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  All Saints’
“For all the saints,” we will 
sing on the weekend of No-
vember 6-7, “who from their 
labors rest / Thy name, oh Je-
sus, evermore be blessed.” 
For more than a thousand 
years, November 1 (or the 
Sunday following) has been 
set aside to remember Chris-
tians who have “walked the 
walk,” living and dying as a 
testimony to God’s grace. 
Some of them are martyrs, 
like St. Stephen; others are 
teachers and preachers like 
St. Augustine.  
Many of the saints are re-
membered only by those who 
knew them personally, and 
whose lives were enriched by 
their witness. 
What all the saints have in 
common is that they teach us 
to give glory to Jesus, at 
whose name “every knee 
should bend, in heaven and 
on earth.” (Philippians 2:10). 

ABOUT	THE	SAINTS	
In	the	Middle	Ages,	people	were	
taught	to	pray	to	the	saints,	ra-
ther	than	to	God.	The	Lutheran	
movement	rejected	this.	

But	we	certainly	did	not	reject	
the	saints	themselves!	

Luther’s	colleague	Philip	Me-
lanchthon	wrote	that	the	
Reformation	approved	of	giving	
honor	to	the	blessed	dead,	for	
three	reasons:	

1. THANKSGIVING.	The	saints	
remind	us	of	all	the	gifts	God	
has	given	to	the	Church	

2. STRENGTHENING	our	faith.	
When	see,	for	example,	how	
St.	Peter’s	betrayal	was	for-
given	by	God,	we	are	en-
couraged	to	believe	that	
grace	truly	does	conquer	sin.	

3. ROLE	MODELS.	They	show	
us	what	it	means	to	live	with	
faith,	as	well	as	such	other	
virtues	as	hope	and	charity.	
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 Day
A Month of Holiness 
The word “saint’ derives from the Latin sanctus, or holy. Saints are “ho-
ly people.” But in baptism, God has set all Christians apart as his own 
special people – so in that sense, we are all holy, we are all saints. 
This November, as winter comes and the world grows cold, let us 
gather together, warmed by the love of God and the fire of the Holy 
Spirit,  

• New Member Celebration: Meal November 1 
Those new to OSLC are invited to an orientation and celebra-
tion of our life together from 6:30-8pm. 

• All Saints Day: Weekend of November 6-7 
If there is somebody you wish to remember in prayer, send a 
note to the office before Nov. 3. 

• Congregation Meeting at Noon on Nov. 7 
Welcoming new members, electing our leaders, planning our 
ministry spending for 2022. 

• Thanksgiving Service followed by Praise and Pie on Sat., 
Nov. 20 
Giving thanks to God for his bounty, and then sharing it in the 
form of pies both savory and sweet! 

• Christ the King Nov. 14 
The church’s year ends with a bang, as we look toward the time 
when God’s rule will be complete and unchallenged. 

• Advent Begins Nov. 27-28 
Four weeks of fasting, prayer and preparation for the 
Appearance of Jesus. Pick up this year’s special book of 
devotions, “Heaven and Nature Sing.” 
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SPIRITUALITY 
A BREATH OF FRESH AIR… 

By Tina Korte, D. Min. 
Sshhh … Do you hear it? 
Lean in. Take a deep breath. Slowly. Now, let it go.  
Wait for it. 
The sound of quiet!  
As my head is silent, my senses come alive. The delicious sound of si-
lence!  
I hear the clock, tick-tock. Far away, the crunching of tires on gravel, a 
car is driving off. (And gratefully I’m not in it.) Dry, brittle leaves hit the 
deck. And acorns drop making firm LOUD cracking sounds on the tin 
roof of our run-in. My eyes slowly catch the early light of a distant 
morning sun bringing to life the dark shadow of the grand old oak di-
rectly in front of me. There it is, “The peace that passes all understand-
ing.” (Phil.4:7)  
For me, the surrounding cool and 
mysterious woods becomes my great 
and glorious morning liturgy. The 
sharp air settles on me, sharpening 
my physical body for the day that lies 
ahead.  
The quiet sets out the welcome mat 
for each of us. A sound itself makes no demands on us. Our sight, this 
moment, views a natural world at peace. The quiet gifts us with a depth 
of solitude we find in no other place. Jesus knows this.  
Could this be what he was teaching the disciples as He often stole 
away to pray? Mark, the apostle, records Jesus’ words as Jesus ex-
tends this invitation. “Come with me by yourself to a quiet place and 
get some rest.” (Mk 6:31) Centuries later, that invitation is ours.  
A scratch at the door interrupts this quiet! Our three hungry dogs are 
demanding breakfast! Duty and activity claim my day! 

