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A Season of New Life for God’s People 

  Renaissance
It is time for a change. 
COVID-19 forced many unwelcome 
changes upon people of faith. Gather-
ings have been difficult and rare.  
Although we at OSLC have managed 
to continue the bare bones of our 
ministry – weekly worship, community 
service, even some Bible study --this 
has been a dark age for our church. 
But after the darkness comes light. As 
vaccination rates increase and infec-
tion rates taper off, we are coming to 
life again. 
Our new life, our new birth, will not be 
identical to the old one. Church lead-
ers are working tirelessly to envision 
new and exciting ways to worship 
God, teach the faith, and serve our 
neighbors.  
What about you?  Are you tired of the 
Dark Ages?  Come and live a new life 
with us!   

The	word	“Renaissance”	
is	French	for	REBIRTH.	

Historians	 use	 it	 for	 the	
period	 in	 European	 his-
tory	from	1400-1700.	

After	 the	 decline	 of	 the	
Roman	Empire,	much	of	
the	Greek	and	Latin	her-
itage	was	 lost.	Although	
this	 was	 not	 truly	 the	
“Dark	 Ages”	 of	 myth,	 it	
was	a	hard	 time	 for	 the	
West.	

But	 during	 the	 Renais-
sance,	 Europe	 came	 to	
life	 again.	 New	 ideas	 in	
art,	 politics	 and	 religion	
flourished.	 Columbus	
and	others	revealed	 the	
existence	 of	 a	 New	
World.	

And	 during	 this	 time,	
the	 Lutheran	 Church	
was	born.	
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Some Renaissance Landmarks 
Our Saviour’s “Renaissance” is not going to be a single event, but a 
joyful season, from late August through the end of October. These are 
just a few of the things that will be taking place. 
Weekend of 28-29 August 

• Communion Retreat - Saturday all-day, for Christians in the 5th 
grade and above seeking Eucharistic preparation 

• Communion Blessing during the Sunday 10am service, for 
those who have been prepared for the Eucharist. 

Saturday, 11 September 
• 9/11 Commemoration during worship 
• Confirmation Overnight for students who participated in the 

course during 2019-20 and 2020-21. 

Sunday, 12 September 
• Homecoming Celebration - a party for old friends and new 

ones! 
• Sunday School begins 
• Confirmation of students from 2019-20 and 2020-21 

October 15-16:  
• 30 Hour Famine to support World Vision 

Weekend of 30-31 October 
• Reformation Day celebrations 
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WORSHIP 
CHRISTMAS IN AUGUST 
August 14 at 5:30 
Christmas is too much fun for just 
twelve days in the middle of winter, so 
OSLC is going to celebrate it again – in 
the middle of summer! 
At our August 15 Sunday service, we 
will observe the Feast of Mary, Mother 
of Our Lord.  This is a beautiful and special service that only falls 
on Sunday every seven years. 
But the night before, on August 14, we will gather to remember 
WHY Mary is so special – because she gave birth to Jesus.  We 
will sing hymns and carols, and hear the Christmas story.  All 
without waiting for snow! 
 

 
Voices of Praise is still hoping to add your voice to our song over 
what remains of the summer. If you would like to join us for a 
service – or even just one song during a service, please contact 
Rhoda Thompson through the church office (540-347-3224 or of-
fice@oslc-warrenton.org). 
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NEW WEEKEND SCHEDULE 
Beginning September 11 
After a year of disruption and confusion, we are excited to announce 
that Our Saviour will soon return to three scheduled, in-person services 
each weekend. However, this is not simply going back to our pre-
pandemic way of doing things!  We are taking this opportunity to shake 
things up a little bit. 
Beginning on September 11, this will be our weekend schedule: 

Saturday  
• 5:30pm   Contemporary Service led by Voices of Praise 

Sunday 
• 8:00 am  “Simple” Service   
• 8:45am Fellowship begins 
• 9:00am Sunday School for All Ages (including Adults)  
• 10:00am Choir Warm-Up 
• 10:30am “rich” Service led by Organ and Choir 

The key innovations will be: 
- The “Simple Service” will be about 45 minutes long, to allow early-
morning worshipers time for meditation and prayer before rushing 
about their day’s tasks. 
- Extended time for Sunday School will permit regular Christian Educa-
tion for adults, including members of the Choir. 

