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PRE-SERVICE SING-ALONG 

Song          It Came Upon the Midnight Clear      ELW 282 
It came upon the midnight clear, 

that glorious song of old, 
from angels bending near the earth 

to touch their harps of gold: 
"Peace on the earth, good will to all, 

from heav'n's all-gracious king." 
The world in solemn stillness lay 

to hear the angels sing. 
 

Still through the cloven skies they come 
with peaceful wings unfurled, 

and still their heav'nly music floats 
o'er all the weary world. 

Above its sad and lowly plains 
they bend on hov'ring wing, 

and ever o'er its babel sounds 
the blessed angels sing. 

 
And you, beneath life's crushing load, 

whose forms are bending low, 
who toil along the climbing way 

with painful steps and slow: 
look now, for glad and golden hours 

come swiftly on the wing; 
oh, rest beside the weary road 

and hear the angels sing! 
 

For lo! The days are hast'ning on, 
by prophets seen of old, 

when with the ever-circling years 
shall come the time foretold, 

when peace shall over all the earth 
its ancient splendors fling, 

and all the world give back the song 
which now the angels sing. 
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GATHERING 
Welcome Song      Now the Heavens Start to Whisper 

Now the heavens start to whisper, as the veil is growing thin. 
Earth from slumber wakes to listen to the stirring, faint within: 

Seed of promise, deeply planted, child to spring from Jesse’s stem! 
Like the soil beneath the frostline, hearts grow soft to welcome him. 

 

Heavy clouds that block the moonlight now begin to drift away. 
Diamond brilliance through the darkness shines the hope of coming day. 
Christ, the morning star of splendor, gleams within a world grown dim. 
Heaven’s ember fans to fullness; hearts grow warm to welcome him. 

 

Christ, eternal Sun of justice, Christ, the rose of wisdom’s seed, 
Come to bless the fire and fragrance hours of yearning, hurt, and need. 

In the lonely, in the stranger, in the outcast, hid from view; 
Child who comes to grace the manger, teach our hearts to welcome you. 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah         ELW 240 

Light three candles to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness, 
Lift your heads and lift high the gateway for the King of glory. 

Confession and Forgiveness 
P Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence may be kept for reflection. 
C Gracious God, we confess that we have sinned in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. Forgive 
us and give us strength to turn from sin and to serve you in newness of 
life. Amen. 

The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness. 
P By water and the Holy Spirit, God gives us a new birth, and through the 

death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, God forgives us all our sins. 
Wherefore by the command of our Lord Jesus Christ and in his stead, I 
forgive you all your sins. 

C     Amen. 

Sharing the Peace 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you.  
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Prayer of the Day 
L Let us pray. [A brief pause] 

Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the 
preaching of John, that, rejoicing in your salvation, we may bring forth the 
fruits of repentance; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C   Amen. 

WORD 
First Reading          Philippians 4:4-7  
4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your gentleness be 
known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6Do not worry about anything, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

L   The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Psalm  (responsive)       Isaiah 12:2-6 
2Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid, 
 for the LORD GOD is my strength and my might, and has become my salvation. 
3With joy you will draw water 
 from the wells of salvation.  
4And you will say in that day: Give thanks to the LORD, call on God’s name; 
 make known the deeds of the LORD among the nations; proclaim that this 
name is exalted. 
5Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously; 
 let this be known in all the earth. 
6Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion, 
 for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. 

Gospel             Luke 3: 7-18 
P   The holy gospel according to St. Luke. 
C   Glory to you, O Lord. 
7John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of 
vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruits worthy of 
repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our 
ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to 
Abraham. 9Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree 
therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” 
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  10And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” 11In reply he said to 
them, “Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and 
whoever has food must do likewise.” 12Even tax collectors came to be baptized, 
and they asked him, “Teacher, what should we do?” 13He said to them, “Collect 
no more than the amount prescribed for you.” 14Soldiers also asked him, “And 
we, what should we do?” He said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone 
by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.” 

