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COME HOME! OUR DOORS ARE 

2

OPEN 
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A Time to Come Home! 

  Renaissance
It is time to come home. 
We have been apart too long. It is 
time for God’s People to gather in 
community, to worship, learn and 
serve. 
That doesn’t mean the pandemic is 
over, or that we should throw caution 
to the winds. We still need to protect 
our children, and those adults whose 
immune response may not be strong. 
But anybody over the age of 12 who 
wants a vaccine has had the oppor-
tunity to receive one. As a community, 
we are as well-defended as we can 
be.  
So now, carefully but joyfully, we and 
many other Christian communities are 
gathering to do God’s work. 
At Our Saviour, we are looking for-
ward to this season as a time of re-
newal and rebirth – what we are a 
calling our “Renaissance.” 
  

What	is	a	renaissance?	

The	 word	 is	 usually	 as-
sociated	 the	 revival	 of	
classical	 learning	 and	
the	 birth	 of	 scientific	
method.		

But	there	are	many	oth-
er	periods	or	human	ex-
periences	that	feel	like	a	
“rebirth,”	and	can	 justly	
be	called	a	renaissance.	

Jesus	 said	 that	 a	 sinner	
who	 returns	 to	God	has	
been	“born	again.”	

Luther’s	reforms	were	a	
new	birth	 for	the	whole	
Church.	

Anne	 Sullivan,	 Helen	
Keller’s	 famous	 teacher,	
once	said:	

“Every	renaissance	
comes	to	the	world	with	
a	cry,	the	cry	of	the	hu-
man	spirit	to	be	free.”		
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Celebrate Our Renaissance 
Our Saviour’s “Renaissance” is not a single event, but a joyful season, 
from late August through the end of October. These are just a few of 
the things that will be taking place. 

 Saturday, 11 September 
• 9/11 Commemoration during 5:30pm worship 

 Sunday, 12 September 
• Homecoming Celebration - a party for old 

friends and new ones!  (More information on 
page 13) 

• 8am Service Returns! 
• 9am Sunday School begins – for children and 

adults 
• 10:30am Service Returns! Will include the Con-

firmation of students from 2019-20 and 2020-21 

 Saturday, 25 / Sunday 26 September 
• Blessing of the Quilts (all three services) 
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WORSHIP 
NEW WEEKEND SCHEDULE 
Beginning September 11 

After a year of disruption and confusion, we 
are excited to announce that Our Saviour 
will soon return to three scheduled, in-
person services each weekend. However, 
this is not simply going back to our pre-
pandemic way of doing things!  We are tak-
ing this opportunity to shake things up a 
little bit. 
Beginning on September 11, this will be our 
weekend schedule: 

 

Saturday  

• 5:30pm   Contemporary Service led by Voices of Praise 
Sunday 
• 8:00 am  “Simple” Service   
• 8:45am Fellowship begins 
• 9:00am Sunday School for All Ages (including Adults)  
• 10:00am Choir Warm-Up 
• 10:30am “Rich” Service led by Organ and Choir 

ABOUT COVID:  
Our Continuity of Ministry Committee continues to meet and evaluate 

changing conditions. Masks remain optional at this time. A small 
“masked only” area is reserved in the nave. Please honor each other’s 

decisions. We do ask all adults to remember that children under 12 
cannot be vaccinated and to respect their vulnerability. 
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LEARNING 
ENCOURAGING WORDS 
Come HOME to a Sunday School Class! 

"For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so 
that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might 
have hope. May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live 
in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus.”  

(Romans 15:4-5) 

When St. Paul wanted to lift up his followers, he sent them back to 
the Bible, and it is good advice for us today as well! Kat Tucker 
and her crew of volunteers are busy preparing a wide range of 
classes and learning moments for all ages, filled with the en-
couraging Word of God.  
Classes will be grouped by ages. We pray that God will help us 
grow to break these down a bit more, and the rest of the Faith 
Team has education opportunities for different groupings in the 
works. (Look for other news about Communion, Confirmation, 
youth groups, programs for college/emerging adults, Tuesday and 
Thursday morning adult classes, Pastor’s Class, parent groups, 
and more!)  
For now, starting on Homecoming Sunday, September 12th, here’s 
the breakdown: 

• Preschool-1st Grade 
• 2nd-5th Grade 
• 6th-8th Grade 
• 9th-12th Grade 
• College-Senior Adults 

Some special features of this Sunday School Year: 
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• “Singing with Ms. Sally!” Extended Music for elementary 
children  

• Adult Classes will be in a hybrid format: online, in person 
and by Zoom. 

