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WORSHIP 
DOES THIS RING A BELL? 	
Not by itself! ― It needs you to ring it!   
Now that social distancing is behind us, we 
would like to bring handbell / hand chime 
music back into worship. If you already have 
experience or if you are interested in learning 
to play handbells / hand chimes, please con-
tact Rhoda Thompson through your church 
directory or the church office (or in person 
on Saturdays at the 5:30 worship service). 
She will be organizing opportunities for any-

one interested to play with others of similar levels of exper-
tise. Open to anyone age 5 through adult. 
 

WEEKEND WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
• Saturday Night (5:30pm): A relaxed and joyful 

celebration of God’s presence among us. 
• First Light (Sunday at 8:00am): Our Saviour’s 

early morning service is short and meditative. 
• Sunday School for ALL AGES (Sunday at 

9:00am) – Rally Day is 8/28; classes begin 9/11.  
(There is no class on labor Day weekend). 

• Organ & Choir (Sunday at 10:30am): Vintage Lu-
theranism: liturgical but not stuffy, with a con-
stant focus on God’s love, communicated 
through the Word and Sacraments. 
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WORSHIP AND LEARNING 
Two Sides of the Same Coin 

Could there be any greater joy than to stand and sing in the 
presence of the Lord?  That is, after all, how the saints in 
heaven are described in Revelation.  
But on the other hand, could there be 
any greater joy than to sit at the Lord’s 
feet and learn from him? That is pre-
cisely what it means to be a “disciple,” 
or student of Christ. 

Worship and learning are among the 
greatest pleasures of the Christian life. 
And they belong together.  That’s why, 
even though some churches offer 
Sunday School as their parents are in 
worship, we at OSLC keep those 
times separate – because we want 
children in worship as well as class, 
and adults in class as well as worship. 
After a too-long summer break, Our 
Saviour’s ministries of education and 
faith formation are back this month.  
Sunday School, Confirmation Class and Youth Group for 
children and teens, three midweek Bible studies and Sun-
day School for adults –  each one is a precious opportunity 
to deepen our understanding of God’s grace and love. 
Bring your children or grandchildren.  Bring a friend or 
neighbor.  Above all, come – to worship and to learn. 

An 11th-century Byzan-
tine coin, with Mary and 
Jesus on one side, and 
the emperor the other. 



 4 

LEARNING FOR KIDS 
RALLY DAY 
Sunday School Orientation, Aug. 28 

Meet your teacher!  See your classroom! Starts at 9am. 

CONFIRMATION OVERNIGHT RETREAT 
Friday-Saturday, Sept. 9-10 

For 7th, 8th and 9th grade classes. Contact Betsy Wilco or the 
church office for details. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL BEGINS 
Classes Begin, Sept. 11 

Enjoy a few minutes of Fellowship and then – at 9am sharp – we 
break into classes to hear the stories of God’s love. 

CONFIRMATION STARTUP MEETING 
Wednesday, Sept. 14 at 7pm 

Parents AND students join Pastor Michael to prep for the Cate-
chism Year. This will be a short but informative session. 

CONFIRMATION EDUCATION 
Classes Begin Sept. 21 at 6pm 

For many people, Confirmation classes may be their best chance 
to learn what Christians really believe. 

CONFIRMATION CEREMONY  
With Homecoming Picnic, Sept. 18 

A group of special young people will affirm their faith at the 10:30 
service.  Come support them in this rite of passage. 
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LEARNING FOR ADULTS 
TUESDAY 

The Ladies’ Bible Study meets at 10am in the church library, and 
is taking a careful look at Mark’s Gospel, using a book by Lisa 
Harper called “The Jesus We’re Aching For.” 

THURSDAY MORNING 
At 10am, Dave Raecke’s class meets in Room 6 and by Zoom, 
beginning Sept. 8. 

THURSDAY EVENING 
Join Pastor Michael for a close look at the Biblical basis of next 
week’s sermon. 5pm by Zoom.  Meeting ID = 895 0940 7035 

SUNDAY 
Grab some coffee at 8:45 and join us at 9am in Room 6.  We’re 
using ANIMATE, a program designed to help us explore the cen-
tral topics of Christianity, starting with faith. 

	

AND …. 
CALLING ALL SENIOR HIGH YOUTH!  

Let’s try a new thing! Beginning September 
21, youth group meetings will be held on 
Wednesday nights at 6:30 in the youth 
room. Please join us for pizza and planning.  
A fun Saturday outing is in the works, and 
details will be coming your way soon. 