  

A walk in the 
woods becomes 
my great and 
glorious liturgy. 



 
 
 

5 

 

WORSHIP  

WEEKEND SCHEDULE 
A Place at the Table for You 
Saturday  
• 5:30pm   Casual Service led by Voices of Praise 

Sunday 
• 8:00 am  First Light Service   
• 8:45am Fellowship begins 
• 9:00am Sunday School for All Ages (including Adults)  
• 10:00am Choir Warm-Up 
• 10:30am Choir and Organ Service 
All weekend services include Holy Communion 

ABOUT COVID: Our Continuity of Ministry Committee continues to 
meet and evaluate changing conditions. Masks remain optional at this 
time. A small “masked only” area is reserved in the nave. Please honor 
each other’s decisions. We do ask all adults to remember that children 
under 12 cannot be vaccinated and to respect their vulnerability. 
 
THANKSGIVING SERVICE NOVEMBER 20: This year, for the 
first time, our Thanksgiving Service will be held on Saturday night, the 
weekend before the holiday, at 5:30. Afterward, we will share “Praise 
and Pie” in the Fellowship Hall – we encourage you to bring pies both 
sweet and savory. Look for sign-up info in the weekly e-blast & web-
site. 

Prayer:  
“Dear Jesus, as I respond to your invitation, sow the 
seeds of quiet deep inside of me and join me as we 

watch them grow. Amen.” 
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GIVING 
“Give Until it Feels Good” – attributed to Pastor John Lillie 

Our Saviour is a strong and 
generous congregation, with a 
passion for God’s work.  
Even during COVID, we have 
continued to answer the call.  
Some ministries – like Sunday 
School, Adult Choir and Con-
firmation Class – are bouncing 
back now that they can 
meet in person.  
Others have actually grown, 
as we have given out more 
food and more gas cards 
than ever before. We have 
started new ministries, like 
our first-time collection for Lu-
theran Word Relief School 
Kits. Our online ministry has 
gone from zero to sixty, and is 
still accelerating. 
In all this time, the church has 
never been closed, and wor-
ship has never stopped. Two 
months ago, we even returned 
to three in-person services. 
Despite the craziness of the 
past two years, most members 
of Our Saviour have continued 
to give regularly in support of 
Christ’s ministry. (If you have 

continued to support OSLC as 
usual, we thank you.) 
Still, as our Treasurer has re-
ported, giving has dipped dur-
ing the past few months, leav-
ing us with a modest deficit, 
and some serious questions 
about 2022.  

There are many reasons this 
may have happened. But the 
most obvious cause is that 
some people, when they are 
not gathering for worship, for-
get that the church still de-
pends on them. 
If irregular gathering has led 
your giving to slip, we ask you 
to remember that the church 
you love is more than just a 
Sunday assembly.  It is an all-
week, every-day ministry of 
care and prayer, there for you 
and for the whole community.

The church you love 
is more than just a 
Sunday assembly! 



LEARNING 
WEEKLY CHRISTIAN EDUCATION OFFERINGS 

Midweek Classes: 
• Tuesday Morning Wom-

en’s Group: at 10:00 am in 
the church library. All women 
of the church are invited to 
join Currently studying the 
“Great Women of the Bible” 
book series. 

• Confirmation Class for 7th 
& 8th graders: Wednesday 
at 6pm, in person. Contact 
Pastor Michael for details. 

• Dave's Thursday Morning 
Class at 10:00 am both in-person and via Zoom; see event 
post on OSLC website for more info and Zoom link. A new 
subject will begin the first week of December! 

• Pr. Michael's Thursday Evening Bible study at 5:00 pm 
via Zoom; see OSLC Facebook page (or ask Pastor Mi-
chael) for Zoom link. Currently looking at the lessons for 
the following weekend. 

