
The Messenger 
THE TOMB IS EMPTY. 

This is the first and most basic 
statement of the Christian faith: that 
the tomb in which Jesus was laid is 
empty, because he is no longer dead, 
but lives. 

The Cross is easily the most recog-
nizable symbol of our faith – the in-
strument of death by which Jesus 
surrendered himself for our sake.  

But if empty tombs were easier to 
draw, it is almost certain that we 
would identify ourselves by drawing 
those instead.  After all, the Cross 
only takes on its true meaning when 
we know about the empty tomb; 
Good Friday only makes sense be-
cause of Easter. 

Join us this month – in the outdoor 
worship space, in the parking lot, in 
church on online – to share the sto-
ry of Easter, the message of Jesus 
and the victory of life.
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No Judgment, 

Only Love 
April 2021 



Worship 

YOUR QUICK GUIDE TO HOLY WEEK AND EASTER 

PALM SUNDAY IN THE PARKING LOT 
With a Children’s Parade! 

We will gather in our cars at 10am on 
March 28th, to remember the entry of our 
Lord into Jerusalem. 

Park facing the church, and greet your 
neighbors. If the weather is nice, bring a 
folding chair and a portable radio.  

Children (and some adults) are invited to take part in the 
Blessing and Procession of the Palms – a chance to wave their 
palms and sing Hosanna! 

MAUNDY THURSDAY (APRIL 1) 
We remember the Last Supper. 
Short in-person Communion services will be of-
fered at church, from 12-3pm and 5-7pm, on 
the hour.  No need to sign up! 

 

GOOD FRIDAY (APRIL 2) 
We remember the death of Jesus. 
Brief devotional services will be offered at Noon, 
3 and 7pm. There will be music at 7pm only. You 
can come in person OR watch on Facebook Live. 
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THE EVE OF EASTER (APRIL 3) 
Join us for a Facebook Premiere at 5:30pm for a pre-recorded 
service featuring Voices of Praise. This is the service that 
marks our transition from the struggle of Holy Week to the 
great cry of triumph at Easter. 

EASTER SUNDAY 
(APRIL 4) 
1) Sunrise Service (6:30am):  
As the women came before 
dawn to the empty tomb, so 
we will gather in the darkness 
to proclaim the victory of 
Christ. Bring a chair so that 
we can spread out for safety. 
(In-person only, in the outdoor worship area) 
2) Children’s Easter Egg Hunt & Activities (9am): 
Children and their parents are invited to share the joy of 
Easter with outdoor fun and games. Coffee will be provid-
ed! 
3) Parking Lot Service (10am):   

Come to celebrate the Resurrection of our Lord, and his 
promise of eternal life.  

Park facing the church building. Bring a lawn chair and a 
portable radio if you like, or worship from the comfort of 
your car. (FM station will be announced on site).  
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Spirituality 
 

FAITH STORIES 
Don’t You Love a Good Story?
When we belong to the same family, we want to hear each other’s stories. That 
is what we will be doing as a monthly addition to The Messenger.  

To share YOUR story, contact Tina Korte.

MY FAITH STORY: BETSY WILCO 
Many people tell stories 
about being hauled to 
church, like it or not, every 
Sunday morning as they 
were growing up. My story 
about coming to faith is a 
bit different. In fact, it is a 
tribute to the Holy Spirit 
alone. Well, maybe the Holy 
Spirit and a nagging grand-
mother. OK, maybe both of 
them were nagging. 

I grew up in a house that 
could be described as reli-
gion-avoidant. My dad rel-
ished saying, “Organized re-
ligion is about as useful as a 
rubber crutch.” We had the 
Easter Bunny and Santa, but 
no manger or open tomb. 