• Safety for All: Working with the Administration Team and 
Congregation Council, we will follow the new OSLC Child 
Protection Policy. 

• Food! Working with the Sunday Social teams, we will have 
snacks, including gluten free, vegan, and nut-free options. 

Look for an email with more details, including the weekly and 
monthly schedule plans. 
Can you help? Let Kat Tucker or one of the pastors know as soon 
as possible! 
Grab your coffee and a snack at 8:45 am, and then find a class for 
your age group or interest at 9:00 am, starting September 12th!  

	

CONFIRMATION EDUCATION 
For 7th & 8th Graders 

This year’s Confirmation Class will begin with a meeting of par-
ents and students Wednesday, 8 Sept at 6pm. The first class will 
be held on Wednesday, 15 September, from 6-7:30pm. Classes 
will meet most Wednesdays at this time during the school year. 
Confirmation Education at OSLC is a two-year course, centered 
on study of the Bible and the Catechism. Its purpose is to pre-
pare young people for full adult participation in the life of the 
church. 
This year, classes will be taught by Pastor Michael with the help 
of Mrs. Shannon Scott. 
To enroll your student, or for more information, contact Pastor 
Michael at (540) 359-2826 or prchurch@gmail.com. 



 7 

CARE OF CREATION 
Adult Sunday School Returns! 
Join us during Sunday School time as 
we look at how we are called to care 
for creation. What does the bible say? 
What is the ELCA’s position? What 
steps can we take as God’s stewards 
to care for His creation.  

Adult Sunday School begins Sunday 
September 12 at 9 a.m. You can join 
in person in the Daughters of God 
room (rm 6) or on-line via Zoom.  
If you have any questions, contact 
Tom Bartkiewicz using your church directory or reach out to the church 
office for his contact information. 
TWELVE ORDINARY MEN 
Dave’s Thursday Morning Class 
“Twelve Ordinary Men: How the Master Shaped His Disciples for Great-
ness and What He Wants to Do with You”  
Join Dave Raecke and others on Thursday mornings at 10:00 am starting 
September 9 for a study on the book, “Twelve Ordinary Men” (guess who 
they are).  
The current plan is to have the class meet in the Daughters of God room 
at the far end of the Fellowship Hall, assuming all participants will have 
been vaccinated. (A remote option may be a possibility for those who are 
unable to or feel uncomfortable with in-person participation. Please 
check with Dave on this.)  
If you are interested in being a part of the discussion, please contact 
Dave Raecke through your church directory or by getting his contact in-
formation from the church office. Books for the class are available for 
pick up in the church office. Please sign up on the list so we know who is 
coming. Dave is looking forward to having as many of you as possible 
join him and the others in learning about Our Lord and growing in Faith! 
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TOMORROW’S NEWS – TODAY! 
A Sneak Peak at the Weekly Readings  
Wouldn’t it be great if we knew which lessons 
we would hear in advance, so that we could 
understand them more deeply? If only there 
were some way to get a sneak peek! 
Good news: there is!  
After an August break, classes resume Sep-
tember 2. Join us by Zoom each Thursday at 
5pm for a guided tour of the coming week-
end’s lessons. A link will be posted on Face-
book earlier in the day, and on the OSLC 
website. 

GO DEEPER WITH JESUS 
Consider Teaching Sunday School 
Would you like to help deepen your own faith in Jesus while 
supporting our Sunday School or other education programs? 
There is a wide range of opportunities and time commitment levels 
to fit both your needs and our ministries, working with young, old, 
and everything in between.  
We are seeking leaders who are older youth, young adult, parents, 
seniors, single adults and more.  
Whether you are called to teach or tech support, financial support 
or mentors, or something you never could imagine, there is a place 
for you! Let Kat Tucker, our 2021-22 All-Ages Sunday School 
superintendent, know you are interested, and she’ll help guide 
you to the best way to make a difference! 
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SERVICE 
QUILT MINISTRY 
Blessing of the Quilts: September 25 & 26 

Another Successful Year of Quilting 
September marks the last month of our 2021 Quilting year and 
although a shortened year due to the pandemic, it has been an-
other successful year! At the conclusion of our work sessions on 
Saturday, September 11th (9am-noon) and Tuesday, September 
14th (12:30-3pm), we joyfully anticipate the completion of almost 
200 new Quilts for Lutheran World Relief!  
The culminating event, the Blessing of the Quilts, will be during 
worship services on September 25th and 26th, at which time the 
Quilts will be on display for the congregation to behold!  
Celebration Fundraiser throughout September 
Once again, we will hold our fundraiser drawings for two beautiful 
Quilts. The selected Quilts will be on display and tickets available 
in the Narthex before/after all worship services in September. 
The drawings will be held the afternoon of September 26th after 
service. Thank you for supporting our Mission!   
Questions? Contact Phyllis Herrington or Andrea Mutterer using 
your church directory or reach out to the church office for their 
contact information.    
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SOCIAL MINISTRY ACTIVITIES 
July	―	August	2021	
On-Site Ministry 

