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A Time for Renewal! 

  Renaissance
Our church has gone back to 
its old ways – and at the same 
time, it is all new. 
That is the whole point of the 
Reformation, which we cele-
brate each year in October. 
Under Luther’s guidance, 
Christians went backwards, to 
their roots in Scripture and 
simple faith. But at the same 
time, they moved forward into 
a new and modern world. 
It is also true of Our Saviour, 
right now.  We are “back” to 
three weekend services, a 
Sunday School and a Choir.  
But at the same time, none of 
these things is just what it 
was. We have changed, and 
we will continue to change, in 
response to the needs of the 
people around us. 
But one thing never changes: 
Jesus Christ, the same yes-
terday, today and tomorrow. 
(Hebrews 13:8) 

Of	Renaissance	&	Reform	

The	Renaissance	often	promoted	
secular	values	over	religious	
ones.	But	in	Northern	Europe,	the	
Renaissance	took	on	a	religious	
character.		

Luther	and	his	colleagues	read	
the	Bible	with	Humanist	ideas,	
such	as	textual	analysis	and	re-
jecting	authority	that	was	not	
sourced	on	reliable	evidence.		

This	led	to	a	widespread	chal-
lenge	to	the	idea	of	Papal	Infalli-
bility	and	the	Church's	power	
structure.	

The	Renaissance	encouraged	
people	to	question	received	wis-
dom	and	offered	the	possibility	of	
change,	which	was	unthinkable	in	
the	middle	ages.	This	encouraged	
the	Reformers	to	tackle	abuses	in	
the	Church,	which	ultimately	led	
to	a	new	life	for	all	of	Christianity.	

--Adapted	from	History	Daily	
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A Mighty Fortress 
In the Middle Ages, a “fortress” could be a castle, a city with strong 
walls, or even a solidly-constructed church building. It offered safety 
from an enemy army, and became a symbol of hope for a better life. 
When Luther adapted Psalm 146 to create his famous hymn, he taught 
us to place our hope where it most belongs: in the power of God. 
In a world of challenges, let us take refuge this month in the strength of 
God’s love.  Join us for these events and so much more: 

• St Francis Animal Blessing: Monday, Oct. 4, 6:30 pm  
We will praise the Creator who loves his whole creation. 
We will offer a special blessing to animals -- including 
yours, if you bring them! Please bring animals on leash, in 
carriers or other appropriate restraints. 

• Reformation Day: Weekend of October 30-31 
As we remember Martin Luther and his 95 Theses, we will 
celebrate something deeper: the grace of God given to us 
in Christ, and received in faith by loving hearts. 
Reformation Sunday Brunch begins at 8:45am.  

• Halloween Bash: Saturday, October 30, 6:30-8:30pm 
See page 8 for details 

• All Saints Day: Weekend of November 6-7 
Let us tell stories about those who have shown us what it 
means to live a Christian life. Some are world-renowned, 
others are remembered only by those closest to them. If 
there is somebody you wish to remember in prayer, send 
a note to the office before Nov. 1. 
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WORSHIP 

WEEKEND SCHEDULE 
A Place at the Table for You 

Our return to three weekend services has 
been exciting – and also demanding. To 
sustain our momentum, we need help – 
from you! 
Our worship services need volunteers for 
the Altar Guild, Audio and Video team, 
Readers, Assisting Ministers, Communion 
Assistants, and more. Some jobs are public, 
others are behind the scenes.  All of them 
are important! 
To explore ways you can make worship 

happen, contact Pastor Michael at prchurch@gmail.com or (540) 359-
2826. 

