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GATHERING 
PRELUDE 

THE GREETING 
The presiding minister may comment briefly on the service of the day, and then invites 
the assembly to confess.  

THE CONFESSION OF SINS 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection.  

Beloved in Christ: Do you confess that by your own sins you have earned God’s 
wrath? 

I confess it. 

Do you truly regret these sins? 

I regret them. 

Do you forgive all those who have sinned against you? 

I forgive them. 

Are you trying to live according to the will of God? 

I am trying. 

Do you believe that God forgives sinners for the sake of Jesus Christ? 

I believe it. 

Then may it be unto you according to your faith. 

Almighty and merciful God grant you healing, pardon, and forgiveness of all your sins.  

Amen. 

  

Ceremonial and Confession During Lent 
 
In these forty days of fasting, prayer and almsgiving, it is customary to omit the word “alleluia” from 
our worship. Some churches also silence their bells and cover up their decorative art, at least during 
Holy Week. In the spirit of penitence, Psalm 51 is used as an offertory canticle. 
 
And although we continue to confess our sins and pray for God’s forgiveness, the formal words of 
absolution are deferred until Maundy Thursday. The particular form of confession we will use this 
morning is adapted from the Hungarian-speaking Lutherans of Transylvania. 
 
If you are conscious of particular sins which trouble you, it is always possible to confess and receive 
individual absolution from one of our pastors. 
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THE GATHERING HYMN    Come to Me, All Pilgrims Thirsty           ELW 777 
Stanzas 1-4 only 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 
As the song concludes, the presiding minister and the assembly greet one another with 
the words of 2 Corinthians 13:14 . 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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KYRIE 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The presiding minister offers the Prayer of the Day. 

Let us pray.  

Eternal God, your kingdom has broken into our troubled world through the life, 
death, and resurrection of your Son. Help us to hear your word and obey it, and bring 
your saving love to fruition in our lives, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING    (Isaiah 55:1-9) 
1Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; 

   and you that have no money, come, buy and eat! 
  Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 
  2Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 
   and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 
  Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, 
   and delight yourselves in rich food. 
  3Incline your ear, and come to me; 
   listen, so that you may live. 
  I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 
   my steadfast, sure love for David. 
  4See, I made him a witness to the peoples, 
   a leader and commander for the peoples. 
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5See, you shall call nations that you do not know, 
   and nations that do not know you shall run to you, 
  because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, 
   for he has glorified you. 
 

  6Seek the LORD while he may be found, 
   call upon him while he is near; 
  7let the wicked forsake their way, 
   and the unrighteous their thoughts; 
  let them return to the LORD, that he may have mercy on them, 
   and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 
  8For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
   nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD. 
  9For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
   so are my ways higher than your ways 
   and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
The reading concludes:  

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

THE PSALM       (Psalm 63:1-8) 
1O God, you are my God; eagerly I seek you; 

my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you,  
 as in a dry and weary land where there is no water. 
2Therefore I have gazed upon you in your holy place, 

that I might behold your power and your glory. 
3For your steadfast love is better than life itself; 

my lips shall give you praise. 
4So will I bless you as long as I live 

and lift up my hands in your name.  
5My spirit is content, as with the richest of foods, 

and my mouth praises you with joyful lips, 
6when I remember you upon my bed, 

and meditate on you in the night watches. 
7For you have been my helper, 

and under the shadow of your wings I will rejoice. 
8My whole being clings to you; 

your right hand holds me fast.  
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SECOND READING:                 (1 Corinthians 10:1-13) 
1I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all 
under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, 2and all were baptized into Moses in 
the cloud and in the sea, 3and all ate the same spiritual food, 4and all drank the same 
spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual rock that followed them, and the rock 
was Christ. 5Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them, and they were 
struck down in the wilderness. 
 6Now these things occurred as examples for us, so that we might not desire evil as 
they did. 7Do not become idolaters as some of them did; as it is written, “The people 
sat down to eat and drink, and they rose up to play.” 8We must not indulge in sexual 
immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. 9We 
must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did, and were destroyed by 
serpents. 10And do not complain as some of them did, and were destroyed by the 
destroyer. 11These things happened to them to serve as an example, and they were 
written down to instruct us, on whom the ends of the ages have come. 12So if you 
think you are standing, watch out that you do not fall. 13No testing has overtaken you 
that is not common to everyone. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tested 
beyond your strength, but with the testing he will also provide the way out so that 
you may be able to endure it. 

The reading concludes:  

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel in the words of Joel 2:13. 

GOSPEL     (St. Luke 13:1-9) 

The holy gospel according to St. Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
1At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans whose 
blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. 2[Jesus] asked them, “Do you think that 
because these Galileans suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all other 
Galileans?3No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as they did. 4Or 
those eighteen who were killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them—do you think 
that they were worse offenders than all the others living in Jerusalem? 5No, I tell you; 
but unless you repent, you will all perish just as they did.” 
 6Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he 
came looking for fruit on it and found none. 7So he said to the gardener, ‘See here! 
For three years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it 
down! Why should it be wasting the soil?’ 8He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more 
year, until I dig around it and put manure on it. 9If it bears fruit next year, well and 
good; but if not, you can cut it down.’ ” 

The gospel concludes: 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY         Blessed Assurance      ELW 688 
All Stanzas 
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During Lent, we confess the faith using this ancient baptismal creed. 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED     

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand 
of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
An assisting minister invites the assembly to pray for those in need. 

Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the world, and 
all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 
We pray for the church: for pastors, deacons, bishops, chaplains, and missionaries; for 
church councils, committee chairs, and all lay ministry leaders; for congregations that  
contemplate the future of their ministry. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

For the poor: that they may have not only what they need to survive, but to prosper.  
Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

For the powerful: that they may use their strength not for their own purposes, but for  
yours, and so protect the weak and the oppressed.  Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

For the proud: that they may learn humility from the story of your Son, and stand in  
awe of your presence. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

For the penitent: that you may hear their confession, forgive their sins, and sustain  
them in the disciplines of the Christian life. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

For peace: in Ukraine, in Yemen, and in Ethiopia; that you may cast down the tyrants  
and lift up the lowly, displacing the rule of violence and death with your own kingdom  
of justice and mercy. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
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For those who call upon you for mercy: for all who feel tested beyond their strength;  
for those who are hospitalized or near death, and for all in need of healing (especially).  
Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

For those whose earthly journeys have ended, we give thanks. With (names and) all  
the saints, we praise you for the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and  
the life everlasting. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 

MEAL 
OFFERING SENTENCE 
The Assisting Minister invites the assembly to give with the words of Psalm 51:14. 

Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good your vows to the Most High. 

OFFERING 
An offering is received for the work of the church. 

OFFERTORY PROCESSION 
As the offering is presented, we stand.    (Psalm 51) 
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OFFERING PRAYER         Church of Scotland, adapted 
The assisting minister leads the assembly in prayer. 

Let us pray. [A brief silence] 

Heavenly Father,  

you have given us riches beyond measure. We can only return a fraction of what we 
owe you; but we ask, Lord, that you will bless our offerings and help us to use them 
wisely in your service and for your glory. Amen. 

DIALOGUE 
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks. 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

PREFACE 
The presiding minister continues with the Preface of the season. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior 
Jesus Christ. 

You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal 
feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your 
grace. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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SANCTUS             Isaiah 6:3 & Matthew 21:9 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
On behalf of the assembly, the presiding minister offers a sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 

Holy God, 
our living Water and our merciful Guide, 
together with rivers and seas, wells and springs 
we bless and magnify you. 

You led your people Israel through the desert, 
and provided them water from the rock. 

We praise you for Christ, our Rock and our Water, 
who joined us in our desert, pouring out his life for the world. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and resurrection, 

we await your salvation for all this thirsty world. 
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Pour out your Spirit on this holy food 
and on all the baptized gathered for this feast: wash away our sin, 
that we may be revived for our journey by the love of Christ. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 

Amen 

LORD’S PRAYER 
The presiding minister may introduce the Lord’s Prayer. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The presiding minister addresses the assembly in the words of Deuteronomy 8:3. 

One does not live by bread alone,  
but by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord. 

The assembly may be seated.  

COMMUNION CANTICLE:   Agnus Dei         John 1:29 
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COMMUNION 
We believe that Christ is truly present in the bread and wine of his Supper. All baptized 
Christians are welcome to receive Christ in his Supper.   

We will receive the sacred Blood from a common cup. If you prefer not to receive this way, 
you may abstain in confidence that our Lord is fully and equally present in either element. 

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person may respond 
Amen. 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION       
The organ or other instruments may play  

BLESSING 
After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands. The presiding minister gives 
a table blessing. 

May the true Body of our Lord Jesus Christ and his most precious Blood strengthen 
you and preserve you unto everlasting life.  

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION                            ELW, p. 65 
The assisting minister offers this or a similar prayer. 

Let us pray. [A brief pause] 

Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in 
our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a 
making of peace; and our prayers, the song of grateful hearts; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord 

Amen. 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BENEDICTION 
The presiding minister blesses the assembly 

Almighty God, the Father, ☩ the Son and the Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
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SENDING SONG      When Peace, Like a River (It Is Well with My Soul)   ELW 668 
All Stanzas  

 

DISMISSAL 
The assisting minister sends the assembly into mission. 

Go in peace. Remember the poor.  
Thanks be to God. 
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Bible Readings 
for Daily Prayer 

These may be read by themselves or  
as part of the Matins and Vespers services. 

 
Monday 
Psalm 39 
Jeremiah 11:1-17 
Romans 2:1-11 
 

Tuesday 
Psalm 39 
Ezekiel 17:1-10 
Romans 2:12-16 
 

Wednesday 
Psalm 39 
Numbers 13:17-27 
Luke 13:18-21 
 

Thursday 
Psalm 32 
Joshua 4:1-13 
2 Corinthians 4:16—5:5 

Friday  
Psalm 32 
Joshua 4:14-24 
2 Corinthians 5:6-15 
 

Saturday  
Psalm 32 
Exodus 32:7-14 
Luke 15:1-10 
 

Sunday – 4th Sunday in Lent 
Joshua 5:9-12 
Psalm 32 
2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 
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