• Bags of Food:  3 (July) 
• Bags of Cleaning & Personal Items: 4 (July) 
• Gas Gift Cards:  7 (July) 

 
Food Distribution:  

•   85 households  
• 147 individuals 

o 112 adults 
o   35 children 

• 8 boxes were delivered to local motels 
For several months now, food boxes were delivered in a “drive-by 
line” due to a “no contact” operation. However, we have resumed 
distributing food from inside the Felloswhip Hall of WUMC. (July) 
 
People Helping People:  

• $  19,516 for rent, mortgage, motels, and utilities ($15,587 
for rent alone) 

• $  3,175 total income for the month  
• Assisted:  

o 40 families 
o 22 children  

• OSLC volunteer hours — 45 (July)  
 
September Activity:  

Collection of items for Lutheran World Relief personal care kits 
started at the end of August and will continue through Septem-
ber. 
Other activities will be scheduled on a case-by-case basis, 
based on the COVID-19 situation. Check for notifications in the 
weekly news bulletin insert and Friday news eblast, and on Our 
Saviour’s website.  
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PERSONAL CARE KITS 
For Lutheran World Relief 

When natural disasters or political conflicts strike, families have 
little chance to gather belongings before fleeing the danger. 
They arrive in a refugee camp scared, vulnerable, and dirty 
from travel. The fresh scent of soap and softness of a towel are 
reminders of someone’s concern for them.  
We will collect items for the kits during September. Please 
bring your items to the church by September 26 to be assem-
bled into kits.  To make up a full kit, please provide all of the 
listed items, and only those listed—no additions or substitu-
tions.   
If you wish, you can donate funds for shipping and completing 
the kits. It costs about $2.65 per kit to add toothpaste to each 
kit and to ship it overseas. 

 
LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF PERSONAL CARE KITS 

INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING IN EACH PERSONAL CARE KIT: 
§ ONE light-or medium-weight bath-size towel (between 

20” x 40” and 52” x 27”), dark color recommended  
§ TWO or three bath-size bars of soap (8 to 9 oz. size) 

any brand, in original wrapping  
§ ONE adult-size toothbrush in its original packaging*  
§ ONE sturdy comb, remove packaging  
§ ONE metal nail clippers (attached file optional), remove 

packaging  
* Toothbrush multi-packs may be used by sealing an individ-
ual toothbrush in a business-size envelope; no plastic bags or 
wrap 
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YOUTH  
All Youth are invited to Homecoming celebrations with the 
start of Sunday School and our Homecoming picnic on 
Sunday, September 12th! Come see what God has in store 
for us! 

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH 
Sunday, August 29, at 5pm. Slip n Slide Back into the 
School Year at the Tuckers’ home. Bring a snack to share, 
a towel, and some friends. RSVP to Kat Tucker or Pastor 
Terri. 
Sunday, September 26, at noon. Hike the Blue Ridge 
trails at Sky Meadow State Park. Meet at church for lunch 
on us, then load up for the trail. Bring hiking snacks, sun-
screen, and lots of water. Chaperones/drivers appreciated. 
RSVP to Renee Breeding or Pastor Terri. (If weather doesn’t 
allow a hike, we’ll hang out at church for some gaga ball or 
other fun after lunch.) 

MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH 
Reconnect with each other over the big ceremonies: Com-
munion and Confirmation as well as a weekly Sunday 
School time just for you! 
August 28/29: Communion retreat Saturday; Blessing at 
10am Sunday with reception after church. The classes are 
for 6th & 7th graders, but the worship and reception are for 
all. Come show your support! 
September 10, 12: Confirmation retreat, Affirmation of 
Blessing worship and picnic after church. (See articles 
elsewhere in the Messenger)  
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CONNECTIONS 
2021 HOMECOMING PICNIC 
And Confirmation Celebration 

