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GATHERING 

Welcome Song   

Here I Am to Worship 
As I went down to the river to pray,  

studyin’ about that good ole way 
and who shall wear the starry crown,  

good Lord, show me the way. 
 

O *sisters, let’s go down, let’s go down, come on down. 
Come on, *sisters, let’s go down, down to the river to pray. 

 
(Repeat song, replacing * with the following:) 

2. brothers 
3. fathers 
4. mothers 
5. sinners 
6. Christians 

Welcome 
Confession and Forgiveness 
P Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of one 

another. 
Silence may be kept for reflection. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name. Amen. 

The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness. 
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P By water and the Holy Spirit, God gives us a new birth, and 
through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, God 
forgives us all our sins. Almighty God strengthen us in all 
goodness and keep us in eternal life. 

C     Amen. 

Song                        Here I Am to Worship 
Light of the world, You stepped down into darkness,  

opened my eyes, let me see. 
Beauty that made this heart adore You,  

hope of a life spent with You. 
 

Refrain:  Here I am to worship, here I am to bow down, 
Here I am to say that You’re my God. 

You’re altogether lovely, altogether worthy,  
altogether wonderful to me. 

 
King of all days, oh so highly exalted,  

glorious in heaven above. 
Humbly You came to the earth You created,  

all for love’s sake became poor.  Refrain 
 

I’ll never know how much it cost to see my sin upon that cross.  
I’ll never know how much it cost to see my sin upon that cross.  
I’ll never know how much it cost to see my sin upon that cross.  

Refrain 
 

Here I am to worship, here I am to worship. 
 

Sharing the Peace 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you.  
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Prayer of the Day 
L Let us pray.  

O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we 
cannot live. Nourish our life in his resurrection, that we may 
bear the fruit of love and know the fullness of your joy, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 

WORD 
 
First Reading                                            Acts 8:26-40 
26An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the 
south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 
(This is a wilderness road.) 27So he got up and went. Now there 
was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen 
of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come 
to Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning home; seated in his 
chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit said 
to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” 30So Philip ran up 
to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do 
you understand what you are reading?” 31He replied, “How can I, 
unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and 
sit beside him. 32Now the passage of the scripture that he was 
reading was this: 
 “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 
  and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 
   so he does not open his mouth. 
 33In his humiliation justice was denied him. 
  Who can describe his generation? 
   For his life is taken away from the earth.” 
34The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does 
the prophet say this, about himself or about someone 
else?” 35Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this 
scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 36As 
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they were going along the road, they came to some water; and 
the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me 
from being baptized?” 38He commanded the chariot to stop, and 
both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, 
and Philip baptized him. 39When they came up out of the water, 
the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him 
no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found 
himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he 
proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to 
Caesarea. 
L   The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God.   
 
Gospel                                                      John 15:1-8 
P   The holy gospel according to St. John. 
C   Glory to you, O Lord. 
[Jesus said:] 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the 
vinegrower. 2He removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. 
Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more 
fruit. 3You have already been cleansed by the word that I have 
spoken to you. 4Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch 
cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither 
can you unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are the 
branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, 
because apart from me you can do nothing. 6Whoever does not 
abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such 
branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you 
abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you 
wish, and it will be done for you. 8My Father is glorified by this, 
that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.” 
The gospel concludes: 
P   The Gospel of the Lord.   
C Praise to you, O Christ.  

Sermon 
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RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
Prayers of the People 

We pray for the church and the world.  

Offering 
Please the support the work of Our Saviour! 

An offering basket can be found in the narthex. You may also 
make an offering online, at www.oslc-warrenton.org, by 
clicking the “DONATE” tab on the homepage. 

Offering Prayer 
L God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to 

your table. Receive our lives and the gifts we offer. Abide 
with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the 
sake of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ.  

C Amen. 
Lord’s Prayer 
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as our 

Saviour taught us. 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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SENDING 
Blessing 
P May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and 

to love the risen Lord Jesus. 

 The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now 
and forever. 

C Amen.  
 
Sending Song    

What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine  
Leaning on the Everlasting Arms 

What a fellowship, what a joy divine,  
Leaning on the everlasting arms; 

What a blessedness, what a peace is mine,  
Leaning on the everlasting arms. 

 
Refrain:  Leaning, leaning safe and secure from all alarms; 

Leaning, leaning, leaning on the everlasting arms. 
 

Oh, how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way,  
Leaning on the everlasting arms; 

Oh, how bright the path grows from day to day,  
Leaning on the everlasting arms.  Refrain 

 
What have I to dread, what have I to fear,  

Leaning on the everlasting arms? 
I have blessed peace with my Lord so near,  
Leaning on the everlasting arms. Refrain 

 
Dismissal 
L   Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God.   
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