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GATHERING 

Gathering Songs           I’ll Fly Away 
Some glad morning when this life is o'er, I'll fly away. 

To a home on God's celestial shore, I'll fly away. 
 

Chorus:  I'll fly away, O glory; I'll fly away. 
When I die, hallelujah, by and by, I'll fly away. 

 

When the shadows of this life have grown, I'll fly away. 
Like a bird from prison bars has flown, I'll fly away.  (Chorus)  

 

Just a few more weary days and then I'll fly away. 
To a land where joys shall never end, I'll fly away.  (Chorus) 

 Just a Closer Walk with Thee     ELW 697 
Refrain: Just a closer walk with thee, 

grant it, Jesus, is my plea; 
daily walking close to thee, 

let it be, dear Lord, let it be. 
 

 I am weak but thou art strong: 
Jesus, keep me from all wrong; 

I'll be satisfied as long 
as I walk, let me walk close to thee.  (Refrain) 

 

Through this world of toil and snares, 
if I falter, Lord, who cares? 

Who with me my burden shares? 
None but thee, dear Lord, none but thee.  (Refrain) 

 

When my feeble life is o'er, 
time for me will be no more; 
guide me gently, safely o'er 

to thy kingdom shore, to thy shore.  (Refrain) 

Softly and Tenderly 
Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, 

Calling for you and for me; 
See, on the portals He's waiting and watching, 

Watching for you and for me. 
 

Chorus:  Come home, come home, 
Ye who are weary, come home; 

Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling – 
Calling, “O sinner, come home!” 

 

Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading, 
Pleading for you and for me? 
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Why should we linger and heed not His mercies, 
Mercies for you and for me?  (Chorus) 

 

Time is now fleeting, the moments are passing, 
Passing from you and from me; 

Shadows are gathering, deathbeds are coming, 
Coming for you and for me.  (Chorus) 

 

O for the wonderful love He has promised, 
Promised for you and for me; 

Though we have sinned, He has mercy and pardon, 
Pardon for you and for me.  (Chorus) 

Confession and Forgiveness 
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence may be kept for reflection. 
P Beloved in Christ: Do you confess that by your own sins you have earned God’s 

wrath? 
C I confess it. 
P Do you truly regret these sins? 
C I regret them.  
P Do you forgive all those who have sinned against you? 
C I forgive them.  
P Are you trying to live according to the will of God? 
C I am trying.  
P Do you believe that God forgives sinners for the sake of Jesus Christ? 
C I believe it.  

The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness. 
P Then may it be unto you according to your faith.  

 By the command of our Lord Jesus Christ I forgive your sins, in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C    Amen. 

Sharing the Peace 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you.  

Prayer of the Day 
L Let us pray. [A brief pause] 

God of compassion, you welcome the wayward, and you embrace us all with your 
mercy. By our baptism clothe us with garments of your grace, and feed us at the 
table of your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C   Amen. 
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WORD 

First Reading     Joshua 5:9-12 
9The LORD said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace of Egypt.” 
And so that place is called Gilgal to this day. 
 10While the Israelites were camped in Gilgal they kept the passover in the evening 
on the fourteenth day of the month in the plains of Jericho. 11On the day after the 
passover, on that very day, they ate the produce of the land, unleavened cakes and 
parched grain. 12The manna ceased on the day they ate the produce of the land, and 
the Israelites no longer had manna; they ate the crops of the land of Canaan that year. 

L  The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Song               Blessed Assurance 
Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!  
O what a foretaste of glory divine! 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God,  

Born of His Spirit, washed in His blood. 
 

Chorus:  This is my story, this is my song,  
Praising my Savior all the day long; 

This is my story, this is my song,  
Praising my Savior all the day long. 

 

Perfect submission, perfect delight!  
Visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 

Angels descending, bring from above  
Echoes of mercy, whispers of love.  (Chorus) 

 

Perfect submission -- all is at rest,  
I in my Savior am happy and blest; 

Watching and waiting, looking above,  
Filled with His goodness, lost in His love.  (Chorus) 

Second Reading    2 Corinthians 5:16-21  
16From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even 
though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in 
that way. 17So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has 
passed away; see, everything has become new! 18All this is from God, who reconciled 
us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; 19that 
is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses 
against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. 20So we are 
ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you 
on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our sake he made him to be sin who 
knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

L   The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel        Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32  
P   The holy gospel according to St. Luke. 
C   Glory to you, O Lord. 

1Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] 2And 
the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes 
sinners and eats with them.” 

