
The Messenger 
YOU ARE WORTHY. 

That is not a message that the world 
gives many of us. On the contrary, 
most of us have been told, in one 
way or another, that we are not 
worthy: not good enough, or pretty 
enough, young enough or thin 
enough. That, for whatever reason, 
we do not deserve to be loved. 

To this message, the Resurrection of 
Jesus gives a resounding “NO.” 

“Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who 
was slain,” we sang on Easter Sun-
day, echoing the angels in Revelation 
5:12. The Lamb who conquered 
death is worthy forever. 

And for the sake of the Lamb, God 
declares us worthy. Despite our sin 
and our failures, God imputes to us 
the purity and victory of Christ. 

This is what it means to be re-
deemed, to be given the gift of 
grace: that whoever you are, what-
ever you have done, you are worthy 
in God’s eyes. 
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Worship
WORSHIP TOGETHER IN PERSON! 
Sundays at 10:00am 
We continue to gather once each Sun-
day, at 10am, for a service of Holy 
Communion, in a traditional style and 
accompanied by the majestic organ. 

Saturdays at 5:30pm
Voices of Praise is back! After a hiatus, the 
Saturday service has returned, with its laid-
back atmosphere and contemporary music. 

WORSHIP TOGETHER ONLINE! 
Join us from Home 
Both the Saturday and Sunday services are livestreamed on Fa-
cebook, so that those who do not yet feel safe in church can 
join the celebration from their own computer. 

These streamed services are available for later viewing on Fa-
cebook. 

CHECK US OUT ON YOUTUBE 
A treasury of Our Saviour’s devotional and 
worship videos is available on our dedicated 
YouTube Channel. It is much easier to find 
them there than to search through Facebook. 
Just visit YouTube, search for “Our Saviour Warrenton,” and 
follow the link.  If you click “subscribe,” you will automatically 
be notified when we post something new! 
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THE GREAT FIFTY DAYS 
Easter is not over!  The season in which we rejoice with spe-
cial fervor at the Resurrection of Jesus and his promise of new 
life for all the faithful lasts until Pentecost. The number of the-

se fifty days are significant – ten more 
than Lent.  Fasting and penitence have 
their place in the Christian life, but the 
center of our faith is Jesus and his victory 
over death. Don’t miss a week of the cel-
ebration! 

SPECIAL EVENTS 
Join us for these special Saturday and Sunday services: 

• Memorial Day (May 29 & 30 – honor the fallen)

• Mothers’ Day (May 8 & 9 – thank God for mothers)

• Pentecost (May 22 & 23 – wear red!)

COVID ADJUSTMENTS 
Despite the spread of vaccines, COVID 
remains a problem in Virginia. At Our Sav-
iour, we continue to wear masks indoors, 
and outdoors if we are within 6 feet of 
each other. Worship attendance is limited 
by the number of people who can remain 
safely distanced in the pews. If needed, we 

can accommodate an overflow in the Fellowship Hall. 
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Spirituality 
FAITH STORIES 
Don’t You Love a Good Story?
When we belong to the same family, we want to hear each other’s stories. That 
is what we will be doing as a monthly addition to The Messenger.  

To share YOUR story, contact Tina Korte.

MY FAITH STORY: DOUG COYNER 
My Faith life started in 
Waynesboro, Va., at Bethany 
Lutheran church, originally 
named Coyner Lutheran 
church. My memory of church 
starts as early as I can re-
member, with some of my 
family being pastors of the 
Missouri Synod. There was 
and still is a school connected 
with the church and that is 
part of the connection be-
tween school and church.  

To me church is what you did, 
no question. The school was 
the children’s choir and the 
children’s choir was the 
school, one in the same. Mon-
day through Friday, we were 
in one half of the building at 
school, and Sunday in worship 

in Sanctuary at the other half 
of the building. 

I’ve heard other people say 
they have to take their kids to 
church kicking and screaming. 
Not my family. We went be-
cause that was what we did 
on Sunday as a family, fol-
lowed by a big Sunday dinner, 
midday.  

The church has always been 
part of my life. It brings me 
joy when I hear adults say that 
they have found Christ, as I 
know the joy of having this 
relationship since my child-
hood.  

This is the foundation that I 
have always had, to guide me 
in all that I do, live and am. 



My Faith Story: Krista Coyner 
Being from Connecticut and 
growing up in a Congregation-
al church, my faith as a child 
was family, fellowship and, yes 
– fun! We had a lot of pot-
lucks, Lenten soup suppers
and gatherings. My parents
were involved and active, and
when we were not at church,
we were socializing with the
same families we worshiped
with on Sunday.

