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Songs are found in the red hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
PRELUDE Bettie Shiflett 
 
WELCOME 
P In the name of the Father, and of the ! Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to struggle 

against sin, death, and the devil—all that keeps us from loving God and each other. 
This is the struggle to which we were called at baptism.  
Within the community of the church, God never wearies of forgiving sin and giving 
the peace of reconciliation. On this night let us confess our sin against God and our 
neighbor, and enter the celebration of the great Three Days reconciled with God 
and with one another. 

Please stand and turn to face the cross. 
 
P Beloved in Christ: Do you confess that by your own sins you have earned God’s 

wrath? 
C I confess it. 
P Do you truly regret these sins? 
C I regret them. 
P Do you forgive all those who have sinned against you? 
C I forgive them. 
P Are you trying to live according to the will of God? 
C I am trying. 
P Do you believe that God forgives sinners for the sake of Jesus Christ? 
C I believe it. 
P Then may it be unto you according to your faith. 

By the command of our Lord Jesus Christ I forgive your sins, in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN  What Feast of Love  (ELW 487) 
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GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray.  
P Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus gave us a new 

commandment, to love one another as he loves us. Write this commandment in our 
hearts, and give us the will to serve others as he was the servant of all, your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
Please be seated. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING: Exodus 12:1-14 
1The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: 2This month shall mark 

for you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. 3Tell the 
whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for 
each family, a lamb for each household. 4If a household is too small for a whole lamb, 
it shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in 
proportion to the number of people who eat of it. 

5Your lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from the 
sheep or from the goats. 6You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; then 
the whole assembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight. 7They shall 
take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in 
which they eat it. 8They shall eat the lamb that same night; they shall eat it roasted 
over the fire with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. 9Do not eat any of it raw or boiled 
in water, but roasted over the fire, with its head, legs, and inner organs. 10You shall let 
none of it remain until the morning; anything that remains until the morning you shall 
burn.   

11This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your 
staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the LORD. 12For I 
will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in 
the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will 
execute judgments: I am the LORD. 13The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses 
where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy 
you when I strike the land of Egypt. 
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  14This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a 
festival to the LORD; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual 
ordinance. 
R The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

 23For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus 
on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, 24and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance 
of me.”  

25In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  

26For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes. 
 
R  The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Please stand. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL: John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
 
P The holy gospel according to St. John, the 13th chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

1Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to 
depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the 
world, he loved them to the end. 2The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas 
son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper 3Jesus, knowing that the Father 
had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going to 
God, 4got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. 
5Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe 
them with the towel that was tied around him. 

6He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 
7Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will 
understand.” 8Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, 
“Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.” 9Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not 
my feet only but also my hands and my head!” 10Jesus said to him, “One who has 
bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are 
clean, though not all of you.” 11For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he 
said, “Not all of you are clean.” 

  12After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the 
table, he said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? 13You call me Teacher 
and Lord—and you are right, for that is what I am. 14So if I, your Lord and Teacher, 
have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15For I have set you 
an example, that you also should do as I have done to you. 16Very truly, I tell you, 
servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one 
who sent them. 17If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.” … 

 31b“Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. 32If 
God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him 
at once. 33Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as 
I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ 34I give you 
a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also 
should love one another. 35By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you 
have love for one another.” 
P The gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 

Please be seated. 

SERMON 
Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 

Please stand. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  As the Grains of Wheat  (ELW 465) 
 

  

 

 

 

 

ELW Setting 4:  Copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS009239. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 
1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of 
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A On this holy night, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who await from the 
Lord great and abundant mercy. 