My parents took me to visit 
my grandmother for 
Christmas when I was a 
month old, and she insisted 
that I be baptized. I cannot 
tell you how she won that 
battle, but she did. Over the 
next few years, she mailed 
us books of Bible stories, 
and when on occasion we 
talked long-distance on the 
phone, she would ask if I 
was saying my prayers. Af-
ter enough nagging “Now I 
Lay Me Down to Sleep” be-
came part of the bedtime 
routine. But that was pretty 
much the extent of my reli-
gious education.  
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As early as I can remember, 
I knew something was miss-
ing, and it had something to 
do with Christmas and bed-
time prayers and the Bible. 
That knowing grew larger 
and stronger through the 
years. I asked for a Bible for 
my birthday when I turned 
seven. But to tell the truth, 
it had an awful lot of pages, 
and didn’t really make a 
whole lot of sense at first. 
And the Holy Spirit kept up 
the nagging. 

Grandma was diagnosed 
with cancer, which did 
prompt a short stint of 
church attendance when I 
was about nine. It ended ab-
ruptly, however, when the 
pastor involved himself in 
some sort of protest. (It 
was the 60’s, and we were 
in California, so it was inevi-

table.) But it was enough to 
give me a taste of what I 
was looking for. In fact, the 
nagging grew that much 
stronger. 

The rest of the story is 
long, and at times confusing. 
But eventually I discovered 
a church where the grace I 
heard matched what I read 
in my Bible, and the Holy 
Spirit said I was home. That 
was now almost 50 years 
and several moves ago. But I 
still find it a special treat 
and a privilege to meet with 
that nagging Holy Spirit in 
worship each week. Even 
when it is only on a screen 
in my home. Thank you 
OSLC, for this amazing 
home for worship! And 
thank you God, for leading 
me all these years!   
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A BREATH OF FRESH AIR… 
Tina Korte is a certified Spiritual Director. She holds a D. Min. from Luther 

Seminary, and has many years of experience as a retreat leader. At OSLC, she is 
the leader of the THRIVE initiative. 

 
I have a confession: as a writ-
er I get sick and tired of 
words!!! Of late, I have won-
dered how would we be 
taught if we didn’t have 
words…? Words are over-
rated. Words, written or 
spoken, often get in the way 
of listening.  

Can we find God without 
words?  

The sun and moon need no 
glitzy commercials to get us 
to watch and wonder. The 
cold and heat need no com-
plicated printed instructions 
to take care of us. Animals 
have no words, yet they still 
find their way into our hearts. 
No manual on how to 
breathe comes with our birth 
certificate and yet we do. 

You can learn a lot by walking 
not talking.  

Check it out! Psalm 19! The 
Psalmist uses words to pre-

sent this “no words” theme. 
The glory of God is taught 
through His created order of 
the universe. This knowledge 
is transmitted to you without 
words by simply looking, 
smelling, tasting, and feeling 
what is right around you. Go 
ahead… read verses 1-6. 

Our belief in the Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit is the door-
way to this phenomenal 
world. This “no-words” 
world is part of our spiritual 
being. Unmatched beauty sur-
rounds us, guiding us toward 
the deepening of our faith. In 
this quiet and peace, our new 
spring sun provides warmth 
and by watching the robins 
find worms once again brings 
on smiles. These simple de-
lights need no words of ex-
planation, they just bring joy 
and confirm the order of life.  
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This blessing needs to use 
words but no word of re-
sponse is needed. Breathe in 
deeply and breathe out. 

(Seeds of Devotion: Weekly 
Contemplations on Faith by 
Thomas Merton.)  

A Prayer of Blessing 
May life surprise you.  
May a sense of grace come out of no-

where in the middle of your daily tasks. 
May a sense of peace find you in the un-

likeliest of places. 
 May a sense of courage and renewal find 

you. 
May God’s love surround you. 
May a gentleness, returning quietness, and 

a restoring stillness be with you. 
And may faith, hope and love be your con-

stant companions.
Amen. 

Share this blessing with someone 
who needs it!



