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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

ORGAN PRELUDE       
Let the Spirit prepare your heart for worship.  

INVOCATION  

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

The presiding minister may comment briefly on the service of the day and then invites 
the assembly to confess. 

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 

P Beloved in Christ, do you confess that by your own sins you have earned God’s 
wrath? 

C I confess it. 

P Do you truly regret these sins? 
C I regret them.  

P Do you forgive all those who have sinned against you? 
C I forgive them. 

P Are you trying to live according to the will of God? 
C I am trying. 

P Do you believe that God forgives sinners for the sake of Jesus Christ? 
C I believe it. 

The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness. 

P   Then may it be unto you according to your faith. 

By the command of our Lord Jesus Christ I forgive your sins, in the name of the 

Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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KYRIE     Sung by the Choir 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH  

As the wreath is lit, we sing a stanza of “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel,” ELW 257: 

O come, O come, great Lord of might, 

who to your tribes on Sinai's height 

in ancient times did give the law 

in cloud and majesty and awe. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

shall come to you, O Israel. 

APOSTOLIC GREETING       (2 Corinthians 13:14) 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us Pray. [A brief pause]  
Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the 
preaching of John, that, rejoicing in your salvation, we may bring forth the fruits 
of repentance; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen 
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WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading preaching and song. 

FIRST READING        Zephaniah 3:14-20 

A 14Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; 
  shout, O Israel! 
 Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 
  O daughter Jerusalem! 
 15The LORD has taken away the judgments against you, 
  he has turned away your enemies. 
 The king of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; 
  you shall fear disaster no more. 
 16On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 
 Do not fear, O Zion; 
  do not let your hands grow weak. 
 17The LORD, your God, is in your midst, 
  a warrior who gives victory; 
 he will rejoice over you with gladness, 
  he will renew you in his love; 
 he will exult over you with loud singing 
  18as on a day of festival. 
 I will remove disaster from you, 
  so that you will not bear reproach for it. 
 19I will deal with all your oppressors 
  at that time. 
 And I will save the lame 
  and gather the outcast, 
 and I will change their shame into praise 
  and renown in all the earth. 
 20At that time I will bring you home, 
  at the time when I gather you; 
 for I will make you renowned and praised 
  among all the peoples of the earth, 
 when I restore your fortunes 
  before your eyes, says the LORD. 

A The Word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM  (RESPONSIVE)       ISAIAH 12:2-6  

A  2Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid, 
  for the LORD GOD is my strength and my might, and has become my salvation. 

C  3With joy you will draw water 
  from the wells of salvation.  

A  4And you will say in that day: Give thanks to the LORD, call on God’s name; 
  make known the deeds of the LORD among the nations; proclaim that this  

name is exalted. 
C  5Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously; 

  let this be known in all the earth. 
A  6Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion, 

  for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.  

SECOND READING        Philippians 4:4-7  

A 4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your gentleness be 
known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6Do not worry about anything, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

A The Word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                   MATT 11:10 

Alleluias sung by the congregation; Proper verse sung by soloist 

S  I am sending my messenger before you, who will prepare your way before you.  

GOSPEL          Luke 3: 7-18 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

7John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of 
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vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruits worthy of 
repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our 
ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to 
Abraham. 9Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore 
that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” 

  10And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” 11In reply he said to 
them, “Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and 
whoever has food must do likewise.” 12Even tax collectors came to be baptized, 
and they asked him, “Teacher, what should we do?” 13He said to them, “Collect no 
more than the amount prescribed for you.” 14Soldiers also asked him, “And we, 
what should we do?” He said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by 
threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.” 

  15As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their 
hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16John answered all of 
them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is 
coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his 
threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn 
with unquenchable fire.” 

  18So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the 
people. 

P The gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY        Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers        ELW 244 
All Stanzas 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
A With the church of God around the world, let us affirm our faith in the words of 

the Apostles’ Creed.  

C  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 
right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

An assisting minister invites the assembly to pray for those in need. 

A In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that 
yearn for God’s presence. 

A brief silence. 

A Holy God, renew your church and raise up leaders who announce your good 
news. Call young people to the ministry of your Word and sacrament; bless 
seminarians in their studies. Hear us, O God. 

C   Your mercy is great. 
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A Creating God, your Spirit brought forth the earth and all that is in it. Breathe life 
into us, that we are inspired to live in harmony with one another and the planet. 
Hear us, O God. 

C   Your mercy is great. 

A  Shepherding God, you lead your people in paths of righteousness. Free your 
people from captivity to greed and point us to the freedom found in generosity. 
Hear us, O God. 

