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WORSHIP 
BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 
In Honor of St. Francis	

Bring your furry friends – or those with feathers, or even fins! 
On October 4, the feast day of St. Francis of Assisi, we wlll 
gather outdoors to offer God’s blessing to animals of all 
kinds. Join us at 6:30pm. 
One of the most beloved figures in Christian history, St. 
Francis (1181-1226) was a renewer of the whole Church, 
and especially of its ministry to the poor. Wandering bare-
foot through medieval Italy, he proclaimed grace and love to 
all God’s creation. 
His famous Canticle of the Sun, inviting all of nature to 
praise the Creator, has been adapted into our own beloved 
hymn, “All Creatures of Our God and King.” 
If your own beloved creatures cannot join us (perhaps be-
cause they are too big or too skittish), feel free to come and 
bring a picture that we can bless instead.  

WEEKEND WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
• Saturday Night (5:30pm): A relaxed and joyful

celebration of God’s presence among us.
• First Light (Sunday at 8:00am): Our Saviour’s

early morning service is short and meditative.
• Sunday School for ALL AGES (Sunday at

9:00am).
• Organ & Choir (Sunday at 10:30am): Vintage Lu-

theranism: liturgical but not stuffy, with a con-
stant focus on God’s love, communicated
through the Word and Sacraments.
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REFORMATION DAY 
October 29-30 

Few suspected that the sound of a hammer 
striking the church door in Wittenberg, 
Germany, would soon be heard around 
the world, and lead to the greatest 
transformation of Western society since 
the apostles first preached the Gospel 
throughout the Roman empire.  
Martin Luther’s decision to post his 
Ninety-Five Theses on in 1517, provoked a debate that culminat-
ed finally in what we now call the Protestant Reformation. 
On the weekend of October 30, OSLC will join with Lutherans 
worldwide in celebrating not only our heritage, but the life-
changing vision of the Gospel:  that we are made righteous be-
fore God by grace, through faith, for the sake of Jesus Christ. 

ALL SAINTS 
November 5-6 

Peter and Paul.  Augustine and Ambrose. Mary, both 
Magdalene and the Mother of our Lord. These are just 
a few of the myriad saints whose names are remem-
bered wherever Christians gather. 
Of course, all God’s people are made holy – made 
saints – by their baptism into Christ. This includes 
those beloved by this congregation – for instance, all 
our charter members -- who now live forever with 

God. It also includes those whose lives and faith have witnessed 
to you, personally, in ways nobody else may know. 
As we celebrate All Saints, we will read aloud the names of those 
who have entered eternal life during the past year. This annual 
ceremony touches many hearts. If there are names you wish to 
be sure are read, please give them to Yvette  in writing before 
Thursday, October 27. 
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LEARNING
Our	Saviour	offers	opportunities	for	people	of	every	age	to	deepen	their	faith	and	
understanding	of	God’s	Word	at	work	in	the	world.	

TUESDAY 
The Ladies’ Bible Study meets at 10am in the church library, 
and is taking a careful look at Mark’s Gospel, using a book by Li-
sa Harper called “The Jesus We’re Aching For.” 

WEDNESDAY
CONFIRMATION CLASS for 7th and 8th graders begins at 6pm 
sharp.  This is the Catechism Year, a look at the history and 
teaching of the Church.  Contact Pastor Michael for details. 

THURSDAY MORNING 
At 10am, Dave Raecke’s class meets in Room 6 and by Zoom. 
Their current subject is the ever-challenging book of Revelation.  
Meeting ID = 324 473 7047 

THURSDAY EVENING 
Join Pastor Michael for a close look at the Biblical basis of next 
week’s sermon. 5pm by Zoom.  Meeting ID = 895 0940 7035 

SUNDAY 
Adults: Grab some coffee at 8:45 and join us at 9am in Room 6.  
We’re using ANIMATE, a program designed to help us explore 
the central topics of Christianity, starting with faith.  In person 
AND by Zoom: Meeting ID = 837 8450 0891; Passcode 
= 285077 
Kids: Gather at 9am in the worship space for Singing with Miss 
Sally, and then break out into classes to learn the story of God’s 
love. 
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MENTAL HEALTH 
WORLD MENTAL HEALTH DAY 
October 10 – And You Can Participate! 