How Did We Make This Decision? 
Over the past two months, the Worship Working Group has met fre-
quently to envision the shape of weekly worship at Our Saviour. They 
have focused on the style, schedule and staffing of OSLC’s worship 
services.  
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Their ideas have been shaped by “Town Hall” meetings with wor-
shipers at both services, as well as discussions with the church’s mu-
sic leaders and conversations with members. They have been in con-
versation with the Faith and Fellowship working groups.  
The Congregation Council approved these proposals on 21 July. 
Summary of Results. 
The Working Group found widespread agreement that God’s mission 
at OSLC is best served by maintaining two styles of worship: both a 
Saturday casual/contemporary service, and at least one traditional ser-
vice on Sunday. 
But, regarding the Sunday schedule, they also heard two incompatible 
desires: (a) a single service, both to build a strong sense of community 
and reflect our volunteer base, and (b) a service schedule convenient 
both for people who need to worship early and people who need to 
worship late, which effectively requires two Sunday services. 
The Working Group considered other possible service times and days. 
There are arguments for each, but on reflection, they believe that OSLC 
is best served by its familiar schedule. 
Finally, they recognized that limits on OSLC’s human resources, both 
volunteer and paid, make it difficult to staff both Sunday services 
equally.  The whole country, including churches and not excepting 
OSLC, is coming through a deeply challenging time in history. We hope 
to grow beyond where we are now – with your help and support. 
Of course, there will be people – you may be one of them – who don’t 
see exactly what they wanted here.  But the Worship Working Group 
has attempted to listen thoughtfully, and make the best possible deci-
sions for the whole congregation as we seek to glorify God. 
This is a new day for Our Saviour. Let’s fill it with praise! 
Please offer a word of thanks to the Worship Working Group:  

Pastor Michael Church 
Pastor Terri Church 

Tom Jordan [Council VP] 
Jerry Hoke [Council Rep] 

Jason Ashby [Council Rep] 

Amber Steigelman 
Kat Tucker 

David Tucker 
Sheryl Vollrath



SPIRITUALITY 
A BREATH OF FRESH AIR… 
By Tina Korte, Thrive Leader 

Drops from the storm last 
night were left on the patio 
bench slats. That’s what I 
see first.   
Then comes the strong and 
sweet sounds from a hidden 
aviary in the woods. These 
birds are inviting me to par-
ticipate in the joyous cele-
bration of this freshly 
washed morning.  
And as if this isn’t 
enough…the morning mist 
begins to slowly move 
across the yard. The fresh 
air is moving towards me. I 
glance over at my friend, the 
old oak tree. It is a perfect 
moment as I see the sun’s 
first rays slowly climbing his 
trunk.  

Alas, most mornings I miss 
God’s presentation of gifts. 
How about you? 
I wonder what else I am 
missing daily of the great 
and glorious goodness of 
God?  
“Every good and perfect gift 
is from above, coming down 
from the Father of the heav-
enly lights who does not 
change like shifting shad-
ows.” James 1:17 the Mes-
sage   

Prayer:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
Christ, you are the sun ray in 

our lives. The greatest gift 
ever given.                                                                                                                           

Continue to guide our hearts 
in your direction every 

morning. Amen. 
 

FAITH STORIES:  Stories of people and their experi-
ence of God will return in a month less jam-packed 

with news.  If you have a story to share, contact Yvette 
Pfeiffer at office@osl-warrenton.org. 



LEARNING 
 “PREPARE YE THE WAY!” 
Faith Team Ministry August Update 
We may think of “Prepare the way” as a song from Advent, the 
story of John the Baptist preparing the way for Jesus, which it is. 
(It is based on a song from Isaiah, but that’s a longer story for an-
other day.) However, I’m using it now to say how our church is 
preparing for the youth, children, young adults, and, well, every-
one, to reconnect through the ministries of Our Saviour.  
After all, we DO see Jesus in each and every child, youth, and 
adults—young, old, and in between, so let’s roll out the red carpet! 

GO DEEPER WITH JESUS 
Consider Teaching Sunday School 
Would you like to help deepen your own faith in Jesus while 
supporting our Sunday School or other education programs? 
There is a wide range of opportunities and time commitment levels 
to fit both your needs and our ministries, working with young, old, 
and everything in between.  
We are seeking leaders who are older youth, young adult, parents, 
seniors, single adults and more.  
Whether you are called to teach or tech support, financial support 
or mentors, or something you never could imagine, there is a place 
for you! Let Kat Tucker, our 2021-22 All-Ages Sunday School 
superintendent, know you are interested, and she’ll help guide 
you to the best way to make a difference! 
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CATCHING UP AFTER COVID-19.  

