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The Time of the Church: 
A Season of Growth and Gathering Strength 
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WORSHIP 
WORSHIP UNDER THE TREES 
A Saturday Night Special – August

Worship God in the midst 
of nature! Join Voices of 
Praise for an outdoor ser-
vice in August — date TBA 
in weekly news. Sing along 
with the birds, grow along 
with the plants, and share 
with all God’s creation in 
praising the Creator. 

WEEKEND WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
• Saturday Night (5:30pm): A relaxed and joyful

celebration of God’s presence among us.
• First Light (Sunday at 8:00am): Our Saviour’s

early morning service is short and meditative,
with music played on organ, piano, cello or even
flute.

• Adult Sunday School (Sunday at 9:00am) – A
close look at the Lord’s Prayer

• Organ & Choir (Sunday at 10:30am): Vintage Lu-
theranism: liturgical but not stuffy, with a con-
stant focus on God’s love, communicated
through the Word and Sacraments.
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SPIRITUALITY 
A BREATH OF FRESH AIR… 

BY TINA KORTE, CERTIFIED SPIRITUAL DIRECTOR 

 “You’re a breath of fresh air!” When was the last time you used 
or heard those words? Sadly, it’s been a long measure of time for 
most of us. Covering up our breathing apparatus (nose and 
mouth) out of fear, caution and safety, made any air around us 
suspect. Wearing masks everywhere was our new norm during 
the covid pandemic. No one had fresh air.  
Gratefully, we have always found our unspoiled air in scripture. 
The original breath of fresh air appears in Genesis 2:7. God 
breathes into Adam, “the breath of life”.  
Check out the Psalms. In Ps 104:30, we find David sharing, 
“When God gives us breath, life is created” and we “renew the 
face of the earth.” 
In John 20:22 Jesus gives us the breath that renews all things, 
the Holy Spirit.  
We are dependent on God for every breath we take. Breath 
doesn’t get any sweeter than that!  
And there is so much more!  
Sometime ago, someone suggested to me to get a Bible with red 
words. Have you got one handy? When you do, begin in Matthew 
and continue through the gospels, reading only the red words 
(these are the words spoken by Jesus)! Hang on as you turn the 
pages into exciting new territory. These words of Jesus are 
packed full of love and comfort and discovery. Fresh air for sure. 
Wear a mask/don’t wear a mask. The fresh air of Christ is always 
available and your life becomes the fresh air for strangers. 

Prayer:  Dear Jesus, I want to know you on intimate terms. I 
want to know in fresh new ways. I need your encouragement 
to be in the center of my life. Amen. 
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 FEELING ANXIOUS? 
By Troy Stansell 

Are you feeling anxious, overwhelmed, paranoid, or maybe just 
having pangs of anxiety? I know that I am. But I honestly ask my-
self, “who isn't feeling anxious these days?” It seems like the last 
couple of months have been particularly difficult, at least to me.  
It's hard when you go to the grocery store and wonder if you'll be 
able to get your favorite items, or you see the cost of the items 
you buy going up every week, by 
20% or more! Then you stop at 
the gas station on the way home 
to fill up with gas that's $4.99 a 
gallon! Not to mention when you 
go home to pay bills and you re-
view your retirement plan and 
cringe! To top it off you get your 
property tax bill and see that it 
too went up by 25%! Maybe you finally took that long-awaited 
vacation and started to catch a cold only to realize that you actu-
ally have COVID-19 and now have to quarantine from family, 
friends, and work.  
I think with everything going on in the world between Covid, 
Ukraine, and school shootings, inflation, and the economy even 
the best of us have to be feeling some levels of anxiety and frus-
tration. 
I was reminded during a recent sermon by Pastor Terri about my 
verse of the year that I picked out last fall from Philippians 4:6-7:  

6Do not be anxious about anything, but in 
every situation, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your requests to God.   

7And the peace of God, which transcends all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ Jesus.  

