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GATHERING 

The people of God gather in their cars, facing toward the church and its portico. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

The presiding minister may comment briefly on the service of the day, and 
then invites the assembly to confess.  

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection.  

Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and 
given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and 
humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known 
and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to 
do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that 
we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness s. 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and 
ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 
the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 
  

About our service: 
This unusual worship service will take place in the parking lot. It is not a 
service of Holy Communion. However, those who desire to receive the 
Eucharist may do so during the week, privately or in small groups, by visiting 
the church during regular hours. 
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GATHERING SONG    Jesus Loves Me     ELW #595 

 
APOSTOLIC GREETING     (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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LITANY: Kyrie eleison               
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The presiding minister offers the Prayer of the Day. 

Let us pray. 
O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument 
of shameful death to be for us the means of life. Grant us so to glory 
in the cross of Christ that we may gladly suffer shame and loss for 
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

The assembly is seated. 

THE FIRST READING          Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 
A reading from Genesis. 

1When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to 
Abram, and said to him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and 
be blameless. 2And I will make my covenant between me and you, 
and will make you exceedingly numerous.”  
3Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, 4“As for me, this 
is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of 
nations. 5No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name 
shall be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a multitude 
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of nations. 6I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make 
nations of you, and kings shall come from you. 7I will establish my 
covenant between me and you, and your offspring after you 
throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be 
God to you and to your offspring after you.” 
15God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call 
her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. 16I will bless her, and 
moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall 
give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.” 

The reading concludes:  
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

THE SECOND READING     Romans 4:13-25 
A reading from Romans. 
13The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to 
Abraham or to his descendants through the law but through the 
righteousness of faith. 14If it is the adherents of the law who are to 
be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For the law 
brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation. 
16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may 
rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to 
the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of 
Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 17as it is written, “I have 
made you the father of many nations”)—in the presence of the God 
in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into 
existence the things that do not exist.  
18Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become “the 
father of many nations,” according to what was said, “So numerous 
shall your descendants be.” 19He did not weaken in faith when he 
considered his own body, which was already as good as dead (for 
he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the 
barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 20No distrust made him waver 
concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as 
he gave glory to God, 21being fully convinced that God was able to 
do what he had promised.  
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22Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as 
righteousness.” 23Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were 
written not for his sake alone, 24but for ours also. It will be 
reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from 
the dead, 25who was handed over to death for our trespasses and 
was raised for our justification. 
The reading concludes:  
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    (ELW 319) 
A solo voice will sing the Benedictus (St. Luke 1:68-97) 
 

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; 
 he has come to his people and set them free. 
 

He has raised up for us a mighty Savior, 
 born of the house of his servant David. 
 

Through his holy prophets he promised of old 
 that he would save us from our enemies, 
 from the hands of all who hate us. 
 

He promised to show mercy to our fathers 
 and to remember his holy covenant. 
 
This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham: 
 to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 
 free to worship him without fear, 
 holy and righteous in his sight 
 all the days of our life. 
 

You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, 
 for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 
 to give his people knowledge of salvation 
 by the forgiveness of their sins. 
 

In the tender compassion of our God, 
 the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 
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 to shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of 
 death, 
 and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen 

 
GOSPEL           St. Mark  8:31-38 

The holy gospel according to St. Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
31[Jesus] began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo 
great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and 
the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again.32He said 
all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke 
him.  
33But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and 
said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on 
divine things but on human things.” 
34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any 
want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take 
up their cross and follow me. 35For those who want to save their life 
will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the 
sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit them to gain 
the whole world and forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can they give 
in return for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of me and of my 
words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of 
Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father 
with the holy angels.” 

The gospel concludes: 
The gospel of the Lord. / Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
SERMON 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

Let us remember our baptism by confessing the Apostles Creed: 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
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creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
An assisting minister invites the assembly to pray for those in need. 
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the 

world, and all in need. 
A brief silence. 
You have formed your people into one church. Give confident faith to 

all the baptized, that they may follow you wholeheartedly. Give 
new believers joy in your promises; give hope and courage to those 
who suffer for their faith. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
All the ends of the earth worship you. From mountain peaks to ocean 

depths, preserve your creation. Teach humanity to wonder at your 
works and to join you in tending to creation’s well-being. Hear us, O 
God. 

Your mercy is great. 
You rule over the nations. Raise up advocates for peace and justice 

within and between nations. Give life where hope seems dead; 
bring and end to violence in Yemen, Mexico, Afghanistan and all 
the world. Hear us, O God. 
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Your mercy is great. 
In Jesus you joined humanity in suffering and death. Accompany all 

who suffer in body, mind, and spirit. Restore all who are sick or 
grieving. Bring vindication for victims of injustice, exploitation, and 
oppression (especially). Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
You made Abraham and Sarah the ancestors of a multitude of nations. 

Bless grandparents, parents, and foster parents, and the children 
who look to them for care and guidance. Console those who deal 
with infertility, parents who have entrusted their children to 
adoption, and children longing to be adopted. Equip ministries and 
services to families. (The congregation’s ministries and community 
services may be named.) Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
We await the day of Christ’s coming in glory. Lead us by the example 

of all the saints whom you have called to take up their cross and 
follow you, that together we may find our lives in you. Hear us, O 
God. 

Your mercy is great. 
We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. If you prefer 
not to leave your vehicle, just honk! 
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THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
The assisting minister offers this or a similar prayer. 

Let us pray. [A brief silence] 
O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you 
illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. 
Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, 
and at the end bring all the world to your feast; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and 
the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 
Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
The presiding minister may introduce the Lord’s Prayer. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever. Amen. 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BENEDICTION 
The presiding minister blesses the assembly in the name of the 
Trinity. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son and Holy Spirit, bless you 
now and forever. 
Amen. 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
OFFERING 
Please leave an offering in the large white basket near the exit as 
you leave. 
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SENDING SONG    Just As I Am         ELW 592 

DISMISSAL 
The assisting minister sends the assembly into mission. 

Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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