The global pandemic kept several of our youth from marking im-
portant rites of faith passage. Therefore, we will hold… 
• A Communion Class Re-

treat on August 28 for the 
youth who would have been 
blessed in the Spring of 
2020 or 2021.  They will be 
blessed during worship on 
Sunday, August 29, and 
those who weren’t already 
receiving will have their first 
Communion that day. (See 
the separate article from 
Yvonne Rodgers for details.)  
The livestream of the worship service will resume that week-
end. 

• A Confirmation Overnight on September 11-12 for the 
youth who were in Confirmation Classes during the 2019-20 
& 2020-21 school years to wrap up the learning and fun they 
had together.  

• Then, on Sunday, September 12, we will Confirm those 
who would have been confirmed in Spring of 2020 or 2021, 
as part of our Homecoming celebrations, with the service of 
Affirmation of Baptism. 
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 BACK TO CHURCH PROGRAMS.  
Besides catching up on things we missed, we are starting off an-
other new program year with some familiar activities.  
• High School and Middle School Youth will each have their 

own welcome-back parties. Ideas include a giant slip n 
slide, pool parties, and, well, almost anything in air condi-
tioning! 

• Education for Adults, too! The Tuesday Morning Ladies 
Bible Study will start meeting towards the end of August, 
and the Thursday Morning Adult Bible Study will start af-
ter Labor Day. Online, In-Person, and Hybrid classes will be 
available. 

• Homecoming Celebration on Sunday, September 12. 
Everyone is welcome back to in-person worship and our 
All-Ages Sunday School. Besides a chance to meet teach-
ers and guides, there will be fun activities and plenty of 
food. 

• Please Register! Look for an email blast asking for every-
one to register for the upcoming classes and programs. It 
will help us prep class rooms, order supplies, build contact 
lists, prepare for food needs, and ensure we have the staff 
we need.  

Keep watching the 
Friday e-news for 
more details to come 
soon, but for now, 
mark the dates on 
your calendars, invite 
your friends and 
family, and plan to 
join in the fun!  
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DAVE’S THURSDAY MORNING CLASS 
“Twelve Ordinary Men”  

Join Dave Raecke 
and others on 
Thursday mornings 
at 10:00 am starting 
September 9 for a 
study on the book, 
“Twelve Ordinary 
Men” (guess who 
they are).  
The current plan is 
to have the class 

meet in the Daughters of God room, assuming all participants will 
have been vaccinated and Council okays the plan. If you are in-
terested in being a part of the discussion, please contact Dave 
Raecke through your church directory or by getting his contact 
information from the church office.  
Books for the class are available in the church office for pick up. 
Please sign up on the list so we know who is coming. Dave is 
looking forward to having as many of you as possible join him 
and the others in learning about Our Lord and growing in Faith! 

PASTOR MICHAEL’S BIBLE CLASS  
A Sneak Peak at the Weekly Readings  
Wouldn’t it be great if we knew which lessons we would hear in 
advance, so that we could understand them more deeply? If only 
there were some way to get a sneak peek! 
Good news: there is!  
Join us by Zoom each Thursday at 5pm for a guided tour of the 
coming weekend’s lessons. A link will be posted on Facebook 
earlier in the day, and on the OSLC website. 
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SERVICE 
SOCIAL MINISTRY ACTIVITIES 
June - July 2021 

Ministry at Church 
• Bags of Food given out:  10 (June) 
• Bags of Cleaning & Personal Items: 8 (June) 
• Gas Gift Cards: 11 (June) 

 
Food Distribution:  

• 85 households  
• 138 individuals 

o 119 adults 
o   19 children 

•   18 boxes were delivered to local motels 
Food boxes were delivered in a “drive-by line” due to “no contact” op-
eration.  

