
The Messenger 
Keeping It Weird 
Like many Millennials, Rachel Held Evans 
was raised in the Christian faith; and like 
many of our children and grandchildren, 
she abandoned it in young adulthood.   

Later, when she found her way back, it 
was not to the Evangelicalism of her 
childhood, but to a branch of Christianity deeply shaped by ritual 
and tradition, by sacraments and a sense of mystery.  Reflecting 
on this, Evans wrote: 

 [A] church can have a sleek logo and Web site, but if it’s 
judgmental and exclusive, if it fails to show the love of Je-
sus to all, Millennials will sniff it out. Our reasons for leaving 
have less to do with style and image and more to do with 
substantive questions about life, faith and community. 
We’re not as shallow as you might think. 

If young people are looking for congregations that authen-
tically practice the teachings of Jesus in an open and inclu-
sive way, then the good news is the church already knows 
how to do that. The trick isn’t to make church cool; it’s to 
keep worship weird. 

--Rachel Held Evans, “Want Millennials back in the pews? Stop trying to 
make church ‘cool.’” Washington Post, 30 April 2015 
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WORSHIP 
SATURDAY HYMN SING 
July 17 at 5:30 
Sometimes, you want the liturgy in all its glory. Smells! Bells! 
An army of white-robed acolytes. And sometimes you want 
the cutting edge, contemporary praise music snatched from 
today’s Christian radio. 
But sometimes you just want to sing the good old hymns, 
the ones you know and love from back when.  Well, you are 
not alone! 
Join Voices of Praise at the 5:30pm Saturday service on Ju-
ly 17 to sit back and sing the favorites.  We’re structuring 
the service around as many beloved church tunes as we 
can muster.  Have a favorite you want to hear?  Let Rhoda 
Thomson know! 

CHRISTMAS IN AUGUST 
August 14 at 5:30 
Christmas is too much fun for just twelve days in the middle 
of winter, so OSLC is going to celebrate it again – in the 
middle of summer! 
At our August 15 Sunday service, we will observe the Feast 
of Mary, Mother of Our Lord.  This is a beautiful and special 
service that only falls on Sunday every seven years. 
But the night before, on August 14, we will gather to re-
member WHY Mary is so special – because she gave birth 
to Jesus.  We will sing hymns and carols, and hear the 
Christmas story.  All without waiting for snow!  
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WORSHIP TOGETHER 
Saturday and Sunday 

Our Saviour holds in-person worship services each Saturday at 
5:30pm and each Sunday at 10:00am. Masks are optional for 
those who choose to wear them. 
These services are also livestreamed on Facebook. 
Please gather with us in hope, joy and unity! 

	
Voices of Praise, the house band for Saturday evening worship, 
would love to have special guests join them! We know there are 
musicians among us who don’t have the time to commit to week-
ly rehearsals.  
Will you share your talent during a single worship service or a 
single song? We’ll be your back-up band if you’re a singer! If you 
play an instrument, play with us! This is a great way to share your 
talent during the summer without a long-term commitment.  
If you are interested in this opportunity, please contact Rhoda 
Thompson at rhoboet@gmail.com. 
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SPIRITUALITY 
A BREATH OF FRESH AIR… 
By Tina Korte, Thrive Leader 

Have you ever thought of 
prayer as a breath of fresh 
air? What makes air fresh? 
What makes prayer fresh? 
Freshness gets to the heart 
of how you pray.  
You pray – of course you 
do. You are a child of God.  
Jesus, as your teacher and 
friend, prays throughout the 
gospels. He is showing you 
how. Did he follow the for-
mal prayers set in place by 
his community and the Jew-
ish Torah? Certainly. And 
we do too, regularly. We 
find them in our Worship 
Hymnal here at OSLC. We 
are also taught by Jesus 
himself the Lord’s Prayer 
found in Matt. 6:5-15 and 
Luke 11:1-4. 
Think of your favorite story 
of Jesus. You will usually 
find him praying in it some-
where. Think of your latest 

episode of laughter and joy 
or pain and sorrow. Did you 
pray? Did you find in that 
moment the fresh breath of 
God settling on your shoul-
ders?  
Prayer comes in formal and 
less formal ways, keener 
ways: seeing God in the 
trees swaying in the wind; 
hearing the birds singing in 
the rain; seeing God in the 
faces of those who join you 
for a meal. All these prayers 
become that breath of fresh 
air. 
Something I’m currently 
learning about prayer…”I 
can’t change the way the 
wind blows but I can adjust 
my sails.” My sails are the 
ways I pray. And prayer is 
wide and broad and deep. 
Take a deep breath and let 
it go… that is a great prayer.  



