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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

PRELUDE 
INVOCATION 
All may make the sign of the cross. 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
The assembly stands. The presiding minister invites all people to confess. 

The Sun of righteousness shall rise with healing beams. Let us gather under the 
wings of God’s mercy. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
The words of confession are inspired by the Benedictus, Luke 1:68-79  

Gracious God, 
we acknowledge that we are sinners and we confess our sins—those known to 
us that burden our hearts, and those unknown to us but seen by you. We 
know that before you nothing remains hidden, and in you everything is 
revealed. Free us from the slavery of sin; liberate us from the bondage of guilt; 
work in us that which is pleasing in your sight; for the sake of Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen 

From the house of David, God raised up a mighty Savior. 
 Blessed be the God of Israel, who comes to set us free. 
Remembering the covenant, God delivered us from our enemies. 
 Blessed be the God of Israel, who comes to set us free. 
Before God we are holy and righteous, free to worship without fear. 
 Blessed be the God of Israel, who comes to set us free. 
With a heart full of mercy and compassion, God saves us and forgives us all our 
sins. Christ, the dawn from on high, shines upon us, and by the light of the Holy 
Spirit + guides our feet into the way of peace. 
 Amen 
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GATHERING HYMN     Prepare the Royal Highway                 ELW 264  
Stanza(s):  1 & 4 Only 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH 
The presiding minister greets the assembly and offers a prayer. As the wreath is lit, 
the Introit (based on Psalm 84) is read responsively. 

People of Zion behold, the Lord is coming 
To save all nations.  
And the Lord shall cause you to hear his majestic voice  
For the joy of your heart.  
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 
As it was in the beginning, is now and shall be forever. Amen. 
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KYRIE  (spoken by the Assisting Minister) 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy.  

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The presiding minister offers a prayer. 

Let us pray.  
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming 
strengthen us to serve you with purified lives; through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 

The assembly is seated. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING:  Isaiah 40:1-11 
A reading from Isaiah. 
 1Comfort, O comfort my people, 
  says your God. 
 2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
  and cry to her 
 that she has served her term, 
  that her penalty is paid, 
 that she has received from the LORD’s hand 
  double for all her sins. 
 

 3A voice cries out: 
 “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, 
  make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
 4Every valley shall be lifted up, 
  and every mountain and hill be made low; 
 the uneven ground shall become level, 
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  and the rough places a plain. 
 5Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 
  and all people shall see it together, 
  for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 
 

 6A voice says, “Cry out!” 
  And I said, “What shall I cry?” 
 All people are grass, 
  their constancy is like the flower of the field. 
 7The grass withers, the flower fades, 
  when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; 
  surely the people are grass. 
 8The grass withers, the flower fades; 
  but the word of our God will stand forever. 
 

 9Get you up to a high mountain, 
  O Zion, herald of good tidings; 
 lift up your voice with strength, 
  O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, 
  lift it up, do not fear; 
 say to the cities of Judah, 
  “Here is your God!” 
 

 10See, the Lord GOD comes with might, 
  and his arm rules for him; 
 his reward is with him, 
  and his recompense before him. 
 11He will feed his flock like a shepherd; 
  he will gather the lambs in his arms, 
 and carry them in his bosom, 
  and gently lead the mother sheep. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

SECOND READING:  2 Peter 3:8-15a 
A reading from 2nd Peter. 

  8Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a 
thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day. 9The Lord is not slow about 
his promise, as some think of slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to 
perish, but all to come to repentance. 10But the day of the Lord will come like a 
thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, and the elements will 
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be dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything that is done on it will be 
disclosed. 
  11Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought 
you to be in leading lives of holiness and godliness, 12waiting for and hastening the 
coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and 
dissolved, and the elements will melt with fire? 13But, in accordance with his 
promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at home. 
 

  14Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by 
him at peace, without spot or blemish; 15aand regard the patience of our Lord as 
salvation. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

Alleluia. Show us your steadfast love, O Lord. 
And grant us your salvation. Alleluia.  

GOSPEL:  Mark 1:1-8 
The holy gospel according to Saint Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 1The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
  2As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 
 “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
  who will prepare your way; 
 3the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
  ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
  make his paths straight,’ ” 
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean 
countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were 
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed 
with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and 
wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming 
after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I 
have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON 
Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
An assisting minister leads the prayers. 

Mighty God, come quickly to comfort your people. Hear our prayers for 
everyone in need. 

A brief silence. 
Faithful God, you teach your people to wait for you with faithfulness and 
patience. Support those with doubts and questions. Nurture our faith as we 
discern your will. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Loving God, you set the stars in the sky and breathe life into the earth. Renew 
the face of your creation. Where we have injured plants and animals, land and 
waters, help us to make them whole again. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Steadfast God, you never tire of seeking justice. Where people suffer wrongly, 
bring peace and comfort. We pray especially for the African diaspora, for 
refugees, for nations at war, for those who cannot earn a decent living. Hear us, 
O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
The presiding minister concludes the prayers. 

