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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at 
baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 

The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness with these or similar words. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 
church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 

forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG        God is Here!         ELW 526 
Stanzas 1 & 2 only 

1 God is here! As we your people 
 meet to offer praise and prayer, 
 may we find in fuller measure 
 what it is in Christ we share. 
 Here, as in the world around us, 
 all our varied skills and arts 
 wait the coming of the Spirit 
 into open minds and hearts. 
 
2 Here are symbols to remind us 
 of our lifelong need of grace; 
 here are table, font, and pulpit; 
 here the cross has central place. 
 Here in honesty of preaching, 
 here in silence, as in speech, 
 here, in newness and renewal, 
 God the Spirit comes to each. 

 
Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000 

Text © 1979 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.  
All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 

Let us pray. 

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

O God, form the minds of your faithful people into your one will. Make us love 
what you command and desire what you promise, that, amid all the changes of 
this world, our hearts may be fixed where true joy is found, your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

Amen. 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE:   Dignus est Agnus    (Revelation 5: 11-13) 
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The assembly is seated. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING:   ACTS 11: 16: 16-34 

A reading from Acts. 
16One day, as we were going to the place of prayer, we met a slave-girl who had 
a spirit of divination and brought her owners a great deal of money by fortune-
telling. 17While she followed Paul and us, she would cry out, “These men are 
slaves of the Most High God, who proclaim to you a way of salvation.” 18She 
kept doing this for many days. But Paul, very much annoyed, turned and said to 
the spirit, “I order you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it 
came out that very hour. 

 19But when her owners saw that their hope of making money was gone, they 
seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace before the 
authorities. 20When they had brought them before the magistrates, they said, 
“These men are disturbing our city; they are Jews 21and are advocating customs 
that are not lawful for us as Romans to adopt or observe.” 22The crowd joined 
in attacking them, and the magistrates had them stripped of their clothing and 
ordered them to be beaten with rods. 23After they had given them a severe 
flogging, they threw them into prison and ordered the jailer to keep them 
securely. 24Following these instructions, he put them in the innermost cell and 
fastened their feet in the stocks. 

 25About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and 
the prisoners were listening to them. 26Suddenly there was an earthquake, so 
violent that the foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the 
doors were opened and everyone’s chains were unfastened. 27When the jailer 
woke up and saw the prison doors wide open, he drew his sword and was 
about to kill himself, since he supposed that the prisoners had escaped. 28But 
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Paul shouted in a loud voice, “Do not harm yourself, for we are all here.” 29The 
jailer called for lights, and rushing in, he fell down trembling before Paul and 
Silas. 30Then he brought them outside and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be 
saved?” 31They answered, “Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, 
you and your household.” 32They spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all 
who were in his house. 33At the same hour of the night he took them and 
washed their wounds; then he and his entire family were baptized without 
delay. 34He brought them up into the house and set food before them; and he 
and his entire household rejoiced that he had become a believer in God. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 97 

 1The LORD reigns; let the earth rejoice; 
 let the multitude of the isles be glad. 
2Clouds and darkness surround the LORD, 
 righteousness and justice are the foundations of God’s throne. 
3Fire goes before the LORD, 
 burning up enemies on every side. 
4Lightnings light up the world; 
 the earth sees and trembles. 
5The mountains melt like wax 
 before the Lord of all the earth. 
6The heavens declare your righteousness, O LORD, 
 and all the peoples see your glory.  
7Confounded be all who worship carved images and delight in false gods! 
 Bow down before the LORD,  all you gods. 
8Zion hears and is glad, and the cities of Judah rejoice, 
 because of your judgments, O LORD. 
9For you are the LORD, most high over all the earth; 
 you are exalted far above all gods. 
10You who love the LORD, hate evil! 
 God guards the lives of the saints and rescues them  

from the hand of the wicked. 
11Light dawns for the righteous, 
 and joy for the honest of heart. 
12Rejoice in the LORD, you righteous, 
 and give thanks to God’s holy name. 
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SECOND READING: REVELATION 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21 

A reading from Revelation. 
12“See, I am coming soon; my reward is with me, to repay according to 
everyone’s work. 13I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the 
beginning and the end.” 

 14Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they will have the right to 
the tree of life and may enter the city by the gates. 
 16“It is I, Jesus, who sent my angel to you with this testimony for the 
churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.” 
 17The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.” 
 And let everyone who hears say, “Come.” 
 And let everyone who is thirsty come. 
 Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a gift. 
 20The one who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” 
  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 
 21The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints. Amen. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation       (John 6:68) 
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

GOSPEL: JOHN 17:20-26 

The holy gospel according to St. John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus prayed:] 20“I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those 
who will believe in me through their word, 21that they may all be one. As you, 
Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may 
believe that you have sent me. 22The glory that you have given me I have given 
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them, so that they may be one, as we are one, 23I in them and you in me, that 
they may become completely one, so that the world may know that you have 
sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. 24Father, I desire that 
those also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my 
glory, which you have given me because you loved me before the foundation of 
the world. 

 25“Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know you; and these 
know that you have sent me. 26I made your name known to them, and I will 
make it known, so that the love with which you have loved me may be in them, 
and I in them.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon 

HYMN OF THE DAY       Baptized and Set Free      ELW 453 
Stanzas 1, 2 & 4 only 

1 We are people created,  
chosen by God. 

 Then we're washed, ever gently,  
in mercy and love. 

 Sin has power no more.  
Jesus opened the door 

 to a fountain bringing healing,  
and wholeness and more. 