Even the best of 
us have to be 
feeling some 
levels of anxiety 
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I recently had the honor of serving at the Rotary International 
Convention, specifically with the Rotary Action Group Against 
Slavery. (Human trafficking awareness and prevention may be a 
passion project from someone I know!)  
It was inspiring, uplifting, and overwhelming, seeing so many 
needs around the world and so many possibilities but being in-
spired knowing we don't need to do it all, there are a lot of really 
good people doing good things, but we just need to do our part. 
Just need to take one step at a time, pray, petition, offer thanks-
giving and let God guide our hearts and actions! 
As a concluding note, if you are battling mental health issues or 
know someone who is, I encourage you to check out NAMI.org 
(National Alliance on Mental Health); there is a hotline that offers 
help as well: 1-800-950-NAMI. There is also the Fauquier Mental 
Health Alliance that you can leverage:  https://www.fauquier-
mha.org/; (540) 341-8732. 
I pray that you are all healthy mentally and physically! 
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LEARNING 
 SUNDAY SCHOOL IS COMING 
And YOU Can Make It Happen 

Sunday School had an amazing first full year since Covid 
hit, with Kat Tucker as our superintendent and many leaders 
helping and much family and congregation support. Thank 
you all, and thanks be to God! 
The Faith Team 
leaders are look-
ing to staff the 
upcoming 2022-
23 school year as 
soon as possible. 
If you are willing 
and able to lead, 
organize, teach, 
or support our 
Sunday School 
program in any 
way, let us know. 
We are particularly seeking to fill the position of superinten-
dent. This is a leadership position, but it does not have to be 
a teaching position!  The superintendent directs, supports 
and schedules teachers. Paula Williar will continue to act as 
the assistant to the superintendent, so there will be help for 
whomever takes this on. If you are interested in learning 
more about that position, or help in some other way, please 
contact Mark Knisely, Betsy Wilco, or one of the pastors. 
Do you have a gift for organizing people? Want children and 
youth to know that God lm? If so, Sunday School needs 
YOU! 
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SERVICE 
SOCIAL MINISTRY ACTIVITIES 
May-June 2022 
OSLC On-Site Ministry 
Bags of Food:  12 (May) and 13 (June) 
Bags of Cleaning & Personal Items: 14 (May) and 20 (June) 
Gas Gift Cards:  20 (May) and 29 (June) 
 
Fauquier County Food Distribution Coalition (May):  

•   88 households  
• 117 individuals:  

o 111 adults 
o     6 children 

•   20 boxes of food were delivered to local motels 
Fauquier County Food Distribution Coalition (June):  

•   75 households  
• 101 individuals:  

o 96 adults 
o   5 children 

•   11 boxes of food were delivered to local motels 
People Helping People (May):  

• $ 7,169 for rent, mortgage, motels, and utilities  
• $ 4,867 total income for the month  
• Assisted:  

o 32 families 
o 32 adults  
o 35 children  

• OSLC volunteer hours — 60
People Helping People (June):  

• $ 10,993 for rent, mortgage, motels, and utilities  
• $       856 total income for the month  
• Assisted:  

o 35 families 
o 33 adults  
o 28 children  

• OSLC volunteer hours — 45



May Activities Summaries: 
1) 15 bags of food for the Children’s Summer Food Pro-
gram were delivered to Fauquier Food Distribution

2) Baby items: disposable diapers, wipes, baby formula;
Cleaning items: detergents, bleach,  soaps, disinfectant
wipes and sprays, fabric softener; Household items: bat-
teries, trash bags, toilet paper, paper towels; and Cash
donation: $240.

July/August Activity: 
Collection for OSLC’s Pantry – For the month of July, we 
will be collection donations of food (non-perishable), 
household cleaning, hygiene and personal care items. 
Following are the items most needed:
o Household spray cleaner 

disinfecting wipes
o bleach
o paper towels
o toilet paper
o boxes of tissues
o dish soap
o dish sponges
o laundry detergent
o laundry softener
o baby diapering wipes
o 2-in-1 shampoo/conditioner
o antiperspirant/deodorant
o multi-blade disposable razors

o bar & liquid hand soap
o toothpaste
o shelf-stable milk
o shelf-stable non-dairy milk
o prepared foods like Chef-

Boyardee (pull tabs pre-
ferred)

o canned meats
o cold cereal (non-sugary)
o Jelly (other than grape)
o canned vegetables
o canned fruits
o gluten-free snack & other

items

Check for notifications in the weekly announcements and 
on Our Saviour’s website for more info on activities listed 
above or other activities not listed above. 
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CONNECTIONS

OUR SAVIOUR IS AT WORK 
….Even If You’re on Vacation! 