MY FAITH STORY  
by Sandy Benfit

My faith story begins with 
baptism at Our Saviour Lu-
theran church in Warrenton, 
Virginia.  
I am a lifelong member of Our 
Saviour Lutheran Church. My 
parents, John & Bernice 
Hoffman, were charter mem-
bers. I was baptized by 
our 2nd minister Pastor 
George Knarr, con-
firmed by our 4th minis-
ter Pastor S. Steven 
Duncan, married (first 
time) by our 5th minister 
Pastor James Rill, and 
married this last time 
(my second) by our 7th 
and 8th ministers Pas-
tors Debbie Frye & 
James Fore.  
Growing up, mom and dad 
took us girls to church every 
Sunday and it became a nor-
mal part of our lives. I wasn’t 
forced to go each Sunday. I 
looked forward to it each 
week to see friends I didn’t 
see at school during the 
week. It was a way of life! 
My daughter, Laura, grew up 
in the church as well. She 
was baptized by our 6th minis-
ter Pastor John Lillie, con-

firmed by our 8th minister Pas-
tor James Fore, and married 
by our 9th minister Pastor Terri 
Church.  
I instilled the love of church in 
her as my parents did in me. 
She was extremely active in 
church growing up with Sun-

day school, VBS, youth 
group, 30 Hour Famine, Hur-
ley service projects, and the 
National Youth Gatherings. 
My hope is that she will teach 
her children the love of God 
as I was taught. 
We learned early in the 
church to serve God and 
keep his house beautiful.  
Growing up, our entire family 
worked almost every week-
end with other church families 
in keeping the church cleaned 

I instilled the love of 
church in my daughter as 
my parents did in me.  
My hope is that she will 
teach her children the 
love of God as I was 
taught. 
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and the lawn mowed. That is 
what we did in those days. 
We worked together as a 
church family to care for 
God’s house. It also brought 
us closer to God by working 
together and getting to know 
our church families. A lot of 
good memories were made! 
Over the years, I have served 
on the church council and 
many committees such as 
Fellowship, Quilt Ministry, 
Rebekah Circle, Altar Guild, 
Choir, Evangelism, Steward-
ship, Social Ministry, ECHO, 

Finance, offering counter and 
currently serving as the Fi-
nancial Secretary. Nothing is 
more enriching in one’s life 
than to be a disciple of God, 
to love and  serve the Lord, 
and to help one another. 
I am extremely blessed for my 
faith journey and how God led 
me to where I am today. I 
know God will always be with 
me to guide me through the 
happiest of days and through 
the difficult times in my life. I 
found these gifts through my 
church! 

 

LEARNING 
TOMORROW’S NEWS – TODAY! 
A Sneak Peek at the Weekly Readings  

Wouldn’t it be great if we knew which Sunday lessons we would 
hear in advance, so that we could understand them more deep-
ly? If only there were some way to get a sneak peek! 
Good news: there is!  
Join us by Zoom each Thursday at 5pm for a guided tour of the 
coming weekend’s lessons. A link will be posted on Facebook 
earlier in the day, and on the OSLC website. 
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WHAT MAKES A STRONG SUNDAY SCHOOL? 
Reflections from the Faith Team 
When the Faith Team leaders 
met to begin to plan our new 
Christian Education ministries 
for the upcoming year, we real-
ized we already knew some 
features of whatever program 
we created would need. What 
do you think they were? High-
ly educated teachers with a 
strong background in Lutheran and 
early childhood education? Well, … no. As important as that is, 
other things—less obvious things—seemed to be greater indica-
tors of our success.  

v Adult Sunday School is vital.  
Ø When parents are learning, they not only need someone to 

watch their children, but they also model the Christian life of 
learning for their children. 

v Music, Movement, Arts & Crafts, Drama, and Service Pro-
jects. 
Ø The best way to memorize scripture is double the learning: 

set it to music, add the occasional sign language or move-
ment to the songs, give them a chance to act out the sto-
ries, or live it out by helping our neighbors in need. 

Ø Many children find music in the sanctuary an engaging way 
to start their time together, and it helps support the singing 
we do in worship. 

v Building relationships. 
Ø Besides getting to know other children your age, church is a 

great time to get to know adults, younger children, older 
youth, and more!  
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v Our amazing coffee social hour was number one on the list. 
Why does coffee matter for elementary children? It seems there 
were multiple reasons:  
Ø the inviting space to welcome the first-time visitor to linger; 
Ø the option for children and youth who would prefer to hang 

out with their parents, grandparents, and older friends in 
church, deepening intergenerational relationships; 

Ø and, of course, FOOD! Sunday Social Hour provides the 
proverbial “carrot” to coax reluctant children and teenagers 
out the door, and it fills in the gap for any parents who had 
trouble getting breakfast into the stomachs of their children. 

