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GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit Calls Us Into Community 
 
PRELUDE 

THE GREETING 
The presiding minister may comment briefly on the service of the day, and then 
invites the assembly to confess.  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

The presiding minister may comment briefly on the service of the day, and then 
invites the assembly to confess.  

Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart, and confess our sins to 
God our Father, imploring him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

Almighty God, merciful Father: 

I, a troubled and penitent sinner, confess to 
you all my sins and iniquities with which I 
have offended you and for which I justly 
deserve your punishment. But I am sorry for 
them, and repent of them, and pray for your 
boundless mercy. 

For the sake of the suffering and death of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, be gracious and 
merciful to me, a poor sinful being; forgive my 
sins, give me your Holy Spirit for the 
amendment of my sinful life, and bring me to life 
everlasting. Amen 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for his 
sake God forgives you all your sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ he gives 
the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. 

Amen 
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GATHERING HYMN            Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing          ELW 389 

 
  



 4 

APOSTOLIC GREETING     (2 Corinthians 13:14) 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The presiding minister offers the Prayer of the Day. 

Let us pray. 
O God of life, you reach out to us amid our fears with the wounded hands of 
your risen Son. By your Spirit’s breath revive our faith in your mercy, and 
strengthen us to be the body of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   
Amen. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

The assembly is seated. 
FIRST READING    (Acts 9:1-6) 

1Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went 
to the high priest 2and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so 
that if he found any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring 
them bound to Jerusalem. 3Now as he was going along and approaching Damascus, 
suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4He fell to the ground and 
heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 5He asked, 
“Who are you, Lord?” The reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 
6But get up and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.” 

The reading concludes:  
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

  



 5 

THE PSALM       (Psalm 30) 
1I will exalt you, O LORD, because you have lifted me up 
    and have not let my enemies triumph over me. 
2O LORD my God, I cried out to you, 
 and you restored me to health. 
3You brought me up, O LORD,  from the dead; 
 you restored my life as I was going down to the grave. 
4Sing praise to the LORD,  all you faithful; 
 give thanks in holy remembrance.  
5God’s wrath is short; God’s favor lasts a lifetime. 
 Weeping spends the night, but joy comes in the morning. 
6While I felt secure, I said, 
 “I shall never be disturbed. 
7You, LORD, with your favor, made me as strong as the mountains.” 
 Then you hid your face, and I was filled with fear. 
8I cried to you, O LORD; 
 I pleaded with my Lord, saying, 
9“What profit is there in my blood, if I go down to the pit? 
 Will the dust praise you or declare your faithfulness? 
10Hear, O LORD, and have mercy upon me; 
 O LORD, be my helper.”  
11You have turned my wailing into dancing; 
 you have put off my sackcloth and clothed me with joy. 
12Therefore my heart sings to you without ceasing; 
 O LORD my God, I will give you thanks forever.   

SECOND READING:                 (Revelation 5:11-14) 
11Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne 
and the living creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and 
thousands of thousands, 12singing with full voice, 
 “Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered 
 to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might 
 and honor and glory and blessing!” 
13Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in 
the sea, and all that is in them, singing, 
 “To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb  
 be blessing and honor and glory and might 
 forever and ever!” 
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14And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” And the elders fell down and 
worshiped. 

The reading concludes:  

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

GOSPEL     (St. John 21:1-19) 

The holy gospel according to St. John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
1After [he appeared to his followers in Jerusalem,] Jesus showed himself again to 
the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he showed himself in this way. 
2Gathered there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael 
of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. 3Simon 
Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” 
They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 

 4Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know 
that it was Jesus. 5Jesus said to them, “Children, you have no fish, have you?” 
They answered him, “No.” 6He said to them, “Cast the net to the right side of the 
boat, and you will find some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to 
haul it in because there were so many fish. 7That disciple whom Jesus loved said 
to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put 
on some clothes, for he was naked, and jumped into the sea. 8But the other 
disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far 
from the land, only about a hundred yards off. 
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 9When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, 
and bread. 10Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just 
caught.” 11So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large 
fish, a hundred fifty-three of them; and though there were so many, the net was 
not torn. 12Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the 
disciples dared to ask him, “Who are you?” because they knew it was the 
Lord. 13Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same 
with the fish. 14This was now the third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples 
after he was raised from the dead. 