For many of us, summer is a time of changing schedules – a 
week at the beach, the kids at camp, a good time to visit 
friends and family. “Summer” is a word often and joyfully 
followed by “vacation.” 
But Our Saviour is not taking a break. Vacation Bible School 
was a smash hit. The Quilters are already meeting. Power in 
the Spirit and the Hurley Mission Trip 
are taking place as you read these 
words. Our Fellowship Hall is in con-
stant use, whether by Fauquier 
Community Child Care or by our own 
groups, teams and committees as 
they plan for autumn. 
Even if the pews seem a little empty,
there is a lot going on.  But those 
empty pews create a problem, don’t 
they? Far too many members only 
make a financial contribution when they are present in wor-
ship. This means that, every summer, our Treasurer reports 
a cash-flow problem. 
Fortunately, there is an easy answer to this problem. Sup-
port your church even if you are not physically present!  You 
can do this by dropping off a check, or remotely using the 
secure Vanco service linked on our website. 
There are other ways to give, as well.  To learn about them, 
contact our Financial Secretary, Sandy Benfit. 

Support 
your 
church  
… even if you
are not physi-
cally present!   
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A WORD OF THANKS 
From Elfie Schmid 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
I was overwhelmed by the outpouring of love and concern 
after Frank's passing. The service was beautiful and en-
hanced by the special music provided by Bettie Shiflett and 
Dean Kolb.  
The music played and sung were all Frank's favorites. The 
dinner was lovingly selected and served. 
A big THANK YOU for all the donations made in Frank's 
memory to People Helping People and the Endowment 
Fund. 
I am still struggling with life on my own after more than 50 
years of love and companionship. Every day brings new 
challenges. But I feel blessed to be surrounded by my family 
and church family. 
God's Blessing to all of you,  

Elfie Schmid 
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COMING UP THIS  

FALL 
HOMECOMING PICNIC 
Sunday, Sept. 18 

On Sunday, September 18, 2022, Our Sav-
iour Lutheran Church will hold our annual 
Homecoming Picnic. We will honor our 2022 
confirmands at the picnic and more – details 
to follow in weekly news and next issue of The Mes-
senger. 

CELEBRATING OUR PASTORS’ 25TH 
ORDINATION ANNIVERSARY 
Friday, Oct. 28 

We will be celebrating the anniversary of the ordination 
of our Pastors. Both Pastors have been in serving for 
over 25 years. We’ll have a dinner and lots of fun on 
Friday night, October 28.  
We are looking for a few people to serve on a commit-
tee to plan the evening. If you are interested in helping, 
contact Tamar Yager through your church directory or 
by getting her information from the church office. 
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COMMUNITY      

ECHO ICE CREAM SOCIAL 
Wednesday, August 31 @ 10:00 pm 

ECHO (Experienced Christians Helping Ourselves and 
Others) invites everyone to an ice cream social on 
Wednesday, August 31, 2022, at 10:00 AM. 
This is just a fun get together to talk, eat ice cream and / or sig 
coffee. We can be outside if weather permits, but if it doesn’t, 
we’ll be inside – cool and dry. The ice cream will be individual 
servings to meet current safety guidelines.  
Please direct questions or concerns to Marian Rognlien. Her con-
tact information is in the church directory, or you can get it by 
reaching out to the church office. If you want to specify the kind 
of ice cream you would like, let us know. Otherwise just show up 
and even bring a friend or two!  

