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GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
ORGAN PRELUDE
Let the Spirit prepare your heart for worship.
INVOCATION
P
C

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The presiding minister may comment briefly on the service of the day and then invites
the assembly to confess.
BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection.
P Beloved in Christ, do you confess that by your own sins you have earned God’s
wrath?
C I confess it.
P
C

Do you truly regret these sins?
I regret them.

P
C

Do you forgive all those who have sinned against you?
I forgive them.

P
C

Are you trying to live according to the will of God?
I am trying.

P
C

Do you believe that God forgives sinners for the sake of Jesus Christ?
I believe it.

The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness.
P Then may it be unto you according to your faith.

C

By the command of our Lord Jesus Christ I forgive your sins, in the name of the
Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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KYRIE

Sung by the Choir

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
As the wreath is lit, we sing a stanza of “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel,” ELW 257:
O come, O Branch of Jesse's stem,
unto your own and rescue them!
From depths of hell your people save,
and give them victory o'er the grave.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to you, O Israel.
APOSTOLIC GREETING
(2 Corinthians 13:14)
P
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P

Let us Pray. [A brief pause]
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might,
free us from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and serve you
always, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

C

Amen
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WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading preaching and song.
FIRST READING
A

A
C

Micah 5:2-5a

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,
who are one of the little clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me
one who is to rule in Israel,
whose origin is from of old,
from ancient days.
3
Therefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labor has brought forth;
then the rest of his kindred shall return
to the people of Israel.
4
And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD,
in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great
to the ends of the earth;
5a
and he shall be the one of peace.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL CHOIR ANTHEMS
Led by Sally Ducharme, our youngsters will sing two songs.
• Away in a Manger
• We Three Kings
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SECOND READING
A

5

A
C

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Hebrews 10:5-10

Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said,
“Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired,
but a body you have prepared for me;
6
in burnt offerings and sin offerings
you have taken no pleasure.
7
Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’
(in the scroll of the book it is written of me).”
8
When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices
and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according
to the law), 9then he added, “See, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes the
first in order to establish the second. 10And it is by God’s will that we have been
sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
LUKE 1:38
Alleluias sung by the congregation; Proper verse sung by soloist

S

Here I am, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.

Luke 1:39-55
GOSPEL
P
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.
C
Glory to you, O Lord.
39
In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill
country, 40where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth.
41
When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed
are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43And why has this
happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 44For as soon as I
heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45And
blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken
5

to her by the Lord.”
46
And Mary said,
“My soul magnifies the Lord,
47
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
48
for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
49
for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.
50
His mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.
51
He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
52
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,
and lifted up the lowly;
53
he has filled the hungry with good things,
and sent the rich away empty.
54
He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,
55
according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”
P
C

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY

The Canticle of the Turning
All Stanzas

6

ELW 723
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED
A
With the church of God around the world, let us affirm our faith in the words of
the Apostles’ Creed.
C

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the
right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
An assisting minister invites the assembly to pray for those in need.
A

In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that
yearn for God’s presence.

A brief silence.
A

C
A

C
A

C
A

C

Nurturing God, you have established the church to proclaim your grace. Use our
gifts and ministries for your service, bringing your word to all who seek
reconciliation and transformation. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Creator God, you proclaim your boundless love for all that you have made. Renew
barren lands, polluted waters, and melting ice caps. Make us servants of your
creation that brings forth abundant life. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Righteous God, you bring down the mighty and lift up the lowly. Strengthen those
who seek justice. Bless the work of community organizers, activists, journalists,
and all who call our attention to imbalances of power. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Compassionate God, you proclaim your love and mercy. Show your lovingkindness
to teen parents and those who are pregnant. Comfort those struggling with
infertility, and teach all people to care for the young, the tender and the
defenseless. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
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A

C

Gracious God, you fill the hungry with good things. Bless the feeding ministries of
this congregation and community. Guide us to share your bounty with those who
hunger or live in poverty. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.
A
C
A

