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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

ORGAN PRELUDE       
Let the Spirit prepare your heart for worship.  

INVOCATION  

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

The presiding minister may comment briefly on the service of the day and then invites 
the assembly to confess. 

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 
P Beloved in Christ, do you confess that by your own sins you have earned God’s 

wrath? 
C I confess it. 

P Do you truly regret these sins? 
C I regret them.  

P Do you forgive all those who have sinned against you? 
C I forgive them. 

P Are you trying to live according to the will of God? 
C I am trying. 

P Do you believe that God forgives sinners for the sake of Jesus Christ? 
C I believe it. 

The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness. 
P   Then may it be unto you according to your faith. 

By the command of our Lord Jesus Christ I forgive your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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KYRIE     Sung by the Choir 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH  

As the wreath is lit, we sing a stanza of “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel,” ELW 257: 

O come, O Wisdom from on high, 
who ordered all things mightily; 
to us the path of knowledge show 
and teach us in its ways to go. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to you, O Israel. 

APOSTOLIC GREETING       (2 Corinthians 13:14) 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us Pray. [A brief pause]  
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming 
give to all the people of the world knowledge of your salvation; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen 
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WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading preaching and song. 

FIRST READING        Malachi 3:1-4 

A 1See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord 
whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant 
in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2But who can 
endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? 
  For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3he will sit as a refiner and 
purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like 
gold and silver, until they present offerings to the LORD in righteousness. 4Then 
the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of 
old and as in former years. 

A The Word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 

BENEDICTUS           Luke 1:68-79  

(Sung by Zachariah at the birth of St. John the Baptist) 

A  Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; he has come to his people and set them  
free. 

He has raised up for us a mighty Savior, born of the house of his servant David. 
Through his holy prophets he promised of old that he would save us from our  

enemies, from the hands of all who hate us. 
He promised to show mercy to our fathers and to remember his holy covenant. 
This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham: to set us free from the hands  

of our enemies, free to worship him without fear, holy and righteous in his  
sight all the days of our life. 

You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, for you will go before  
the Lord to prepare his way, to give his people knowledge of salvation by the  
forgiveness of their sins. 

In the tender compassion of our God, the dawn from on high shall break upon us,  
to shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
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SECOND READING        Philippians 1:3-11  

A 3I thank my God every time I remember you, 4constantly praying with joy in every 
one of my prayers for all of you, 5because of your sharing in the gospel from the 
first day until now. 6I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work 
among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. 7It is right for me 
to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of 
you share in God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense 
and confirmation of the gospel. 8For God is my witness, how I long for all of you 
with the compassion of Christ Jesus. 9And this is my prayer, that your love may 
overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight 10to help you to 
determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and 
blameless, 11having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through 
Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 

A The Word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                   LUKE 3:4, 6 
Alleluias sung by the congregation; Proper verse sung by soloist 

S  Prepare the way of the Lord. All flesh shall see the salvation of God.  

GOSPEL          Luke 3:1-6 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was 
governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of 
the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2during the 
high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of 
Zechariah in the wilderness. 3He went into all the region around the Jordan, 
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 4as it is written in 
the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, 
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“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
  make his paths straight. 
 5Every valley shall be filled, 
  and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
 and the crooked shall be made straight, 
  and the rough ways made smooth; 
 6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ” 

P The gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY     On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry    ELW 249 
Stanzas 1, 2 & 5 Only 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
A With the church of God around the world, let us affirm our faith in the words of 

the Apostles’ Creed.  

C  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 
right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

An assisting minister invites the assembly to pray for those in need. 

A In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that 
yearn for God’s presence. 

A brief silence. 

A You send messengers into the world to proclaim the day of your coming. Fill our 
bishops, pastors, deacons, and lay teachers with your truth, that their words and 
our lives witness to your grace. Hear us, O God. 

C   Your mercy is great. 
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A Send your Spirit to all living creatures that are endangered. Provide them with 
shelter and care, and bring us into right relationship with the earth that you 
created and call good. Hear us, O God. 

C   Your mercy is great. 

A  Send leaders to our nations, cities, schools, and businesses to work on behalf of 
those who have lost parents, spouses, and loved ones; immigrants; the 
imprisoned; those living in poverty; and all who are oppressed. Make them bold in 
their commitments to justice and reconciliation. Hear us, O God. 

C  Your mercy is great. 