You’re invited to the OSLC Homecoming Picnic and Con-
firmation Celebration on September 12th. This is an event to 
bring the whole church together to celebrate our new con-
firmands, catch up with old friends, meet new members, en-
joy some great food, and play a few games (or have fun 
watching others play). Feel free to invite friends and family. 
Bring a blanket or lawn chairs. More details to come. 
Food:  We’ll be serving up fried chicken, macaroni & 
cheese, green beans, and more. If you prefer to bring your 
own picnic, you are welcome to bring food for your family 
group, but due to COVID guidelines we cannot plan a pot-
luck event just yet. 
Games:  Cornhole, horseshoes, badminton and more. Feel 
free to bring a game to share! 
RSVP:  To RSVP, go to the event page on the website 
(https://oslc-warrenton.org/events/2021-homecoming-
picnic/) and click the green “Register” button at the top of 
the page, so we know how many people to expect, how 
many meals are needed or if you are bringing your own. We 
will gratefully accept donations to offset the cost of food 
which will be about $7.00 per person. If you would like to 
sponsor someone else’s meal, that is welcome also. 
Volunteer: To help with planning, or if you have a canopy 
you can lend, please contact fellowship@oslc-warrenton.org. 
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READY TO CONNECT FORMALLY?  
Come HOME to membership! 

Many of you have started worship-
ping or serving through Our Sav-
iour's ministries over the past few 
years but have not yet been able to 
participate in a New Members' 
Orientation and Presentation.  
Although the classes are not re-
quired, getting to know oth-
er "new" people is nice, as is 
learning about a few ways you can 
connect more deeply with minis-
tries and small groups.  
As part of our Renaissance and Homecoming celebrations, the 
Evangelism Committee and pastors are drafting plans for a series 
of classes and new member presentations with the Affirmation of 
Baptism liturgy in services. Anyone who is interested in the class 
and/or joining the church as a voting member should send an 
email to the church’s office administrator, Yvette Pfeiffer, at of-
fice@oslc-warrenton.org.  

	
  Why Join a Church? 

Church membership is our opportunity to grasp hold of  
each other in responsibil ity  and love. By identifying our-
selves with a particular church, we let the pastors and other 
members of that local church know that we intend to be com-
mitted in attendance, giving, prayer, and service. We allow fel-
low believers to have great expectations of us in these areas, 
and we make it known that we are the responsibility of this lo-
cal church. We assure the church of our commitment to Christ 
in serving with them, and we call for their commitment to serve 
and encourage as well. (Mark Dever, Nine Marks of a Healthy 
Church) 
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COMMUNITY     

ECHO ICE CREAM SOCIAL 
Saturday, September 25 @ 4:30 pm 
ECHO (Experienced Christians Helping Ourselves and Others) 
invites everyone to an ice cream social before the service on 
Saturday, September 25 for some social time together. 
Come enjoy some outside 
time and fellowship with 
others. Those who are up to 
it can play on the play-
ground. Those who are not 
up to that level of activity 
can just talk.  
If weather permits, there 
may be some outside cro-
quet set up. The ice cream 
will be individual servings 
to meet current food safety 
guidelines.  
Please direct questions or concerns to Marian Rognlien. Her 
contact information is in the church directory or you can get it 
by reaching out to the church office. Hope to see you all 
there! 
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FINANCE 
FINANCE	CORNER	

Past 3 Months 2021 Income and Expenses (Gen. Operating Budget) 

 OFFERING EXPENDITURES 
May 2021 $   40,248 $   37,969 
June 2021 $   25,815 $   32,912 
July 2021 $   28,133 $   30,081 
YTD $   210,170 $ 239,382 

 

AVERAGE MONTHLY OFFERING NEEDED:  $ 38,000 
While it may appear that Finance Committee is solely focused on 
dollars, and while we do feel it is our duty to watch these closely, 
we also know the main goal of any religious organization is service. 
As long as we keep that in mind, we are confident that God will 
provide. The summer numbers reflect what is usual as parishioners 
take a break to recharge before full-fledged responsibilities return 
after Labor Day. 
OSLC did pay off our overage of $5,743 from the PPP Loan given 
us by PNC Bank along with $69 interest, which we were charged for 
the 15 months we had this money in our account. While this did re-
duce our General Operating Fund to ~$32,500, it has still allowed us 
to carry a higher balance (~$23,900) than we had before we re-
ceived the loan in May 2020. 
Looking forward to Labor Day when work will begin on next year’s 
anticipated income and expenses. The responses we have received 
thus far from the Committees are greatly appreciated. If your com-
mittee is still pondering your needs, there is still a couple of weeks 
to let us know. And remember, if you don’t make the decision, you 
have to live with Finance Committee’s decision!?!  But we are all in 
this together with the goal of doing the work of Our Lord.  
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SPIRITUALITY 
A BREATH OF FRESH AIR… 
By Tina Korte 
Prayer as a breath of fresh air?  
What is prayer, if not movement, 
constant and refreshing?  
Prayer comes in all kinds of forms 
and shapes. Individually and cor-
porately. As we walk and talk with 
others and Christ, our hearts and 
circumstances change. Our pray-
er life pushes and pulls our inner 
sense of self.  
We are taught to pray. We learn 
from mom or grandma or Miss 
Anderson, our first grade Sunday 
school teacher. As kids, many of 
us thought if we needed or want-
ed something we just prayed or 
asked the secret Santa or rubbed 
a magic lamp. But a time came, 
confirmation may have something 
to do with this, when we realized 
prayer was something much 
deeper in our heart.  
How has your prayer life devel-
oped? Does it fit into the life of 
need you have been given?                                                                                                                                       
One of the Hebrew traditions of 
prayer comes from a word mean-
ing “self-judgement”. That’s a 

