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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

ORGAN PRELUDE       
Let the Spirit prepare your heart for worship.  
INVOCATION  
P Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 
C He is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
The presiding minister may comment briefly on the service of the day, and 

then invite all to confession. 
BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 
may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your holy name. Amen. 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, 
and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been 
saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.  
Amen. 

  



GATHERING                          Now the Green Blade Rises                    ELW 379 
  Stanzas 1 & 4 Only 

 
 
KYRIE 
A Lord have mercy upon us. 
C Lord have mercy. 
A Christ, have mercy upon us. 
C Christ, have mercy. 
A Lord, have mercy upon us. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 



APOSTOLIC GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray. 
 O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot 

live. Nourish our life in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit 
of love and know the fullness of your joy, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen 

WORD 
We hear and respond to God’s Word 

FIRST READING       Acts 8:26-40 
A 26An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the 

south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a 
wilderness road.) 27So he got up and went. Now there was an 
Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the 
Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to 
Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning home; seated in his 
chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit said to 
Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” 30So Philip ran up to it 
and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you 
understand what you are reading?” 31He replied, “How can I, unless 
someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside 
him. 32Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was 
this: 

 

 “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 
  and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 
   so he does not open his mouth. 
 33In his humiliation justice was denied him. 



  Who can describe his generation? 
   For his life is taken away from the earth.” 

 

34The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the 
prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?” 35Then 
Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he 
proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 36As they were going 
along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, 
“Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being 
baptized?” 38He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, 
Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip 
baptized him. 39When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the 
Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went 
on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he 
was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all 
the towns until he came to Caesarea. 

A The Word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 

SECOND READING       1 John 4:7-21 
A 7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; 

everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 8Whoever does 
not love does not know God, for God is love. 9God’s love was 
revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world 
so that we might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we loved 
God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice 
for our sins. 11Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to 
love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love one 
another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 
  13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he 
has given us of his Spirit. 14And we have seen and do testify that the 
Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 15God abides in 
those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in 
God. 16So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. 
  God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God 
abides in them. 17Love has been perfected among us in this: that we 
may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are 



we in this world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out 
fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not 
reached perfection in love. 19We love because he first loved 
us. 20Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, 
are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they 
have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. 21The 
commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must 
love their brothers and sisters also. 

A The Word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (John 15:5) 
P Alleluia.  I am the vine, you are the branches. 
C Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit.  

Alleluia.  

GOSPEL John 15:1-8 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said:] 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 
2He removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch 
that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3You have 
already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide 
in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself 
unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 
5I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in 
them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 
6Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and 
withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and 
burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for 
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8My Father is 
glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.” 

P The gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON 



HANDBELL MEDITATION Thine Is the Glory 

THE NICENE CREED 
A With the church of God around the world, let us affirm our faith in 

the words of the Nicene Creed.  
 
C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of  

        heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was 
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became 
truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to 
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no 
end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father 
and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 

world to come. Amen. 
  



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A Alive in Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers 

before God. 
A brief silence. 
 Almighty God, you abide in your church and your church abides in 

you. Cleanse us by your word and give yourself to the whole church 
on earth so that it bears fruit and witnesses to your love. Hear us, O 
God. 

 Your mercy is great. 
 You have created the heavens and the earth. As we wonder at the 

beauty of creation, may we seek vital connections among all that 
depends on the earth for life. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 
 You rule the nations with justice and love. Give the leaders of the 

earth assurance of your abiding presence, that they lead not by fear 
but with love for those they are called to serve. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 
 You have loved us so that we can love others. We pray for all in need 

of your love: those who are poor, lowly, outcast, weak, or fearful. 
Provide for the needs of all people. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. The presiding minister concludes 

the prayers.  
P You gather us with all the saints by the power of your Spirit, 

especially with Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria as well as (names).  
With them, may our hearts live forever in your keeping. Hear us, O 
God. 