Saturday: 
• High School Youth Group Saturdays at 4:00 pm "Sunday 

School" for High School Youth  
Sunday School for all ages, Sundays at 9:00 am in-person: 

• Sunday School for Children & Youth  begins with “Sing-
ing with Miss Sally” 

• New  Adult Sunday School topic: “Making Sense of the 
Cross” 
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SERVICE 
SOCIAL MINISTRY ACTIVITIES 
September-October	2021	
On-Site Ministry: 

• Bags of Food:  7 (Sept) 
• Bags of Cleaning & Personal Items: 7 (Sept) 
• Gas Gift Cards:  10 (Sept) 
•  

Fauquier County Food Coalition / Food Distribution:  
• 72 households  
• 109 individuals:  

o 95 adults 
o 14 children 

People Helping People:  
• $  11,754 for rent, mortgage, motels, and utilities ($3,433 for rent 

alone) 
• $  31,500 total income for the month (including a $30,000 grant 

from PATH Foundation) 
• Assisted:  

o 33 families 
o 47 adults 
o 37 children  

• OSLC volunteer hours — 43 (Sept)  
October Activity Recap (partial):  

Delivered 200 Quilts and 70 Personal Care Kits for Lutheran World 
Relief. Collection of items for LWR School Kits continued through the 
end of October and will be recapped in the December issue of this 
newsletter.  
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NOVEMBER SOCIAL MINISTRY ACTIVITY:  
Fauquier County Food Distribution Coalition 
is again filling Christmas shoeboxes for chil-
dren of families who come to the December 
18 food distribution. Here’s how YOU can 
help:  

1. Get an empty shoebox (or purchase a plas-
tic shoebox)  

2. Decide if your gift will be for a boy or girl 
and which age category:  2-3 yrs., 4-5 yrs., 
6-10 yrs., or 11-14 yrs.  

3. Fill your shoebox with a variety of gifts* and then wrap the shoebox 
in Christmas paper. 

4. Attach a label or tag to the top of your box identifying boy or girl 
and age category.  

5. Bring your wrapped boxes to the narthex of Our Saviour Lutheran 
Church by Sunday, December 12.  

* Gift Suggestions (What would the age of boy or girl enjoy having in 
their box?):  small cars, balls, dolls, stuffed animals, yo-yos, small 
etch-a-sketch, slinky, pens, pencils, sharpeners, crayons, markers, 
stamps, ink pad sets, coloring books, pads or loose paper, tooth-
brush, toothpaste, socks, mittens, hats, gift card (ex: Walmart, 
Chick-fil-A, McDonalds, etc.); for 11-14 yrs., deodorant and deodor-
ant shoe balls. 

 

QUILTING: 2021 IN REVIEW 
A Note from Andrea Mutterer 

The 2021 Quilt year… WOW!   
Let me begin with a heartfelt thank you to the Church Council and 
the Congregation for the generous financial and spiritual support 
that makes our Mission possible! Also, a warm welcome to our new-
est member Jana Frieslander!   
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Challenges and change and a shortened year did 
not deter the Quilters from successfully 
completing and presenting two hundred 
(200) Quilts for Blessing at all three ser-
vices the last weekend in September. 
Hopefully you had a chance to view the 
Quilts and listen to the uplifting 
“Prayer Works” sermon in person 
and/or via Facebook.   
Special thanks to Deb H., Margaret 
W., Marian R., Paula W. and Sande 
V. for beautifully arranging the Quilts 
throughout the Sanctuary.  Indeed, 
a wonderful display of color ac-
cented by the sunshine coming 
through the stained-glass windows! 
Thanks also to everyone who 
helped after Sunday service bag-
ging and loading the Quilts into Marian R.’s truck for transport to the 
Lutheran World Relief receiving site in Maryland. Thanks to Pastor 
Terri for the sermon reminding us that the Quilts are missionaries of 
prayer. And, most importantly, thanks be to God! 

“Counting 48” Special Session – Wow again!    
Our Saturday, October 9 gathering resulted in 154 new packets (154 
x 48 = 7392 squares)! Thanks to Fred K. for setting up all the tables 
and to the many helping hands that unpacked the 40 boxes of fab-
ric, and to those who “Counted 48” and packaged the squares. We 
are well set for another great year of Quilting in 2022! 
And speaking of packets, for those who sew tops, packets are 
available in baskets on a lower shelf to the left as you enter the stor-
age room. Please help yourself. Due to our limited storage space, 
please keep completed tops at your home until we resume next year 
if at all possible.   