  15As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in 
their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16John 
answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more 
powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He 
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his 
hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but 
the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

  18So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the 
people. 

P   The Gospel of the Lord.   
C Praise to you, O Christ.  

Sermon 

Song of Day      Angel from the Realms of Glory       ELW 275 
Angels, from the realms of glory, 
wing your flight o'er all the earth; 

once you sang creation's story, 
now proclaim Messiah's birth: 

 

Refrain: Come and worship, come and worship, 
worship Christ, the newborn king. 

 

Shepherds, in the fields abiding, 
watching o'er your flocks by night, 

God with us is now residing, 
yonder shines the infant light. (Refrain) 

 

Sages, leave your contemplations, 
brighter visions beam afar; 

seek the great desire of nations, 
you have seen his natal star. (Refrain) 

 

(Song continued next page →) 
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All creation, join in praising 
God, the Father, Spirit, Son, 
evermore your voices raising 

to the eternal Three in One. (Refrain) 

Prayers of the People 
When prompted, call out names of people, places or organizations that are 
in need of God’s care. 

MEAL 
Sharing Our Gifts 
L Let us offer back to God what God has first given us: our selves, our time 

and our possessions, signs of his gracious love.  

Our offerings support the work of the church in Warrenton and the world. 
Please pass the baskets from front to back. You may also make an offering 
online at www.oslc-warrenton.org by clicking the “DONATE” tab on the 
homepage. 

Offering Song       Creator of the Stars of Night         ELW 245 
At your great name, O Jesus, now 

All knees must bend, all hearts must bow: 
All things on earth with one accord, 

like those in heav’n, shall call you Lord. Amen. 

Dialogue 
The presiding minister invites the people to prayer. 
P  The Lord be with you. 
C  And also with you. 
P  Lift up your hearts. 
C  We lift them to the Lord. 
P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Thanksgiving Prayer 
The minister leads a prayer of thanksgiving, recalling God’s saving deeds, 
and calling the Holy Spirit to be present as we receive the Body and Blood 
of Jesus. 
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Lord’s Prayer 
P  Let us pray as our Savior taught us. 
C  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever. Amen. 

Sharing Holy Communion 
All baptized Christians are invited to share Christ’s Body and Blood. If you 
wish to receive Holy Communion, please come forward and stand around the 
altar. You will be offered both the bread and cup. If you prefer not to drink, 
simply indicate this to the assisting minister. 

Communion Song          Joseph’s Lullaby       Sung by VoP 

Prayer After Communion 
L Let us pray together. [A brief pause] 
C  God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day 

when the hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make 
known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of your name, through 
Jesus Christ, our savior and Lord.  Amen. 

SENDING 
Blessing 
P The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, ☩ 

be upon you now and forever. 
C Amen.  

Sending Song           Joy to the World           ELW 267 
Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her king; 
Let ev’ry heart prepare him room and heav’n and nature sing, 

and heav’n and nature sing, and heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!  Let all their songs employ, 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

(Song continued next page →) 
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No more let sin and sorrow grow nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make his blessings flow far as the curse is found, 

Far as the curse is found, far as, far as the curse is found. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the nations prove 
The glories of his righteousness and wonders of his love, 

And wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love. 
Dismissal 
L   Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

POST-SERVICE SING-ALONG 
Song         Good Christian Friends, Rejoice     ELW 288 

Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 
Give ye heed to what we say: Jesus Christ is born today; 
Ox and ass before him bow, and he is in the manger now. 

Christ is born today!  Christ is born today! 
 

Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 
Now ye hear of endless bliss: Jesus Christ was born for this! 

He has opened heaven’s door, and we are blest forevermore. 
Christ was born for this!  Christ was born for this! 

 

Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 
Now ye need not fear the grave; Jesus Christ was born to save! 

Calls you one and calls you all to gain the everlasting hall. 
Christ was born to save!  Christ was born to save! 
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