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Morning Prayer 
Sunday, January 31 

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
Lectionary 4, Year B 

 
Today’s service is Matins, or Morning Prayer, according to the Lutheran Book of 
Worship. Pastor Terri church sings the service, accompanied by Barbara Hoke.  
Pastor Michael Church preaches.  
Because of the snow predicted for this Sunday, we have recorded this in advance. 
 
DIALOGUE 
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PSALMODY 
The Psalmody begins with this song of praise based on Psalm 95.  
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A second psalm is sung or said. Silence for meditation follows. 
Psalm 111 
 1Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, 
  in the assembly of the upright, in the congregation. 
 2Great are your works, O Lord, 
  pondered by all who delight in them. 
 3Majesty and splendor mark your deeds, 
  and your righteousness endures forever. 
 4You cause your wonders to be remembered; 
  you are gracious and full of compassion. 
 5You give food to those who fear you, 
  remembering forever your covenant. 
 6You have shown your people the power of your works 
  in giving them the lands of the nations. 
 7The works of your hands are faithfulness and justice; 
  all of your precepts are sure. 
 8They stand fast forever and ever, 
  because they are done in truth and equity. 
 9You sent redemption to your people and commanded your covenant forever; 
  holy and awesome is your name. 
 10The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; 
  all who practice this have a good understanding. God’s praise endures 
forever. 
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The psalm prayer follows the silence. 
Gracious and holy God, feed us at the table of holy wisdom, that we may honor, 
love, and obey you as your children. May we remember your wonders and ponder 
your works, so that we delight to do what you ask of us, by the power given to us 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
LESSONS 
Silence for meditation follows each reading. 
First Reading: Deuteronomy 18:15-20 

 [Moses said:] 15The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from 
among your own people; you shall heed such a prophet. 16This is what you 
requested of the Lord your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you 
said: “If I hear the voice of the Lord my God any more, or ever again see this great 
fire, I will die.” 17Then the Lord replied to me: “They are right in what they have 
said. 18I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their own people; I 
will put my words in the mouth of the prophet, who shall speak to them everything 
that I command. 19Anyone who does not heed the words that the prophet shall 
speak in my name, I myself will hold accountable. 20But any prophet who speaks 
in the name of other gods, or who presumes to speak in my name a word that I 
have not commanded the prophet to speak—that prophet shall die.” 

Gospel: Mark 1:21-28 
21[Jesus and his disciples] went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he 
entered the synagogue and taught.22They were astounded at his teaching, for he 
taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes. 23Just then there was in 
their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, 24and he cried out, “What have you 
to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you 
are, the Holy One of God.” 25But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come 
out of him!” 26And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud 
voice, came out of him. 27They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one 
another, “What is this? A new teaching—with authority! He commands even the 
unclean spirits, and they obey him.” 28At once his fame began to spread 
throughout the surrounding region of Galilee. 

The leader then continues: 
In many and various ways God spoke to his people of old by the prophets. 
But now in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son. 
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GOSPEL CANTICLE     Benedictus (Luke 1:68-79) 
The Gospel Canticle is sung. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The prayer of the day is said. 

Let us pray. 
Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your radiant presence and 
continually reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness to all that is broken 
and speak truth to us in our confusion, that all creation will see and know your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, 
have mercy and hear us. 

A brief silence. 
For all who share the gospel and proclaim freedom in Christ throughout the world: 
prophets, teachers, pastors, deacons, and lay leaders; for the church and its 
ministries, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
For all God’s works in creation: plants and animals, water and soil, forests and 
farms; and for those tasked with protecting our natural resources and all that 
exists, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
For those possessed by the unclean spirits of this world, that they may see Christ 
and know him, and that by his power they may turn back to God in faith and hope, 
let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
The presiding minister concludes the prayers. 

For those who suffer in mind, body, or spirit: those who are sick and hospitalized, 
those struggling with mental illness, those who are hungry or homeless, and all in 
any need (especially), let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
For the covenant God made with us in the waters of baptism, and in thanksgiving 
for the baptized who have died in the Lord (including), let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the 
one who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen.  
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LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
OFFERING 
We are a generous people, inspired by the vast generosity of God. Please contribute 
to the mission and ministry of Our Saviour.  
You may give online at www.oslc-warrenton.org/donate. 
 

HYMN  Oh, For a Thousand Tongues to Sing  ELW 886 
Stanza(s):  1-3 Only 
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SERMON   Vulnerable or Powerful? 
 
PRAYER 

Lord God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the 
ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out 
with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading 
us and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 

 
PASCHAL BLESSING 
The Paschal Blessing may be led from the font.
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O God, for our redemption you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross, 
and by his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. 
Make us die every day to sin so that we may rise to live with Christ forever; 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen 
 
The Lord almighty bless us, and direct our days and our deeds in his peace. 
Amen 
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Bible Readings 
for Daily Prayer 

These may be read by themselves or  
as part of the Matins and Vespers services. 

Monday 
Psalm 35:1-10 
Numbers 22:1-21 
Acts 21:17-26 

Tuesday 
Psalm 35:1-10 
Numbers 22:22-28 
1 Corinthians 7:32-40 

Wednesday 
Psalm 35:1-10 
Jeremiah 29:1-14 
Mark 5:1-20 

Thursday 
Psalm 147:1-11, 20c 
Proverbs 12:10-21 
Galatians 5:2-15 

Friday 
Psalm 147:1-11, 20c 
Job 36:1-23 
1 Corinthians 9:1-16 

Saturday 
Psalm 147:1-11, 20c 
Isaiah 46:1-13 
Matthew 12:9-14 

Sunday, Fifth Sunday after 
Epiphany, Year B 

Isaiah 40:21-31 
Psalm 147:1-11, 20c 
1 Corinthians 9:16-23 
Mark 1:29-39 
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