Plans for 2022… 
Reservations for use of the Fellowship Hall in 2022 have already 
been submitted! Have a wonderful Thanksgiving and Christmas sea-
son. Be well. Keep safe. And see you in January! 

200 Quilts! 
Each One a Missionary of Prayer 
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YOUTH  
YOUNG PEOPLE MATTER! 

One of the most important things Our Saviour can do is pass on the 
faith, equipping a new generation to meet the spiritual challenges that 
they will face in life. 
And one of the most precious gifts a parent can give is to bring their 
child, week in and week out, to take part in this ministry of love. 

Senior Youth (grades 9-12): “Sunday” School is Saturday!  Join for fun 
& serious conversation each Saturday at 4pm, and stay for the 5:30pm 
service. 

Junior Youth (grades 6-8): Sunday School with Mr. & Mrs. Maynard, 
every Sunday at 9am. (There were crullers last week.  Just sayin’.) 

Children’s Sunday School is also Sunday at 9am, beginning in the 
nave as the kids “Sing With Miss Sally.” 

COMMUNITY     

PRAISE AND PIE! 
Following our Service of Thanksgiving at 5:30 pm on 
Saturday, November 20, please join us as we enjoy 
fellowship over delicious PIES! 
Praise and Pie (formerly known as Pie Fest) is a time-
honored tradition at OSLC. Let’s gather to give 
thanks to God for our many blessings.  
Immediately after the service, we will have a “Planned Potluck” that is 
all about PIE!  
Shepherd’s pie, chicken pot pie, pizza pie, spinach pie, and other sa-
vory pies, followed by… more pies! Pumpkin pie, fruit pie, cream pie, 
and more. 
Look out for an invitation to RSVP for attendance and a chance to sign 
to bring a pie or help with cleanup. 
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FINANCE 
FINANCE	CORNER	

3rd Quarter 2021 Income and Expenses (Gen. Operating Budget) 

 OFFERING EXPENDITURES 
July 2021 $   28,133 $   30,081 
August 2021 $   39,421 $   34,300 
October 2021 $   24,809 $   34,014 
YTD $  274,400 $ 314,510 

 

AVERAGE MONTHLY OFFERING NEEDED:  $ 38,000 
The amount of $ 38,000 is the total MSP for 2021 divided by 12 
months. If we divide the YTD total expenditures above by the nine 
months so far in 2021, we are spending an average of ~$36,000.  
However, as you can see, our income has not kept pace with ex-
penses.  While we have been using the proceeds from the PPP 
Loan to cover this difference, those funds 
have been exhausted. 
Please come to the Congregational 
Meeting on November 7 at noon when 
Finance will present the 2022 plan, for 
which we will need your input and then 
your vote at the end of the discussion. 
Even though the General Fund is suffer-
ing at present, the Special Fund has 
been very active with much fundraising 
taking place.  This is definitely more inter-
esting than the General Fund but keeping 
the “doors open” is a necessity.  

2021  Ministry 
Spending Plan 

Preview 
Sorry about the late 
notice!  
 
Please join members of 
the Finance Commit-
tee to learn more 
about the 2021 MSP at 
preview meetings after 
worship on Oct. 24, 30 
& 31. 
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COUNCIL NEWS 
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
Sunday, November 7, 12-1:30 pm 

The annual November Congregational Meeting will be Sunday, No-
vember 7, from 12:00-1:30pm. (Note the earlier week than in recent 
years and that it is the Sunday of the Fall Back time change.) This is 
an important milestone in the church year in which we set the future di-
rection of Our Saviour Lutheran Church. 
The focus of this meeting will be centered around (i) voting on the 2022 
Ministry Spending Plan, and (ii) elections for the Congregation Council, 
a Trustee, and other committees. The council will present the next 
phase of our ongoing Thrive study with the 2022-24 Strategic Plan, 
which we are now calling Renaissance 2021. We will also celebrate 
some fun and exciting ministry updates. 
Although voting members are the only participants allowed to vote, we 
invite everyone to attend and celebrate life as a community together! 
We will meet in person. Stay tuned by checking the weekly news and 
our website for updates. 

