to bring us your love and to 
heal all the suffering world. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 

for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and resurrection, we await his 

coming again in righteousness and peace. 
Send your Spirit on us and on this bread and wine we share: strengthen 

our faith, increase our hope, and bring to birth the justice and joy of 
your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy 
Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever.  

Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as our Savior taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The presiding minister invites the assembly to the table in the words of Zechariah 9:9: 

Rejoice, O Jerusalem 
The King is coming. 
The assembly may be seated. The bread may be broken for the communion. 

COMMUNION 
• Communion today will be under the form of bread alone.  
• Ushers will direct you toward the altar.  
• Please maintain a six-foot distance from those outside your own household and 

approach the presiding minister with your arms fully extended. 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assisting minister offers a prayer after communion. 

Let us pray.  

AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
Those who cannot be present in body may offer this prayer, and trust that 
Christ is with them in faith and love. If you would like the pastors to bring 
communion to your home, please let us know.  
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in Holy Communion, according 
to your promise. I love you above all things and I desire you in my soul.  
Since I cannot now receive you in the sacrament, come to my heart in 
the spirit. I embrace you now as if you were here and unite myself 
wholly to you. Never let me be separated from you. Amen.  
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Gracious God, you give us food from heaven. By our sharing in this 
mystery, teach us to judge wisely the things of earth, and to love the 
things of heaven. 
Amen. 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Brief announcements may be made. You may also access the following on the OSLC 
website:   

News/Announcements – www.oslc-warrenton.org/blog  
Calendar – www.oslc-warrenton.org/calendar  
Upcoming Events – www.oslc-warrenton.org/news/upcoming-
events  

BLESSING 
The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing. 

Almighty God, Father ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen.  

SENDING HYMN       Hark! The Herald Angels Sing     ELW 270  
(See next page for song  ) 

DISMISSAL 
The assisting minister may send the assembly into mission. 

Go in peace. Wait for the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

www.oslc-warrenton.org 
6194 Dumfries Road  

Warrenton, VA 20187     
(540) 347-3224  

office@oslc-warrenton.org  
  

The Rev. Michael G. Church, Pastor   
pastor.michael@oslc-warrenton.org  

The Rev. Terri E. L. Church, Pastor 
 pastor.terri@oslc-warrenton.org

 
Bettie Shiflett, Organist 

Dean Kolb, Choir Director 
  Brian Stevenson, Voices of Praise Music Director  

 Susan Kiser, Handbell Choir Director 
Joanne Smoot, Sexton 
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