
The Messenger 
WE ARE IN THE MIDDLE OF THE ROAD. 

Not literally, thank heaven, with cars 
whizzing by at full speed. That’s a 
scary place to be.  

We are in the middle of journey 
through Lent.  The middle, that is, of 
our 40 days of fasting, prayer and 
alms-giving – a much safer place than 
Route 66. 

But there are dangers even for spir-
itual travellers. As Hebrews says, “It 
is a fearful thing to fall into the hands 
of the living God.” 

On Ash Wednesday, Jesus warned 
us against hypocrisy – spiritual exer-
cises done for show, rather than out 
of a true desire for God’s presence.  

Lenten discipline is a not a diet plan; 
a life of prayer and personal reflec-
tion is not easy or comfortable.   

But stay strong on the journey. The 
road of prayer may be rough some-
times, but it is beautiful, and worth 
the trip. 
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No Judgment, 
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Worship 

WEEKLY WORSHIP SERVICES 
Due to the increased risk of infection from the COVID-19 corona-
virus, the Continuity of Ministry Committee, in consultation with 
the pastors and music leaders, have made the following changes to 
our worship services from now until at further notice: 

1. Saturday services are online-only 
via Facebook Premiere (at 5:30pm 
each Saturday, and available for view-
ing after that).  

2. Sunday services will be BOTH in 
person (up to 50 worshipers) 
AND can still be viewed online via 
Facebook livestream (10am Sunday, 
and available for viewing after that).  

3. All non-worship ministries and groups that already 
meet at the church must remain limited to 10 or fewer 
total people. In addition, all groups need to meet in the large, 
open area of the Fellowship Hall rather than any other rooms. 
Look for updated in-person guidelines on our website. 

Anyone who desires may receive Holy Communion by appoint-
ment, either at home or at church.  

Please check the COVID-19 page of OSLC’s website and weekly 
emails for updates. 

We are saddened by the increased problems from this virus and 
pray for all those affected in any way. If you would like a call from 
the pastors or a leader of the congregation for prayer or to share 
concerns, please contact the office or those leaders directly. 

Thank you! 

Mark Knisely and the Continuity of Ministry Committee 



LENTEN WEDNESDAYS BY ZOOM 
We can’t share Soup Suppers the way we might like, but we can 
join our hearts and voices in prayer at 7pm each Wednesday. 

• Mar 3:  Commemoration of John & Charles Wesley 

• Mar 10: Commemoration of Sojourner Truth & Harriet Tubman 

• Mar 17: Commemoration of Patrick, Missionary to Ireland 

• Mar 24: Commemoration of Oscar Romero, Bishop 

SUNDAYS MORNINGS IN PERSON 
Beginning on March 7, we will again welcome up to 
50 people in person at the Sunday 10am service. 
Singing will remain limited, and masks will be 
worn. 

It remains safest to remain home, 
and we ask all worshipers to evalu-
ate both the medical evidence and their own health before de-
ciding to gather in person. 

PALM SUNDAY IN THE PARKING LOT 
We will gather in our 
cars at 10:00am on 
March 28th, to re-
member the entry of 
our Lord into Jerusa-
lem. 

Park facing the 
church, and greet 

your neighbors. If the weather is nice, bring a folding chair. 
Honk if you love Jesus! 
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Spirituality 
 

WALKING THE ROAD OF PRAYER

“..Walk humbly with your God.” Micah 6:8 
 “..Rejoice always, pray without ceasing,” 1Thess.5:16-18   
 

“Come walk with me.” A call 
from Jesus to the multitudes, 
tohis chosen twelve, to you 
and to me. Jesus calls to us to 
teach, to care, to heal as we 
walk and talk.  

As we move through this sea-
son of Lent we begin with the 
first or the hundredth step on 
our Road Back to God.  The 
nation, the Church and OSLC 
have been tossed to and fro 
amidst a storm of uncertainty 
with Covid-19. We miss the 
fellowship, the smiles, the rou-
tine of loving embraces.  