A  Send prophets to speak difficult truths, even when they are poorly received. 
Embolden those who ask hard questions and challenge accepted ways. Instill in 
youth and elders alike a passion for pointing to Jesus in all things. Hear us, O God. 

C   Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

A  Send your servants to care for those who suffer. Use our ministries and our lives 
to reach out with compassion to those who are hungry, oppressed, lonely, or ill 
(especially). Grant them healing and wholeness. Hear us, O God. 

C   Your mercy is great. 

A  Confident that your work will be completed, we live in faith until the day of your 
coming. We remember your saints, both those publicly celebrated and those 
more humbly remembered (including names).  Hear us, O God. 

C   Your mercy is great. 

A  God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these 
prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus. 

C   Amen. 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

PEACE 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

OFFERING 
P        Let us offer with joy and thanksgiving what God has first given us: our selves, our 

time, and our possessions — signs of God’s gracious love.   

An offering is given to support the ministry of Christ’s church.    
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OFFERTORY PROCESSION 
The gifts are brought forward as we sing. 

OFFERTORY CANTICLE     Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful     ELW 184 
As the offering is presented, we stand and sing. 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A Let us pray.  [A brief silence]   
 God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, 

and with them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all 
those in need until the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
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DIALOGUE 
The presiding minister invites the people to prayer. 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

PREFACE      Spoken by the presiding minister 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

SANCTUS   Sung by the assembly         Isaiah 6:3 & Matthew 21:9     
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
The presiding minister offers a sacrifice of praise and thanks.  
P   Holy God, the Beginning and the End, 

our Salvation and our Hope, 
we praise you for creating a world of order and beauty. 

When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair, 
you sent the prophets to proclaim your justice and mercy. 

At this end of the ages 
your Son Jesus came to bring us your love 
and to heal all the suffering world. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, 
his life, death, and resurrection, 
we await his coming again 
in righteousness and peace. 

Send your Spirit on us 
and on this bread and wine we share: 
strengthen our faith, 
increase our hope, 
and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 

C   Amen 
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LORD'S PRAYER 

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as our Savior taught us: 

C  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The presiding minister invites the assembly to the table in the words of Zechariah 9:9: 

P Rejoice, O Jerusalem  
C The King is coming 

The assembly may be seated.  

COMMUNION  

Today, we will administer both the Body of Christ and his most precious Blood. 

We will use a pouring chalice to administer the Blood. After you have consumed the 
Body, a worship leader will pour from the shared chalice into an individual cup. When 
you have consumed this, please place the cup in a tray. 

If you prefer not to receive this way, please remember the words of St. Augustine, “but 
believe and thou hast eaten.” 

As the Minister gives the bread and wine, he or she says these words to each 
communicant: 

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.  

The communicant may say:  Amen. 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands. The presiding minister gives 
a table blessing. 
P Now, may the body of Our Lord Jesus Christ and his most precious blood 

strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C Amen 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assisting minister offers a prayer. 
A Let us pray.  [A brief pause] 
 God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the 

hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and 
to proclaim the greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BENEDICTION 

The presiding minister blesses the assembly in the name of the Trinity. 

P Almighty God, the Father, ☩ the Son and the Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  
C Amen. 

SENDING HYMN      Prepare the Royal Highway      ELW 264 
All Stanzas 
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DISMISSAL 
The Assisting Minister dismisses the assembly: 

A  Go in peace. Prepare your hearts.   
C  Thanks be to God! 

POSTLUDE  
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Bible Readings 
for Daily Prayer 

These may be read by themselves or  
as part of the Matins and Vespers services. 

 

Monday 
Psalm 126 
Isaiah 40:1-11 
Romans 8:22-25 
 

Tuesday 
Psalm 126 
Isaiah 19:18-25 
2 Peter 1:2-15 
 

Wednesday 
Psalm 126 
Isaiah 35:3-7 
Luke 7:18-30 
 

Thursday 
Isaiah 12:2-6 
Amos 6:1-8 
2 Corinthians 8:1-15 

 

Friday 
Isaiah 12:2-6 
Amos 8:4-12 
2 Corinthians 9:1-15 
 

Saturday 
Isaiah 12:2-6 
Amos 9:8-15 
Luke 1:57-66 
 

Sunday, 3rd Sunday of Advent, 
Year C 
Zephaniah 3:14-20 
Isaiah 12:2-6 
Philippians 4:4-7 
Luke 3:7-18 

 

 
 