C  Your mercy is great. 

A  Rejoicing God, you exult over us in singing. Enliven the song of this assembly and 
bless the ministry of church musicians, especially our Adult Choir, Voices of Praise, 
Sunday School and handbell choirs. Join our voices to the song of all creation. 
Hear us, O God. 

C   Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

A  Nurturing God, you come near in times of worry and need. Cradle us in your arms, 
that we trust you and are not afraid. Attend to any who are hungry, imprisoned, 
or ill this day (especially). Hear us, O God. 

C   Your mercy is great. 

A  We give you thanks for your servants who showed us your goodness and grace 
(especially). Hear us, O God. 

C   Your mercy is great. 

A  God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these 
prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus. 

C   Amen. 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

PEACE 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

OFFERING 
P        Let us offer with joy and thanksgiving what God has first given us: our selves, our 

time, and our possessions — signs of God’s gracious love.   

An offering is given to support the ministry of Christ’s church.    
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OFFERTORY PROCESSION 
The gifts are brought forward as we sing. 

OFFERTORY CANTICLE      Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful       ELW 184 
As the offering is presented, we stand and sing. 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A Let us pray.  [A brief silence]   
 God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, 

and with them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all 
those in need until the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
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DIALOGUE 
The presiding minister invites the people to prayer. 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

PREFACE      Spoken by the presiding minister 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

SANCTUS   Sung by the assembly         Isaiah 6:3 & Matthew 21:9     
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
The presiding minister offers a sacrifice of praise and thanks.  

P   Holy God, the Beginning and the End, 
our Salvation and our Hope, 
we praise you for creating a world of order and beauty. 

When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair, 
you sent the prophets to proclaim your justice and mercy. 

At this end of the ages 
your Son Jesus came to bring us your love 
and to heal all the suffering world. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, 
his life, death, and resurrection, 
we await his coming again 
in righteousness and peace. 

Send your Spirit on us 
and on this bread and wine we share: 
strengthen our faith, 
increase our hope, 
and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 

C   Amen 
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LORD'S PRAYER 

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as our Savior taught us: 

C  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The presiding minister invites the assembly to the table in the words of Zechariah 9:9: 

P Rejoice, O Jerusalem  
C The King is coming 

The assembly may be seated.  

COMMUNION  

Today, we will administer both the Body of Christ and his most precious Blood. 

We will use a pouring chalice to administer the Blood. After you have consumed the 
Body, a worship leader will pour from the shared chalice into an individual cup. When 
you have consumed this, please place the cup in a tray. 

If you prefer not to receive this way, please remember the words of St. Augustine, “but 
believe and thou hast eaten.” 

As the Minister gives the bread and wine, he or she says these words to each 
communicant: 

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.  

The communicant may say:  Amen. 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands. The presiding minister gives 
a table blessing. 

P Now, may the body of Our Lord Jesus Christ and his most precious blood 
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C Amen 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assisting minister offers a prayer. 

A Let us pray.  [A brief pause] 
 God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the 

hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and 
to proclaim the greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BENEDICTION 

The presiding minister blesses the assembly in the name of the Trinity. 

P Almighty God, the Father, ☩ the Son and the Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  
C Amen. 

SENDING HYMN        Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart!        ELW 873 
All Stanzas 
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DISMISSAL 
The Assisting Minister dismisses the assembly: 

A  Go in peace. Prepare your hearts.   
C  Thanks be to God! 

POSTLUDE  
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Bible Readings 
for Daily Prayer 

These may be read by themselves or  
as part of the Matins and Vespers services. 

 

Monday 

Isaiah 11:1-9 

Numbers 16:1-19 

Hebrews 13:7-17 

 

Tuesday 

Isaiah 11:1-9 

Numbers 16:20-35 

Acts 28:23-31 

 

Wednesday 

Isaiah 11:1-9 

Micah 4:8-13 

Luke 7:31-35 

 

Thursday 

Psalm 80:1-7 

Jeremiah 31:31-34 

Hebrews 10:10-18 

 

Friday 

Psalm 80:1-7 

Isaiah 42:10-18 

Hebrews 10:32-39 

 

Saturday 

Psalm 80:1-7 

Isaiah 66:7-11 

Luke 13:31-35 

 

Sunday, 4th Sunday of 

Advent, Year C 

Micah 5:2-5a 

Luke 1:46b-55 or  

Psalm 80:1-7 

Hebrews 10:5-10 

Luke 1:39-45 [46-55] 
 

 

 


