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  n the beginning was the Word, 

and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. iThe same was in the 
beginning with God. All things were made 

by him; and without him was not any thing made that 
was made. In him was life; and the life was the light 
of men. i And the light shineth in darkness; and the 
darkness comprehended it not. iThere was a man 
sent from God, whose name was John. The same came 
for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all 
men through him might believe. He was not that 
Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light. i 
That was the true Light, which lighteth every man 
that cometh into the world. He was in the world, and 
the world was made by him, and the world knew him 
not. He came unto his own, and his own received him 
not. i But as many as received him, to them gave he 
power to become the sons of God, even to them that 
believe on his name: Which were born, not of blood, 
nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but 

of God. i And the Word was made flesh, 
and dwelt among us, and we beheld his 
glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, 
full of grace and truth. St. John 1:1-14 
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GATHERING MUSIC 
 

Of the Father’s Love Begotten 
Sung by Voices of Praise 

 

Noel 
Sung by Voices of Praise 

 

See Amid the Winter’s Snow 
(Congregation: Please join VoP to sing the Chorus between each stanza) 

 

See amid the winter’s snow, born for us on earth below; 
See the tender Lamb appears, promis’d from eternal years: 
 

Chorus (all sing): 
Hail, thou ever-blessed morn! Hail, redemption’s happy dawn! 
Sing through all Jerusalem, Christ is born in Bethlehem. 
 

Lo, within a manger lies he who built the starry skies; 
He who, throned in height sublime, sits amid the cherubim: (Chorus) 
 

Say, ye holy shepherds, say what your joyful news today; 
Wherefore have ye left your sheep on the lonely mountain steep? (Chorus) 
 

‘As we watch’d at dead of night, lo, we saw a wondrous light; 
Angels singing “Peace on earth” told us of the Saviour’s birth.’     (Chorus) 
 

Sacred Infant, all divine, what a tender love was thine, 
Thus to come from highest bliss down to such a world as this! (Chorus) 

All sing: 
Teach, O teach us, Holy Child, by thy face so meek and mild, 
Teach us to resemble thee, in thy sweet humility:   (Chorus) 
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GREETING   
The Light shone in the darkness 
And the darkness did not overcome it.           John 1:5 
At midnight rose the cry: 
Behold the Bridegroom comes!            Matthew 25:6 
For the darkness is past 
And the true Light now shines.         I John 2:8 

 
The presiding minister welcomes the people. 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray.  [A brief silence]  Almighty God, you made this holy night 
shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant that here on earth 
we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake 
to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  
Amen.  
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HYMN:   Infant Holy, Infant Lowly    ELW 276   

 Infant holy, infant lowly, 
 for his bed a cattle stall; 
 oxen lowing, little knowing 
 Christ the child is Lord of all. 
 Swiftly winging, angels singing, 
 bells are ringing, tidings bringing: 
 Christ the child is Lord of all! 
 Christ the child is Lord of all! 

 Flocks were sleeping, shepherds keeping 
 vigil till the morning new 
 saw the glory, heard the story, 
 tidings of a gospel true. 
 Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow, 
 praises voicing, greet the morrow: 
 Christ the child was born for you! 
 Christ the child was born for you! 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING  Isaiah 52:7-10 

 7How beautiful upon the mountains 
  are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 
 who brings good news, 
  who announces salvation, 
  who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 
 8Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, 
  together they sing for joy; 
 for in plain sight they see 
  the return of the Lord to Zion. 
 9Break forth together into singing, 
  you ruins of Jerusalem; 
 for the Lord has comforted his people, 
  he has redeemed Jerusalem. 
 10The Lord has bared his holy arm 
  before the eyes of all the nations; 
 and all the ends of the earth shall see 
  the salvation of our God. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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EPISTLE READING   Hebrews 1:1-4  
1Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by 
the prophets, 2but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, 
whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created 
the worlds. 3He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint 
of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. 
When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right 
hand of the Majesty on high, 4having become as much superior to 
angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.  

The Word of the 
Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 
GOSPEL PROCESSION         
    
The book is carried into our midst 

before the reading, and then 
returned. 

 
 
 

On Christmas Night   ELW 274 
On Christmas night all Christians sing 
to hear the news the angels bring. 
On Christmas night all Christians sing 
to hear the news the angels bring: 
news of great joy, news of great mirth, 
news of our merciful king's birth. 
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GOSPEL READING   St. John 1:1-14 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the second chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came 
into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. 
What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of 
all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome it. 
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a 
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He 
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The true 
light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.  
10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet 
the world did not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his 
own people did not accept him. 12But to all who received him, who 
believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who 
were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, 
but of God. 
14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his 
glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

As the book is returned to its place, we sing. 
 

All out of darkness we have light, 
which made the angels sing this night. 

All out of darkness we have light, 
which made the angels sing this night: 

"Glory to God in highest heav'n; 
peace on earth, and goodwill. Amen." 
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SERMON   The Three Christmases           The Rev. Michael Church 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY       Away in a Manger  

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 
Dear Mary and Joseph lay Jesus’ sweet head. 
The stars with their shimmering songs fill the sky 
To sing their Creator his first lullaby. 

