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GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at 
baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The presiding minister may comment briefly on the service of the day, and then invites 
the assembly to confess.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we
may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 
name.
Amen.

The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness with these or similar words.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 
church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of
the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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GATHERING SONG Praise to the Lord, the Almighty ELW 858

1 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation!
O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and salvation!
Let all who hear now to his temple draw near,
joining in glad adoration!

2 Praise to the Lord, who o'er all things is wondrously reigning
and, as on wings of an eagle, uplifting, sustaining.
Have you not seen all that is needful has been
sent by his gracious ordaining?

3 Praise to the Lord, who will prosper your work and defend you;
surely his goodness and mercy shall daily attend you.
Ponder anew what the Almighty can do
if with his love he befriend you.

4 Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me adore him!
All that has life and breath, come now with praises before him!
Let the amen sound from his people again.
Gladly forever adore him!

Text: Joachim Neander, 1650-1680; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.

APOSTOLIC GREETING (2 CORINTHIANS 13:14)
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

Kyrie:   from All Creation Sings, Setting 12        All sing after a brief organ introduction.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.

Let us pray.  [A brief silence is kept before the prayer.]

O God, mighty and immortal, you know that as fragile creatures surrounded
by great dangers, we cannot by ourselves stand upright. Give us strength of
mind and body, so that even when we suffer because of human sin, we may
rise victorious through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

The assembly is seated.

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 58:9B-14
 9bIf you remove the yoke from among you,
  the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil,
 10if you offer your food to the hungry
  and satisfy the needs of the afflicted,
 then your light shall rise in the darkness
  and your gloom be like the noonday.
 11The LORD will guide you continually,
  and satisfy your needs in parched places,
  and make your bones strong;
 and you shall be like a watered garden,
  like a spring of water,
  whose waters never fail.
 12Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt;
  you shall raise up the foundations of many generations;
 you shall be called the repairer of the breach,
  the restorer of streets to live in.

 13If you refrain from trampling the sabbath,
  from pursuing your own interests on my holy day;
 if you call the sabbath a delight
  and the holy day of the LORD honorable;
 if you honor it, not going your own ways,
  serving your own interests, or pursuing your own affairs;
 14then you shall take delight in the LORD,
  and I will make you ride upon the heights of the earth;
 I will feed you with the heritage of your ancestor Jacob,
  for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.
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The reading concludes: 

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: PS. 101:3-8

1Bless the LORD, | O my soul,
  and all that is within me, bless God’s | holy name.
2Bless the LORD, | O my soul,
  and forget not | all God’s benefits—
3who forgives | all your sins
  and heals all | your diseases;
4who redeems your life | from the grave
  and crowns you with steadfast | love and mercy; 
5who satisfies your desires | with good things
  so that your youth is renewed | like an eagle’s.
6O LORD, you provide | vindication
  and justice for all who | are oppressed.
7You made known your | ways to Moses
  and your works to the chil- | dren of Israel.
8LORD, you are full of compas- | sion and mercy,
  slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love. 

SECOND READING: HEBREWS 12:18-29
18You have not come to something that can be touched, a blazing fire, and 
darkness, and gloom, and a tempest, 19and the sound of a trumpet, and a voice
whose words made the hearers beg that not another word be spoken to 
them. 20(For they could not endure the order that was given, “If even an 
animal touches the mountain, it shall be stoned to death.” 21Indeed, so 
terrifying was the sight that Moses said, “I tremble with fear.”) 
22But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the 
heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, 23and to the
assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God the judge of 
all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, 24and to Jesus, the 
mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better 
word than the blood of Abel.
25See that you do not refuse the one who is speaking; for if they did not escape 
when they refused the one who warned them on earth, how much less will we
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escape if we reject the one who warns from heaven! 26At that time his voice 
shook the earth; but now he has promised, “Yet once more I will shake not 
only the earth but also the heaven.” 27This phrase, “Yet once more,” indicates 
the removal of what is shaken—that is, created things—so that what cannot be
shaken may remain. 
28Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us 
give thanks, by which we offer to God an acceptable worship with reverence 
and awe; 29for indeed our God is a consuming fire.

The reading concludes: 
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.

GOSPEL: LUKE 13:10-17

The holy gospel according to St. Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
10Now [Jesus] was teaching in one of the synagogues on the sabbath. 11And just
then there appeared a woman with a spirit that had crippled her for eighteen 
years. She was bent over and was quite unable to stand up straight. 12When 
Jesus saw her, he called her over and said, “Woman, you are set free from your
ailment.” 13When he laid his hands on her, immediately she stood up straight 
and began praising God. 
14But the leader of the synagogue, indignant because Jesus had cured on the 
sabbath, kept saying to the crowd, “There are six days on which work ought to
be done; come on those days and be cured, and not on the sabbath day.” 
15But the Lord answered him and said, “You hypocrites! Does not each of you 
on the sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the manger, and lead it away to
give it water? 16And ought not this woman, a daughter of Abraham whom 
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Satan bound for eighteen long years, be set free from this bondage on the 
sabbath day?” 
17When he said this, all his opponents were put to shame; and the entire crowd
was rejoicing at all the wonderful things that he was doing.

The gospel concludes: 

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY There is a Balm in Gilead ELW 614

Refrain:
There is a balm in Gilead
to make the wounded whole;
there is a balm in Gilead
to heal the sin-sick soul.