Learning
PALM SUNDAY PARADE! 
Children and Youth invited to join (March 28; 10am service)
At the very beginning of our Park-
ing Lot Worship on Palm Sunday, 
children and youth will lead wor-
ship with a parade! They will wave 
palms and streamers and/or 
play instruments to shout Ho-
sanna to the King. People in their 
cars are invited to wave or honk a 
greeting. 

Please arrive before 10am to park 
your car and be ready when wor-
ship starts. We'll provide every-
thing that they need. (Well, you 
might bring colorful umbrellas --
just in case!) 

We encourage everyone to bring 
the "alms boxes" from their At 

Home Lent Kits (if they have 
them) or envelopes filled with do-
nations for our Lenten charity this 
year: Fauquier FISH—For Immedi-
ate Sympathetic Help. (To learn 
about their work, go 
to http://fauquierfish.org/. Durin
g the offering, we will invite eve-
ryone interested to bring their 
offerings up for the blessing. 

For more information, contact 
Betsy Wilco or Pastor Terri. We 
hope to see you for this special 
worship service! 

To sign up, visit “Upcoming 
Events” on OSLC’s website.

CHILDREN'S EASTER EGG HUNT & ACTIVITIES 
Sunday, April 4, 9am
The Faith Formation Team invites 
children of all ages to church for an 
Easter celebration. Children will 
have the chance to do a craft with 
their families, play a game, hear a 
story, and—hunt for Easter Eggs!  

Join us at Kim Ulrich Park behind 
the church. If it rains, we’ll go in-
doors. 

The Fellowship Ministry will pro-
vide coffee for the adults. (Please 

park according to parking lot ser-
vice directions.) 

After the party, families will return 
to their cars for Easter Worship at 
10am.  

For more information, contact 
Mark Knisely or Pastor Terri. 

To sign up, visit “Upcoming 
Events” on OSLC’s website. 



A CHURCHWIDE ADULT STUDY 

 
One of Jesus’ great teaching 
parables involves a sower who 
cast seed along the ground. The 
sower hoped the seeds would 
sprout, grow, and bear good 
fruit. Some seeds did just that, 
producing a great harvest. But 
others, Jesus said, fell among 
thorns and, though they began 
to grow, these good plants 
were quickly choked out. Jesus 
said the thorns were “the cares 
of the world and the lure of 
wealth” (Matthew 13:22). 

In a culture where having 
“enough” seems to have be-
come a never-ending pursuit, 
Jesus’ parable remains incredibly 
relevant. Many of us are chasing 
the American dream in ways 
that lead to stress, anxiety, and 
fear—thorns that can rob us of 
the ability to enjoy the abundant 
lives of purpose that God in-
tended for us. 

All of us have struggled with 
these issues at one time or  

another. They are important 
issues that we cannot ignore. 
This is why, beginning April 11th 
for five weeks, we will offer a 
churchwide adult education 
study called Enough: Discovering 
Joy Through Simplicity and Gener-
osity. During this time we will 
explore what the Bible teaches 
us about financial management 
through small group study. 
We’ll hear stories about what 
others have learned by working 
through financial challenges. 
Each week we will provide you 
with some practical tools you 
can use to assess your financial 
situation and develop a financial 
plan with a biblical foundation. 

I hope you will join us in the 
coming weeks as we look at 
how we can manage our finan-
cial resources and truly experi-
ence simplicity, generosity, and 
joy. This class is made possible 
from a grant from OSLC’s  
Endowment Fund. 



For more information, email 
Tom Bartkiewicz using the 
church directory or contact 
the church office by emailing 
office@oslc-warrenton.org 
or calling (540) 347-3224. 

