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PRE-SERVICE SING-ALONG 

Song              I Wonder As I Wander 

I wonder as I wander, out under the sky,  
how Jesus the Savior did come for to die  

for poor ord’n’ry people like you and like I. 
I wonder as I wander, out under the sky. 

 

When Mary birthed Jesus, all in a cow’s stall,  
came wise men and farmers and shepherds and all,  

and high from the heavens a star’s light did fall; 
the promise of the ages it then did recall. 

 

If Jesus had wanted for any wee thing,  
a star in the sky or a bird on the sing,  

or all of God’s angels in heav’n for to sing,  
He surely could have had it, ‘cause he was the king. 

GATHERING 

Welcome Song       Prepare the Royal Highway       ELW 264 

Prepare the royal highway; the King of kings is near! 
Let ev’ry hill and valley a level road appear! 

Then greet the King of glory, foretold in sacred story: 
Hosanna to the Lord, for he fulfills God’s word! 

 

God’s people, see him coming: your own eternal king! 
Palm branches strew before him!  Spread garments!  Shout and sing! 

God’s promise will not fail you!  No more shall doubt assail you! 
Hosanna to the Lord, for he fulfills God’s word! 

 

Then fling the gates wide open to greet your promised king! 
Your king, yet ev’ry nation its tribute too may bring. 

All lands will bow before him; their voices join your singing: 
Hosanna to the Lord, for he fulfills God’s word! 

 

His is no earthly kingdom; it comes from heav’n above. 
His rule is peace and freedom and justice, truth, and love. 
So let your praise be sounding for kindness so abounding: 

Hosanna to the Lord, for he fulfills God’s word! 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah         ELW 240 

Light two candles to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness, 
He shall feed the flock like a shepherd, gently lead them homeward. 
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Confession and Forgiveness 

P Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence may be kept for reflection. 

C Gracious God, we confess that we have sinned in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. Forgive us 
and give us strength to turn from sin and to serve you in newness of life. 
Amen. 

The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness. 

P By water and the Holy Spirit, God gives us a new birth, and through the death 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ, God forgives us all our sins. Wherefore by 
the command of our Lord Jesus Christ and in his stead, I forgive you all your 
sins. 

C     Amen. 

Sharing the Peace 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you.  

Prayer of the Day 

L Let us pray. [A brief pause] 
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his 
coming give to all the people of the world knowledge of your salvation; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C   Amen. 

WORD 

First Reading          Malachi 3:1-4  
1See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord 
whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant 
in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2But who can 
endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? 

  For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3he will sit as a refiner and 
purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like 
gold and silver, until they present offerings to the LORD in righteousness. 4Then 
the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of 
old and as in former years. 

L   The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Benedictus  (responsive)     Luke 1:68-79 
68Blessed are you, Lord, the God of Israel, 
 you have come to your people and set them free. 
69You have raised up for us a mighty Savior, 
 born of the house of your servant David.  
70Through your holy prophets, you promised of old to save us from our enemies, 
 71from the hands of all who hate us, 
72to show mercy to our forebears, 
 and to remember your holy covenant. 
73This was the oath you swore to our father Abraham: 
 74to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 
free to worship you without fear, 
 75holy and righteous before you, all the days of our life.  
76And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, 
 for you will go before the Lord to prepare the way, 
77to give God’s people knowledge of salvation 
 by the forgiveness of their sins. 
78In the tender compassion of our God 
 the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 
79to shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
 and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

Second Reading         Philippians 1:3-11  
3I thank my God every time I remember you, 4constantly praying with joy in every 
one of my prayers for all of you, 5because of your sharing in the gospel from the 
first day until now. 6I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work 
among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. 7It is right for 
me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all 
of you share in God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense 
and confirmation of the gospel. 8For God is my witness, how I long for all of you 
with the compassion of Christ Jesus. 9And this is my prayer, that your love may 
overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight 10to help you to 
determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and 
blameless, 11having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through 
Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 

L   The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Gospel             Luke 3:1-6 

P   The holy gospel according to St. Luke. 
C   Glory to you, O Lord. 
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1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was 
governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of 
the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2during the 
high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of 
Zechariah in the wilderness. 3He went into all the region around the Jordan, 
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 4as it is written 
in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, 
 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
  make his paths straight. 
 5Every valley shall be filled, 
  and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
 and the crooked shall be made straight, 
  and the rough ways made smooth; 
 6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ” 

P   The Gospel of the Lord.   
C Praise to you, O Christ.  