 
So, what makes a strong Sunday School? All of us working to-
gether!  
To me, the most exciting—but also daunting—part of this realiza-
tion is how much the entire congregation is needed to build a 
strong education 
ministry for children 
and for youth. We are 
ALL called to help 
build faith in others, 
and it will take some 
time and energy to 
plan out the best 
strategies and tactics 
for this fully integrat-
ed program.  
Do you feel the Spirit at work? I know I do! Let me know if any of 
these support networks are ones you want in on, and in the mean-
time, pray for the children, youth, and young adults God is prepar-
ing to send our way in September. 
 
Growing together in Christ, 
Pastor Terri 

The entire congrega-
tion is needed to 
build a strong edu-
cation ministry 
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SERVICE 
SOCIAL MINISTRY ACTIVITIES 
May - June 2021 

Ministry at Church 
• Bags of Food given out:  4 (May) 
• Bags of Cleaning & Personal Items: 5 (May) 
• Gas Gift Cards:  5 (May) 

 
Food Distribution:  

• 105 households  
• 199 individuals 

o 155 adults 
o   44 children 

•   18 boxes were delivered to local motels 
Food boxes were delivered in a “drive-by line” due to “no con-
tact” operation.  
People Helping People:  

• $  4,839 for rent, mortgage, motels, and utilities  
• $ 10,999 total income for the month  

     Assisted:  
• 16 families 
• 13 children  
• OSLC volunteer hours — 66 (May)  

Follow-up on June Activity:  
1. Delivered 221 cleaning/hygiene products plus $350 to Fau-

quier Family Shelter*.   
2. Food Distribution Coalition handed out 25 bags from OSLC 

and about 25 more from Grace Episcopal (The Plains) for 
the Summer Food Program for children. 
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* On behalf of Fauquier Family Shelter, the Social Ministry thanks 
Our Saviour members and friends for their abundant generosity 
in donating essential items, which were delivered on Monday, 
June 7 by OSLC's Social Ministry member Fred Koozer. Your 
open-hearted generosity is greatly appreciated! 
 
July Activity:  
Food Distribution will be collecting for the Summer Food Pro-
gram for children out of school for the summer. Food items 
should be brought to OSLC by Sunday, July 11, for the food dis-
tribution on July 17. (See the article “Summer Food Program,” 
which includes list of best items for this program.) 
 
Other activities will be scheduled on a case-by-case basis, 
based on the COVID-19 situation. Check for notifications in 
the weekly announcements and on Our Saviour’s website.  

  

FAUQUIER FACTS 
v Fauquier is among 
the fifteen wealthiest 
counties in the US, ac-
cording to the Census 
Bureau 
v At the same time, 
almost 6% of county res-
idents live below the 
poverty line – many far 
below. 
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SUMMER FOOD PROGRAM  
At last report from Department of Social Services (DSS), over 
3,000 Fauquier County children receive breakfast and/or lunch 
through the School Nutrition Program. While on summer vaca-
tion, there may be only a limited program.  
Please help for the months of June and July by purchasing some 
or all the items on the shopping list below, placing them in a bag 
marked: “Children Summer Meals,” and dropping them off at 
church. Additionally, you can donate money and we’ll do the 
shopping for you. 

• shelf milk (ultra-pasteurized [UHT] milk, for example, Par-
malat, or powdered milk) 

• cereal 
• small boxes of raisins or other dried fruit 
• juice boxes 
• peanut butter & jelly (plastic containers, please) 
• cereal bars 
• tuna or chicken (as salad or with salad dressing), with 

crackers in a package 
• snack sizes of fresh fruit in plastic or metal containers 
• small/individual mac & cheese (microwaveable) 
• V8 Fusion juice (any flavor, 8 oz. cans or 6.75 oz. juice 

boxes) 
• canned pasta items (for example: Chef Boyardee, Camp-

bell’s or Annie’s) 
• any healthy snacks (but, please, NO NUTS – too many al-

lergies) 
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CONNECTIONS 
THANK YOU NOTES TO OSLC    
The	ECHO	Ministry	sends	hand-written	notes	to	those	on	our	
prayer	list.	Here’s	a	note	they	got	back	recently:		
Dear Members of ECHO Ministry,  

We want to thank the Echo group for sending cards 
out to our family and friends on the prayer list. It 
made our day and put a smile on our faces. Our friends 
and family were so surprised to receive a card. It 
made them feel so good. Thank you so much. It is the 
little things that brighten our lives.  