A WORD FROM OUR COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
Troy Stansell, Council President 

This last weekend during a family 
walk on the beach, I found myself 
reflecting on a particular seashell 
and how it reminded me of the 
scallop seashell symbol used as 
representation for the Camino de 
Santiago (The Way of St. James).  
The Camino de Santiago is a Pil-
grimage through the Pyrenees 
Mountains between Spain and 
France eventually leading to a ca-
thedral in Galicia where St. James 
is believed to be buried. The lines 

in the shell can be analogous to the 
many starting paths for the journey 
along the Pilgrimage.  
Later during our beach walk, I was 
holding our friend's 2.5-week-old 
baby boy. As he was sleeping in 
my arms, I couldn’t help but think 
about the seashell as a symbol for 
Baptism, rebirth, and cleansing. In 
fact, I was remembering how Pas-
tor Michael and Pastor Terri used 
the seashell during our daughters’ 
Baptisms. I was struck with this 
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image in my mind of the journey 
OSLC has been on to find our-
selves, our renaissance, our path 
forward, our rebirth, our strategic 
plan. I have been very excited 
about the recent strategic planning 
process that we’ve been working 
through the last couple of months 
and look forward to reviewing the 
results with you all. 
This is a very busy time for the 
council as there are many items 
needed to prepare for the congre-
gation meeting planned for No-
vember 7th. I encourage everyone 
to attend the Congregational Meet-
ing, as there are many important 
topics that we need to review, dis-
cuss and vote on.  
The council recently held a mini 
retreat to review the strategic plan, 
assign ownership, and develop an 
action plan for our next steps. The 
goal is to present a short summary 
of the strategic plan during the 

Congregational Meeting.    The 
Council also reviewed and ap-
proved the Finance Committee’s 
recommended Ministry Spending 
Plan (MSP).  The Finance commit-
tee will present the MSP to be vot-
ed on during the meeting.  
If you would like more information 
before the Congregational Meeting, 
the finance committee plans on 
holding several information ses-
sions to review the MSP before the 
vote.  
The Nominations Committee is also 
hard at work identifying prospec-
tive Council members and filling 
other critical roles. The November 
7th Congregational Meeting will be 
a great opportunity to see the stra-
tegic plan, elect new Council 
members and approve the Ministry 
Spending Plan! I hope to see you 
all for the meeting! 
I pray that all is well with you and 
your families. 

 
  

2022 Ministry Spending Plan Q&A Sessions 
We’re sorry about the late notice!  A representative from the Finance Committee will 
be available in the church Library to share the proposed 2022 Ministry Spending Plan 
(MSP) and answer questions about it the following dates and times: 
  
• Sunday, October 24, from 9am-10am  
• Saturday, October 30, from 6:30pm-7:30 pm 
• Sunday, October 31, from 11:30am-12:30pm 

  
If you are unable to make one of the in-person Q&A sessions, please feel free to con-
tact Bob Springman through your church directory or the church office. 
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DELIVERY OF THE MESSENGER 
Choose How You Read It 
The cost of mailing The Messenger has gone up substantially over the 
past year.   
Because of that, we’d like to ascertain your household’s preference for 
receipt of the newsletter. A lot of information is transmitted through this 
newsletter, so we want to make sure everyone is reading it, but we also 
know some only read it electronically, some only with copy in hand, 
and some who don’t mind either way. 
As a gesture of good stewardship, please indicate your preference on 
the form below and return it by mail, in person, or electronically.   
Starting with the January 2022 newsletter, which is mailed in late De-
cember, only those checking Lines 1 or 4 will continue to receive a 
hard copy by mail. Everyone else will receive the church’s monthly 
newsletter electronically. 
 
The______________________Household would like to receive the 
monthly newsletter, (The Messenger) in the following way (please se-
lect only one): 

1. _____ By Postal Mail at this address: ________________________ 
 
2.  _____ By E-Mail at this e-mail address(es):____________________ 
 
3.  _____ Pick up hard copy at the church each month, OR 
4.  _____ By Postal Mail as well as E-mail at the above addresses.   

To return this form electronically, please scan and email it to of-
fice@oslc-warrenton.org with “Monthly Church Newsletter Preference” 
as the subject. (You can also send a note to the church office). 
Thank you for considering what works best for you as we try to save 
money in small ways post-pandemic. And, of course, you can always 
change your option.