As I got older, I 
too became in-
volved with 
church, as a 
teenager singing 
in adult choir 
alongside my 
mom. Youth 
group (Pilgrim’s 
fellowship) was 
small, but a close 
bunch of us that 
met at our min-
ister’s house for conversation 
and outings for fun. Through 
all of that, faith to me was a 
big sense of belonging and 
love, as was my relationship 
with God. 

Fast forward through my tur-
bulent twenties…well, the 
first part of it anyway, to the 
point where God was knock-
ing on my head saying, “Hello, 
I’m still here. You still think 
you can do this on your 
own?”  

Enter one of the best things 
that happened to me, aside 
from my beautiful daughter, 
was saying yes when a man 

named Doug 
Coyner asked 
me out on a 
date.  

It was Doug who 
brought me back 
to church. Being 
a Lutheran was 
not different in 
that feeling of 
belonging and 
fellowship (Lu-

therans do enjoy a good pot-
luck too).  

However, my faith did take a 
new and deeper direction. 
There were creeds to learn 
that meant something to me 
when recited and communion 
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practices that were quite dif-
ferent from my early days in 
the congregational church. 
Communion was more rele-
vant and reverent. That is not 
to say that the years as a con-
gregationalist were not mean-
ingful, it could just be that as 
an adult, I am more connected 

with the reason we have 
communion. 

As I look back on my faith 
journey, I am thankful and 
deeply grateful for God’s 
presence in my life, guiding me 
gently along life’s path. It 
brings me comfort in the diffi-
cult days and when I can’t rely 
on my own abilities. 

A BREATH OF FRESH AIR… 
Tina	Korte	is	a	certified	Spiritual	Director.	She	holds	a	D.	Min.	from	Luther	

Seminary,	and	has	many	years	of	experience	as	a	retreat	leader.	At	OSLC,	she	is	
the	leader	of	the	THRIVE	initiative.	

He was a Swede. Albin Carlson 
was his name. One early morn-
ing our phone rang and Dennis 
answered. Albin asked him if he 
would pick up his medicines at 
Walgreens. A surprised Dennis 
did just that. He delivered them 
and was thanked. We only 
knew Albin from our church 
directory.  

That was it, some thirty years 
ago. A simple response in a 
busy world. Life goes on as we 
each learn what it means to be 
worthy, precious, and valuable. 

If we all lived alone in shuttered 
caves, with no or few interac-

tions, how would we know our 
value, worthiness or precious-
ness? 

Wait a minute! We have all 
lived in COVID-fashioned caves 
for the past year! Does that 
mean as we step out that we 
are worthless, valueless because 
we had little or no contact with 
each other? The experts de-
scribe us as coming out de-
pressed. And we may feel that 
way. After all, our fellowship 
with one another is the strength 
of the Church itself.  

How we respond to one anoth-
er is not to gain a rating or 
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ranking of our worthiness or 
preciousness. We don’t love 
one another to be considered 
worthy or to up our game of 
personal goodness. There is no 
rating to be had. It’s God’s love 
in us that responds to others. 
Our worthiness, our value, our 
preciousness is purely and sole-
ly based on God’s never-ending 
LOVE. Saying “yes” to a strange 
Swede in need was God’s re-
sponse through Dennis to his 
servant Albin. 

Our breath is evidence of God’s 
love for us. God formed us and 
“breathed into” us life. (Gen. 

2:7) After the Crucifixion and 
Resurrection, Jesus “breathed 
on his disciples and said ‘receive 
the Holy Spirit.’ ” (Jn 20:22) It is 
new life for a new beginning for 
the Church. The breath of God 
lives within us. Can there be 
any doubt, we are precious in 
His sight? (Isa 43:4) 

After sitting in our caves for 
many months and re-emerging 
into the light… we are offered 
again a new beginning. Breathe 
in and out deeply. Sense the 
breath of God running through 
your veins and God whispering 
words of love as you pray.  

Oh	God,	you	might	say…	
• I	am	precious	in	your	sight	(Isa	43:4)

• I	am	holy	(	I	Pet	2:9)

• I	am	loved		(Jn	3:16)
• I	am	enough		(I	Cor	6:19-20)

• I	am	complete	(Col	2:8-10)
Thank	you.	Amen



Learning
ADULT EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES 
Remarkably, even in the midst of so much 
uncertainty, Our Saviour has continued go-
ing about God’s business: worship, charity, 
and the study of God’s Word. At the mo-
ment, we have not one, not two, but 
THREE different opportunities each 
week for adults to deepen their faith in 
conversation with the Scriptures and each 
other. 