Sermon 

Song of Day         All Who Are Thirsty 

All who are thirsty, all who are weak, 
Come to the fountain. 

Dip your heart in the stream of life. 
Let the pain and the sorrow be wash’d away 

In the waves of His mercy 
As deep cries out to deep. 

 

Refrain:  Come, Lord Jesus, come. 
Come, Lord Jesus, come. 
Come, Lord Jesus, come 
Come, Lord Jesus, come. 

(Repeat whole song) 
 

Holy Spirit, come. 
Holy Spirit, come, 
Holy Spirit, come, 
Holy Spirit, come. 

 

As deep cries out to deep, we sing…  (Refrain) 
 

Come, Lord Jesus, come. 
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Prayers of the People 

When prompted, call out names of people, places or organizations that are in 
need of God’s care. 

MEAL 

Sharing Our Gifts 

L Let us offer back to God what God has first given us: our selves, our time and 
our possessions, signs of his gracious love.  

Our offerings support the work of the church in Warrenton and the world. Please 
pass the baskets from front to back. You may also make an offering online at 
www.oslc-warrenton.org by clicking the “DONATE” tab on the homepage. 

Offering Song       Creator of the Stars of Night         ELW 245 

When this old world drew on toward night, 
You came; but not in splendor bright, 

Not as a monarch, but the child 
Of Mary, blessed mother mild. Amen. 

Dialogue 

The presiding minister invites the people to prayer. 

P  The Lord be with you. 
C  And also with you. 
P  Lift up your hearts. 
C  We lift them to the Lord. 
P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Thanksgiving Prayer 

The minister leads a prayer of thanksgiving, recalling God’s saving deeds, and 
calling the Holy Spirit to be present as we receive the Body and Blood of 
Jesus. 

Lord’s Prayer 

P  Let us pray as our Savior taught us. 
C  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
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Sharing Holy Communion 

All baptized Christians are invited to share Christ’s Body and Blood. If you 
wish to receive Holy Communion, please come forward and stand around the 
altar. You will be offered both the bread and cup. If you prefer not to drink, 
simply indicate this to the assisting minister. 

Communion Song          O Come, O Come       Sung by VoP 

Prayer After Communion 

L Let us pray together. [A brief pause] 
C  God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day 

when the hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known 
your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of your name, through Jesus 
Christ, our savior and Lord. Amen. 

SENDING 

Blessing 

P The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, ☩ be 

upon you now and forever. 
C Amen.  

Sending Song          People Look East            ELW 248 

People, look east. The time is near 
of the crowning of the year. 

Make your house fair as you are able, 
trim the hearth and set the table. 
People, look east, and sing today— 

Love, the Guest, is on the way. 
 

Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, 
one more seed is planted there. 

Give up your strength the seed to nourish, 
that in course the flow'r may flourish. 

People, look east, and sing today— 
Love, the Rose, is on the way. 

 

Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim, 
one more light the bowl shall brim, 
shining beyond the frosty weather, 
bright as sun and moon together. 

People, look east, and sing today— 
Love, the Star, is on the way. 

 

(Song continued on next page →) 
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Angels announce with shouts of mirth 
him who brings new life to earth. 
Set ev'ry peak and valley humming 
with the word, the Lord is coming. 
People, look east, and sing today— 

Love, the Lord, is on the way. 

Dismissal 

L   Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

POST-SERVICE SING-ALONG 

Song           O Come, All Ye Faithful         ELW 283 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant! 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

come and behold him, born the king of angels: 
 

Refrain: O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 
 

The highest, most holy, light of light eternal, 
born of a virgin, a mortal he comes; 

Son of the Father now in flesh appearing!  (Refrain) 
 

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 

Glory to God in the highest:  (Refrain) 
 

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning; 
Jesus, to thee be all glory giv'n! 

Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing:  (Refrain) 
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