Saturday  

• 5:30pm   Casual Service led by Voices of Praise 
Sunday 
• 8:00 am  First Light Service   
• 8:45am Fellowship begins 
• 9:00am Sunday School for All Ages (including Adults)  
• 10:00am Choir Warm-Up 
• 10:30am Choir Service 
All weekend services include Holy Communion 

ABOUT COVID: Our Continuity of Ministry Committee continues to 
meet and evaluate changing conditions. Masks remain optional at this 
time. A small “masked only” area is reserved in the nave. Please honor 
each other’s decisions. We do ask all adults to remember that children 
under 12 cannot be vaccinated and to respect their vulnerability. 
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LEARNING 
One of the most important reforms undertaken by Luther and his 
collaborators was a new emphasis upon teaching the Bible and 
faith to all people.  
Our Saviour takes this duty seriously. Whatever your age or 
schedule, there is a class for you. 

WEEKLY CHRISTIAN EDUCATION OFFERINGS 
Midweek Classes: 

• Tuesday Morning Women’s Group: at 10:00 am in the 
church library. All women of the church are invited to join 
Currently studying the “Great Women of the Bible” book 
series. 

• Confirmation Class for 7th & 8th graders: Wednesday at 
6pm, in person. Contact Pastor Michael for details. 

• Dave's Thursday Morning Class at 10:00 am both in-
person and via Zoom; see event post on OSLC website for 
more info and Zoom link. Currently studying “Twelve Ordi-
nary Men” by John MacArthur – through end of October. 

• Pr. Michael's Thursday Evening Bible study at 5:00 pm 
via Zoom; see OSLC Facebook page (or ask Pastor Mi-
chael) for Zoom link. Currently looking at the lessons for 
the following weekend. 

Saturday: 
• High School Youth Group Saturdays at 4:00 pm "Sunday 

School" for High School Youth  
Sunday School for all ages, Sundays at 9:00 am in-person: 

• Sunday School for Children & Youth  begins with “Sing-
ing with Miss Sally” 

• Current Adult Sunday School topic: Care of Creation 
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SERVICE 
SOCIAL MINISTRY ACTIVITIES 
August-September	2021	
On-Site Ministry: 

• Bags of Food:  5 (Aug) 
• Bags of Cleaning & Personal Items: 6 (Aug) 
• Gas Gift Cards:  11 (Aug) 

Fauquier County Food Coalition / Food Distribution:  
•   85 households  
• 135 individuals:  

o 115 adults 
o   20 children 

• 19 boxes were delivered to local motels 
For several months now, food boxes were delivered in a “drive-by 
line” due to a “no contact” operation. However, we have resumed 
distributing food from inside the Fellowship Hall of WUMC. (Aug) 

People Helping People:  
• $  13,109 for rent, mortgage, motels, and utilities ($15,587 for rent 

alone) 
• $    6,300 total income for the month (including a $5,000 grant) 
• Assisted:  

o 34 families 
o 46 adults 
o 35 children  

• OSLC volunteer hours — 48 (Aug)  

September Activity Recap (partial):  
Delivered 42 hygiene items for Food Distribution at WUMC. Total of 
Personal Care Kits for Lutheran World Relief will be reported in the 
November issue of this newsletter.  

October Activity:  
Collection of items for Lutheran World Relief School Kits will start 
the first weekend of October and continue to the end of the month. 
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LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF SCHOOL KITS 
Imagine going to school without paper or a couple of pencils. That’s a 
daily reality for children living in poverty or emergency situations all over 
the world. 
You’re all familiar with LWR personal care kits (soap, towel, comb, etc.) 
that we collected last month. Those kits and school kits are the top 2 kits 
that LWR distributes throughout the world. This year, LWR is trying to 
make up for a shortfall of kits caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. In 
their words, “… we’d be delighted with any kits you’re able to provide 
us.”  

During October, we will be collecting items for the school kits. The list of 
items is included below. Please bring your donations to the church by 
October 31 to be assembled into kits. To make a full kit, please provide 
all listed items, and only those listed, for each kit. (No additions or sub-
stitutions, please.)  
LWR used to give a cost of shipping the kits for folks who want to donate 
to cover those costs. They no longer state the cost per item but are very 
grateful to receive these donations. Based on what can be found on the 
website, it looks like about $1.50 per kit for shipping. If you wish, you can 
make a donation to OSLC, marked for LWR Kit Shipping, and we’ll send 
it off to them. 