A brief silence. 
A By the cross of Christ, mend the brokenness of your church. Where there is 

division, grant healing. Where there is fracture, grant unity. Where there are 
growing pains, grant peace and joy. Bless Elizabeth and Robert, our bishops, 
Michael and Terri, our pastors, and Pastor Toby and all who serve in our partner 
congregation, Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Papua New Guinea.  Lord, in 
your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
A By the cross of Christ, mend the brokenness of the creation. Put an end to 

destruction and renew our commitment to the fullness of life you intend for every 
living thing. Send your wisdom to scientists who seek ways to heal the earth.  Lord, 
in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
A By the cross of Christ, mend the brokenness of the human family. Bring 

understanding and a spirit of cooperation to nations and communities in conflict, 
especially Yemen, Ethiopia and Ukraine. Guide those who seek to bring healing 
and aid, especially Lutheran World Relief . Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P By the cross of Christ, mend the brokenness of those who suffer in mind, body, and 

spirit (especially). Feed those who hunger, give shelter to those without a home, heal 
the sick, and grant rest to the dying. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P By the cross of Christ, mend the brokenness within us. Cast out all fear of 

separation from you, and join us to the communion of saints who celebrate at your 
eternal banquet table (especially). Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Into the arms of your tender embrace, O God, we commend ourselves and all for 

whom we pray, trusting in the one who, on the cross, opened his arms to all: Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
PEACE 
P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 

Please be seated. 
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MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

COMMUNION CLASS BLESSING 
P Dear friends, as we gather to recall the night in which Jesus shared his Last Supper, 

we celebrate.  We celebrate that God loves us always.  We celebrate that we can 
learn (and then learn some more!) about the amazing Communion Meal.  And we 
celebrate with the students who have been learning about this Feast of Love.   

P First, we invite Yvonne Rodgers to come forward.  Yvonne has been the initiate 
teacher for 2022.   

A Two students have completed the Holy Communion classes this year. August 
Steigelman cannot be with us tonight.  Augie received his first Communion years 
ago, and has taken this class to deepen his understanding of the sacrament.   

 Martin Rocca, who is among us, will tonight share in the sacred Meal for the first 
time. I invite Martin to come forward for a blessing. 

The Presider asks God to bless the student.  All return to their places for the Offering. 
P Let us now offer back to God what God has first given us – ourselves, our time, and 

our possessions – signs of God’s gracious love. 

OFFERING   

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 

OFFERTORY – CREATE IN ME      Please stand. 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
A Let us pray. [A brief silence] 
A Merciful God, receive the sacrifice of our praise and thanksgiving and the offering 

of our lives and possessions, that following in the way of the cross, we may know 
the joy of the resurrection; through Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks. 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with your spirit. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE FOR HOLY WEEK 
P It is indeed right…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
SANCTUS – HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
The Presider prays to ask God to consecrate the Meal.  Please focus your attention on the Lord’s 

Body and Blood. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us 
C Therefore let us keep the feast. 
 
AGNUS DEI – LAMB OF GOD 

 
Please be seated.  
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COMMUNION INSTRUCTIONS 
 
Communing of Communion Class and Parents.  After the worship leaders receive communion, 
the Communion Class gathers around the altar.  They receive Communion first, and then 
commune their parents.   
  
Welcome to the Lord’s Table!  We commune tonight at the rail.  Please come forward at the 
direction of the ushers and kneel or stand round the altar.  If you prefer not to receive from the 
shared chalice, simply cross your arms to indicate this to the ministers. 
 
This church welcomes all baptized Christians who are communing members of their own 
congregation to share in the Sacrament. To learn about becoming a baptized Christian, please 
speak to one of our pastors.  Those who do not receive may come forward for a blessing and are 
asked to cross their arms over their heart to let the servers know you are not communing.  
Those who would like to receive communion at their seat are asked to notify the usher.  
 
COMMUNION HYMN  One Bread, One Body (ELW 496) 
 Let Us Break Bread Together (ELW 471) 
  

Please stand. 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
P The Body of Christ, and his most precious Blood, preserve you unto eternal life. 
C Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A Let us pray.  Lord Jesus, in a wonderful sacrament you strengthen us with the 

saving power of your suffering, death, and resurrection. May this sacrament of your 
body and blood so work in us that the fruits of your redemption will show forth in 
the way we live, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C Amen. 
The benediction is omitted until the Easter Vigil on Saturday night. 
 

The assembly sits or kneels. 
 
STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR Psalm 22    
 

All depart in silence.  
 


