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Second Sunday of Christmas  � St. John the Evangelist 

Today’s Special Service 
Worship this morning is a departure from our usual custom in many ways.  For 
one, it may be the first service in Our Saviour’s history in which not a single 
hymn is sung! 
We are grateful to the Rev. James Knisely, a dear friend of this congregation, for 
preaching and presiding at the Eucharist this morning. 
We are also, and especially, grateful to the Handbell Choir, not only for playing 
so beautifully but for taking over most of the other worship leadership today.  
With eight ringers, Pastor Kniseley, and our faithful videographer Michael 
Maher, we are able to keep the number of people present in-person safely 
capped, and still provide a unique opportunity for the People of God to worship. 

About Today’s Lessons 
Sirach 24:1-12 
The figure of Wisdom played a major role in early discussions of Christology. Wisdom is 
the divine word, coming from the mouth of God, and ruling over all of creation. Wisdom, 
created at the beginning of time, made her dwelling place in Jerusalem among God’s 
people. (Sirach is one of the “Apocryphal Books,” which Luther’s Bible placed between 
the Old and New Testaments.) 
Psalm 147 
With Psalms 112-113, Psalms 147-150 all begin and end with the Hebrew exclamation 
“Hallelujah.” This word, which means “Praise the Lord,” is an invitation for the whole 
assembly to join in offering praise for God’s mercy and faithfulness. What better word is 
there for Christmas? 
John 1:[1-9] 10-18 
John begins his gospel with this prologue: a hymn to the Word through whom all things 
were created. This Word became flesh and brought grace and truth to the world. John 
brings together the languages of Hebrew faith and Greek philosophy to proclaim 
salvation for the entire world. 
 

St. John the Evangelist 
Today, Christians all over the world remember St. John, the author of the gospel 
that bears his name. In art, he is represented by an eagle, and according to 
tradition he was himself the “Beloved Disciple,” an otherwise nameless witness 
to the Lord’s ministry. 
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GATHERING 

PRELUDE         Piano Solo 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

The presiding minister may comment briefly on the service of the day, and 
then shall invite the assembly to confess.  

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you 
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 

The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness. 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and 
ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 
the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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LITANY: Kyrie eleison 
(An assisting minister speaks the Kyrie.) 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy.  

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The presiding minister offers the Prayer of the Day. 

Let us pray. 
Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your 
incarnate Word. By your grace empower us to reflect your light in 
all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

THE FIRST READING     (Sirach 24:1-12) 
A reading from Sirach. 
1Wisdom praises herself, 
  and tells of her glory in the midst of her people. 
 2In the assembly of the Most High she opens her mouth, 
  and in the presence of his hosts she tells of her glory: 
3“I came forth from the mouth of the Most High, 
  and covered the earth like a mist. 
 4I dwelt in the highest heavens, 
  and my throne was in a pillar of cloud. 
 5Alone I compassed the vault of heaven 
  and traversed the depths of the abyss. 
 6Over waves of the sea, over all the earth, 
  and over every people and nation I have held sway. 
 7Among all these I sought a resting place; 
  in whose territory should I abide? 
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8“Then the Creator of all things gave me a command, 
  and my Creator chose the place for my tent. 
 He said, ‘Make your dwelling in Jacob, 
  and in Israel receive your inheritance.’ 
9Before the ages, in the beginning, he created me, 
  and for all the ages I shall not cease to be. 
 10In the holy tent I ministered before him, 
  and so I was established in Zion. 
 11Thus in the beloved city he gave me a resting place, 
  and in Jerusalem was my domain. 
 12I took root in an honored people, 
  in the portion of the Lord, his heritage.” 

The reading concludes:  
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

THE PSALM      Ps. 147:12-20 
12Worship the Lord, O Jerusalem; 
  praise your God, O Zion, 
13who has strengthened the bars of your gates 
  and has blessed your children within you. 
14God has established peace on your borders 
  and satisfies you with the finest wheat. 
15God sends out a command to the earth, 
  a word that runs very swiftly. 
16God gives snow like wool, 
  scattering frost like ashes. 
17God scatters hail like bread crumbs. 
  Who can stand against God’s cold? 
18The Lord sends forth the word and melts them; 
  the wind blows, and the waters flow. 
19God declares the word to Jacob, 
  statutes and judgments to Israel. 
20The Lord has not done so to any other nation; 
  they do not know God’s judgments. Hallelujah!  
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION       (Col. 3:15, 16) 
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel  

Alleluia. Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts. 
And let the word of Christ dwell in you richly. Alleluia. 