 

 

 

All Classes by Zoom at 8am on 
the following Sundays: 

April 11  “When Dreams  
               Become Nightmares” 
April 18  “Wisdom and  
               Finance” 
April 25  “Cultivating  
               Contentment” 
May 2     “Defined by  
               Generosity” 
May 9     “Living the Good Life” 

 

  

mailto:office@oslc-warrenton.org
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DAVE’S THURSDAY MORNING CLASS 
God’s Will for Life
Join Dave Raecke and others 
on Thursday mornings at 10am 
via ZOOM for a class/Bible 
study. You can join in and ob-
tain the class materials by con-
tacting Dave using the church 
directory or contacting the 
church office at your first  
opportunity.  

A new class will begin on 
Thursday, March 25.  
God's Will for Life: Studies in 
Mark: Together in Faith by 
Cynnamon Brown is a  
3-session study that looks at 
the texts in Mark from histori-
cal, literary, Lutheran theologi-
cal, and devotional perspec-
tives.  

Dave’s next class will begin 
on April 15 (or April 22 – 
check our website under 

events as well as weekly news 
eblasts as we get closer).  
Holy Spirit: Creative Power 
in Our Lives by Lois Malcolm 
is an 8-week study that in-
vites readers to experience the 
Spirit’s creative life and power 
– precisely within the com-
plexity of our everyday lives. 

For more information including 
the Zoom link to participate in 
either or both of these upcom-
ing classes, check the OSLC 
website under events. If you 
are unable or don’t want to 
connect by computer, it is also 
possible to dial in by phone 
(audio only). Call +1 (301) 
715-8592 (USA) and  
enter Meeting ID: 833 4258 
6849 AND Passcode: 572220

. 
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Service 
SOCIAL MINISTRY ACTIVITIES 
February-March 2021 
On-Site Ministry: 

Bags of Food:  8 (Feb) 
Bags of Cleaning & Personal Items: 10 (Feb) 
Gas Gift Cards:  7 (Feb) 
 

Food Distribution:  
•   36 households  
• 125 individuals 

o 79 adults 
o 46 children 

Food boxes were delivered in a “drive-by line” due to “no con-
tact” operation. We will continue this procedure as long as nec-
essary. Bad weather reduced participation a bit. (Feb) 

 

People Helping People:  
• $ 16,996 for rent, mortgage, motels, and utilities  
• $   1,125 total income for the month  
• Assisted:  

o 44 families 
o 35 children  

• OSLC volunteer hours — 60 (Feb)  
 

March/April/May Activities:  
1. Easter money collection for Head Start families – contact 

Donna Bartkiewicz through the church directory or by contacting 
the church office (office@oslc-warrenton.org, 540-347-3224).  

2. Food Distribution will give out small bottles of laundry deter-
gent (35-50 oz) on April 17 (due at OSLC by noon, April 15). 
Local churches have been asked to help because detergent can-
not be purchased with Food Stamps;  
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3. Give Local Campaign in support of People Helping People May 
4; contact Elfie Schmid through the church directory or the 
church office (office@oslc-warrenton.org, 540-347-3224). 

4. Fauquier Family Shelter-Collection of cleaning supplies, etc., 
in May. Contact Fred Koozer through the church directory or the 
church office (office@oslc-warrenton.org, 540-347-3224) for 
more info. 

 

Other activities will be scheduled on a case-by-case basis, based on the 
COVID-19 situation. Check for notifications in the weekly announce-
ments and on Our Saviour’s website.  
 
 

STILL SERVING 
Donations in Memory of Rose Flohr 
Rose Flohr entered the Church Triumphant this year. Most people 
know she was the longtime chair of our Altar Guild, as well as a 
former Council President and a welcoming presence as long as she 
was physically able to attend. But with the passage of time, some 
people may know that she was also the first chair of what was once 
called our “Junior Department,” and a mother who raised her three 
children at Our Saviour. 
 
Remembering Rose’s long commitment to ministries of education 
and Christian nurture, her daughters Linda and Arlene have asked 
that all gifts in their mother’s memory be directed to support of 
OSLC’s Youth Group, and especially toward helping kids take part 
in activities that require travel.  We are happy to oblige. 
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Connections
PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
Pray & Crochet (or Knit, But That Doesn’t Rhyme) 
As our lives slowly return to 
normal (or something like 
it!), the Prayer Shawl Min-
istry is planning to do the 
same. We are excited to re-
connect with existing mem-
bers and always enjoy wel-
coming newcomers to the 
group. 

