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prayer of the day 

Holy God, through your Son you have called us to live faithfully and act 
courageously. Keep us steadfast in your covenant of grace, and teach us 
the wisdom that comes only through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 
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what a friend we have in jesus 
What a friend we have in Jesus, 
all our sins and griefs to bear! 

What a privilege to carry 
ev'rything to God in prayer! 

Oh, what peace we often forfeit; 
oh, what needless pain we bear-- 

all because we do not carry 
ev'rything to God in prayer! 

 

Have we trials and temptations? 
Is there trouble anywhere? 

We should never be discouraged-- 
take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Can we find a friend so faithful 
who will all our sorrows share? 

Jesus knows our ev'ry weakness-- 
take it to the Lord in prayer. 

 

Are we weak and heavy-laden, 
cumbered with a load of care? 

Precious Savior, still our refuge-- 
take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Do your friends despise, forsake you? 
Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

In his arms he'll take and shield you; 
you will find a solace there. 

 
What a Friend We Have in Jesus: Text: Joseph Scriven, 1820-1886. Public Domain. 

 
 
 

1 corinthians 1:18-25 

18The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, 
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, 

 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
  and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
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20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater 
of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, 
in the wisdom of God, the world did 
not know God through wisdom, God 
decided, through the foolishness of 
our proclamation, to save those who 
believe. 22For Jews demand signs and 
Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we 
proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling 
block to Jews and foolishness to 
Gentiles, 24but to those who are the 
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ 
the power of God and the wisdom of 
God. 25For God’s foolishness is wiser 
than human wisdom, and God’s 
weakness is stronger than human 
strength. 

 
 

 

gospel:  mark 8:31-38 

13The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14In 
the temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the 
money changers seated at their tables. 15Making a whip of cords, he drove 
all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also 
poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables.  

16He told those who were selling the doves, “Take these things out of 
here! Stop making my Father’s house a marketplace!” 17His disciples 
remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.”  

18The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you show us for doing 
this?” 19Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I 
will raise it up.”  

20The Jews then said, “This temple has been under construction for forty-
six years, and will you raise it up in three days?” 21But he was speaking of 
the temple of his body. 22After he was raised from the dead, his disciples 
remembered that he had said this; and they believed the scripture and 
the word that Jesus had spoken. 
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jesus, keep me near the cross 

Jesus, keep me near the cross, 
there's a precious fountain; 
free to all, a healing stream 

flows from Calv'ry's mountain. 
 

Refrain: In the cross, in the cross 
be my glory ever; 

till my ransomed soul shall find 
rest beyond the river. 

 

Near the cross, a trembling soul, 
love and mercy found me; 

there the bright and morning star 
sheds its beams around me.  Refrain 

 

Near the cross! O Lamb of God, 
bring its scenes before me; 

help me walk from day to day 
with its shadow o'er me.  Refrain 

 
Near the cross I'll watch and wait, 

hoping, trusting ever, 
till I reach the golden strand 

just beyond the river.  Refrain 
 

Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross: Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915. Music: William H. Doane, 1832-1915. Public Domain. 
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