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF SCHOOL KITS 
§ FOUR 70-sheet notebooks of wide- or college-ruled paper, ap-

prox. 8” x 10-1/2”; NO loose-leaf paper, NO larger sizes 
§ ONE 30-centimeter (12” approx.) ruler, or a ruler with centimeters 

on one side and inches on the other 
§ ONE pencil sharpener  
§ ONE pair of blunt-tip scissors (safety scissors with embedded 

steel blades work well) 
§ FIVE unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers; secured together with 

a rubber band 
§ FIVE black or blue ballpoint pens (NO gel ink); secured together 

with a rubber  
§ ONE box of 16 or 24 crayons (NO large boxes, please) 
§ ONE 2½” eraser  
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YOUTH  
HALLOWEEN BASH 

Calling All Youth (grades 6-12), Ghouls and Goblins – It’s time to 
get your scary on for the OSLC Halloween Bash! 
Join us in costume at the church on Saturday, October 30 from 
6:30-8:30 pm for spooky treats, eerie games, and frighteningly 
fun time! Everyone is welcome to bring a friend or two for this 
thrilling and chilling event.  
For info, contact Kristen Maynard or pastor Terri. 

 

COMMUNITY     

REFORMATION SUNDAY BRUNCH 
By Grace, Through Faith … with a Casserole 

This year, October 31 will be Reformation Sunday, Halloween, 
AND a 5th Sunday! It’s the perfect opportunity to bring back 
BRUNCH!  
You are all invited to a special Fellowship Brunch between the 
Sunday services (8:45-10:15am) in the Fellowship Hall. Wear your 
Halloween costume! 
There will be food, fellowship, and special activities for kids.  This 
is a great time to bring a friend to church, and share the sheer 
fun of our Lutheran heritage.  
Please look for more information to come soon on the website 
(look on the calendar and events page), and via email. 
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CONNECTIONS 
COME ABOARD!  
Consider a Membership Class 

Many of you have started worship-
ping or serving through Our Sav-
iour's ministries over the past few 
years but have not yet been able to 
participate in a New Members' 
Orientation and Presentation.  
Although the classes are not re-
quired, getting to know oth-
er "new" people is nice, as is 
learning about a few ways you can 
connect more deeply with minis-
tries and small groups.  
As part of our Renaissance, the Evangelism Committee and pas-
tors are drafting plans for a series of classes and new member 
presentations. Anyone who is interested should send an email to 
the church’s office administrator, Yvette Pfeiffer, at office@oslc-
warrenton.org.  

	
Why Join a Church? 

Church membership is our opportunity to grasp hold of each 
other in responsibility and love. By identifying ourselves with 
a particular church, we let the pastors and other members of 
that local church know that we intend to be committed in at-
tendance, giving, prayer, and service. We allow fellow believers 
to have great expectations of us in these areas, and we make it 
known that we are the responsibility of this local church. We 
assure the church of our commitment to Christ in serving with 
them, and we call for their commitment to serve and encourage 
as well. (Mark Dever, Nine Marks of a Healthy Church) 
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SPIRITUALITY 
A BREATH OF FRESH AIR… 
By Tina Korte 

A Resurrection of the Heart 
This breath of fresh air contin-
ues to gently blow in and 
around OSLC.  We feel it deeply 
in our spirit. God is on the 
move.  
OSLC has chosen to name this 
wind, Renaissance. Other 
names come to mind: reset; re-
newal; born again. I like to call it 
the way of God or a resurrection 
of the heart. 
Living in Christ is 
electrifying. In this 
moment think of 
the diverse possi-
bilities of meeting 
Jesus for the first 
time in new ways.  
OSLC has carefully and lovingly 
made plans to celebrate God’s 
movement by adding to our cal-
endar. The Homecoming Picnic, 
the beginning of Sunday school 
for kids and adults, Confirma-

tion, a new “simple” service at 8 
AM on Sundays, and hikes and 
retreats are already in play! 
Stop for a moment. Consider 
how and where this wind is 
pushing you to go on your faith 
journey. Where in your daily 
walk have you yet to experience 
the wonder and awe of lingering 
with Jesus?  Where have you 
been questioning your faith? 

