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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

ORGAN PRELUDE       
Let the Spirit prepare your heart for worship.  
INVOCATION  
P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
The presiding minister may comment briefly on the service of the day. 
BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 

The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness. 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of 
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 
your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

KYRIE  Sung by the Choir 
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HYMN OF PRAISE                 Glory to God        Setting 4  
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APOSTOLIC GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P O God, through suffering and rejection you bring forth our salvation, and by 

the glory of the cross you transform our lives. Grant that for the sake of the 
gospel we may turn from the lure of evil, take up our cross, and follow your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen 
 

WORD 
We hear and respond to God’s Word 

FIRST READING          Isaiah 50:4-9a 

A 4The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how 
to sustain the weary with a word. 

 Morning by morning he wakens— wakens my ear to listen as those who are 
taught. 

 5The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn 
backward. 6I gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those 
who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. 
 
7The Lord GOD helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I 
have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 8he 
who vindicates me is near. 

 Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my 
adversaries? Let them confront me. 9aIt is the Lord GOD who helps me; who 
will declare me guilty? 

A The Word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM            Ps 146 
A 1I love the LORD, who has heard my voice, 

  and listened to my supplication, 
for the LORD has given | ear to me 
  whenever I called. 
3The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave came upon me; I 
came to grief and sorrow. 
4Then I called upon the name of the LORD: 
  “O LORD, I pray you, save my life.”  
5Gracious is the LORD and righteous; 
  our God is full of compassion. 
6The LORD watches over the innocent; 
  I was brought low, and God saved me. 
7Turn again to your rest, O my soul. 
  for the LORD has dealt well with you. 
8For you have rescued my life from death, 
  my eyes from tears, and my feet from stumbling; 
9I will walk in the presence of the LORD 
  in the land of the living. 

  
SECOND READING         James 3:1-12  
A 1Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you 

know that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness. 2For all of us 
make many mistakes. Anyone who makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, 
able to keep the whole body in check with a bridle. 3If we put bits into the 
mouths of horses to make them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. 4Or 
look at ships: though they are so large that it takes strong winds to drive 
them, yet they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the 
pilot directs. 5So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great 
exploits. 

 How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! 6And the tongue is a fire. The 
tongue is placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the 
whole body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by 
hell. 7For every species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be 
tamed and has been tamed by the human species, 8but no one can tame the 
tongue—a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 9With it we bless the Lord and 
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Father, and with it we curse those who are made in the likeness of 
God. 10From the same mouth come blessing and cursing.  

 My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so. 11Does a spring pour forth 
from the same opening both fresh and brackish water? 12Can a fig tree, my 
brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt water 
yield fresh. 

A The Word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION        1 Peter 3:18 
P Alleluia. Christ suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the 

unrighteous,  
C in order to bring you to God. Alleluia.  

GOSPEL            Mark 8:27-38 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

27Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on 
the way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?”  
28And they answered him, “John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still 
others, one of the prophets.”  
29He asked them, “But who do you say that I am?”  
Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” 30And he sternly ordered them 
not to tell anyone about him. 
31Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great 
suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, 
and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32He said all this quite openly.  
And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But turning and 
looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! 
For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 
34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to 
become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and 
follow me. 35For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who 
lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For 
what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their 
life? 37Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38Those who are 
ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of 
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them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his 
Father with the holy angels.” 

P The gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY      Lift High the Cross      ELW 660 
All Stanzas 
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CONFIRMATION 
 The Spirit is Poured Our Upon Young Christians 

PRESENTATION 
Confirmands gather at the font. The presiding minister addresses the assembly. 

Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for these people, one 
with us in the body of Christ, who are making public affirmation of their 
baptism. 
 

The presiding minister may note briefly the occasion for this affirmation. 
Confirmands are presented by a representative of the congregation: 

I present: 
Jayce Dittmar 
Drew Kolb 
Faith Wilhelm 
Theodore Church 

Elina Jones 
Ashley Quinones 
Adam Shorey 
Saoirse Tucker

 

who desire to make public affirmation of their baptism. 
The presiding minister may continue with prayer. 

Let us pray. 
Merciful God, we thank you for these young Christians, whom you have 
made your own by water and the Word in baptism. You have called them to 
yourself, enlightened them with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished them 
in the community of faith. Uphold your servants in the gifts and promises of 
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baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth. 
We ask this in the name of Christ. 
Amen. 

 
PROFESSION OF FAITH 
The presiding minister addresses the confirmands. 

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith 
of the church. Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 
I renounce them. 

 
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 
I renounce them. 

 
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
I renounce them. 

 
The presiding minister addresses the candidates and the assembly. 

Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
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AFFIRMATION 
The presiding minister addresses the confirmands. 
You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the 
covenant God made with you in holy baptism: 

to live among God’s faithful people, 
to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, 
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 

Each person responds: 
I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
 
The minister addresses the assembly. 

People of God, do you promise to support these your companions in Christ, 
and pray for them in their life in Christ? 
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 

The confirmands may kneel. The presiding minister prays for God’s blessing. 
Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy 
Spirit you give us new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. 

The minister may lay both hands on the head of each confirmand in turn and say: 
Father in heaven, for Jesus’ sake, stir up in  name  the gift of your Holy 
Spirit; confirm her/his faith, guide her/his life, empower her/him in her/his 
serving, give her/him patience in suffering, and bring her/him to everlasting 
life. 
Amen. 