This month, people all over the planet will join 
in raising their voices to support effective 
solutions to the mental, emotional and be-
havioral challenges that affect us all. 
You can help!  The World Federation for 
Mental Health is a global organization found-
ed in 1948, whose mission is to promote the ad-
vancement of mental health awareness, prevention of mental 
disorders, advocacy, and best practice recovery focused inter-
ventions worldwide.  
WFMH encourages all of us to take some time on October 10 to 
offer our own suggestions, by completing a form on their website 
at https://wmhdofficial.com/engage/. 
They also encourage each of us to express ourselves through the 
arts – their site offers a writing prompt, a flag-design proposal, 
and even a chance to submit videos of people using motion to 
connect mind and body – in dance, in prayer, or even in play. 
Above all, join WFMH (as well as our local partners in the Fau-
quier County Mental Health Association) in speaking bravely and 
honestly about our struggles and solutions. 

Need Support Now? Dial 988 
If you or someone you know is struggling or in crisis, 
help is available. Call or text 988 or chat 988lifeline.org 

988 offers 24/7 access to trained crisis counselors 
who can help people experiencing mental health-
related distress, including thoughts of suicide, sub-
stance abuse crisis, and more.  

https://wmhdofficial.com/engage/
https://www.fauquier-mha.org/
https://www.fauquier-mha.org/
https://988lifeline.org/
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YOUTH AND CHILDREN  
OUTDOOR ADVENTURE AT VERDUN 
For Senior High Youth 

We will meet at the church at 8:45 am on Saturday, Oc-
tober 29 and carpool to Rixeyville, VA, returning to the 
church at 4:15 pm. Bring a bag lunch and be ready for some 
fun and challenging activities, including ropes courses. In-
vite a friend! The cost per participant is $40. 
RSVP by October 12 to be part of this event. 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1ifa3tFEqQ8L1MXIW2Iz8n
Z3eNWDOTKdGAX5hKRtrffE/ 
Find out more on our website under Upcoming Events. 

YOUTH HALLOWEEN PARTY    
For ALL Youth (grades 6-12) 

Attention, all Ghouls and Gob-
lins – It’s time to get your 
spooky on for the OSLC Hal-
loween Bash! 
Join us in costume at the 
church on Saturday, October 
22 from 6:30-8:30 pm for 
spooky treats, eerie games, 
and frighteningly fun time! Eve-
ryone is welcome to bring a friend or two for this thrilling 
and chilling event. 
For more info and/or to RSVP, contact Kristen Maynard 
through your church directory or the church office, or email 
Pastor	Terri. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1ifa3tFEqQ8L1MXIW2Iz8n
mailto: pastor.terri@oslc-warrenton.org
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LOST AND FOUND 
FOR 7TH & 8TH GRADERS 

Lost and Found is a gathering of several hundred 7th and 8th 
grade youth and their adult advisors for Large Group expe-
riences 
with lots 
of sing-
ing and 
fun and 
Small 
Group 
experi-
ences 
with lots 
of new 
friends, 
games, 
conversation, and faith sharing. There is also a big chunk of 
free time on Saturday when we have our “Open Mic / Talent 
Show” and time late in the evening to relax and talk with the 
other youth and adults from your congregation. 
Please go to our website at www.oslc-warrenton.org to 
find out more about Lost and Found under our Upcoming 
Events (under Events tab at top of home page) or Latest 
News (under News tab at top of home page). There you will 
get more details as well as links to this event and registra-
tion on Virginia	Synod’s	website. 
Partial or full scholarships are available by reaching out to 
the church office. 
Be sure not to miss out on the early registration dis-
count, which ends October 24*! 

https://vasynod.org/event/lost-and-found/
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SPIRITUALITY 
DOOMSDAY!  