 Your mercy is great. 
 In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, 

trusting in your never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 



MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 
PEACE 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

 
OFFERING 
P        Let us offer with joy and thanksgiving what God has first given us: 

our selves, our time, and our possessions -- signs of God’s gracious 
love.   

 

Gifts are received for the church’s mission. If you are at home, please 
consider a donation by mail or online at our website. 
 
OFFERTORY PROCESSION 
The gifts are brought forward to support the work of the church. 
 
OFFERTORY CANTICLE 

 
  
 



 
OFFERING PRAYER 
A Let us pray. Be known to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the 

bread, as you were made known to the disciples. Receive these 
gifts, and the offering of our lives, that we may be your risen 
body in the world. 

C Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE 
The presiding minister invites the people to prayer. 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
PREFACE      Spoken by the presiding minister 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 
who in dying has destroyed death, 
and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the 

resurrection, 



with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
SANCTUS Isaiah 6:3 & Matthew 21:9  

Spoken by the assembly. 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER               Led by the presiding minister. 
We give God thanks for this meal, recall God’s saving deeds, and call the 
Holy Spirit to be present as we receive the Body and Blood of Jesus.   

Holy and ever-living God, 
we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth. 

We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters 
of the flood, for freeing your people Israel from the bonds of 
slavery, and for sending your Son to be our Redeemer. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, 

his life-giving death and glorious resurrection, 
we await your promised life for all this dying world. 

Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup: 



carry us in your arms from death to life, 
that we may live as your chosen ones, 
clothed in the righteousness of Christ. 
 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever.  
Amen 

 
LORD'S PRAYER 
A Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray, 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 
The presiding minister invites the assembly to the table in the words of 1 
Corinthians 5:7: 
P Alleluia!  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us! 
C Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia!  
 
COMMUNION  
Today, we will administer both the Body of Christ and his most precious 
Blood. 
We will use a pouring chalice to administer the Blood. After you have 
consumed the Body, a worship leader will pour from the shared chalice into 
an individual cup. When you have consumed this, please place the cup in a 
tray. 
 
If you prefer not to receive this way, please remember the words of St. 



Augustine, “but believe and thou hast eaten.” 
 
As the Minister gives the bread and wine, he or she says these words to each 
communicant: 

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.  
The communicant may say: Amen. 
 
AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

Those who cannot be present in body may offer this prayer, and trust that 
Christ is with them in faith and love.  

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in Holy Communion, 
according to your promise. I love you above all things and I 
desire you in my soul. Since I cannot now receive you in the 
sacrament, come to my heart in the spirit. I embrace you now as 
if you were here, and unite myself wholly to you. Never let me be 
separated from you. Amen. 

 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
P The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 

keep you in his grace. 
C Amen 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A Grant, almighty God, that the sacraments of new life which we have 

received may continue their work in our hearts and souls; through 
Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 
SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
BLESSING 
P Almighty God, the Father, the Son + and the Holy Spirit, bless you 

now and forever.  
C Amen. 
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DISMISSAL 
The Assisting Minister dismisses the assembly: 
 
A Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 
C He is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
A Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.   
C Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE 
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Introit from Simple English Propers by Adam Bartlett  
 



Bible Readings 
for Daily Prayer 

These may be read by themselves or  
as part of the Matins and Vespers services. 

 

Monday 
Psalm 80 
Isaiah 5:1-7 
Galatians 5:16-26 

Tuesday 
Psalm 80 
Isaiah 32:9-20 
James 3:17-18 

Wednesday 
Psalm 80 
Isaiah 65:17-25 
John 14:18-31 

Thursday 
Psalm 98 
Isaiah 49:5-6 
Acts 10:1-34 

Friday 
Psalm 98 
Isaiah 42:5-9 
Acts 10:34-43 

Saturday 
Psalm 98 
Deuteronomy 32:44-47 
Mark 10:42-45 

Sunday, Sixth Sunday of Easter, 
Year B 

Acts 10:44-48 
Psalm 98 
1 John 5:1-6 
John 15:9-17 
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