C
A
C

Healing God, you tend to our bodies, minds and souls. Bless those who await test
results, are in treatment and hospice care, and others in need (especially).
Your mercy is great.
Faithful God, you stir up the hearts of those who love you. We give you thanks for
those who, like Mary, were courageous in their witness (especially). Give us such
courage until that day when you fulfill all things. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these
prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus.
Amen.
MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

PEACE
P
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C
And also with you.
OFFERING
P
Let us offer with joy and thanksgiving what God has first given us: our selves, our
time, and our possessions — signs of God’s gracious love.
An offering is given to support the ministry of Christ’s church.
OFFERTORY PROCESSION
The gifts are brought forward as we sing.
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OFFERTORY CANTICLE
Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
As the offering is presented, we stand and sing.

ELW 184

OFFERTORY PRAYER
A
Let us pray. [A brief silence]
God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation,
and with them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all
those in need until the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord.
C
Amen.
DIALOGUE
The presiding minister invites the people to prayer.
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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PREFACE
Spoken by the presiding minister
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
SANCTUS

Sung by the assembly

Isaiah 6:3 & Matthew 21:9
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
The presiding minister offers a sacrifice of praise and thanks.
P
Holy God, the Beginning and the End,
our Salvation and our Hope,
we praise you for creating a world of order and beauty.
When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair,
you sent the prophets to proclaim your justice and mercy.
At this end of the ages
your Son Jesus came to bring us your love
and to heal all the suffering world.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
12

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,
his life, death, and resurrection,
we await his coming again
in righteousness and peace.
Send your Spirit on us
and on this bread and wine we share:
strengthen our faith,
increase our hope,
and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son.

C

Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.
Amen

LORD'S PRAYER
P
C

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as our Savior taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The presiding minister invites the assembly to the table in the words of Zechariah 9:9:
P
C

Rejoice, O Jerusalem
The King is coming

The assembly may be seated.
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COMMUNION
Today, we will administer both the Body of Christ and his most precious Blood.
We will use a pouring chalice to administer the Blood. After you have consumed the
Body, a worship leader will pour from the shared chalice into an individual cup. When
you have consumed this, please place the cup in a tray.
If you prefer not to receive this way, please remember the words of St. Augustine, “but
believe and thou hast eaten.”
As the Minister gives the bread and wine, he or she says these words to each
communicant:
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
The communicant may say: Amen.
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands. The presiding minister gives
a table blessing.
P
Now, may the body of Our Lord Jesus Christ and his most precious blood
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C
Amen
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
The assisting minister offers a prayer.
A
Let us pray. [A brief pause]
God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the
hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and
to proclaim the greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C
Amen
SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BENEDICTION
The presiding minister blesses the assembly in the name of the Trinity.
P
C

Almighty God, the Father, ☩ the Son and the Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN

Savior of the Nations, Come
Stanzas 1-3 & 6

DISMISSAL
The Assisting Minister dismisses the assembly:
A
C

Go in peace. Prepare your hearts.
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE
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Bible Readings

for Daily Prayer
These may be read by themselves or
as part of the Matins and Vespers services.

Friday, Dec. 24
Nativity of Our Lord I
Isaiah 9:2-7
Psalm 96
Titus 2:11-14
Luke 2:1-14 [15-20]

Monday
Psalm 113
Genesis 25:19-28
Colossians 1:15-20
Tuesday
Psalm 113
Genesis 30:1-24
Romans 8:18-30

Saturday, Dec. 25
Nativity of Our Lord III
Isaiah 52:7-10
Psalm 98
Hebrews 1:1-4 [5-12]
John 1:1-14

Wednesday
Luke 1:46b-55
Micah 4:1-5
Ephesians 2:11-22

Sunday, 1st Sunday of
Christmas, Year C
1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26
Psalm 148
Colossians 3:12-17
Luke 2:41-52

Thursday
Luke 1:46b-55
Micah 4:6-8
2 Peter 1:16-21
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