1. Holy Spirit: Creative Power in Our Lives 

An invitation to experience the Spirit’s creative life and power –
precisely within the complexity of our everyday lives. Led by Dave
Raecke each Thursday at10am by Zoom.

2. Tomorrow’s New Today

A close look at the coming weekend’s Bible readings. Led by Pas-
tor Michael each Thursday at 5pm by Zoom.

3. Enough

What the Bible teaches us about financial management, with
practical tools. Led by Tom Bartkiewicz and a team of small-
group leaders, each Sunday at 8am, by Zoom AND in person.

For links, visit the church website at www.oslc-warrenton.org. 

For other information, contact each of these study leaders 
personally through the church directory or the church office, 
by emailing 	office@oslc-warrenton.org or calling (540) 347-
3224. 

3
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Service 
SOCIAL MINISTRY ACTIVITIES 
March-April 2021 
On-Site Ministry: 

• Bags of Food:  4 (Mar)
• Bags of Cleaning & Personal Items: 5 (Mar)
• Gas Gift Cards:  4 (Mar)

Food Distribution: 
• 115 households
• 206 individuals

o 170 adults
o 36 children

Food boxes were delivered in a “drive-by line” due to “no contact” op-
eration. We will continue this procedure as long as necessary.  

People Helping People: 
• $ 13,942 for rent, mortgage, motels, and utilities
• $ 22,725 total income for the month ($20,000 grant)
• Assisted:

o 39 families
o 22 children

• OSLC volunteer hours — 56 (Mar)

Follow-up on March & April Activities: 
1. Easter money collection for Head Start families – Gave $850 to

Head Start for Easter backets.
2. Our Saviour collected 82 small bottles of laundry detergent (35-

50 oz) to be given out at Food Distribution in April. Thank you
for your generosity!

May Activities: 
3. Give Local Campaign in support of People Helping People is

May 4; contact Elfie Schmid through the church directory or the
church office (office@oslc-warrenton.org, 540-347-3224).
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4. Fauquier Family Shelter – Collection of cleaning supplies, etc.,
in May. Contact Fred Koozer through the church directory or the
church office (office@oslc-warrenton.org, 540-347-3224) for
more info.

Other activities will be scheduled on a case-by-case basis, based on the 
COVID-19 situation. Check for notifications in the weekly news and on 
Our Saviour’s website.  

GIVE LOCAL PIEDMONT 2021 
Support Local Charities! 
Members of Our Saviour sup-
port many local groups and non-
profit organizations with their 
time, talents, and treasure. We 
serve as board members, volun-
teers, and clients. We freely give 
of our financial resources and we 
often directly see the results of 
this support.  

The annual Give Local Piedmont appeal is an easy way to help 
our community through our local nonprofit organizations such 
as People Helping People – Celebrating 30 years in 2021! – and 
Fauquier Habitat for Humanity, which OSLC actively supports. 

How do you give? It’s simple. Anytime between April 20 and 
May 4, go to the Give Local Piedmont website 
(www.givelocalpiedmont.org), select the organization(s) you 
want to support from the list, click on its “DONATE NOW” 
button and make your donation ($10 minimum). You can in-
clude more than one organization in a single transaction. Just 
click and donate to as many as you want. Donations are tax-
deductible. 
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LOVE IN ACTION 
Social Ministry Upcoming Events 
Be aware of these 2021 ministries to people in need. 

May 
• Give Local campaign in support of People Helping People. (May 4)

Contact Elfie Schmid 540-937-5315

• Food Distribution (third Saturday). This is OSLC's month to sponsor
this event. Contact Judy or Dave Raecke 540-937-5334.

August 
• Lutheran World Relief Personal Care Kits. Collection starts at the

end of August and continues through September. Contact Judy
Raecke 540-937-5334

September 
• Lutheran World Relief projects continue

• LWR Quilt Blessing (Sept. 25 & 26)

October 
• LWR Personal Care Kits Blessing (Oct. 2 & 3)

• Blessing of the Animals (offerings to K9 Unit) (Oct. 4)

November 
• Thanksgiving baskets (money collection for Head Start families).

Contact Donna Bartkiewicz 540-349-9753

• Thanksgiving Service-offerings to People Helping People and Emer-
gency Assistance Fund (November 23)

• GLOBAL SHOEBOXES: Samaritan’s Purse “Operation Christmas
Child.” Contact Ashley Keapproth (AKeapproth@gmailcom) & Julie
Knisely (julieknisely@gmail.com).

• LOCAL SHOEBOXES: through Food Distribution. (Ends December 18)
Contact Judy Raecke at 540-937-5334.