1 Sometimes I feel discouraged
and think my work's in vain,
but then the Holy Spirit
revives my soul again.  Refrain

2 If you cannot preach like Peter,
if you cannot pray like Paul,
you can tell the love of Jesus
and say, "He died for all."  Refrain

3 Don't ever be discouraged,
for Jesus is your friend;
and if you lack for knowledge
he'll ne'er refuse to lend.  Refrain

Text: African American spiritual
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THE NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him 
all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of 
the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our 
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped 
and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

An assisting minister leads the prayers.

Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in 
prayer.

A brief silence.

You crown your church with love and mercy. Guide us continually in our 
baptismal covenant to strive for justice and peace in all the earth. Use our 
many  gifts in service to the whole people of God. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You make your ways known to all people. Inspire the leaders of this nation 
and all nations with your compassion and mercy. Where peace prevails, 
preserve it.  Where war is waged, end it with justice. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You offer liberation to all people. Wherever women are deprived of their 
dignity, help them to stand up in a place of rightful honor. Where people are 
oppressed because of their appearance or their heritage, set them free.  
Merciful God,
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receive our prayer.

You spread your Word in every land.  Bless missionaries and evangelists, and 
especially our partners in Papua New Guinea, Pastor Tobby and the people of 
Good Shepherd. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

You provide justice for all who are oppressed and relief to all who are 
afflicted. Heal those who are bent over by addiction, depression, and anxiety. 
Set free all who cry out under the weight of mental, emotional, or physical 
distress (especially). Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Generations bless your holy name. We give you thanks for the communion of 
saints who have gathered in prayer and praise in this place. Support us in 
your love until we rest forever in you. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in 
your steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom.

Amen.

PEACE (John 20:19, 21, 26)
The presiding minister and assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be 
with you,” or similar words.

The assembly is seated.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING 
Let us offer back to God what God has first given us: our selves, our time, and
our possessions, signs of God’s gracious love. 

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church. During this time, the table is set.
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DOXOLOGY

As the offering is presented, we stand and sing.       (Old Hundredth)

OFFERING PRAYER

The assisting minister offers this or a similar prayer.

Let us pray. [A brief silence]
God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open 
your hand in blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that we may
come to the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and 
Lord.
Amen.
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DIALOGUE

The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the 
grave,  and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting
life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

SANCTUS (Isaiah 6:3)
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
On behalf of the assembly, the presiding minister offers a sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving.

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the 

sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 
me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection and ascension, we await his 
coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all 
who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our 
Lord; 

To whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and 
forever. 

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

The presiding minister may introduce the Lord’s Prayer.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as our Savior taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

The presiding minister invites the assembly in the words of Psalm 34:

Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
Happy are those who take refuge in him.
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The assembly may be seated. The bread may be broken for the communion.

COMMUNION

All baptized Christians are welcome to receive Christ in his Supper. Those who do not 
receive may come forward with their arms crossed over their chest and receive a pastoral 
blessing. To learn about being baptized, please ask a pastor after service.

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say:
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

and each person may respond: Amen.

COMMUNION SONG:  Agnus Dei (John 1:29)
Assembly song and other music may accompany the communion.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

The assisting minister leads the  prayer after communion.

Let us pray together. [A brief silence]

Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of 
those whom you have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
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SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing.

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING SONG What Wondrous Love ELW 666

1 What wondrous love is this, 
O my soul, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this
that caused the Lord of bliss
to bear the dreadful curse 
for my soul, for my soul,
to bear the dreadful curse for my soul?

2 When I was sinking down, 
sinking down, sinking down,
when I was sinking down, sinking down,
when I was sinking down
beneath God's righteous frown,
Christ laid aside his crown 
for my soul, for my soul,
Christ laid aside his crown for my soul.

3 To God and to the Lamb 
I will sing, I will sing;
to God and to the Lamb I will sing;
to God and to the Lamb,
who is the great I AM,
while millions join the theme, 
I will sing, I will sing,
while millions join the theme, I will sing.
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4 And when from death I'm free, 
I'll sing on, I'll sing on;
and when from death I'm free, I'll sing on;
and when from death I'm free, 
I'll sing God's love for me,

       and through eternity 
I'll sing on, I'll sing on;
and through eternity I'll sing on.

Text: North American folk hymn, 19th cent., alt.

DISMISSAL

The assisting minister sends the assembly into mission.

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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Bible Readings
for Daily Prayer

These may be read by themselves or 
as part of the Matins and Vespers services.

Monday
Psalm 109:21-31
Ezekiel 20:1-17
Hebrews 3:7—4:11

Tuesday
Psalm 109:21-31
Ezekiel 20:18-32
Revelation 3:7-13

Wednesday
Psalm 109:21-31
Ezekiel 20:33-44
Luke 6:6-11

Thursday
Psalm 112
Proverbs 15:13-17
1 Peter 3:8-12

Friday
Psalm 112
Proverbs 18:6-12
1 Peter 4:7-11

Saturday
Psalm 112
Proverbs 21:1-4, 24-26
Matthew 20:20-28

Sunday
August 28-September 3 
Proverbs 25:6-7 or Sirach 10:12-18
Psalm 112
Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16
Luke 14:1, 7-14
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