Join us as we walk together, 
separately, the prayer road (or 
labyrinth) set up in the Social 
Hall now, until after Easter. 

Martin Luther wrote: “When 
we sing, stand, kneel, fold our  

 

hands or stretch out our 
arms, we embrace the God 
who became flesh in Jesus in 
us.”  

As we walk and pray we open 
our physical, mental and spir-
itual self to hope, healing and 
hearing the Holy Spirit within 
us.  

Comments:  

• “a crazy thing to do”  

• “of all things I have done this 
was one of the dearest”  

• “I had time to ‘be’ with the 
Lord”  

• “I found healing for a part of my 
life”  

• “another way to make a pil-
grimage”  

• “a joyfully sacred space.” 

 



HOW TO WALK THE ROAD: 
The Basics 
The Prayer Road has 
been set up in the Fel-
lowship Hall at the back 
of the room. It will be 
available during church 
office hours.                                                                

The Dombrowski family 
created it, and we are 
grateful for their skill.  

This is a time to come to the 
place you love, church. If you 
don’t wish to walk, sit in the 
space, enjoy the planned soli-
tude and pray.  

• Covid-19 practices will be in 
effect; masks; one per-
son/one family to be in laby-
rinth space at a time.                                                                                                                                              

• If it is occupied, wait in Nar-
thex or spend time in the 
sanctuary.  

 

• Above all, respect the si-
lence to be found there. 

More information is forth 
coming.  

Check out our website, stop 
by the church to pick up a 
brochure and take a peek.  

You can speak to one of the 
pastors, the secretary or one 
of the Thrive members: Tina 
Korte, Carole Zeher, Rich 
Baker, Sharon Wood, Tom 
Jordan or the pastors. 
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A COMMON PRAYER 	
To Share for Lent 
We begin the season of 
Lent in 2021 with this pray-
er. OSLC may not be in the 
same place breathing the 
same air but our hearts and 
minds can speak loudly and 
boldly the same words of 
praise in this season. Let’s 
join together wherever and 
whenever we are with the 
Holy Spirit. Cut out the 
prayer and put in on the 
fridge or in your Bible.

 
Dear Jesus,  
We are walking the road toward Easter 
with you. Send your spirit for strength and 
encouragement as we continue to build 
your church. Holy Spirit, remind us to pray 
without ceasing. Lord, teach us new ways 
to love your world and care for each other.  
Amen. 
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FAITH STORIES 
Don’t You Love a Good Story? 
When we belong to the 
same family, OSLC, we 
want to hear each other’s 
stories. That is what we will 
be doing as a monthly addi-
tion to the Messenger.  

For some of us, talking or 
writing about ourselves is 
easy. It gets harder when it 
is that sacred dimension, a 
most precious part of our 
lives.  

THRIVE team members  
have plenty of time to 
share, if you’re not ready 
this month, your story will 
be just as great a year from 
now. If your heart is willing 

to share but you can’t find 
the words, let one of the 
pastors, or council mem-
bers or a friend help you. 

Want help? How about a 
cup of coffee, masked and 
sitting at another table in 
the Fellowship Hall, sharing 
your story to be recorded 
or written down? Just name 
the day and time and let 
one of us know. Doing it 
together is one big blessing! 

Betsy Wilco will share her 
story in next month’s issue 
of The Messenger. Thank 
you, Betsy, we’re looking 
forward to that blessing!  

What’s a Labyrinth? 
Our Road of Prayer is part of a very old Christian tradition of 
prayer and meditation.  The oldest one to be preserved is on 
the floor of St. Reparatus’ church in Algeria, and dates to AD 
324; the most famous is almost certainly at France’s Cathe-
dral of Chartres. 

