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GATHERING
Welcome Song

Angels We Have Heard on High
(Please hum along as Voices of Praise sings.)

Angels we have heard on high,
sweetly singing o'er the plains,
and the mountains in reply,
echoing their joyous strains.
Refrain: (Make a joyful noise during the refrain.)
Gloria in excelsis Deo;
gloria in excelsis Deo.
Shepherds, why this jubilee?
Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be
which inspire your heav'nly song? (Refrain)
Come to Bethlehem and see
him whose birth the angels sing;
come, adore on bended knee
Christ the Lord, the newborn king. (Refrain)
Confession and Forgiveness
P Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence may be kept for reflection.
C Gracious God, we confess that we have sinned in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
Forgive us and give us strength to turn from sin and to serve you in
newness of life. Amen.
The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness.
P By water and the Holy Spirit, God gives us a new birth, and through
the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, God forgives us all our sins.
Wherefore by the command of our Lord Jesus Christ and in his stead, I
forgive you all your sins.
C
Amen.
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Sharing the Peace
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
L Let us pray. [A brief pause]
Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit
and revealed him as your beloved Son. Keep all who are born of water
and the Spirit faithful in your service, that we may rejoice to be called
children of God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
WORD
Responsive Reading

Isaiah 43:1-7

(Congregation’s part is in bold)
1But

now thus says the LORD,
he who created you, O Jacob,
he who formed you, O Israel:
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you;
I have called you by name, you are mine.
2When

you pass through the waters, I will be with you;
and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned,
and the flame shall not consume you.
3For

I am the LORD your God,
the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.
I give Egypt as your ransom,
Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you.
4Because

you are precious in my sight,
and honored, and I love you,
I give people in return for you,
nations in exchange for your life.
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5Do

not fear, for I am with you;
I will bring your offspring from the east,
and from the west I will gather you;

6I

will say to the north, “Give them up,”
and to the south, “Do not withhold;
bring my sons from far away
and my daughters from the end of the earth—
7everyone

who is called by my name,
whom I created for my glory,
whom I formed and made.”

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Gospel
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
P The holy gospel according to St. Luke.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
15As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in
their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16John
answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is
more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his
sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing
fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat
into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”
21Now

when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had
been baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, 22and the Holy
Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came
from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”
P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon
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Song of Day
Joy to the World
ELW 267
Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her king;
Let ev’ry heart prepare him room and heav’n and nature sing,
and heav’n and nature sing, and heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.
Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ,
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy.
No more let sin and sorrow grow nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make his blessings flow far as the curse is found,
Far as the curse is found, far as, far as the curse is found.
He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the nations prove
The glories of his righteousness and wonders of his love,
And wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love.
Prayers of the People
When prompted, call out names of people, places or organizations that
are in need of God’s care.
MEAL
Sharing Our Gifts
L Let us offer back to God what God has first given us: our selves, our
time and our possessions, signs of his gracious love.
Our offerings support the work of the church in Warrenton and the world.
Please pass the baskets from front to back. You may also make an
offering online at www.oslc-warrenton.org by clicking the “DONATE” tab
on the homepage.
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Dialogue
The presiding minister invites the people to prayer.
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Thanksgiving Prayer
The minister leads a prayer of thanksgiving, recalling God’s saving
deeds, and calling the Holy Spirit to be present as we receive the Body
and Blood of Jesus.
Lord’s Prayer
P Let us pray as our Savior taught us.
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.
Sharing Holy Communion
All baptized Christians are invited to share Christ’s Body. If you wish to
receive Holy Communion, please come forward and stand around the
altar.
Communion Song

All Who Are Thirsty

Sung by VoP

Prayer After Communion
L Let us pray together. [A brief pause]
C God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that
day when the hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to
make known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of your name,
through Jesus Christ, our savior and Lord. Amen.
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SENDING
Blessing
P The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with
us, ☩ be upon you now and forever.
C Amen.
Sending Song

Let the River Flow
Sung by VoP
Let the poor man say, “I am rich in Him.”
Let the lost man say, “I am found in Him.”
Let the river flow.
Let the blind man say, “I can see again.”
Let the dead man say, “I am born again.”
Let the river flow. Let the river flow.
Refrain: Let the river flow. Let the river flow.
Holy Spirit come. Move in power.
Let the river flow. (Repeat Song)
Let the river flow. (Let the river flow.)
Let the river flow. (Let the river flow.)
Let the river flow. (Let the river flow.)
Let the river flow. (Refrain)

Dismissal
L Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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