Love,		

	 	 	 Jim and Sharon wood 
NEED – OR JUST WANT – TO MEET OUTDOORS? 

Our Saviour’s outdoor patio now has a wood fire pit as well as a 
propane fire pit making this space perfect for outdoor meetings 
and socializing. Located beside the Kim Ulrich playground, it’s a 
perfect place to gather. The patio chairs are stored in classroom 
11 just off the patio. 

… OR INDOORS? 
Given the number of vaccinated 
people in our community, OSLC now 
permits indoor gatherings, with no 
capacity or mask requirements.  
Schedule all meetings through the 
office, and remember: respect the 
health needs of unvaccinated chil-
dren & adults! 
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ADVENT IN JULY!  
2021 Power in the Spirit Online: July 11-15  
As our world emerges from 
over a year of pandemic life, 
many are hoping for a return 
to “normal.” The task before 
the Church is to focus our 
hopes in the right direction. 
This seems like the perfect 
reason to celebrate “Advent 
in July!” 
Advent is always a season in 
which the Church waits and 
hopes, and at Power in the 
Spirit Online, we’ll explore 
how Advent can guide our 
hopes and expectations for 
life in a post-pandemic world.  
In addition to this timely topic, 
you can expect to see old 
friends, make new connec-
tions, and enjoy the fellow-
ship of the Power in the Spirit 
community. If you sign up to 
attend Power in the Spirit 
Online, you can also expect: 
A daily devotional will arrive in 
your email each morning, 
Sunday through Thursday.  
An invitation to daily Zoom 
workshops, from 6:15 PM to 

7:25 PM, Sunday through 
Thursday.  
A closing vespers service at 
7:30 PM, live and online, un-
der the leadership of George 
Donovan, Director of Music 
for Bethel, Winchester. Each 
weeknight you’ll participate in 
different ways of worship, 
even while physically apart. 
Registration is easy! Go to 
www.vasynod.org/power-in-
the-spirit to review the sched-
ule and workshop topics, and 
then follow the links to the 
registration page. 
There is no fee to attend, but 
we do suggest a donation to 
the Virginia Synod’s Power in 
the Spirit fund. One hundred 
percent of donations will go 
to support our neighbors in 
the Islands District of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of Papua New Guinea. Please 
give as the Spirit leads you! 
Registration is open now! I 
hope to see you for Power in 
the Spirit Online: July 11-15, 
2021! 
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FINANCE 

FINANCE	CORNER	
Past 3 Months 2021 Income and Expenses (Gen. Operating Budget) 

 OFFERING EXPENDITURES 
March 2021 $   30,706 $   30,988 
April 2021 $   28,644 $   33,866 
May 2021 $   40,248 $   37,969 
YTD $ 156,222 $ 176,390 

 
AVERAGE MONTHLY OFFERING NEEDED:  $ 38,000 
Thank you to everyone who 
contributed to make this 
very heavy expense month 
end in the black. May is the 
month our yearly insurance 
premiums come due so this 
was such a nice surprise. 
We are confident that as we 
work toward fully opening, 
the financial situation will 
improve.   
The application for for-
giveness of the PPP Loan 
has been approved by the 
Small Business Administra-
tion (SBA) for $53,357 of the 
$59,100 loan we received – 

it seems the Employer por-
tion of Social Security pay-
ments were not covered by 
this loan. That will leave a 
$5,743 balance to be repaid 
to PNC Bank. They will bill 
us near the middle of July 
and we will make that pay-
ment in one lump sum and it 
will be behind us!  
Comparing the balance in 
the General Operating Fund 
at the end of April 2020 be-
fore we received the PPP 
Loan to the balance at the 
end of May 2021 (including 
the $5,743 
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payment which will be made 
to PNC), our cash total is 
~$11,000 higher. We have 
used the entire loan to make 
salary payments but this al-
lowed the higher balance 
and since there will no 
doubt be a few more pan-
demic “bumps”, we are very 
appreciative to our govern-
ment for their foresight and 
assistance! 
In July and August, the Fi-
nance Committee will begin 
the difficult task of “guess-
ing” what will be contributed 
as well as what will be spent 

in 2022. We start with the 
premise that every line item 
will be unchanged from the 
previous year, but we also 
know that is not realistic. 
The Council Liaisons for 
each of the 4 Teams will be 
asking for your input as 
soon as June 2021 numbers 
have been reported. They 
will try to contact everyone 
but would certainly appreci-
ate it if you would volunteer 
any requests for change in 
the anticipated spending for 
2022 to them without being 
asked!  