The labyrinth, like our path through life, can be confusing and 
challenging; but unlike a maze, you can never get lost. Like 
God, the center of a labyrinth is always accessible, and always 
waiting. 
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A BREATH OF FRESH AIR… 
Breath-Worthy 
Tina	Korte	is	a	certified	Spiritual	Director.	She	holds	a	D.	Min.	from	Luther	

Seminary,	and	has	many	years	of	experience	as	a	retreat	leader.	At	OSLC,	she	is	
the	leader	of	the	THRIVE	initiative.	

	
Ash Wednesday has already taken place! Lent has begun! It’s 
2021! But we are still expected – yes, even mandated – to 
wear masks over our nose and mouth! But setting them aside 
for a moment, what in your world this day is breath-worthy? 
Or needs a Breath of Fresh Air?  

In “regular, ordinary” life (COVID-19 restrictions free), what 
takes your breath away?  Some examples:  

• The smell of AM coffee  

• A sunrise or sunset 

• Kids laughing 

• A steaming soak in a hot bath 

• A gooey, hot chocolate chip cookie out of the oven 

On the other side of life… still taking breaths away: 

• The pungent odor of a house burning to the ground 

• The sounds of a tornado roaring over your house while 
you hide in the basement 

• Emerging, everything in your sightline looks strange, un-
familiar 

• Hugging the family next door, their house is gone, as 
they weep for their missing dog 
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• The taste of dinner just eaten, before the winds hit us, is
still in my mouth

Breath-worthy moments on either side of the life, take our 
breath away. 

As we walk together through this season of Lent, the kingdom 
of God is once again at hand. We experience Ash Wednesday, 
Lenten prayers, the Gospels, the Crucifixion and Resurrection. 
We are walking again together with Jesus, that hill and mount-
ing Rome’s most powerful weapon, Crucifixion.  We continue 
our waiting with the disciples and God meets us with His most 
powerful weapon, Resurrection.   

God’s kingdom lives in weakness and grows strong through 
sacrifice. It takes the breath away to watch again for the first 
time His willingness to suffer on the cross. Let the joy, the sor-
row, the gift, the season take your breath away!! 

PRAYER 
Dear Lord, 

It’s odd, Lord that COVID has taken our real 
breath away.      
We know that your delight is to awe us and take 
our breath away. We ask for your love and power 
to take back our lives and allow you to breathe 
into us the Spirited spark you intend for us. We 
put OSLC in your hands.  

Amen 



Learning 

DAVE’S THURSDAY MORNING CLASS 
The Gospel of Mark  
Join Dave Raecke and others on Thursday mornings at 10:00 am via 
Zoom for a class/Bible study from Augsburg Fortress on 
the Gospel of Mark. The new session began on January 14 and 
runs for (8) classes but you can still join this or future classes by 
contacting Dave Raecke at your first opportunity.  

For more information including the Zoom link to participate, check 
the OSLC website under events. If you are unable or don’t want to 
connect by computer, it is also possible to dial in by phone (audio 
only). Call +1 (301) 715-8592 (USA) and enter Meeting ID: 841 
3748 0736 AND Passcode: 202668. 
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Service 
SOCIAL MINISTRY ACTIVITIES 
January - February 2021 
On-Site Ministry: 

• Bags of Food:  2 (Jan)
• Bags of Cleaning & Personal Items: 3 (Jan)
• Gas Gift Cards:  2 (Jan)

Food Distribution: 
• 116 households
• 220 individuals
• 180 adults
• 40 children
• 18 boxes went to local motels

Food boxes were delivered in a “drive-by line” due to “no contact” op-
eration. We will continue this procedure as long as necessary. (Jan) 

People Helping People: 
• $ 12,627 for rent, mortgage, motels, and utilities
• $   4,242 total income for the month
• Assisted: 37 families
• OSLC volunteer hours — 71 (Jan)

March/April/May Activities:  
Easter money collection for Head Start families – contact Donna 
Bartkiewicz through the church directory or by contacting the church 
office (office@oslc-warrenton.org, 540-347-3224). 