Are you being drawn to go 
deeper in prayer, in the gifts of 
the Spirit, embracing the love of 
God, or hugging a tree in the 
world that surrounds us? Have 
you thought to begin a path to 
contemplation and reflection?   

“Living in Christ 
is electrifying.” 
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A Renaissance of new hori-
zons is a gift for our entire 
OSLC community. But 
make no mistake about it. 
The wind of God is rushing 
directly towards that bull-
seye on your heart. Gather 
your courage and step into 
the wind. This is the sea-
son, to grow and experi-
ence the existence of God 
in your life.  

Step out in faith. Tap someone 
on the shoulder to walk with 
you for a while. Surrounding you 
is a community of believers. 

Each one grow-
ing with Christ. 
We have two 
wonderful Pas-
tors wanting to 
guide you. And 
oh, we have 
teachers of ex-
cellence, ready 
and eager to en-
courage you. 

And finally, there are a few of us 
schooled and practiced in the 
way of the Spirit.

Prayer: 
 “Holy Spirit, breath of God. Blow new life upon your 
Church again. Give us gifts of prophecy, healing, inclu-
sive love, and courage. Make us leap for joy as we step 
out on the Word of God.” 

Barbara Reid, O.P. 

The wind of God is 
rushing directly to-
wards that bullseye 
on your heart 
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FINANCE 
FINANCE	CORNER	

Past 3 Months 2021 Income and Expenses (Gen. Operating Budget) 

 OFFERING EXPENDITURES 
June 2021 $   25,815 $   32,912 
July 2021 $   28,133 $   30,081 
August 2021 $   39, 421 $   34,300 
YTD $   249,591 $ 279,495 

 

AVERAGE MONTHLY OFFERING NEEDED:  $ 38,000 
Like most churches these days, we are struggling a little bit with 
finances as far as the General Operating Fund is concerned. But 
with faith that our God will provide, we go forward with confi-
dence.  
Conversely, many dedicated funds have been raised this summer 
to help others in time of need: i.e., Quilt Ministry, Personal Care 
Kits, Hurley Community Development, Lutheran Disaster Relief – 
not to mention local groups (People Helping People, Fauquier 
Habitat for Humanity, Fauquier County Food Distribution Coali-
tion) – AND our own Audio/Visual upgrade and Narthex upgrade.   
Work on the Ministry Spending Plan for 2022 has begun and 
you will be asked for your input and eventual approval later 
this fall. 
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COUNCIL NEWS 
COUNCIL BUSINESS 

The council has been focused on the renaissance, the strategic plan, 
the ministry spending plan, and looking toward the November Congre-
gational Meeting.  
In November, we will vote on the Ministry Spending Plan, elect new 
Council Representatives, as well as fill several other important commit-
tee positions. I ask that you prayerfully consider serving in an expand-
ed capacity. OSLC can certainly benefit from your talents, experience 
and perspective. 

A WORD FROM OUR COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
Troy Stansell, Council President 

This past weekend while I was on 
my morning run, I reflected on the 
first rays of sunshine breaking the 
horizon and noticed that the first 
rays are always shining directly 
up, pointing to heaven as if to re-
joice in the newness and poten-
tial of the day and celebrating the 
glory and promise of God!  
As the sun was coming up, I was 
humbled and lamented on the 
fact that my prayers are usually 
focused on me, and what God 
can do for me. Then it struck me 
that I rarely ask God what I can 
do for Him? I mean heartfully ask 
him what I can do for Him.  
Now, this last part comes with a 
warning, in that you must be pre-
pared for what He may ask of 
you. He may ask you to give 
more, become more involved, or 

