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INTRODUCTION 

This week, the center of the church’s year, is one of striking contrasts: 
Jesus rides into Jerusalem surrounded by shouts of glory, only to be left 
alone to die on the cross, abandoned by even his closest friends. Mark’s 
gospel presents Jesus in his complete human vulnerability: agitated, 
grieved, scared, forsaken. Though we lament Christ’s suffering and all 
human suffering, we also expect God’s salvation: in the wine and bread, 
Jesus promises that his death will mark a new covenant with all people. 
We enter this holy week thirsty for the completion of God’s astonishing 
work. 

 
ACCLAMATION 
Children and worship leaders gather for the Blessing of Palms. The presiding 
minister begins (repeated one or more times): 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL   (John 12:12-16) 
A minister reads the processional gospel. 
 

The holy gospel according to Saint John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
12[Five days before the Passover] the great crowd that had come to 
the festival heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem.13So they took 
branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, shouting,  

“Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord— 
the King of Israel!” 

14Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it; as it is written: 
15“Do not be afraid, daughter of Zion. Look, your king is coming, 
  sitting on a donkey’s colt!” 

16His disciples did not understand these things at first; but when 
Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things had 
been written of him and had been done to him. 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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BLESSING OF PALMS 
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other. 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 

A brief silence is kept. 
We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior 
Jesus Christ.  
Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed 
messiah and king by those who spread garments and branches 
along his way.  
Bless + these branches and those who carry them.  
Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross, so that, 
joined to his death and resurrection, we enter into life with you; 
through the same Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

PROCESSION 

The assisting minister addresses the assembly. 
Let us go forth in peace, 
in the name of Christ. Amen. 

 
A parade forms and moves around the parking lot. The children will be 
making as much noise as they can! Please answer them with a wave, a 
blessing or a honk of your horn as they pass. 
 
As they return, we will sing the hymn “All Glory, Laud and Honor.” 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent 
our Lord Jesus Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death on 
the cross. In your mercy enable us to share in his obedience to your 
will and in the glorious victory of his resurrection, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

EPISTLE    Jennifer York  (Philippians 2:5-11) 

A reading from Philippians. 
5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
 6who, though he was in the form of God, 
  did not regard equality with God 
  as something to be exploited, 
 7but emptied himself, 
  taking the form of a slave, 
  being born in human likeness. 
 And being found in human form, 
  8he humbled himself 
  and became obedient to the point of death— 
  even death on a cross. 
 
 9Therefore God also highly exalted him 
  and gave him the name 
  that is above every name, 
 10so that at the name of Jesus 
  every knee should bend, 
  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 11and every tongue should confess 
  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
  to the glory of God the Father. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION         (Phil. 2:8-9)  

Christ humbled himself and became obedient to the point of 
death—even death | on a cross.* Therefore God also highly exalted 
him and gave him the name that is above | ev’ry name.  

 GOSPEL          (Mark 15:1-39) 
First Voice – Jerry Hoke 

The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to St. Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
1As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation 
with the elders and scribes and the whole council. They bound 
Jesus, led him away, and handed him over to Pilate. 2Pilate asked 
him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” He answered him, “You say 
so.” 3Then the chief priests accused him of many things. 4Pilate 
asked him again, “Have you no answer? See how many charges 
they bring against you.” 5But Jesus made no further reply, so that 
Pilate was amazed. 
6Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone 
for whom they asked. 7Now a man called Barabbas was in prison 
with the rebels who had committed murder during the 
insurrection. 8So the crowd came and began to ask Pilate to do for 
them according to his custom. 9Then he answered them, “Do you 
want me to release for you the King of the Jews?” 10For he realized 
that it was out of jealousy that the chief priests had handed him 
over.  
11But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him release 
Barabbas for them instead. 12Pilate spoke to them again, “Then 
what do you wish me to do with the man you call the King of the 
Jews?” 13They shouted back, “Crucify him!” 14Pilate asked them, 
“Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, 
“Crucify him!” 15So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released 
Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to 
be crucified.  

Second Voice – Laurie Sanders 
16Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace (that is, 
the governor’s headquarters); and they called together the whole 
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cohort. 17And they clothed him in a purple cloak; and after twisting 
some thorns into a crown, they put it on him. 18And they began 
saluting him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 19They struck his head with a 
reed, spat upon him, and knelt down in homage to him. 20After 
mocking him, they stripped him of the purple cloak and put his 
own clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him. 
21They compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the 
country, to carry his cross; it was Simon of Cyrene, the father of 
Alexander and Rufus. 22Then they brought Jesus to the place called 
Golgotha (which means the place of a skull). 23And they offered 
him wine mixed with myrrh; but he did not take it. 24And they 
crucified him, and divided his clothes among them, casting lots to 
decide what each should take. 
25It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him. 26The 
inscription of the charge against him read, “The King of the Jews.” 
27And with him they crucified two bandits, one on his right and one 
on his left. 29Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads 
and saying, “Aha! You who would destroy the temple and build it 
in three days, 30save yourself, and come down from the cross!”  

Third Voice – Pastor Michael OR Pastor Terri 
31In the same way the chief priests, along with the scribes, were also 
mocking him among themselves and saying, “He saved others; he 
cannot save himself. 32Let the Messiah, the King of Israel, come 
down from the cross now, so that we may see and believe.” Those 
who were crucified with him also taunted him. 
33When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three 
in the afternoon. 34At three o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud 
voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my 
God, why have you forsaken me?”  
35When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, “Listen, he is 
calling for Elijah.” 36And someone ran, filled a sponge with sour 
wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink, saying, “Wait, let 
us see whether Elijah will come to take him down.”  
37Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last. 38And the 
curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom.  
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39Now when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this 
way he breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man was God’s Son!” 

SERMON    Above Every Name 

HYMN    At the Name of Jesus 

 



 9 

THE NICENE CREED 
An assisting minister introduces the Creed. 

With Christians throughout the world today, we confess our faith in 
the words of the Nicene Creed. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was 
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became 
truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he 
rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 
his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father 
and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look 
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the 
world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 
In Jesus you came among us as a suffering servant. Give your 
church humility. Redeem your people from pride and the certainty 
that we always know your will. Heal us and empower us to confess 
Christ crucified. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Jesus was the innocent victim of brutal violence. As his mother 
wept beside the Cross, so we mourn those murdered in Atlanta, in 
Boulder, and so many other places. Help us to seek justice, yet to 
remember that vengeance is yours alone. Hear us, O God, 
Your mercy is great. 
Jesus was handed over to the powers of this world. Teach the 
powerful of every nation to use their power for the common good. 
Sustain soldiers, and guide those who command them, that hear 
the voice of conscience. Bring peace to Yemen, Afghanistan, and 
wherever war prevails. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
On the cross, Jesus joined all who feel forsaken. Defend those who 
are falsely accused. Console and strengthen those who are mocked 
or bullied. Accompany the sick, and abide with all who will die this 
night. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You inspired the centurion to confess Jesus as your Son. We praise 
you for the faith you have given to people of all places and times. 
Give us also faith to trust the promises of baptism and to look for 
the resurrection of the dead. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us 
in our hunger with bread from heaven.  Accompany us in this 
meal, that we may pass over from death to life with Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Please make an offering to support the work of Our Saviour. You may bring 
it forward during the final hymn, or deposit it in the white basket as you 
leave after the dismissal. 

BLESSING 

You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, chosen as holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor. 

 
God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing, in the name of the holy 

and life-giving Trinity. 
Amen. 
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HYMN  Crown Him With Many Crowns 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 