By Troy Stansell 

Doomsday scenarios…. It seems like every day we are faced 
with cataclysmic scenarios. Take for example recent articles from 
this past week alone: “Giant Ice Shelf hanging on by a fingernail” 
or “Financial Markets are going to completely collapse”. Doesn’t 
it get overwhelming?  

But what about the more dangerous 
doomsday scenarios that each of us 
face? The voices that subtly invite us into 
bouts of anxiety, fear, bitterness, para-
noia, panic, etc. Maybe the voices bring 
up doubts – doubts about ourselves, 
doubts about others, misgivings, feelings 
of unworthiness and the list goes on. How 
do we counteract these? 
This last week, a couple of things popped 
out to me that may help.  
First is an excerpt from Ecclesiastes 3:22:  
“So I saw that there is nothing better for 
people than to be happy in their work. 
That is our lot in life. And no one can bring 
us back to see what happens after we 
die.”  
Second is an excerpt from Dietrich Bon-
hoeffer’s Letters and Papers from Prison: 

I discovered later, and I’m still discovering right up to this 
moment, that it is only by living completely in this world 
that one learns to have faith. One must completely abandon 
any attempt to make something of oneself, whether it be a 
saint, or a converted sinner, or a churchman, a righteous 
man or an unrighteous one; a sick man or a healthy one. By 
this-worldliness I mean living unreservedly in life’s duties, 
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problems, success, and failures, experiences and perplexi-
ties. In so doing we throw ourselves completely into the arms 
of God, taking seriously, not our own sufferings, but those of 
God in the world. 

My takeaway is that we need to focus on today and find joy in 
our daily toils, specifically in today’s toils. These excerpts re-
minded me of an upcoming anniversary that I have. You see, a 
year ago I decided to take on two new habits to help myself spir-
itually and to improve my mental health.  
First, I decided to start a daily 
journal recording joys, and 
identifying where I bring value 
into three categories: Family, 
Work and Spirituality (What did 
I learn today that brings me 
closer to God?). Some of these 
values can be small like making 
dinner, or giving hugs to my 
daughters, or accomplishing 
tasks at work. The intent was 
really to focus on the good 
parts of my day, so I do not get lost in the negative, and to see 
how small things can build up over time into larger accomplish-
ments.  
The second goal I picked up was attempting to read the Bible in 
a year. I decided to leverage my commute to work and down-
loaded the Daily Audio Bible to read through the bible. I’m super 
excited, because I just crossed the one-year threshold meaning 
that I read through (listened to, actually) the whole Bible. How 
cool is that?! Small daily accomplishments can turn into big 
achievements over time.  
I think we counteract the doomsday voices by praying, by faith, 
and by focusing on our positive attributes and ignoring the nega-
tive invitations/voices that we hear. I’m going to close with a 
quote from Matthew 6:34, “So don’t worry about tomorrow, for 
tomorrow will bring its own worries. Today’s trouble is enough 
for today.” 

“It	is	only	by	liv-
ing	completely	
in	this	world	
that	one	learns	
to	have	faith.”	
-Bonhoeffer	
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SERVICE 
SOCIAL MINISTRY ACTIVITIES 
August 2022 
OSLC On-Site Ministry: 