WALKING TRAIL OPEN! 
Connecting Our Saviour and Lake Whippoorwill 

OSLC members can meet the neighbors and get some exercise! 
Many of us have used the walking and bike trail that goes from 
P.B. Smith Elementary School along Dumfries Road to the en-
trance to the nearest housing development, Lake Whippoorwill.  
Until now, it ended at the cul-de-sac on West Pointe Lane.  
Now, thanks to the efforts of our member Bob Faulk, a rough 
path has been cut through the back part of OSLC property, 
completing the loop.  
Our members, school families, and neighbors may now walk a 
complete loop from our parking lot along the sidewalk between 
the church and our Ulrich Park Playground, through the P.B. 
Smith parking lot, along the Whippoorwill Greenway, and out of 
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our wooded section behind the corner of our parking lot opposite 
the basketball court. (We’ve added a red line for it to the Parks & 
Rec website image.) For information about the many trails in our 
county, go to the Fauquier County parks and recreation website 
here (https://www.fauquiercounty.gov/government/departments-
h-z/parks-and-recreation/greenways-and-trails/trail-details).  
The path is a bit rough, so appropriate care and footwear is ad-
vised. Recent storms removed sections of our trees, but some 
creative thinking on the part of Bob & Mike Burkholder as well as 
other members, neighbors, and tree-cutting crews, the path is 
covered with fresh mulch that should help keep the vegetation 
from growing back soon, and there is still a section of our prop-
erty where you must walk on grass to access the paved trail. 
We are excited to offer the chance to connect nature, church, 
and community with this short section of our property, and we 
hope you will take a moment to walk it soon! 

OUR SAVIOUR 
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FINANCE 
FINANCE	CORNER	

Prior 3 Months 2021/2022 Income and Expenses 
(General Operating Budget) 

 TOTAL 
OFFERING 

TOTAL 
EXPENDITURES 

MARCH 2022 $   34,909 $   34,067 
APRIL 2022 $   28,131 $   36,294 
JUNE 2022 $   29,226 $   33,652 
YTD $ 190,240 $ 213,352 
 
   AVERAGE MONTHLY OFFERING NEEDED:  $ 37,000.  

Through the first half of 2022, our expenses have averaged 
$35,559 per month (less than the projected $37,000) but our 
income for this same period has averaged ~$31,700 (again, 
less than the $37,000 projected in the Ministry Spending 
Plan). Ideally, the Finance Committee would prefer  these 2 
numbers be a little closer. 
With that in mind, work on next year’s spending plan will 
begin now that we have figures for half of the year. Team 
Leaders will be approaching the committees for input on 
2023 needs and will hopefully have your answers by Labor 
Day. 
Because the PPP Loan carried us through the last 2 sum-
mers – which is always a lower revenue period – we have 
forgotten how to worry. But we are back on our own now 
and while slightly concerned, we know we do have God’s 
providence to help us.   

Thank you so much for your continued support. 
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COUNCIL NEWS 
HIGHLIGHTS FROM JUNE COUNCIL MEETING 

Jerry Hoke, President 
Renee Breeding, Secretary 

At our June meeting: 
• The Council approved a motion to allow our office adminis-

trator to approve Boy Scout troop building use requests
without the need to bring each request to Council. This new
policy will speed up the approval of these routine requests
and free up time for all involved.

• The Caring Team provided insight as to how the new Com-
passion and Connect Committee is starting to fill the gap
identified by the OSLC Renaissance Plan in mental and
emotional care. The Compassion and Connect Committee
provides comfort to those in trying circumstances.

• A request was made for the Administrative Team to examine
how to handle the problem of loose and unbagged trash
(e.g. pizza boxes, beverage bottles, etc.) that is often de-
posited in the Churches’ outside bins.

• There was a review and following discussion concerning
several brainstorming sessions on 5/9/2022 with Pastor
John Wertz from the Virginia Synod. The primary emphasis
is to position OSLC to obtain greater name recognition for
the good works we do for underserved groups. This can be
achieved by outreach and teaming with local government,
nonprofits and other churches. Judicious use of local news
media and social media can also play a role. It was agreed
that the Lake Whippoorwill path extension was a good pro-
ject to test this approach

• Reviewed the Financial and Team Reports

There are no highlights to report for a July 2022 Council meeting 
as one did not take place. 
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