Tender God, you know sorrow and joy alike. We pray for those in our families 
and congregation who are not joyful in this holiday season. Comfort those who 
grieve, be a companion to all who are lonely, tend those who are sick or 
struggling with depression, and gather all people in your healing embrace. Be 
with (names). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Eternal God, we give thanks for the saints who have prepared your way in the 
wilderness and taught us to continue their faithful work, especially (names, and) 
Nicholas of Myra, whom the church remembers today. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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PEACE 
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other with peace. 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 

We greet each other with a reverent bow. If you are willing, go to the camera to 
offer peace to those worshiping from home. 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

OFFERING 
The presiding minister may invite the assembly to participate. 

Let us offer to God what God has first given us: our selves, our time, and our 
possessions – signs of God’s gracious love. 

You may leave an offering in the plate near the door.  You may also give online at 
www.oslc-warrenton.org/donate. 
During this time, the table is set. 

OFFERING PRAYER 
After the table is set, the assisting minister leads a prayer. 

Let us pray. O Lord, may these holy mysteries purify our hearts and draw us 
closer to the One who is their source, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen.  

SURSUM CORDA  
The presiding minister invites the assembly to give thanks. 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
The presider offers a sacrifice of praise and thanks on behalf of the assembly.  

Holy God, the Beginning and the End, our Salvation and our Hope, we praise 
you for creating a world of order and beauty. 

When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair, you sent the prophets to 
proclaim your justice and mercy. 

file://aquinas/Shared/Administrative/00%20WEEKLY%20FILES/03%20Sunday%20bulletin%20folders/2020-Sunday-Bulletins/June%20July%20August%202020/August2020-Bulletins/www.oslc-warrenton.org/donate


 9 

At this end of the ages your Son Jesus came to bring us your love and to heal all 
the suffering world. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and resurrection, we await his coming 

again in righteousness and peace. 
Send your Spirit on us and on this bread and wine we share: strengthen our 

faith, increase our hope, and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son. 
Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

in your holy Church, both now and forever.  
Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as our Savior taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The presiding minister invites the assembly to the table in the words of Zechariah 9:9: 

Rejoice, O Jerusalem 
The King is coming. 
The assembly may be seated. The bread may be broken for the communion. 
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COMMUNION 
• Communion today will be under the form of bread alone.  
• Ushers will direct you toward the altar.  
• Please maintain a six-foot distance from those outside your own household and 

approach the presiding minister with your arms fully extended. 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assisting minister offers a prayer after communion. 

Let us pray.  
Gracious God, you give us food from heaven. By our sharing in this mystery, 
teach us to judge wisely the things of earth, and to love the things of heaven. 
Amen. 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Brief announcements may be made. You may also access the following on the 
OSLC website:  News/Announcements – www.oslc-warrenton.org/blog; Calendar – 
www.oslc-warrenton.org/calendar; and Upcoming Events – www.oslc-
warrenton.org/news/upcoming-events. 

BLESSING 
The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing. 

Almighty God, Father ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen.  
 

AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
Those who cannot be present in body may offer this prayer, and trust that 
Christ is with them in faith and love. If you would like the pastors to bring 
communion to your home, please let us know.  
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in Holy Communion, according 
to your promise. I love you above all things and I desire you in my soul.  
Since I cannot now receive you in the sacrament, come to my heart in 
the spirit. I embrace you now as if you were here and unite myself 
wholly to you. Never let me be separated from you. Amen.  

https://oslc-warrenton.org/blog/
https://oslc-warrenton.org/calendar/
https://oslc-warrenton.org/news/upcoming-events/
https://oslc-warrenton.org/news/upcoming-events/
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SENDING HYMN        Comfort, Comfort, Now My People     ELW 256  

DISMISSAL 
The assisting minister may send the assembly into mission. 

Go in peace. Wait for the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God. 
 
  



 12 

Bible Readings 
for Daily Prayer 

These may be read by themselves or  
as part of the Matins and Vespers services. 

Monday 
Psalm 27 
Isaiah 26:7-15 
Acts 2:37-42 

Tuesday 
Psalm 27 
Isaiah 4:2-6 
Acts 11:1-18 

Wednesday 
Psalm 27 
Malachi 2:10—3:1 
Luke 1:5-17 

Thursday 
Psalm 126 
Habakkuk 2:1-5 
Philippians 3:7-11 

Friday 
Psalm 126 
Habakkuk 3:2-6 
Philippians 3:12-16 

Saturday 
Psalm 126 
Habakkuk 3:13-19 
Matthew 21:28-32 

Sunday, December 13 
Third Sunday of Advent,  
Year B  

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
Psalm 126 or Luke 1:46b-55 
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
John 1:6-8, 19-28 
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