 
These are the Liaisons for 2021:  

ADMIN Team: Ken McIlvoy & Tamar Yager 
WORSHIP Team: Jason Ashby & Jerry Hoke 
CARING Team: Rod Kastrup & Krista Coyner 
FAITH Team:  Mark Knisely & Betsy Wilco 

Eagerly Looking Forward!  
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COUNCIL NEWS 
COUNCIL BUSINESS 

This last month, we have been busy discussing plans for the fall 
and how we are adjusting to the relaxation of COVID-19 re-
strictions. More to come on those topics as the ministry teams 
look at how we are structuring worship and Sunday School 
among, other things.  
Tom Bartkiewicz and Bob Springman also came to the council 
meeting to provide an update from the finance committee and a 
discussion on evangelism. 

A WORD FROM OUR COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
This last week for me can really be characterized by some lyrics 
from a song that I can't remember the name of but really struck 
me:  "Friday's Disappointment becomes Sunday's Empty Tomb".   
There is no Testimony without the Test... 
So, my journey started this last week after receiving some news 
that left me unsettled and confused about a change that I was 
less than thrilled about. The event itself created some anxiety 
and fear that would normally cause me to spiral downward, leav-
ing me wide awake wrestling with the anxiety at 3:30 AM. I've no-
ticed that for me the strongest seeds of doubt and fear are sown 
and take root at the darkest hour, but I've also recognized that 
the rising light of the day erases the darkness. This week was 
special since we celebrated Pentecost and the lesson was from 
Acts 2:1-4. 
The Holy Spirit Comes at Pentecost 

1When the day of Pentecost had come, were all together in one 
place. 2And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the 
blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the 
whole house where they were sitting. 3D They saw what 
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seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest 
on each of them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit 
and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled 
them. 

The key message that stuck with me from this week's sermon (It 
may have been the children's sermon...), was the word breath, 
and overall, just the concept of 
the Holy Spirit.  
I decided to pray to the Holy 
Spirit this weekend whereas 
typically I pray to the Father or 
the Son. I'm sure like many of 
you, that is how I traditionally 
prayed. (Maybe it's the Luther-
an upbringing, I'm not sure.)  
While I was riding the bike on 
Sunday morning in the garage 
(now, mind you, this was one of 
those still, warm, muggy morn-
ings), I began to pray to the Ho-
ly Spirit. As my eyes were 
closed, I sensed a movement of air and a rustling of the leaves 
outside, and began to sense my mood elevate. Maybe just a self-
justifying coincidence or maybe a dopamine response…? I don't 
know for sure, but as the week went by, I don't believe that to be 
the case. 
I started a guided meditation on the Pentecost story and, on 
Monday, what stood out was the word Breath (Holy Spirit as a 
wind, as a breath). As the day went on, I focused on using deep 
breaths to remember the Holy Spirit, to relieve the fear and anx-
iety.  
On Tuesday, I was drawn to the pillars of fire and the word Con-
sume. The rest of the day, I was thinking about Fire and being 
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consumed by the Holy Spirit; being consumed by the Holy Spirit 
to have courage and strength to face fears and anxieties.  
On Wednesday, the "Glory" of the Holy Spirit struck me! The 
concept of being elevated, of rising up and recognizing the ability 
of the Spirit to drive that elevation.  
Thursday, the word Filled really hit me. Being Filled by the Holy 
Spirit, being satiated, satisfied and full, making no room for Fear, 
Anxiety, and Insecurities to reside. Being filled with hope, joy, 
and promise. Looking at life with a newfound awe. I started re-
flecting and thinking that I really hadn't felt anxiety or fear since 
Monday. Wow, what a concept!  
On Friday, to wrap up the week, I was called to the word Enable. 
The Holy Spirit provides the tools that we need to handle the sit-
uations we are facing. For me, my enablement came from a shift-
ing of environments. Searching and delving to find a way to get 
me closer with God, changing the music I listen to, taking on an 
additional morning prayer/guided meditation, listening to some 
podcast sermons that my wife recommended. Changing my envi-
ronment helped me shift my mindset and helped lift me up, and 
helped me to catch myself from spiraling. I'm grateful for the 
tools that enabled me to change this week. 
I'm blessed to have an amazing supportive wife (did I mention we 
just celebrated our 19th wedding anniversary this week?!), and 
we've had some great conversations this week about how "Fri-
day's Disappointment becomes Sunday's Empty Tomb" and how 
you can't have any testimony without the Test! I hope that this 
provides encouragement in your life! I pray that you are all 
healthy, happy, hopeful, and full of God's Joy and Peace! 

Troy Stansell 
Troy Stansell 
Council President 
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