GOSPEL                 (John 1:[1-9] 10-18) 
The holy gospel according to St. John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
[1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came 
into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. 
What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of 
all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome it. 
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a 
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He 
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The true 
light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.] 
10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; 
yet the world did not know him. 11He came to what was his own, 
and his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who received 
him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children 
of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or 
of the will of man, but of God. 
14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have 
seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and 
truth. 15(John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I 
said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was 
before me.’ ”) 16From his fullness we have all received, grace upon 
grace. 17The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth 
came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God. It is God 
the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him 
known. 

The gospel concludes: 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON             The Rev. James Kniseley 
HANDBELL ANTHEM  “Angels We Have Heard on High” 
THE NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was 
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became 
truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he 
rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 
his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 
the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through 
the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look 
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
An assisting minister invites the assembly to pray for those in need 
Drawn near to God as children and heirs of Christ’s promise, we pray 

for all people of God, for our nation and our world, and for those 
in need. 

A brief silence. 
For the churches, synagogues, temples and mosques of Fauquier 

Country and throughout the world. Help us to see ourselves in our 
neighbors, especially those who differ from us, and draw us 
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together in common service to those who are hungry, poor, and 
oppressed. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

For the well-being of the earth as we begin another year entrusted 
with its care. Give us the will to conserve its resources, harness its 
energies, and bequeath to posterity its goodness. Lord, in your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

For peace among nations, and for peace in our hearts. For and end to 
war and the beginning of a new age, in which injustice and 
inequality are no longer tolerated among your people until 
righteousness prevails. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. The presiding minister concludes the 
prayers. 

For those who wait in the shadow of death, for those who are ill, for 
those who struggle to see the future, and for all who lack even 
their basic needs. We pray especially for (names).  Lord, in your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

We give thanks for those who have gone before us in this year and 
now rest in you (especially). Let us live in your praise until the day 
we depart in your peace. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Into your outstretched arms, O God, we commend ourselves and all 
for whom we pray, trusting in Jesus Christ, the light and life of the 
world. 
Amen. 

PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
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MEAL 
OFFERING 
The presiding minister may invite the assembly to participate. 

Let us offer to God what God has first given us: our selves, our time, 
and our possessions – signs of God’s gracious love. 

You may leave an offering in the plate near the door.  You may also give 
online at www.oslc-warrenton.org/donate. 
During this time, the table is set and the ministers wash their hands in the 
lavabo provided. 

HANDBELL OFFERTORY     “Carol of the Bells” 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
The assisting minister offers this or a similar prayer. 

Let us pray. [A brief silence] 
O God , who came to us as a baby to a manger: 
Come again in bread and wine, that we may see your blessing in 
ordinary things. Then, through these gifts, 
help us to bless the lives of others in your holy name. 
Amen. 

 
SURSUM CORDA 
The presiding minister invites the assembly to give thanks. 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
The presider offers a sacrifice of praise on behalf of the assembly.  

Holy God, Creator of all and Source of life, at the birth of time 
your word brought light into the world. 
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In the fullness of time, you sent your Word, born of Mary, to 
shine in our darkness and to make us your daughters and 
sons. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 

all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for 

all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, his birth and life among us, his death 

and resurrection, we await his coming again when all things 
will be restored in him. 

By your Spirit bless us and this bread and cup, that, held and 
nourished by you, we may live as your children, shining with 
the light of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with 
the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever. 

Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as our Savior 
taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The presiding minister invites the assembly to the table in the words of John 
1: 

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. 
And we have seen his glory.  

The assembly may be seated. The bread may be broken for the communion. 
The following prayer may be read for those participating remotely. 

 
AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
Those who cannot be present in body may offer this prayer, and trust that 
Christ is with them in faith and love. If you would like the pastors to bring 
communion to your home, please let us know.  
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in Holy Communion, 
according to your promise. I love you above all things and I desire 
you in my soul.  Since I cannot now receive you in the sacrament, 
come to my heart in the spirit. I embrace you now as if you were 
here and unite myself wholly to you. Never let me be separated 
from you. Amen.  

 
ABOUT COMMUNION 
• Communion today will be under the form of bread alone.  
• Ushers will direct you toward the altar.  
• Please maintain a six-foot distance from those outside your own 

household and approach the presiding minister with your arms fully 
extended. 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION     Piano Solo 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assisting minister offers this or a similar prayer. 

Let us pray. [A brief pause] 
 

O God, you gave Christ the Son to save us. 
Let the gladness of this feast have no end 
as we share with others the joy that fills us; 
through that same Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 
Amen. 

 
SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
BENEDICTION 
The presiding minister blesses the assembly. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 
forever. 
Amen. 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
DISMISSAL 
The assisting minister sends the assembly into mission. 

Go in peace. Christ is among us. 
Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE        Gregory Behan 
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