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GATHERING 
Welcome Song          In Christ Alone         

In Christ alone my hope is found,  
He is my light, my strength, my song; 
This cornerstone, this solid ground,  

Firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 
What heights of love, what depths of peace,  
when fears are stilled, when strivings cease. 

My Comforter, my All in All, 
Here in the love of Christ I stand. 

 
In Christ alone, who took on flesh, 
Fullness of God in helpless babe! 

This gift of love and righteousness,  
Scorned by the ones He came to save. 

Till on that cross as Jesus died,  
The wrath of God was satisfied. 
For ev’ry sin on Him was laid; 

Here in the death of Christ I live. 
 

There in the ground His body lay, 
Light of the world by darkness slain; 
Then bursting forth in glorious day,  
Up from the grave he rose again! 

And as He stands in victory,  
Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me; 

For I am His and He is mine,  
bought with the precious blood of Christ. 

 
No guilt in life, no fear in death, 
This is the pow’r of Christ in me;  

From life’s first cry to final breath,  
Jesus commands my destiny, 

No pow’r of hell, no scheme of man,  
Can ever pluck me from His hand; 
Till He returns or calls me home, 

Here in the pow’r of Christ I’ll stand! 
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Welcome  

Confession and Forgiveness 
P Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence may be kept for reflection. 
C Gracious God, we confess that we have sinned in thought, 

word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. Forgive us and give us strength to turn from sin 
and to serve you in newness of life. Amen. 

The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness. 
P By water and the Holy Spirit, God gives us a new birth, and 

through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, God forgives 
us all our sins. Wherefore by the command of our Lord Jesus Christ 
and in his stead, I forgive you all your sins. 

C     Amen. 

Sharing the Peace 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you.  
Prayer of the Day 
L Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit 

renews the church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your 
faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and 
comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of 
the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C   Amen. 

WORD 
First Reading         Romans 3:19-28  

19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who 
are under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the 
whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For “no human 
being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the 
law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 
 

  21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been 
disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22the 
righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who 
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believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God; 24they are now justified by his grace as 
a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God 
put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective 
through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in 
his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously 
committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he himself 
is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. 
  27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? 
By that of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a 
person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the 
law. 

L   The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
Song      Our Refuge and Our Strength is God 

Our refuge and our strength is God, 
sure help in every trouble; 

though earth gives way and mountains fall, 
yet we will fear no evil. 

And though the mountains quake and shift 
beneath the roaring waters, 

the Lord almighty’s our defense 
and Jacob’s God our fortress. 

 
A pure, refreshing river makes 

God’s city bright with gladness – 
and there he dwells, supplying grace 

in times of stress and sadness. 
As nations rage, he lifts his voice 

and all earth melts before us. 
The Lord almighty is our hope, 
and Jacob’s God our fortress. 

 
O come and see the works of God 

in bringing desolations: 
he breaks the bow, he burns the shields, 

he thwarts the wars of nations. 
‘Be still, and know that I am God, 

for I will be exalted.’ 
The Lord almighty is our King, 
and Jacob’s God our fortress! 
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Gospel                                       John 8:31-36 
P   The holy gospel according to St. Mark. 
C   Glory to you, O Lord. 

31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue 
in my word, you are truly my disciples; 32and you will know the 
truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33They answered him, 
“We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to 
anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 
  34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who 
commits sin is a slave to sin. 35The slave does not have a 
permanent place in the household; the son has a place there 
forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 

P   The Gospel of the Lord.   
C Praise to you, O Christ.  

Sermon 

Song of Day  Amazing Grace How Sweet the Sound   ELW779  
Amazing grace! How sweet the sound 

that saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found;  

was blind, but now I see. 
 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
and grace my fears relieved; 

how precious did that grace appear 
the hour I first believed! 

 
Through many dangers, toils, and snares 

I have already come; 
'tis grace has brought me safe thus far, 

and grace will lead me home. 
 

The Lord has promised good to me; 
his word my hope secures; 

he will my shield and portion be 
as long as life endures. 

 
When we've been there ten thousand years, 

bright shining as the sun, 
we've no less days to sing God's praise 

than when we'd first begun. 
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Prayers of the People 
When prompted, call out names of people, places or organizations 
that are in need of God’s care. 

MEAL 
Sharing Our Gifts 
L Let us offer back to God what God has first given us: our selves, 

our time and our possessions, signs of his gracious love.  

Our offerings support the work of the church in Warrenton and the 
world. Please pass the baskets from front to back. You may also 
make an offering online at www.oslc-warrenton.org by clicking the 
“DONATE” tab on the homepage. 

Offering Song    By Grace We Have Been Saved       W&P25 
By grace we have been saved through faith  

and not by keeping law.   
God’s saints believed by what they heard  

and not by what they saw. 
 

Oh, how I love Jesus! Oh, how I love Jesus! 
Oh, how I love Jesus, because he first loved me! 

Dialogue 
The presiding minister invites the people to prayer. 

P  The Lord be with you. 
C  And also with you. 
P  Lift up your hearts. 
C  We lift them to the Lord. 
P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Thanksgiving Prayer 
The minister leads a prayer of thanksgiving, recalling God’s saving 
deeds, and calling the Holy Spirit to be present as we receive the 
Body and Blood of Jesus. 
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Lord’s Prayer 
P  Let us pray as our Saviour taught us. 
C  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever. Amen. 

Sharing Holy Communion 
All baptized Christians are invited to share Christ’s Body and Blood. 
If you wish to receive Holy Communion, please come forward and 
stand around the altar. You will be offered both the bread and cup. 
If you prefer not to drink, simply indicate this to the assisting 
minister. 

Communion Song  O Lord My Rock and My Redeemer Sung by VoP 

Prayer After Communion 
L   Let us pray together.  
C   O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, 

the body and blood of your Son. By your Spirit, strengthen us to 
serve all in need and to give ourselves away as bread for the 
hungry, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

SENDING 

Blessing 
P The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys 

with us, ☩ be upon you now and forever. 
C Amen.  

Sending Song     A Mighty Solid Rock 
A mighty fortress is our God, A sword and shield victorious; 

He breaks the cruel oppressor’s rod and wins salvation glorious. 
 

Refrain:  On Christ, the solid rock I stand  
All other ground is sinking sand. 
All other ground is sinking sand. 

(Continued next page…) 
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No strength of ours can match his might!   
We would be lost, rejected. 

But now a champion comes to fight,  
whom God himself elected.  (Refrain) 

 
Though hordes of devils fill the land  

all threat’ning to devour us, 
We tremble not, unmoved we stand;  
they cannot overpow’r us.  (Refrain) 

 
God’s Word forever shall abide,  
no thanks to foes, who fear it; 

For God himself fights by our side  
with weapons of the Spirit. (Refrain) 

 
When He shall come with trumpet sound,  

oh, may I then in Him be found, 
Dressed in his righteousness alone,  

faultless to stand before the throne. (Refrain) 
 

The kingdom’s ours forever! 

Dismissal 
L   Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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