The Prayer Shawl Minis-
try provides handmade 
blankets and shawls for the 
pastors to use in baptisms 
and give to those in need of 
comfort during care visits.  

The knitted or crocheted 
items are tangible reminders 
of God’s love and of the re-
cipients’ connection to a 
community of faith. 

Details about meeting 
times and dates will be 
forthcoming; please be 
sure to check our website 
soon.  

If you are not already a part 
of the Prayer Shawl Ministry 
but would like to be, or 
want to learn more, please 
contact Emily Ashby through 
the OSLC church directory 
or contact the church office 
by emailing office@oslc-
warrenton.org or calling 
(540) 347-3224.  

And if your spirit is willing 
but you are a novice to the 
crafts, we can help you 
learn! 

God’s Work. Our Hands. 

mailto:office@oslc-warrenton.org
mailto:office@oslc-warrenton.org


Community
LEGION BLOOD DRIVE 
April 9 in Remington 
American Legion Post 247 in Remington and the American Red Cross are 
teaming up to host an upcoming blood drive. 

Drive Details: 

• Site: American Legion, Harold J. Davis Post 247 

• Address: 11420 James Madison Hwy, Remington, VA, 22734 

• Room Name: Main Room 

• Date: Fri April 9, 2021 

• Time: 02:00 PM - 06:00 PM 

• Blood Program Leader Name: Joanne Smoot 

• Blood Program Leader Phone Number: 540-222-7626 

Are you a blood donor? There's new FDA blood donation eligibility guid-
ance for those who receive a COVID-19 vaccination. If you have received 
a COVID-19 vaccine, knowing the name of the manufacturer is critical in 
determining blood donation eligibility. In most cases, there's no deferral 
time.  

All blood donations are tested for COVID-19 antibodies. Donations col-
lected at our drive may now help current coronavirus patients battling 
the virus. So, if you can, please sign up to donate. 

The need for blood is constant and only volunteer donors can fulfill that 
need for patients in our community. Nationwide, someone needs a unit 
of blood every 2 to 3 seconds and most of us will need blood in our life-
time. 

Download the Red Cross Blood Donor App on iTunes, Google Play or 
text BLOODAPP to 90999. Schedule appointments, view your blood 
type and results of your mini-physical, and track your donation. 
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LIONS CLUB BARBECUE 
April 10, for Local Charities 
The Lions Clubs of Fau-
quier County are pleased 
to present a drive thru 
take away meal to support 
charities throughout 
Piedmont Virginia. 
Lunch/meal sales will be 
held on Saturday, April 10 
in the parking lot of Our 
Saviour Lutheran Church at 6194 Dumfries Road, Warrenton, 
VA 20187.  The hours are from 11am to 3pm. The meal will 
consist of a Pulled Pork Barbecue Sandwich with Coleslaw,  
Potato Salad, & Dessert. Cost is $ 12.00 per meal. Soft 
drinks will be sold separately by the Boy Scouts. 

 

ABOUT THE LIONS: 
Your Fauquier County Lions Clubs 
support a very wide range of charities 
including vision and hearing services for 
our citizens who cannot afford these 
services, leader dogs, Fauquier Food 
Coalition, vision and hearing screens in 

public and private schools as well as, and the Salvation Army. 
We also support projects that help people all over the world 
through Lions Club International.    
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Finance 
Bonnie McQuillan is Our Saviour’s Treasurer 

FINANCE CORNER 
January-February 2021 Income and Expenses 

 TOTAL OFFERING TOTAL EXPENDITURES 

January 2021 $   33,870 $   40,524 

February 2021 $   22,755 $   33,042 

YTD $   56,625 $   73,566 
 

AVERAGE MONTHLY OFFERING NEEDED:  $ 38,000 

A little bit of a rocky start to the 2021 Financial Report, but we think that 
is what a pandemic will do! And we are not alone in this as other church-
es will attest. So, we will keep striving to be good stewards of what God 
has given us and trusting that he will provide as he always does. We con-
tinue to wait for our “invitation” from PNC Bank to apply for for-
giveness. The only clue we have from them is that the invitations ARE 
coming.  