hard word to wrap your mind 
around. Until you embrace it. It is 
meant for you to search yourself 
in prayer. Prayer can help to find 
what you believe.  
Prayer is reaching upward 
searching deeper.                                                                                                                                                                                          
Prayer reaches inward and out-
ward at the same time.                                                                                                                                                    
Prayer gets in touch with emo-
tions and thoughts, outside of the 
ordinary, and lets them out.                                                                                                                                                                            
Prayer is a breath of fresh air. 
Prayer provides a time for re-
freshment for our souls. The 
times when we are down, alone, 
afraid… the Lord will come to us 
to restore our hearts. (Acts 3:19-
21). 
Prayer is meant to cleanse the air 
around us. And, more important-
ly, prayer cleanses our hearts. 

Prayer: 
Oh Lord, walk with me deeply into 

the freshness of your heart. 
Breathe on me. Amen 

. 



COUNCIL NEWS 
COUNCIL BUSINESS 

As far as the council goes, I wanted to take this opportunity to 
publicly thank our guest pastors, The Reverend Kenneth Martin 
and The Reverend James Kniseley, for their coverage while our 
pastors were on vacation!   
We are moving forward with a process for defining a strategic 
plan, facilitated by Amelia Stansell. Thank you to all who are in-
volved!  We are cautiously watching COVID trends as we are un-
der preparation for the Fall Renaissance, and we are starting to 
look forward towards the November Congregational Meeting and 
the activity of setting our 2022 Ministry Spending Plan. 

A WORD FROM OUR COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
I've been thinking a bit lately about Humility, Pride and Ego, and 
their connection with Joy. How do we leverage humility to help 
us find God's Peace, Grace and Mercy leading us to true Joy?  
Recently my wife introduced me to the term Adulting. You know, 
those everyday things that you do as an adult when you really 
just want to be as carefree as a kid. She was giving me a hard 
time about getting a new ladder. I have to say, I'm pretty excited 
about having a new tool that enables me to get things done more 
easily and efficiently. I was also excited this last weekend when I 
tore into the back of the dryer and found a blanket of lint cover-
ing the heat duct and motor, thus finding the source of why our 
laundry was starting to have a bad odor. Big win – everyone was 
happy when we ran a load of laundry and it didn't smell funky!  
Additionally, being willing to laugh at yourself is important to be-
ing at peace and content. Recently, I found myself laying on the 
floor of the garage wishing there was a camera that could have 
captured the image of me falling off my bike when the bolts 
sheared off the seat. I was actually just happy that my new 
phone was on the stool next to the bike – this is my 5th phone this 
year!  
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The best parts of my day are the moments I get to spend with my 
family, even in simple things like watching a movie together and 
splitting a bag of popcorn, or getting dog pile hugs.  
Living in the Moment, being content, and finding Joy in everyday 
moments, maybe that is what true Adulting is. When we live for 
the future, do we ever actually get there? For me, I tend to vacil-
late between past things that didn't go as expected and on the 
uncertain future, both of which really drive anxiety.  
When I find ways to be content, live in the moment, look for sim-
ple joys, and let God take care of my worries, I find some level 
of peace. I've recently recognized some areas of frustration and 
anxiety, and when I realized it was nothing more than Pride and 
Ego, and nothing really substantial, I was able to be content and 
at peace.  
I hope all is well with you and your families! 

Troy Stansell 
Troy Stansell, Council President 

FAITH STORIES:  Stories of people and their experi-
ence of God will return in a month less jam-packed 

with news.  If you have a story to share, contact Yvette 
Pfeiffer at office@osl-warrenton.org. 