do something that you may be 
uncomfortable taking on…. 
The good news is that challenge, 
discomfort, and conflict help us 
look at things differently; helping 
us grow and evolve to become 
who God wants us to be. We 
need to push and challenge our-
selves so that we flourish and 
move away from languishing and 
into a state of thriving. 
“Languishing” is a spin on a new 
term I was just introduced to re-
cently during a daily devotional 
podcast was described as “the 
neglected middle child of mental 
health”, which for me describes 
that “blah feeling” or the “meh” 
emoticon that I know I’m experi-
encing and working through. The 
podcast referenced an article 
from Adam Grant discussing the 
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large middle ground between de-
pression and flourishing. It made 
me reflect on what habits or 
changes I could make to help 
move the needle towards thriving 
and happiness.  
I settled on working on two hab-
its, the first of which is starting a 
“value” journal, in which I’m go-
ing to focus daily and take notes 
on how I bring/add value at 
work, home, and spiritual-
ly. I thought this was an 
important step to focus on 
positive thoughts, so I 
wouldn’t focus as much on 
negative ones. The second habit 
is listening to a daily podcast that 
reads the Bible in one year (there 
are many to choose from). I’ve 
always wanted to read the entire 
Bible but have never fully com-
mitted to it. 
 I wanted to accomplish a couple 
of things: focusing on Joy and 
Positivity; and to give myself 
something else to think about, so 
I could give myself the mental 
break I need instead of dwelling 
on problems that I have no con-
trol over. What could be bad 
about starting the day with God’s 
message and peace? The cool 
thing is that I shared my thoughts 
with Amelia and she liked the 
idea of taking on the challenge as 
well. So, now, every day, I look 
forward to discussing and shar-

ing our insights and discussing 
something other than work. As an 
extra benefit, I’m hoping this 
helps us grow closer together 
and grow closer to God. If you 
are languishing, I invite you to 
find ways that you can make a 
small step that helps you grow 
closer to God. 
A relevant verse that comes to 

mind that helps tie these 
thoughts and feelings together 
about rejoicing, blessings, and 
dealing with the languishing ef-
fects of mental health can be 
summed up from Philippians 4:4-
7 “Always be full of joy in the 
Lord. I say it again, rejoice! Let 
everyone see that you are con-
siderate in all you do. Remember, 
the Lord is coming soon. Don’t 
worry about anything; instead, 
pray about everything. Tell God 
what you need and thank him for 
all he has done. Then you will ex-
perience God’s peace, which ex-
ceeds anything we can under-
stand. His peace will guard your 
hearts and minds as you live in 
Christ Jesus.”  
I hope all is well with you and 
your families! 

What could be bad about 
starting the day with God’s 
message and peace? 
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DELIVERY OF THE MESSENGER 
Choose How You Read it 
The cost of mailing The Messenger has gone up substantially over the 
past year.   
Because of that, we’d like to ascertain your household’s preference for 
receipt of the newsletter. A lot of information is transmitted through this 
newsletter, so we want to make sure everyone is reading it, but we also 
know some only read it electronically, some only with copy in hand, 
and some who don’t mind either way. 
As a gesture of good stewardship, please indicate your preference on 
the form below and return it by mail, in person, or electronically.   
Starting with the January 2022 newsletter, which is mailed in late De-
cember, only those checking Lines 1 or 4 will continue to receive a 
hard copy by mail. Everyone else will receive the church’s monthly 
newsletter electronically. 
 
The______________________Household would like to receive the 
monthly newsletter, (The Messenger) in the following way (please se-
lect only one): 

1. _____ By Postal Mail at this address: ________________________ 
 
2.  _____ By E-Mail at this e-mail address(es):____________________ 
 
3.  _____ Pick up hard copy at the church each month, OR 
4.  _____ By Postal Mail as well as E-mail at the above addresses.   

To return this form electronically, please scan and email it to of-
fice@oslc-warrenton.org with “Monthly Church Newsletter Preference” 
as the subject. (You can also send a note to the church office). 
Thank you for considering what works best for you as we try to save 
money in small ways post-pandemic. And, of course, you can always 
change your option.