Wanted to pass on some interesting information that Ashley and Julia re-
ceived from Samaritan’s Purse as to the destinations of the Opera-
tion Christmas Child shoeboxes. They arrived in:  

- Honduras in Central America 

- Madagascar – an island off the East African cost, and 

- Burundi – a small country in Central Africa, south of the Equator. 

Thank you to all who participated by filling the boxes, shipping and finan-
cial donations. 

And closer to home, we continue our Lenten Wednesday collections to 
benefit the local FISH chapter which offers food to all in need in Fauquier 
County. I think you will be pleasantly surprised when you hear the total 
next month! 
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Council News 
Troy Stansell, President 

A WORD FROM OUR COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
A breath of fresh air! Spring is up-
on us and hope is emerging! I can-
not believe that we have just 
passed the one-year anniversary of 
restricting services and are ap-
proaching our second non-
traditional Easter. I have a double 
case of spring fever after last year, 
but I’m filled with a new hope as 
we enter this transitional season! 

I would like to share some 
thoughts I had on the current sea-
son we are in. I was lamenting the 

quote below from a devotional 
that a friend wrote and the season 
of transition that we are in, winter 
moving to spring, lent moving to 
Easter. COVID moving 
to…what?!? 

The images of caterpillars turning 
to butterflies and bunnies hopping 
in our yards as we look forward to 
better things this spring. Are we in 
a season of flourishing or are we 
being prepared to flourish? 

 

SEASONS… 

“The turning of the seasons reminds us that there is a 
time for growth and a time for rest; a time of flourishing 

and a time of waiting to flourish.” 
 

 

I couldn’t help reflecting on this 
last year and remembering the 
last bits of normalcy – hosting the 
congregation meeting live and 
making soup for Lenten soup 
supper. This last year has brought 
on a lot of change and adaptation 
at a speed that most of us were-
n't comfortable with. OK, just  

 

pause and really think about this 
last year and the challenges we've 
all faced as well as the resiliency 
we’ve all developed, in the face of 
adversity we are driven to adapt, 
evolve, change, and grow faster 
than ever. Think about your own 
growth and changes, maybe it's 
dealing with homeschool, con-
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stant Zoom meetings, isolation, 
anxiety, fear. Maybe you’ve 
learned some new skills, or may-
be you’re learning to become 
more vulnerable. Whatever it is, 
trust that we are in a season of 
hope and looking forward. 

God promises resilience; I have a 
sense he's preparing us for some-
thing greater, preparing us to 
flourish. 

I thought I would share a couple 
of verses with you that have been 
helping me lately...

One Day/One Thing at a time! 
Matthew 6: 33-34 

“But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all 
these things will be given to you as well. 

Therefore, do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow 
will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its 
own.” 

Work to God’s Glory – Using your Talents 
Matthew 25: 15 

“To one he gave five bags of gold, to another two bags, and 
to another one bag, each according to his ability. Then he 
went on his journey.” 

As far as council goes, we re-
cently concluded the annual 
February Congregational 
Meeting during which we fo-
cused on adopting the pro-
posed changes to the consti-
tution, reviewed an overall 
summary of the various OSLC 
Teams, selected members to  

the nominating committee and 
synod assembly, and installed 
the members of our 2021 
Council. The council is turning 
focus onto plans for the re-
mainder of the year and fol-
lowing up on activities that we 
brainstormed during our 
council retreat in January.