Those making public affirmation stand and face the assembly. A representative of the 
congregation addresses the assembly. 

Let us rejoice with these sisters and brothers in Christ. 
We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. 
Together we will give thanks and praise to God 
and proclaim the good news to all the world. 

 
The assembly responds in song. 
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HYMN OF JOY:     Halle, Halle, Hallelujah       ELW 172 

  

Our Saviour and its pastors offer special thanks to  
MRS. LYNETTE QUINONES,  

who served as the Teaching Assistant for two consecutive 
years, accompanying these young people through an 

especially tumultuous and challenging time in their lives and, 
not incidentally, in American history. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Made heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in 
need. 

A brief silence. 
We pray for the church.  Bless Elizabeth and Robert our bishops, Terri and 
Michael our pastors, the confirmation classes of 2020 and 2021, and all those 
whose lives proclaim your love, peace and righteousness. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
We pray for this nation. Bless Joseph our president, Ralph our governor, and 
all those who serve in positions of authority. Grant them a passion for the 
oppressed and a desire for righteousness. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
We pray for those harmed by fire, flood drought and other natural disaster. Be 
present in California to help those fighting the Dixie Fire and the Caldor Fire, 
in New York City and New Orleans, and especially with our ministry partners 
in Hurley, Virginia, who are so easily overlooked. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
We pray for the poor and the persecuted. Bring sustenance to those in need, 
courage to those in danger, and safety for those who travel. Bless immigrants 
and refugees, especially those coming to us from Afghanistan. Lord, in your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
We pray for the sick. Be with (names). Lord, in you mercy,  
hear our prayer. 
We give thanks for the blessed dead. Join our prayer to those of (names, if any, 
and) all the saints who gather around your throne. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

PEACE 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

OFFERING 
P        Let us offer with joy and thanksgiving what God has first given us: our 

selves, our time, and our possessions — signs of God’s gracious love.   
An offering is received to support the work of the church. 

OFFERTORY PROCESSION 
The gifts are brought forward. 

OFFERTORY CANTICLE 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
A Let us pray. [Brief pause.] 
 Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and 

called us to the feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, 
and strengthen us in this meal. Make us to be what we receive here, 
your body for the life of the world 

C Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE 
The presiding minister invites the people to prayer. 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

PREFACE      Spoken by the presiding minister 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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SANCTUS             Isaiah 6:3 & Matthew 21:9         
Sung by the assembly 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER                        Led by the presiding minister. 
We give God thanks for this meal, recall God’s saving deeds, and call the Holy Spirit to be 
present as we receive the Body and Blood of Jesus.   

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 
You are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory. 

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. 

We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy 
will and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and 
death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his 
coming again, 

we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are 
able; 

we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving 
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, and these 

your own gifts of bread and wine, 
so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ may be filled 

with heavenly blessing and grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, 
may be formed to live as your holy people and be given our inheritance 
with all your saints. 

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your 
holy church, now and forever.  

 
Amen. 

LORD'S PRAYER 
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 

ever. Amen. 
The presiding minister invites the assembly to the table in the words of Psalm 34: 
P Taste and see that the Lord is good.  
C Happy are those who take refuge in him. 
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COMMUNION HYMN        Lamb of God           Setting 4  
 

COMMUNION  
Today, we will administer both the Body of Christ and his most precious Blood. 

We will use a pouring chalice to administer the Blood. After you have consumed the Body, 
a worship leader will pour from the shared chalice into an individual cup. When you have 
consumed this, please place the cup in a tray. 

If you prefer not to receive this way, please remember the words of St. Augustine, “but believe 
and thou hast eaten.” 

As the Minister gives the bread and wine, he or she says these words to each 
communicant: 

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.  

The communicant may say: Amen. 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
P The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. 
C Amen 



	

18 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A Let us pray. [Brief pause.] 
 O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the body 

and blood of your Son. By your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and 
to give ourselves away as bread for the hungry, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

C Amen 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BLESSING 
P Almighty God, the Father, the Son + and the Holy Spirit, bless you now and 

forever.  
C Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SENDING HYMN (following page) 

DISMISSAL 
The Assisting Minister dismisses the assembly: 
A Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.   
C  Thanks be to God! 

POSTLUDE  
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SENDING HYMN     The Church’s One Foundation    ELW 654 
All Stanzas 
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Bible Readings 
for Daily Prayer 

These may be read by themselves or  
as part of the Matins and Vespers services. 

 

Monday 
Psalm 119:169-176 
1 Kings 13:1-10 
Romans 3:9-20 
 
Tuesday 
Psalm 119:169-176 
1 Kings 13:11-25 
Colossians 3:1-11 
 
Wednesday 
Psalm 119:169-176 
Isaiah 10:12-20 
John 7:25-36 
 
Thursday 
Psalm 54 
Judges 6:1-10 
1 Corinthians 2:1-5 

Friday 
Psalm 54 
1 Kings 22:24-40 
Romans 11:25-32 
 
Saturday 
Psalm 54 
2 Kings 17:5-18 
Matthew 23:29-39 
 
Sunday 
September 18-24 (Lectionary 
25) 
Jeremiah 11:18-20 or Wisdom 
1:16—2:1, 12-22 
Psalm 54 
James 3:13—4:3, 7-8a 
Mark 9:30-37 

 