Food Distribution will give out small bottles of laundry detergent (35-
50 oz) on April 17 (due at OSLC by noon, April 15). Local churches have 
been asked to help because detergent cannot be purchased with Food 
Stamps;  
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Give Local Campaign in support of People Helping People May 4; con-
tact Elfie Schmid through the church directory or by contacting the 
church office (office@oslc-warrenton.org, 540-347-3224). 

Other activities will be scheduled on a case-by-case basis, based on the 
COVID-19 situation. Check for notifications in the weekly announce-
ments and on Our Saviour’s website. 

SPECIAL LENTEN THANKS 
For the Lenten Bags 
Putting together the Lenten Kits that 
were delivered to so many homes last 
month was an enormous task. It re-
quired time, creativity, teamwork and 
prayer.  

We offer special thanks to just a few 
of the ringleaders: Emily Ashby and all the crafters she re-
cruited for the prayer cloths; Betsy Wilco and Elizabeth 
Neher for the children’s activity packets; Cathy Cogdill, 
Tom Vollrath, Doug and Krista Coyner, and Yvette 
Pfeiffer for the updated delivery list; Shannon Scott for the 
beautiful mantra; Tina Korte for the “finger” labyrinths; Dan 
and Valerie Dombrowski for our big labyrinth; Elizabeth 
Neher for leading the way to help Fauquier FISH feed our 
neighbors; Amelia Stansell and Barbara Brown for the 
ashes. 

Thank you to all of those who helped with any part of this min-
istry of prayer and for connecting us to one another! 
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Connections
Here are a few thank-you letters that have come in recently: 

From a Local Mother 
Dear Pastor Michael, 

Thank you! My children and I had the pleasure of attending an after-
noon Ash Wednesday service at your church today. It was such a 
blessing! Thank you for the time and effort you took to speak to 
them directly. They had asked about and I had done my best to ex-
plain Ash Wednesday but your summation was so perfect! 

Thank you for holding Ash Wednesday services (especially with so 
many churches still closed) and blessing us today! 

From Elfie Schmid 
Dear Clergy and Members of the Congregation, 

The Board of Directors and all volunteers of People Helping People 
would like to thank you for your generous donation of $3,985 during 
2020. We rely totally on donations from businesses and churches of 
the community. […] 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the office is still closed to the public 
but our loyal volunteers continue to do telephone interviews and ap-
plications. For almost 30 years, People Helping People has provided 
services to the community. We assist with utility bills to avoid dis-
connection of services and pay rent/mortgage to prevent eviction 
from homes or foreclosures. During 2020, requests for motel ac-
commodations almost tripled as some of our clients had already been 
evicted and lost their job due to the pandemic. We also provide gaso-
line vouchers to local family shelter occupants looking for jobs.  

In 2020, we assisted 334 households consisting of 470 individual 
adults (46 over 65 years of age) and 396 children.  

Again, Thank You for your generous past and continued support. 
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Community
IN MEMORIAM 
Kay Boaz, a former member of OSLC, died on 13 February. Fu-
neral arrangements are private. Condolences may be offered to her 
husband Chuck at 8015 Turtle Creek Circle, Gainesville, VA 20155. 

Because Kay and Chuck were both enthusiastic supporters of Peo-
ple Helping People, he asks that any memorial donations be made 
there, at P.O. Box 3108, Warrenton, VA 20188.  

QUILT MINISTRY 
Our Saviour's Quilt Ministry is delighted to share that in-person 
work sessions will be resuming next month (March 2021). In doing 
so, we ask that the church family lift up in prayer all who participate 
in this very important ministry -- for not only a successful quilting 
season but a safe and healthy one. 

Some more good news is that church storage shelves are packed 
with Quilt tops ready to be assembled thus we're hitting the ground 
running! Thanks to everyone responsible for getting us off to such a 
great start by working from home during this time apart! 