• Bags of Food:  14
• Bags of Cleaning & Per-

sonal Items: 20
• Gas Gift Cards:  13

People Helping People: (Aug) 
• $ 16,173 for rent, mortgage, 

motels, and utilities
• $ 500 total income for June 

Assisted:  55 households
• 91 adults (2 over age 65)
• 51 children

OSLC volunteer hours — 75 

THANKSGIVING DINNER
For (and With) Warrenton Manor Residents 

ECHO (Experienced Christians Helping Ourselves and Others) is having 
a Thanksgiving Dinner for the Warrenton Manor Residents on Wednes-
day, November 9, 2022, at 11:00 am. We invite and encourage the 
congregation to help with this event by supplying dinner items and 
need enough of the cooked items to feed 30 people.  
The food can be dropped off at the church the day before or the morn-
ing of – but no later than 9:00 am – and we’ll reheat it, or you can bring 
your dish(es) directly to Warrenton Manor no later than 10:00 am the 
morning of. We are in need of the following: 
• 2 cooked turkeys (12 lbs each)
• 3 dressing (stuffing) for 10
• 3 mashed potatoes for 10
• 2 jars of gravy
• 2 green beans for 15
• 2 cans cranberry sauce

• 3 rolls – 12 each
• 3 pumpkin pies
• 2 big cans sauerkraut
• 7 small table decorations
• 30 Thanksgiving plates
• 30 Thanksgiving napkins

If you are interested in supporting this important ministry, please con-
tact Jana Frieslander no later than November 2 with what you would 
be able to provide.  
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CONNECTIONS  
COMPASSION AND CONNECT 
A Big Thank You from OSLC’s Newest Ministry 

The Compassion and Connect committee thanks the congregation for 
their support as we announced our renewed vision for the care of our 
church members and friends.  
The Task Team leaders who introduced themselves in worship were 
thankful for the many helpers that have volunteered. For those who ex-
pressed interest in serving as Lay Visitors, Pastor Michael will hold an 
Orientation Session to explain the logistics of this delicate and im-
portant ministry. It will be held on Saturday, 1 October, at 
1pm. Please call or email Pastor Michael (prchurch@gmail.com), so he 
can include you on his distribution list. 
Many thanks, again, for your continued prayers and support!  

DO YOU WANT TO HELP? 
Here are the Compassion & Connect task groups and their leaders: 

• Card Ministry – managed by Marian Rognlien and the ECHO 
group – that send cards out to our members and friends on the 
prayer list 

• Emergency meals for a family in need due to surgery or illness – 
organized by Betsy Wilco and Tamar Yager 

• Lay Visitation of our shut-ins and others that need a human con-
nection – with training and encouragement from Pr. Michael 

• Funeral reception meals – coordinated by Sandy Benfit 

• Ride Share: giving rides to OSLC members and our community 
of neighbors – managed by Bob Faulk; this is a community-wide 
endeavor. 

If you have a questions, please feel free to contact either Deborah 
Hoke or Krista Coyner using your church directory or by getting their 
contact information from the church office. 

 

mailto: prchurch@gmail.com
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ABOUT MEMBERSHIP 
Building the Body of Christ 

The doors of Our Saviour are open to 
everyone. You don’t have to be a life-
long Lutheran to worship with us. For 
that matter, you don’t have to be a 
Lutheran at all.  The grace of God is 
poured out abundantly on all people. 

Still, membership does matter. It is a 
sign of your commitment to this par-
ticular expression of God’s worldwide community – commitment to Our 
Saviour, and the other people who make this their spiritual home. 

But what is membership? Members are people who have officially 
joined this congregation, through Baptism, Affirmation of Baptism, or 
by Letter of Transfer from another congregation. Our constitution rec-
ognizes various kinds of membership, including Associate Members, 
who are voting members of some other church, but gather with us 
when they are in town, and Inactive Members, who have ceased to 
participate in the life of the congregation, but have not yet been re-
moved from the rolls.  