People Helping People:  
• $ 8,626 for rent, mortgage, motels, and utilities  
• $ 1,330 total income for the month  

     Assisted:  
• 20 families 
• 21 children  
• OSLC volunteer hours — 42 (June)  

Follow-up on July Activity:  
Food Distribution Coalition handed out 15 bags from OSLC and about 
15 more from Grace Episcopal (The Plains) for the Summer Food Pro-
gram for children. Beginning in July, we distributed food from inside 
the Fellowship Hall of Warrenton United Methodist Church rather than 
a drive-by line. 
 
Food Distribution Coalition and the recipients of the food and 
summer food bags offer their thanks for the generous support 
OSLC has given to this vital effort. You are truly helping those in 
need. 
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AUGUST SOCIAL MINISTRY ACTIVITY  
Collection of items for Lutheran World Relief personal care kits will 
start at the end of August and continue through September. 
 
Other activities will be scheduled on a case-by-case basis, based on 
the COVID-19 situation. Check for notifications in the weekly news bul-
letin insert and e-blast, and on Our Saviour’s website.  
 

CHANGE A CHILD’S LIFE 
Help with the Children’s Sermons! 
We are seeking volunteers to help lead the "children's sermon” 
each Sunday during the service. You would be supported by 
Yvonne Rodgers with a lesson/short story and or activity each 
week. Supplies 
would be provided. 
The time limit would 
be no more than 3-
4 minutes.  
Did this grab your 
attention? We 
would love to col-
lect a list of names from the congregation that would be interest-
ed in sharing the good news during the Sunday "children's ser-
mon." We encourage all (6th grade to adult) to sign up. Any ques-
tions? Please email and or call Yvonne using your church direc-
tory or by getting her contact information from the church office. 
You are invited to fill out the Google form that can be found at 
the following link:  https://forms.gle/TEPbAtfkZqh2UkLe7.  
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YOUTH  
COMMUNION RETREAT AUGUST 28 
6th & 7th Graders 
Our Saviour will be hosting a one day “Holy Communion Retreat” 
on Saturday, August 28th from 11:00am – 4:00pm. This retreat is 
for rising 6th grade and rising 7th grade students for the upcoming 
2021-2022 school year.  
Our retreat is designed to assist our students that were not able 
to complete or begin their Holy Communion instruction due to 
the cancelation of the classes because of COVID-19. Upon com-
pleting the Holy Communion Retreat, students will take part in 
receiving the Sacrament of Holy Communion during the Sunday 
service on August 29th.     
If you will be attending 
our Holy Communion 
Retreat, please fill out 
the Google form linked 
below to reserve your 
child’s slot. All ques-
tions about the retreat 
should be directed to 
Yvonne Rodgers. Feel 
free to email and or call her using your church directory or by 
getting her contact information from the church office. 
To reserve your spot, please use the following link:  
https://forms.gle/h8iz3Sahy1PFgBkY9.  
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CONNECTIONS 
SATURDAY POTLUCK IS BACK! 
Join us Saturday, August 21 for a "Chillin' in August Potluck". 
Bring your favorite cold food to share. Maybe it is a cool cucumber 
soup or cheese and cracker plate. How about a sub sandwich (not 
toasted) or a green salad. We'll have ice cream novelties for des-
sert.  
Please join us in the fellowship hall where the air-conditioner will 
keep us cool after the Saturday Service at about 6:15 pm. A sign-
up will be sent out so we can get a sense of what people are bring-
ing and how many are coming.  
Don't worry if you can't bring anything – still join us as there is 
usually plenty for all! We’ll also have a basket out for donations for 
those that can give. Contact Tamar Yager at tamar.yager@oslc-
warrenton.org.  