Please see our Upcoming Event page / Monthly Calendar / Daily 
Schedule on the OSLC website for work session dates and times as 
well as to learn about safety precautions, guidelines and other per-
tinent information. 

If you are not already a part of the Quilt Ministry but would like to 
be or want to learn more before making that decision, please con-
tact Andrea Mutterer through the OSLC Church Directory or con-
tact the church office by emailing office@oslc-warrenton.org or 
calling (540) 347-3224. 

God’s Work. Our Hands. 
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Finance 
Bonnie McQuillan is Our Saviour’s Treasurer 

FINANCE CORNER 
January 2021 Income & Expenses 

OFFERING EXPENDITURES 

January 2021 $   33,870 $   40,524 

YTD $   33,870 $   40,524 

AVERAGE MONTHLY OFFERING NEEDED:  $ 38,000 

At this time last year we were $16,500 short of reaching our goal 
of $50,000 in the Memorial Fund so that it could go to work as an 
Endowment Fund. What a difference a year makes as at the end of 
2020 that Fund stood at $94, 342! In accordance with the By-
laws, 5% of that amount was withdrawn ($4,717), 10% of that was 
paid to the Synod as a tithe which left $4,245 available to commit-
tees for projects over and above their ministry plan line item. So far 
~$1,800 has been used for equipment for Quilters, tables for 
Handbell Choir and old sound system replacements in the Sanctu-
ary. If your committee has a need, the Endowment Committee has 
a form to get you started or just contact Ken McIlvoy. 

As to the high difference in income vs expenses, our Lawn Service 
company billed us for last year and usually that is paid in install-
ments, but because of the PPP Loan we were able to pay it all at 
once this year. We are still waiting for an invitation from PNC Bank 
to file our forgiveness paperwork – along with 70,000 other “busi-
nesses” who received a loan from them. 

As we move forward in a still uncertain year, let us keep praying to 
God that he will provide as he always does and thanking him for be-
ing with us in 2020. 
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Council News 
 Mark Knisely is the Continuity of Ministry Committee Chair 

OSLC’S CONTINUITY OF MINISTRY COMMITTEE 
How It Works and What’s Been Done 
Greetings from your Continuity of Ministry Committee! 

This group is comprised of our pastors and members of our church from 
various backgrounds such as business, education and the medical field 
that are volunteering to help make as much sense as possible of all the 
information coming our way regarding COVID-19. We are not experts in 
epidemiology or infectious disease, but we do listen to those who are, 
and we are working our hardest to represent the best interest of our 
congregation with the information available to us. It is important for the 
committee and for the congregation of OSLC that we provide transpar-
ency on how decisions are made that effect the gathering of our flock 
amid the ever-changing COVID-19 pandemic restrictions. We want you 
to know that we do not take our decision-making lightly and we, as much 
as anyone, long for the day when we may all be together again safely! 

Here is a brief re-cap of the decisions we’ve made in the past 11 months: 

• March – Made a decision to suspend in-person worship and meet-
ings. Came up with plan for virtual worship formats (a valuable
new calling).

• June – Made a decision to resume in-person worship and meetings
in a limited capacity while continuing to provide virtual worship
formats.

• December – Made a very tough decision to suspend in-person
worship again due to rising case loads.

• February – Put a plan in place for parking lot meetings last Sunday
of the month.

• March – Resuming limited in-person worship on March 7.
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How we as a committee make decisions: 

The primary goal of our decisions is to keep our members, our families, 
and our pastors safe while continuing to serve God and serve our neigh-
bors, which is why prayer is our number one “go to” — privately and 
corporately. 

We regularly scour the CDC web-
site for the latest updates from the 
experts on the topics of highest im-
portance as well as monitor the lat-
est recommendations of our local 
and state governments. 

We take into consideration the ad-
vice and guidance given to us from 
the Synod and larger church. 