December 
• Senior Angels, with ECHO. Contact Donna Bartkiewicz 540-349-9753
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Connections
MOTHERS’ DAY BREAKFAST 
Over and over, the Bible 
reminds us of the relation-
ship we have with our 
mothers. We are called to 
honor the women who gave 
us birth and who raised us – 
not always the same wom-
en, either! 

 On Sunday, May 9, from 
9:15-10, the Sunday Social 
group will host a breakfast 
before worship to celebrate 
Mother's Day. We will be 
outdoors if weather allows. 

Join us to honor your own 
mother, and all mothers, 
with prayer and fellowship.

SATURDAY SOCIAL PIZZA PARTY 
An In-Person Event! 
Join us for a Saturday Social 
after the 5:30 pm Pentecost 
service on May 22 (so, ap-
proximately 6:15 pm) for pizza 
and some greatly missed and 
much needed in-person con-
necting.  

Everyone is invited regardless 
of attendance at the service.  

Join us outside (inside if bad 
weather) for pizza, drinks and 
dessert.  

We’ll supply everything and 
follow all food safety, masking 

and social distancing guide-
lines. RSVP requested (but not 
necessary). Contact Tamar 
through the church directory 
or at tamar.yager@oslc-
warrenton.org with questions 
or to RSVP.



Finance 
Bonnie McQuillan is Our Saviour’s Treasurer 

FINANCE CORNER 
1st Quarter 2021 Income and Expenses (Gen. Operating Budget) 

TOTAL OFFERING TOTAL EXPENDITURES 

January 2021 $  33,870 $   40,524 

February 2021 $  22,755 $   33,042 

March 2021 $  30,706 $   30,988 

YTD $  87,331 $ 104,554 

AVERAGE MONTHLY OFFERING NEEDED:  $ 38,000 

A better income to expense ratio this past month for which 
Finance Committee is grateful!  

And our Lenten almsgiving which this year was designated to 
Fauquier FISH was so unexpected that when we talked to the 
volunteers there as to where to send the check, they were 
“stunned” by the generosity of our congregation – $ 3,845 
was donated in the 5 weeks of the Lenten offerings.  

In addition, $850 was also sent to our usual Easter partner – 
Head Start Easter Baskets.  All in the service of Our Lord.  

Your generosity is all the more appreciated knowing the 
times we are living through. 
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Council News 
Troy Stansell, President 

A WORD FROM OUR COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
On a recent vacation to the 
beach with my family, I spent 
quite a bit of time on my morning 
runs contemplating the rhythm of 
the beach and the ocean. 

 On one hand, there is this pre-
dictable portion that you can plan 
on, count on – it’s predictable. 
There is the rising and falling of 
the tides and the time the sun 
rises and sets, but there is also 
this unpredictable portion where 
every day the beach is changing 
and never quite the same.  

I suppose there are a lot of meta-
phors about life to think about on 
the beach, at least what I was 
thinking about is the consistency 
of God in our lives, but we never 
really know what the outcomes 
will be, we just know that God is 

there and with us, but never quite 
sure to what end he is shaping 
and guiding us. The rhythms of 
the beach bring about constant 
change, it reminds me of the 
transformation we’ve all experi-
enced this last year and the 
changes we will be making this 
year both at the church and in 
our personal lives.  

Last month, the council and staff 
were busy with the Easter season 
and starting to look forward to 
changes in worship. We are look-
ing into a survey to the congrega-
tion to seek feedback as well as 
adapting our worship services, 
including bringing back the Satur-
day service.  It’s great to see the 
Saturday Service back with Voices 
of Praise! 

WORSHIP WORKING GROUP 
The Council has approved formation of a Worship Working 
Group to help envision the schedule and style of our worship 
services. To learn more about it, speak to a pastor, or to the 
Council reps for Worship, Jason Ashby and Jerry Hoke, 
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May
3,  

10,  
& 17  

at 7 PM

How do we build on 
what we have learned 
over the last 13 months?  How have attitudes and opinions about 
faith and life changed during the pandemic?  How do we use digi-
tal tools to strengthen overall ministry? 

The Virginia Synod invites you into a series of conversations de-
signed to congregations start a new chapter of ministry in a digital 
world. 

• May 3: Run with Perseverance – Finishing Strong and
Building on What We Have Learned

• May 10: Stumbling Blocks – Discovering More about the
Patterns, Habits, and Opinions of Non-Churchgoers

• May 17: Modern Day Letters – Moving from Broadcast to
Engagement

Registration is free and each of the conversations is planned for 
one hour. For more information, email Pastor Colleen Montgomery 
(montgomery@vasynod.org) or Pastor John Wertz, Jr. 
(wertz@vasynod.org). Register at vasynod.org. 