SEND US YOUR PICTURES 
Time is Running Out! 
As we gather face-to-face again, it 
may take a moment to recognize 
each other.  To make it easy, OSLC 
is putting together a photo directory 
of our members and friends. 
But we need photos – including 
yours. Send us a picture of your 
household – email a JPEG, drop off a physical picture, or come by 
church and let us snap one for you. 
But here’s the catch:  we need this now, so we can have it ready 
for the Renaissance. 
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ALL HANDS ON DECK!!  
Over the past 18 months, we have not been able to give our 
property all the love and attention it needs. As we return and re-
new in the fall, we would like to address as many of these needs 
as possible. To do this, we will need everyone's help! 
There will be opportunities for weeding, straightening areas 
where clutter has accumulated, power washing, and staining, 
among many others. In the coming weeks, please look in the bul-
letin insert, weekly e-blast, monthly newsletter, and on the 
church website for information about ways you can help. Please 
prayerfully consider providing as much assistance as possible. 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY 
Faith Community Ice Cream Social 
Fauquier Habitat for Humani-
ty's Faith Relations Commit-
tee invites you to their Faith 
Community Ice Cream Social 
on Friday, August 13 at 5 
p.m. at Eva Walker Park in 
Warrenton. This will be a time for church leaders and members of 
different churches to come together to mingle and learn about 
Habitat’s upcoming work.  
They welcome pastors and staff, as well as any representatives 
of the congregation who are interested in attending. So that they 
may order an appropriate amount of ice cream, please RSVP by 
contacting Fauquier Habitat directly at (540) 341-4952. 
If you have any questions about the Faith Community Ice Cream 
Social or would like to chat more about their upcoming work, 
please email Taylor Rivera-Stone, Associate Director of Engage-
ment & Development, at TRivera-Stone@fauquierhabitat.org or 
call her at 540-341-4952, ext. 103. We hope to see you on Au-
gust 13!  
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ALTAR FLOWERS 
When Jesus reminds us that beauty 
is a gift of God, he points to flowers 
as an example:  

Consider the lilies of the field, how they 
grow; they toil not, neither do they spin. 
And yet I say unto you, that even Solo-
mon in all his glory was not arrayed like 
one of these. (St. Matthew 6:288-29) 

Church buildings, where God is 
honored, are meant to be beautiful 
places. The rooms where worship is 
held, and especially the chancel, or 
space around the altar, where Christ has promised to be present 
among us, is meant to be the most beautiful place of all. 
And flowers are a part of that. 
The gift of fresh flowers is a traditional way for members to give 
God thanks and praise by beautifying the worship of his house. 
Chancel flowers are often given in thanksgiving for a particular 
blessing, such as a wedding, an anniversary; or in honor of a 
living person, or in memory of a memory of some one who has 
died. They may also be given to the glory of God, as a gift of love 
for your fellow Christians.. 
If you would like to donate flowers, please sign up on the chart in 
the church office hallway or call the church office at (540) 347-
3224 with your information. 
It’s a gift of beauty. 
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FINANCE 

FINANCE	CORNER	
Second Quarter 2021 Income and Expenses (Gen. Operating Budget) 

 OFFERING EXPENDITURES 
April 2021 $   28,644 $   33,866 
May 2021 $   40,248 $   37,969 
June 2021 $   25,815 $   32,912 
YTD $ 182,037 $ 209,301 

 
AVERAGE MONTHLY OFFERING NEEDED:  $ 38,000 
Just the figures this month as my report is late due to vaca-
tioning.  The report wasn’t done in time for July Council 
Meeting so you know more than the Council members! 
I wanted to remind the Chairmen of all our committees to be 
thinking about your needs for the next calendar year.  More 
to come on this. 
 

  Money is not the only commodity that is 
fun to give. We can give time, we can give 
our expertise, we can give our love or 
simply give a smile. What does that cost?  
 
The point is, none of us can ever run out 
of something worthwhile to give. 
― Steve Goodier, writer, hiker and minister 
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COUNCIL NEWS 
COUNCIL BUSINESS 

The Council is moving forward with a strategic planning process 
to help kick start Thrive 2.0. We are hoping to have the Strategic 
Plan finalized early this fall and hopefully ready to present to the 
congregation in October ahead of the November Congregation 
Meeting. 

A WORD FROM OUR COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
I sincerely hope all is well with you, I've been thinking a lot lately 
on mental health and wanted to share some thoughts about the 
power of prayer and express my absolute belief that God will an-
swer our heartfelt, earnest, truthful prayers.  
I often pray for God's light to melt away the darkness, for me it's 
those 3:00 a.m. demons of anxiety and fear that try to sprout up 
when I'm at my weakest.  
Over the last few weeks God has been answering my prayers de-
spite my naivety and lack of awareness that he has been answer-
ing me. You see, it finally dawned on me that while I've been 
waking up at 3:00 a.m., I've started humming songs/earworms of 
Christian music and then I roll over and peacefully go back to 
sleep. I realized finally this morning that The Holy Spirit had been 
coming like a suit of armor at night to fight off those dark mo-
ments.... There is no doubt in my mind that he is listening to us 
and answering us. 

Troy Stansell 
Troy Stansell, Council President 