 3So he told them this parable: 11b“There was a man who had two sons. 12The 
younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that 
will belong to me.’ So he divided his property between them. 13A few days later the 
younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country, and there he 
squandered his property in dissolute living. 14When he had spent everything, a 
severe famine took place throughout that country, and he began to be in need. 15So 
he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him 
to his fields to feed the pigs. 16He would gladly have filled himself with the pods 
that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. 17But when he came to 
himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands have bread enough and to 
spare, but here I am dying of hunger! 18I will get up and go to my father, and I will 
say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; 19I am no longer 
worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.” ’ 20So he set 
off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was 
filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. 21Then 
the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no 
longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, 
bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and 
sandals on his feet. 23And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and 
celebrate; 24for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is 
found!’ And they began to celebrate. 

 25“Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the 
house, he heard music and dancing. 26He called one of the slaves and asked what 
was going on. 27He replied, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the 
fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.’ 28Then he became angry 
and refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead with him. 29But he 
answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for 
you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even 
a young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. 30But when this son of yours 
came back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted 
calf for him!’ 31Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all 
that is mine is yours. 32But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of 
yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.’ ” 

P   The Gospel of the Lord.   
C  Praise to you, O Christ.  

Sermon 
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Song of the Day          Amazing Grace 
Amazing grace! How sweet the sound,  

That saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found,  

Was blind, but now I see. 
 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,  
And grace my fears relieved; 

How precious did that grace appear,  
The hour I first believed! 

 

The Lord has promised good to me,  
His Word my hope secures; 

He will my shield and portion be,  
As long as life endures. 

 

Through many dangers, toils and snares,  
I have already come; 

'Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far,  
And grace will lead me home. 

 

Yea when this flesh and heart shall fail,  
And mortal life shall cease; 

I shall possess within the veil,  
A life of joy and peace. 

 

When we've been there ten thousand years,  
Bright shining as the sun; 

We've no less days to sing God's praise,  
Than when we first begun. 

Prayers of the People 
When prompted, call out names of people, places or organizations that are in need 
of God’s care. 

MEAL 

Sharing Our Gifts 
L Let us offer back to God what God has first given us: our selves, our time and our 

possessions, signs of his gracious love.  

Our offerings support the work of the church in Warrenton and the world. Please pass 
the baskets from front to back. You may also make an offering online at www.oslc-
warrenton.org by clicking the “DONATE” tab on the homepage. 

Offertory Song              Still              
Hide me now under Your wings. 

Cover me within Your mighty hand. 
 



7 

Refrain:  When the oceans rise and thunders roar, 
I will soar with You above the storm. 
Father, You are King over the flood. 
I will be still and know You are God. 

 

Find rest, my soul in Christ alone. 
Know His pow’r in quietness and trust.  (Refrain) 

Dialogue 
The presiding minister invites the people to prayer. 
P  The Lord be with you. 
C  And also with you. 
P  Lift up your hearts. 
C  We lift them to the Lord. 
P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Thanksgiving Prayer 
The minister leads a prayer of thanksgiving, recalling God’s saving deeds, and 
calling the Holy Spirit to be present as we receive the Body and Blood of Jesus. 

Lord’s Prayer 
P  Let us pray as our Savior taught us. 
C  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen. 

Sharing Holy Communion 
All baptized Christians are invited to share Christ’s Body. If you wish to receive Holy 
Communion, please come forward and stand around the altar.  

Communion Song         Come Alive (Dry Bones)       Sung by VoP 

Prayer After Communion 
L Let us pray together. [A brief pause] 
C  Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us  

in our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a 
making of peace; and our prayers, the song of grateful hearts; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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SENDING 
Blessing 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
C Amen.  

Sending Song s             Nothing But the Blood 
What can wash away my sin? Nothing but the blood of Jesus; 

What can make me whole again? Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 
 

Chorus:  O, precious is the flow that makes me white as snow; 
No other fount I know, nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

 

For my pardon this I see, nothing but the blood of Jesus; 
For my cleansing, this my plea, nothing but the blood of Jesus.  (Chorus) 

 

Nothing can for sin atone, nothing but the blood of Jesus; 
Naught of good that I have done, nothing but the blood of Jesus.  (Chorus) 

 

This is all my hope and peace, nothing but the blood of Jesus; 
This is all my righteousness, nothing but the blood of Jesus.  (Chorus) 

I Saw the Light 
I wandered so aimless, life filled with sin,  

I wouldn't let my dear Savior in; 
Then, Jesus came like a stranger in the night –  

Praise the Lord! I saw the light. 
 

Chorus:  I saw the light, I saw the light, no more in darkness, no more in night; 
(And) now I'm so happy, no sorrow in sight -- Praise the Lord! I saw the light. 

 

Just like a blind man I wandered along,  
worries and fears I claimed for my own; 

Then, like the blind man that God gave back his sight –  
Praise the Lord! I saw the light.  (Chorus) 

 

I was a fool to wander and stray,  
straight is the gate and narrow the way; 
Now I have traded the wrong for the right –  
Praise the Lord! I saw the light. (Chorus) 

Dismissal 
L   Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
C Thanks be to God.   
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