 

2 We are fed and we're nourished,  
filled and refreshed. 

 Then our hunger returns and  
again we are blessed. 

 For whatever the need,  
God is greater indeed: 

 endless ocean, always deeper  
than all of our need. 

 

4 Now with praise and thanksgiving,  
we join the song. 

 All are welcome! We gather  
to sing loud and strong. 

 Not enslaved, but set free!  
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From now on, all will be 
 one in Jesus, one in water,  

baptized and set free! 
 

Text: Cathy Skogen-Soldner, b. 1956 
Text © 1999 Augsburg Fortress. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
An assisting minister leads the prayers. 

Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for 
the church, people in need, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

Holy God, make your people one as you and your Son are one. Hold us in unity 
with Elizabeth and Robert our bishops, with Pastor Tobby and the people of 
Good Shepherd, Bialla, in Papua New Guinea; and with believers of every 
nation and in all times. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Keep in our minds Americans who have died in war. May we honor their 
memory and your will by pursuing peace among nations. Bring a swift end to 
the violence in Ukraine, Ethiopia, Syria and Yemen. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

As we join in mourning those slain in a Buffalo grocery store and Uvalde, Texas 
elementary school, inspire your church to teach love and reconciliation to a 
troubled nation. Let us seek justice without vengeance and show benevolence 
without weakness. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Stir imagination and understanding throughout the church in the work of 
poets, theologians, and hymnwriters (like Jiri Tranovský, whom we 
commemorate today). Lead us into new visions and fresh expressions of your 
presence. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Grant freedom to all who are overwhelmed by chronic illness, depression, or 
constant worry. Bring healing and hope to (names). God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 



 10 

Unite us with the saints who have died and been raised in Jesus (especially 
names). Train us to wait with eager longing for Christ to come again, even as 
we sense his presence with us now. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-
giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 

PEACE         (John 20:19, 21, 26) 
The presiding minister and assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, 
“Peace be with you,” or similar words. 

The assembly is seated. 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

OFFERING  

Let us offer back to God what God has first given us: our selves, our time, and 
our possessions, signs of God’s gracious love.  

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church. During this time, the table is set. 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM              Sung by the Adult Choir 

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church. During this time, the table is 
set. 

DOXOLOGY 
As the offering is presented, we stand and sing.        (Old Hundredth) 
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OFFERING PRAYER     

The assisting minister offers this or a similar prayer. 

Let us pray. [A brief silence] 

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower 
us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad 
and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 

DIALOGUE 
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks. 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb 

who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, 

and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the 

resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and 

archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn: 

SANCTUS          (Isaiah 6:3) 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
On behalf of the assembly, the presiding minister offers a sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. 

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is 
the majesty of your glory. 

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. 
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We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will 
and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 
me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and 
death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his 
coming again, 

we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are 
able; 

we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with your 
Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, and these your own gifts of 
bread and wine,  

so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ may be filled with 
heavenly blessing and grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be 
formed to live as your holy people and be given our inheritance with all your 
saints. 

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy 
church, now and forever. 

Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
The presiding minister may introduce the Lord’s Prayer. 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as our Savior taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The presiding minister invites the assembly in the words of 1 Corinthian 5:7. 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.  
Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia. 

The assembly may be seated. The bread may be broken for the communion. 

COMMUNION 
When giving the bread, the communion ministers say 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person may respond 
Amen. 

COMMUNION SONG:   Agnus Dei       (John 1:29) 

Assembly song and other music may accompany the communion. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assisting minister leads the  prayer after communion. 

Let us pray. 
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to 
conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your 
people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may 
show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
Amen. 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BLESSING 
The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

PRAYERS FOR MEMORIAL DAY 

SENDING SONG      O Beautiful for Spacious Skies      ELW 888 

1 O beautiful for spacious skies, 
 for amber waves of grain, 
 for purple mountain majesties 
 above the fruited plain: 
 America! America! 
 God shed his grace on thee, 
 and crown thy good with 

brotherhood 
 from sea to shining sea. 
 

2 O beautiful for heroes proved 
 in liberating strife, 
 who more than self their country 

loved, 
 and mercy more than life: 
 America! America! 

 May God thy gold refine, 
 till all success be nobleness, 
 and ev'ry gain divine. 
 

3 O beautiful for patriot dream 
 that sees beyond the years 
 thine alabaster cities gleam, 
 undimmed by human tears: 
 America! America! 
 God mend thine ev'ry flaw, 
 confirm thy soul in self-control, 

 thy liberty in law.

Text: Katherine L. Bates, 1859-1929 

DISMISSAL 
The assisting minister sends the assembly into mission. 

Go in peace. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 

 
 
  



 

Bible Readings 
for Daily Prayer 

These may be read by themselves or  
as part of the Matins and Vespers services. 

 

Monday 

Psalm 29 

Exodus 40:16-38 

Acts 16:35-40 
 

Tuesday 

Psalm 29 

2 Chronicles 5:2-14 

Acts 26:19-29 
 

Wednesday 

Psalm 29 

Ezekiel 3:12-21 

Luke 9:18-27 
 

Thursday –  

Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 

Isaiah 32:11-17 

Galatians 5:16-25 

 

Friday  

Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 

Isaiah 44:1-4 

Galatians 6:7-10 
 

Saturday  

Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 

2 Kings 2:1-15a 

Luke 1:5-17 
 

Sunday –  

Day of Pentecost 

Acts 2:1-21 or Genesis 

11:1-9 

Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 

Romans 8:14-17 or Acts 

2:1-21 

John 14:8-17 [25-27] 
 