The cattle are mooing; the poor baby cries 
As Joseph, exhausted, wipes tears from his eyes. 
And Mary looks down on the face of her son: 
The infant in whom our new life is be-gun. 

How wondrous the myst’ry that God comes to earth, 
Where animals witness the pain of his birth. 
A Bethlehem stable is home for the night 
For Jesus, our star, our salvation, our light. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
Prayers are offered for the church, the 
world, and all in need.  After each 
petition: 
 

Lord, in your glory, 
Hear our prayer. 

 
  



 8 

OFFERING  
 An offering is received for the mission of the church, both here and abroad. 
 
OFFERING HYMN  “Creator of the Stars of Night”             

Played instrumentally as the Offering is received. 
Please rise and sing the final stanza as the gifts are brought forward 

To God the Father, God the Son, 
and God the Spirit, Three in One, 
praise, honor, might, and glory be 
from age to age eternally. Amen. 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray. [A brief pause.] 

Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among 
the poor to bring the riches of your grace. As you have blessed us with 
your gifts, let them be blessing for others. With the trees of the field, 
with all earth and heaven, we shout for joy at the coming of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord.   

Amen.  

SURSUM CORDA 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and 
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful 
God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
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In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened 
the eyes of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory, 

that, beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to love the 
God whom we cannot see. 

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER       “We give you thanks” 

On behalf of the assembly, the presiding minister offers a sacrifice of praise 
and thanksgiving.  

The particular prayer that we use tonight is among the oldest in our 
tradition. It is from ancient document called the Apostolic Tradition.  See 
how, in the spirit of Christmas, it speaks of Christ as the Word of God, 
inseparable from the Father and active in the Creation of the world. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever. Amen 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Holy things for holy people. 
Only one is holy:  Jesus Christ, to the Glory of God the Father. 

COMMUNION OF THE FAITHFUL 
• We believe that Christ is truly present in his supper.   
• All baptized Christians are invited to share in his Body and Blood.   
• When you come forward, consume the Host and drink from the chalice. 

Please do not intinct. 
• Those who do not wish to drink from the chalice may abstain, confident that 

God is fully present in both elements. 
• If you require communion in their pew, just tell an usher. 
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MUSIC DURING COMMUNION    Sung by Voices of Praise 
 

O Holy Night 
 
BLESSING & PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The presiding minister offers a blessing. 

May the true body of our Lord, Jesus Christ and his most precious 
blood strengthen you and preserve you unto eternal life. Amen. 

An assisting minister offers a prayer. 

Let us pray.  [A brief silence]  We give you thanks, O God, that in this 
bread and cup of Christ's very life, you give us food for our journey. 
As you led the magi by a star, as you brought the holy family home 
again, guide us on the way unfolding before us. Wherever we go, 
may our lives proclaim good news of great joy in Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 
CANDLE-LIGHTING CEREMONY 

As the flame is passed, be careful to protect yourself and those around you. 
Tip your unlit candle toward one that is lit. Please DO NOT TIP a lighted 
candle.  
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Silent Night  ELW 281  
 

 Silent night, holy night! 
 All is calm, all is bright 
 round yon virgin mother and child. 
 Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
 sleep in heavenly peace, 
 sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
 Silent night, holy night! 
 Shepherds quake at the sight; 
 glories stream from heaven afar, 
 heav'nly hosts sing, alleluia! 
 Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 
 Silent night, holy night! 
 Son of God, love's pure light 
 radiant beams from your holy face, 
 with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
 Jesus, Lord, at your birth, 
 Jesus, Lord, at your birth. 

BENEDICTION 

May the Word that Mary brought to birth carry you into new and 
abundant life. 
Amen. 
May the Word that Joseph cradled in his arms enfold you with love 
and strength. 
Amen. 
May the Word that angels proclaimed in song bring harmony to our 
world. 
Amen. 
And the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the Ê Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN   What Child is This?    ELW 296 
 

1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, 
 on Mary's lap is sleeping? 
 Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 
 while shepherds watch are keeping? 
 This, this is Christ the king, 
 whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
 haste, haste to bring him laud, 
 the babe, the son of Mary! 
 
2 Why lies he in such mean estate 
 where ox and ass are feeding? 
 Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 
 the silent Word is pleading. 

 Nails, spear shall pierce him through, 
 the cross be borne for me, for you; 
 hail, hail the Word made flesh, 
 the babe, the son of Mary! 
 
3 So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; 
 come, peasant, king, to own him. 
 The King of kings salvation brings; 
 let loving hearts enthrone him. 
 Raise, raise the song on high, 
 the virgin sings her lullaby; 
 joy, joy, for Christ is born, 
 the babe, the son of Mary! 

 

DISMISSAL 
 Go in peace.  Christ is with us. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE    Love Has Come        ELW 292 
 

 Love has come—a light in the darkness! 
Love shines forth in the Bethlehem skies. 
See, all heaven has come to proclaim it; 
hear how their song of joy arises:  
Love! Love! Born unto you, a Savior!  
Love! Love! Glory to God on high. 
 

 Love has come and never will leave us!  
Love is life everlasting and free. 
Love is Jesus within and among us. 
Love is the peace our hearts are seeking. 
Love! Love! Love is the gift of 
Christmas; 
Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high! 
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