 15When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of 
John, do you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know 
that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 16A second time he said to 
him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know 
that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Tend my sheep.” 17He said to him the third 
time, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter felt hurt because he said to 
him the third time, “Do you love me?” And he said to him, “Lord, you know 
everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. 18Very 
truly, I tell you, when you were younger, you used to fasten your own belt and 
to go wherever you wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch out your 
hands, and someone else will fasten a belt around you and take you where you 
do not wish to go.” 19(He said this to indicate the kind of death by which he 
would glorify God.) After this he said to him, “Follow me.” 

The gospel concludes: 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY      Lord, You Give the Great Commission       ELW 579 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
An assisting minister invites the assembly to pray for those in need 

Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for 
the church, people in need, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 
Holy One of new beginnings, fill us with new life. Send us into the world as you 
sent your apostles Philip and James, to invite people to come and see your 
wondrous acts in Christ. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Revive ecosystems along coastlands that have been devastated by natural forces 
and human negligence. Reestablish plant and animal life that purifies air and 
water and that feeds humans and other living creatures. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Accompany laborers who get little rest from their work. Give them hope when 
they struggle to produce what they need. Give all who labor fair treatment and 
just wages. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Restore all people who cry to you for help (especially). Turn their mourning into 
dancing, clothe them with joy, and put a testimony of healing and praise on their 
lips. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 



 10 

Be present to faithful ones who are persecuted for following you (and especially 
the church in . . .). Sustain them by your faithfulness, and give them strength in 
the name of Jesus. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
Join our voices with angels, creatures, and all the saints in praising Christ and 
bestowing upon him all blessing and honor and glory. Reveal Christ’s glory to us 
and through us in our worship. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving 
Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 

PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
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MEAL 

OFFERING 
Let us offer back to God what God has first given to us:  our selves, our time, 
and our possessions, signs of his gracious love. 

An offering is gathered to support the work of the church. 

As the offering is presented, we stand and sing.        (Old Hundredth) 

OFFERING PRAYER     
The assisting minister offers this or a similar prayer. 

Let us pray. [A brief silence] 

Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth 
and nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who 
hunger in any way, that all may know your care; and prepare us now to 
feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 



 12 

DIALOGUE  
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks. 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

PREFACE 
The presiding minister continues with the Preface of the season. 

It is indeed right … join their unending hymn: 

SANCTUS  

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
On behalf of the assembly, the presiding minister offers a sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
The presiding minister may introduce the Lord’s Prayer. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The presiding minister invites the assembly to the table in the words of 1 
Corinthians 5:7 

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast. 

The assembly may be seated.  

COMMUNION 
We believe that Christ is truly present in the bread and wine of his Supper. All 
baptized Christians are welcome to receive Christ in his Supper.   

We will receive the sacred Blood from a common cup. If you prefer not to receive this 
way, you may abstain in confidence that our Lord is fully and equally present in either 
element. 

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person may respond 
Amen. 
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COMMUNION SONG:   Agnus Dei            (St. John 1:29) 

COMMUNION MUSIC  
The Organ may play softly as we share the Lord’s Supper 

BLESSING 
After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands. The presiding minister 
offers a blessing.  

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assisting minister offers this or a similar prayer. 

Let us pray. [A brief pause] 

Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s Resurrection, you send light 
to conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to 
nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s 
Resurrection, that we may show your glory to the world, through that 
same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Christ Lord. 
Amen. 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BENEDICTION 
The presiding minister blesses the assembly in the name of the Trinity. 

Almighty God, the Father, ☩ the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless you now and 
forever. 
Amen. 

SENDING SONG              Go, My Children, with My Blessing          ELW 377 

 
  



 16 

DISMISSAL 
The assisting minister sends the assembly into mission. 

Go in peace. Remember the poor.  
Thanks be to God.  

 

Bible Readings 
for Daily Prayer 

These may be read by themselves or as part of the Matins and Vespers services. 
 

Monday 
Psalm 121 
Ezekiel 1:1-25 
Acts 9:19b-31 
 

Tuesday 
Psalm 121 
Ezekiel 1:26—2:1 
Acts 26:1-18 
 

Wednesday 
Psalm 121 
Isaiah 6:1-8 
Luke 5:1-11 
 

Thursday 
Psalm 23 
Ezekiel 11:1-25 
Revelation 5:1-10 

 

Friday  
Psalm 23 
Ezekiel 20:39-44 
Revelation 6:1—7:4 
 

Saturday  
Psalm 23 
Ezekiel 28:25-26 
Luke 12:29-32 
 

Sunday –  
4th Sunday of Easter 
Acts 9:36-43 
Psalm 23 
Revelation 7:9-17 
John 10:22-30 
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