Meanwhile, come join us during those first couple of meetings to 
help plan things YOU want to do this year and the best times to 
do them. This is YOUR group, your time, and your space. Come 
and be yourself!   
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SPIRITUALITY 
BRICKLAYING, BONHOEFFER AND YOU 

By Troy Stansell 

I am not sure if it is because of the heat of August, or the current sea-
son of life I’m in, but I have to admit that I’ve been struggling with 
some mental hurdles/challenges. I have been lamenting about seeing 
life play out as a predictable day to day rerun, feeling detached going 
through the motions watching the day unwind, feeling apathetic.  
One analogy comes to mind is 
that I am a bricklayer, not sure 
what I am working towards or 
building. To what end am I 
putting down bricks?  Am I 
building a wall, an outhouse, a 
cathedral? I wish I knew, but 
only God really knows. I just 
wish I knew what I was work-
ing towards ….   
It was while reading an excerpt 
from Dietrich Bonhoeffer on Romans 5:1-5 about perseverance and 
hope that I had one of those aha moments.  I am working towards a 
closer relationship with God. 

Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have 
gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And 
we boast in the hope of the glory of God.  Not only so, but we also 
glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces 
perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope.  And 
hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been 
poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been 
given to us. 

Special thanks to Dave Raecke and Rod Kastrup for loaning me your 
books on Bonhoeffer!!!   I’ve been mulling over about how we know if 
we are growing closer to God?  Maybe those opportunities show up in 
our suffering, and the temptations/invitations/trials we face.  As we 
grow closer to God, do the invitations and the trials in our mind be-
come more intense, or maybe we are more aware of them?  Is this the 

Am I building 
a wall? An 
outhouse? Or 
a cathedral? 
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very sign of Hope that we are seeking, the proof that we are drawing 
closer to God?  As we draw closer, the trials become more evident, so 
is the trial itself proof that we are indeed drawing closer to God? 
There is another concept from Bonhoeffer that I have been ruminating 
on regarding Costly Grace vs. Cheap Grace.  Thinking of Cheap Grace 
as the Sales Pitch for the Christian Church freely handed out and pro-
moted, but what we actually receive is a more Costly Grace.  As we 
draw closer to God, are we not confronted/more aware of the things 
that we do that are not Christ like?  Is this the burden and freedom of 

being a Christian, knowing we have 
Grace but constantly aware of how we 
are not living up to the ideals for which 
we strive?    
As we persevere through our trials, our 
burdens, our temptations, do we run 
towards God's peace, or away from 
God's peace?  Do we seek out earthly 
securities?  Maybe for some of us it 
might be daily rituals/habits, or maybe 
its comfort with certain 
foods/snacks/drinks, or perhaps it is 
trying to find ways to mentally escape. 
Or do we seek Comfort, Peace, and 
Trust from God? 
I think there is also hope in our suffering 
and temptations.   Hope in the oppor-

tunity that God will reveal himself to us!  It is an opportunity for him to 
do amazing/awesome things!  It is building us towards bigger things!  I 
think I am reaching a level of peace by approaching every day as an 
opportunity to learn, grow, and draw closer to God.  To honor and Hal-
low God's name.  We need to find value in that! 
I cannot wait to return to the August 28th Adult Sunday School class 
and Tom’s planned one-day class on Dietrich Bonhoeffer! 
I would like to close out with a reminder that September is Suicide Pre-
vention/Awareness month.  Remember that working on mental health 
is an important element in your overall health!  Maybe take a moment 
to explore the America Foundation for Suicide Prevention for help 
whether it is for yourself of for someone you know.  I pray that you are 
all healthy and well, both mentally and physically! 
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SERVICE 
“OUR BREAD”  
A story about our Mission to Hurley Virginia 