Active Membership offers a few privileges. For example, only active 
members vote at congregation meetings, and serve on the Council. But 
its true benefits are the spiritual satisfaction that comes from knowing 
that you are part of something bigger than yourself. 
What many people don’t know is that church membership is like a 
muscle:  if you don’t use it, the muscle shrinks and finally disappears. 
Active, or Voting, Membership in OSLC or any other Lutheran congre-
gation is maintained by two things, one of them spiritual and one of 
them material. Spiritually, an Active Member must receive Holy Com-
munion no less than biannually. Materially, an Active Member must 
make contributions “of record” to the church, meaning that they are 
not anonymous. 
If you have been less active lately – cautious about COVID?  You’re not 
alone! – consider this an invitation.  Come back to the gym. And if 
you are one of the many people who worship with us but have never 
joined this way, please consider yourself invited – just ask a pastor how 
to make it happen.  Help us build up the Body of Christ. 
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CELEBRATING OUR PASTORS’ 25TH 
ORDINATION ANNIVERSARY 
Friday, Oct. 28 

We will be celebrating the anniversary of the ordination of our 
Pastors. Both Pastors have been in serving for over 25 years. 
We’ll have a dinner and lots of fun on Friday night, October 28.  
We are looking for a few people to serve on a committee to plan 
the evening. If you are interested in helping, contact Tamar Yager 
through your church directory or by getting her information from 
the church office. 

CONGREGATION MEETING 
November 6 at 11:30 

After the last service of All Saints Sunday, we will gather as a 
congregation to eat and drink, to pray, and then to discuss the 
shape of our life together. One important topic will be the Minis-
try Spending Plan for 2023. This Plan, under construction right 
now by the Finance Committee, is a declaration of our priorities 
for ministry, and guides Council and committee decision-making 
through the year. 
Please don’t miss this meeting! 

MUTUAL MINISTRY COMMITTEE  
An Update  

The Mutual Ministry Committee's current members are Deborah 
Hoke, Bruce Maynard, and Troy Stansell, along with the two pas-
tors. The purpose of the Mutual Ministry Committee is to be a 
conduit or liaison between the congregation, council, pas-
tor(s), and church employees. Deborah, Bruce, and Troy are 
available for any feedback that you wish to be brought to council 
or addressed with the employees of the church. You can contact 
one of them in person, over the phone, or through email. Contact 
info for them can be found in your church directory or through 
the church office, or you may approach one of them at church. 
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COUNCIL NEWS   
COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 
from September 2022  

• The sale of the church bus has been completed. 
• Bob Faulk has completed the walking path connect-

ing OSLC to the Lake Whippoorwill Walking path.  He 
is also exploring a partnership with the Fauquier 
County Parks and Rec to connect our property to 
other county walking paths in the future. 

• The council is exploring ways to make the community 
more aware of OSLC and the many ministries we 
support. 

• The council is evaluating church safety and security 
and ways to enhance both. 

• Council approved request from the Stewardship 
Committee to hold a Ministry Fair in 2023. 

• Council approved having an inspection of our facility 
by the Fauquier County Health Department.  This is 
required if we are to host FCCC in the future. 

• Noted that over the past several months the church 
roof has developed multiple leaks, especially in the 
Fellowship/Classroom area and the Administrative 
wing.  Council will explore ways to address this prob-
lem. 
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FINANCE 
Bonnie	McQuillan	is	our	Church	Treasurer

FINANCE	CORNER	
Prior 3 Months 2021/2022 Income and Expenses 

(General Operating Budget) 

TOTAL	
OFFERING	

TOTAL	
EXPENDITURES	

JUNE	2022	 $			29,226	 $			33,652	
JULY	2022	 $			33,639	 $			32,873	
AUGUST	2022	 $			40,260	 $			32,398	

	 	YTD	 $	264,140	 $	278,623	

AVERAGE MONTHLY OFFERING NEEDED: Our expenses 
for 2022 have been averaging ~$35,000/month. While we 
are a bit behind that in income for this year (~$33,000/month), 
for the past 2 months income has exceeded expenses! 
Thank you to everyone for your generous giving. 
Just so no one gets complacent, many probably know 
about the roof leaks this month, and the time may have 
come that a new roof cannot be put off any longer. The 
Property Committee is in the process of getting estimates 
as a first step. So, expect more news on this front. At pre-
sent, we have $17,000 in the Capital Repair/Renovation 
Fund. So, a new roof would no doubt require a Capital 
Campaign. 