We keep abreast of what other congregations in our area (and areas 
similar to ours) are doing to provide worship and other opportunities for 
their congregations in these unique times. 

Since a handful of us work in the healthcare industry we keep an eye on 
what is happening in and around our local institutions — visitation poli-
cies, capacity, elective surgeries being cancelled, percentage of COVID 
patients, etc., as well as state and national trends for hospitalization rates 
and so on. 

Last, but not least, we mix in some common sense and open, honest, 
sometimes rather intense, conversation and a willingness to work to-
gether with an eye on our #1 goal of making the best decisions for the 
greatest good of our congregation and community. 

As you can appreciate, this process is not easy and there is no playbook 
or definition of how to get this “right”. We welcome your thoughts, con-
cerns and suggestions with the understanding that we will continue to 
follow the above process in careful and prayerful consideration of your 
feedback. Please email the church office with anything you would like sent 
on to the committee for review. We will continue to strive, with your 
support and prayers, to do our best to modify our recommendations as 
the situation, science and guidance continue to evolve. 

“To	keep	our	mem-
bers,	our	families,	and	
our	pastors	safe	while	
continuing	to	serve	
God.”	
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Virginia Synod 
The Virginia Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America is the shared ministry of Lu-
therans across our state. The Rev. Robert Humphrey is our bishop. 

A NEW MISSION 
Micah Street Church 
Micah Street Church is a new ecumenical congregation co-
sponsored by the Virginia Synod, the ELCA Churchwide organiza-
tion, and Micah Ecumenical Ministries in Fredericksburg.  

This new congregation focused on those experiencing homelessness 
launched last year, so February 17 of this year was the first oppor-
tunity for the congregation to experience Ash Wednesday togeth-
er. 

Rev. Chelsea Morse, from the United Methodist Church, is serving 
as the Mission Developer. She writes: 

“We have been intentionally working with our to empower them to 
realize their gifts and strengths that they can offer this world. Our 
community is rooted in the mission of neighbors serving neighbors; 
the broken leading the lost, so that we can fully realize the kingdom 
of God here on Earth. We strive to be a body of Christ where the 
lines between “us” and “them” no longer exist; a place where we 
can just be “us.” 

You can contact Pastor Chelsea at: chelsea@dolovewalk.net to be 
added to the Micah Street Church email list. For more information 
about becoming a mission partner for Micah Street Church, please 
contact Pastor John Wertz. Jr. at: wertz@vasynod.org. 
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ELCA 
This portrait of an ELCA military chaplain is by Wendy Healey 

Ministering to National Guard and Army troops during New 
York City’s severe COVID-19 outbreak might seem daunting. 
But not to Anthony Stephens, an ELCA pastor and an Army 
chaplain. 

Stephens serves as senior chaplain to Joint Task Force Empire 
Shield, part of the New York State Division of Military and Na-
val Affairs. The task force protects the city’s bridges, airports, 
tunnels and train stations from security threats, and has re-
sponded to the recent outbreak. 

Stephens helps troops deal with their anxiety over serving on 
the front lines. He’s also counseling those with family members 
who are sick, jobless or challenged by other hardships. 

How is God showing up amid the coronavirus crisis? “In many 
ways, there’s a feeling of defenselessness against this virus,” 
Stephens said. “There’s a sense that you can wash your hands 
just so many times; that we’re in God’s hands now.” Stephens 
added that the crisis has given him a renewed sense of grati-
tude. 

Stephens was named part-time chaplain of the National 
Guard’s 501st EOD Battalion in New York in 2012 and de-
ployed to Afghanistan in 2013. Back home, he served during 
the city’s recovery from Superstorm Sandy.  

Of all his assignments, his current call is closest to his heart. 
“Back in seminary, a Navy recruiter showed up and we talked 
and prayed,” Stephens said. “I knew I’d be called someday to 
military chaplaincy.” 