I cannot thank the members of the congregation enough for the love, 
support, and prayers for us while we were in Hurley. I know that every 
day when I went to get some cookies – ok, maybe it was several times 
a day(!) – I was inspired as I read the names on the tins of those that 
provided them and thought about our community back home, your love 
and your prayers. This mission does not happen without your support, 
so I thank you from the bottom of my heart!  I am also very thankful for 
Tommy Springman  and Betsy Springman for helping organ-
ize/plan/lead us on our mission. I am also grateful to the amazing folks 
in Hurley for being such gracious hosts.   
Our Daily Bread….   This summer, the adult Sunday School class 
worked through The Lord’s Prayer and how fitting it was that before we 
left for Hurley we discussed “Our Bread” and how inclusive the word 
Our is meant to be; how we provide for those in need and to those 
without.   
I have been struggling with what exactly I want to share about Hurley. 
In the physical sense, we provided structural and better living condi-
tions by fixing a floor that was utterly unsafe to walk across and proba-
bly condemnable.  We provided sanitary living conditions by installing 
and repairing a broken toilet, and provided dignity and cleanliness by 
repairing both showers to a useable state.  All while listening to Quan-
tum Leap episodes that Tammy had on a barrowed DVD; the theme 
song may be stuck in my head!   
We also provided food by giving away cookies and bringing lunch to 
Tammy. And Amelia’s team helped with the monthly food distribution 
that provided food for 163 families from as far away as Kentucky and 
West Virginia! You can only imagine the line of cars at the center! With 
that said, I think some of my fondest memories are those that involved 
the spiritual sense.  Watching Amelia provide dignity and support to 
Tammy as they opened-up to each other and shared stories of tragedy 
and loss, or watching Betsy discuss with her the burden and shame 
she is carrying and discussing her questions about Baptism and her 
desire to be Baptized again. I also really enjoyed the teachable moment 
when Betsy and Cai went out on the porch to take apart the vacuum 
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cleaner.  Or maybe the humility of our Pastor polishing/cleaning a toilet, 
and how no one on our team was too proud to take on any task no 
matter how big or small! 
 I think we listened, we learned, we taught, we paid attention to others.  
We learned some about what it takes to be a coal miner working in 36-
inch tunnels in the dark and traveling 1.5 hours underground to the 
work site. We learned about poverty and the effects of drugs/alcohol 
addiction on people’s lives. We listened to Teresa explain to us about 
the sense of community, of giving, of love that drove the creation of the 
Hurley Development center.  I was particularly blown away by the 
sense of love, welcoming, community connection, and support on dis-
play in Hurley!  We learned about the body of Christ, how God uses 
each of our talents together to accomplish his tasks.  
Going on a trip like 
Hurley you can’t help 
but reflect on the Body 
of Christ with every-
one’s various skill sets 
and the teamwork it 
takes to accomplish 
what we did.  It takes 
support in the form of 
prayers, finances, 
cookies. It takes love, 
listening, and patience. It takes the ability to adapt, to learn, to trust, 
along with various other skills. 
I am drawn to a saying that I’ll attribute to Mark Batterson from NCC, 
that everyone is fighting a battle we can’t see and there is something 
we can learn from everyone. 
Of course, there is always the “Heaven Help” me moment, the moment 
that you are at your physical limits and reaching your wits end trying to 
solve a problem that had to be dealt with. For me, it happened while 
sitting in the dark of the second bathroom trying to stop the shower 
from running. To be more accurate, I was getting drenched as the 
shower was spraying water out of the handle. I was quite literally at my 
wits end trying to figure out how to stop the water. I was so thankful for 
Barrett coming in and offering support and allowing me to lean on him!  
A silent prayer of Heaven Help me along with Barrett’s moral support 
allowed me to pause, reflect and to eventually find a solution. 
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As I reflect though, one of the biggest things I took away, is gratitude. 
Gratitude to a friend and mentor that gave me guidance as a teenager, 
who taught me how to frame, to build, to problem solve; taught me 
what a life in Christ looks like, taught me what being a man looks like. 
He taught me what it looks like to mentor others and to be a positive 
example. I think about the ripple effects we can have just by engaging 
with one person!  We do not need to solve the world’s problems, may-
be we just need to be the miracle in one person’s life. 
How fitting is it that the reading/sermon on the weekend we made it 
home was on the Lord’s Prayer. 
To close out, by providing “bread” to those in need, and trying to set a 
Christ like example, by being an example, and reflecting Christ through 
our actions, our prayers, our mutual support, are we inviting a small 
piece of heaven on earth. 
Amen 

QUILT MINISTRY  
Blessing of the Quilts: September 24 & 25  

Another Successful Year of Quilting 
September marks the last month of our 2022 Quilting year and it has 
been another successful year! At the conclusion of our work sessions 
on Saturday, September 10th (9am-noon) and Tuesday, September 
13th (12:30-3pm), we joyfully anticipate the completion of over 200 
new Quilts for Lutheran World Relief! The culminating event, the Bless-
ing of the Quilts, will be during worship services on September 24th 
and 25th, at which time the Quilts will be on display for the congrega-
tion to behold!  

Questions? Contact Phyllis Herrington or Andrea Mutterer using your 
church directory or reach out to the church office for their contact in-
formation.    
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SOCIAL MINISTRY ACTIVITIES 
July 2022 
OSLC On-Site Ministry: 

• Bags of Food:  21 
• Bags of Cleaning & Personal Items: 23 
• Gas Gift Cards:  30 

People Helping People: 
$ 10,632 for rent, mortgage, motels, and utilities  

• $ 32,900 total income for the month  
Assisted:  

• 32 families 
• 43 adults  
• 10 children  

OSLC volunteer hours — 87 

Fauquier County Food Distribution Coalition:  
• 72 households  
• 118 individuals:  
• 111 adults 
• 7 children 
• 19 boxes of food were delivered to local motels 

 
IMPORTANT NOTE  

ABOUT THE FOOD DISTRIBUTION: 
August 20, 2022 was the last day of food distribution for 
FCFDC. OSLC has been part of this ministry for the 
whole of its 19 years.  
The Food Bank and FISH have assured us that they will 
be able to care for our clients. We thank them for their 
role in taking on this task.  
And we want to say “THANK YOU!” to the congregation 
for the tremendous support you have offered to this mis-
sion. It has been a great example of the ELCA tagline 
“God’s Work. Our Hands”. 
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CONNECTIONS  
COMPASSION AND CONNECT 
Announcing a New Ministry at OSLC 

The Caring Team would like to announce the formation of Compassion 
and Connect. It’s a ministry that is already happening at Our Saviour, 
now getting organized in a new way. We are working on gathering 
“Task Teams,” and with your help we can stay more connected 
through our compassion for each other. 
We are looking for people with hearts to share and hands to serve. 
“Task Team” leaders are already in place, but need volunteers to ac-
complish this important ministry. Can they put your name on a list of 
helpers? It wouldn’t be a big time commitment, but it would be a great 
help in the life of our congregation.  
We will be announcing more information later this month, but in the 
meantime, here are the “Task Teams” to pray for: 

• Card Ministry – managed by Marian Rognlien and the ECHO 
group – that send cards out to our members and friends on the 
prayer list 

• Emergency meals for a family in need due to surgery or illness – 
organized by Betsy Wilco and Tamar Yager 

• Lay Visitation of our shut-ins and others that need a human con-
nection – with training and encouragement from Pr. Michael 

• Funeral reception meals – coordinated by Sandy Benfit 

• Ride Share: giving rides to OSLC members and our community 
of neighbors – managed by Bob Faulk; this is a community wide 
endeavor. 

If you have a questions, please feel free to contact either Deborah 
Hoke (deborahhoke4@gmail.com) or Krista Coyner 
(kristacoyner@gmail.com).  
This ministry is vital to the life of our congregation. We ask that you 
please pray for the leaders of the Compassion and Connect Commit-
tee, as well as our fellow members of Our Saviour. Thank you!   
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HOMECOMING PICNIC 
Sunday, Sept. 18 

On Sunday, September 18, 2022, right after the 10:30 am 
service, Our Saviour Lutheran Church will hold our annual 
Homecoming Picnic. Additionally, we will be honoring our 
2022 confirmands during service and celebrating them at the 
picnic.  

 
We’ll have fried chicken, sides and other fixin’s. More details 
in the coming weeks’ news e-blasts and printed bulletin in-
serts. For now, be sure to schedule this event in your calen-
dar. We are so looking forward to our church family coming 
together to celebrate this special time!   

CELEBRATING OUR PASTORS’ 25TH 
ORDINATION ANNIVERSARY 
Friday, Oct. 28 

We will be celebrating the anniversary of the ordination of our 
Pastors. Both Pastors have been in serving for over 25 years. 
We’ll have a dinner and lots of fun on Friday night, October 28.  
We are looking for a few people to serve on a committee to plan 
the evening. If you are interested in helping, contact Tamar Yager 
through your church directory or by getting her information from 
the church office. 
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COMMUNITY      

PLAY THE FUN GAME WITH A FUNNY NAME 
Pickleball has come to Our Saviour!  

Would you like to learn how to play this sport that is a cross 
between tennis and ping pong? Do you already know how 
to play and would enjoy a time playing on the OSLC court 
(hint: you know it as the Fellowship Hall)? We have paddles 
and balls so you can see if you like it before spending any 
money. 
Pastor Terri wants to set up a regular game time (or two), 
depending on whom she finds to play with and help hosting. 
Let her know if you or someone you know is interested. 
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FINANCE 
FINANCE	CORNER	

Prior 3 Months 2021/2022 Income and Expenses 
(General Operating Budget) 

	 TOTAL	
OFFERING	

TOTAL	
EXPENDITURES	

MAY	2022	 $			37,185	 $			41,900	
	 	 	JUNE	2022	 $			29,226	 $			33,652	
	 	 	JULY	2022	 $			33,639	 $			32,873	
	 	 	YTD	 $	223,800	 $	246,225	

 
AVERAGE MONTHLY OFFERING NEEDED: Our expenses 
for 2022 have been averaging ~$35,000/month. While we 
are a bit behind that in income for this year 
(~$32,000/month), the past month where income exceeded 
expenses was terrific.   
Most of the unusual expenses for July were from VBS pur-
chases and those were well within the yearly plan.  
Outside budgeted items, the Memorial / Endowment Fund 
Annual Distribution was able to contribute $1,500 toward 
Hurley expenses AND support Lutheran Disaster Response 
with a $2,500 donation toward what they call Eastern Eu-
rope Crisis Response. We call it assistance to Ukraine. 
We continue as the ancient Israelites did in looking to God 
for our daily manna. 

	

 
 




