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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
The assembly stands. Remembering their baptism, all may make the sign of the cross.. 

In the name of the Father, and of the ✚ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

The presiding minister may comment briefly on the service of the day, and then invites 
the assembly to confess. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 
may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 
name. 
Amen. 

The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness with these or similar words. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 
church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the � Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

GATHERING SONG     Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying (sing 3x)  ELW 752 
 

 Lord, listen to your children praying, 
 Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 
 Lord, listen to your children praying, 
 send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace. 

 
Text: Ken Medema, b. 1943 

Text © 1973 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. ! 
APOSTOLIC GREETING     (2 CORINTHIANS 13:14) 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Kyrie:   from All Creation Sings, Setting 12               
All sing after a brief organ introduction. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 

Let us pray.  [A brief silence is kept before the prayer.] 
God among us, we gather in the name of your Son to learn love for one 
another. Keep our feet from evil paths. Turn our minds to your wisdom and 
our hearts to the grace revealed in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 
Amen. 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 
The assembly is seated. 

FIRST READING:   AMOS 8: 4-7 
4Hear this, you that trample on the needy, 
 and bring to ruin the poor of the land, 
5saying, “When will the new moon be over 
 so that we may sell grain; 
and the sabbath, 
 so that we may offer wheat for sale? 
We will make the ephah small and the shekel great, 
 and practice deceit with false balances, 
6buying the poor for silver 
 and the needy for a pair of sandals, 
 and selling the sweepings of the wheat.” 
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 7The Lord has sworn by the pride of Jacob: 
 Surely I will never forget any of their deeds. 

The reading concludes:  
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

The Psalm is omitted 

SECOND READING:  1 TIMOTHY 2:1-7 
1First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 
thanksgivings be made for everyone, 2for kings and all who are in high 
positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and 
dignity. 3This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 4who 
desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 5For 
 there is one God; 
  there is also one mediator between God and humankind, 
 Christ Jesus, himself human, 
  6who gave himself a ransom for all 
—this was attested at the right time.7For this I was appointed a herald and an 
apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith 
and truth. 

The reading concludes:  
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation     
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
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GOSPEL:     LUKE 16:1-13 
The holy gospel according to St. Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
1Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, 
and charges were brought to him that this man was squandering his 
property. 2So he summoned him and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear 
about you? Give me an accounting of your management, because you cannot 
be my manager any longer.’  
3Then the manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, now that my master is 
taking the position away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am 
ashamed to beg. 4I have decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as 
manager, people may welcome me into their homes.’  
5So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he asked the first, ‘How 
much do you owe my master?’ 6He answered, ‘A hundred jugs of olive oil.’ He 
said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.’ 7Then he 
asked another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred 
containers of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill and make it eighty.’  
8And his master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted 
shrewdly; for the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with their 
own generation than are the children of light. 9And I tell you, make friends for 
yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may 
welcome you into the eternal homes. 
10“Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is 
dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much. 11If then you have not been 
faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true 
riches? 12And if you have not been faithful with what belongs to another, who 
will give you what is your own? 13No slave can serve two masters; for a slave 
will either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one and 
despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.” 

The gospel concludes:  
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 517 Lord, Keep Us Steadfast 
1 Lord, keep us steadfast in your word; 

curb those who by deceit or sword 
would wrest the kingdom from your Son 
and bring to naught all he has done. 

2 Lord Jesus Christ, your pow'r make known, 
for you are Lord of lords alone; 
defend your holy church, that we 
may sing your praise eternally. 

3 O Comforter of priceless worth, 
send peace and unity on earth; 
support us in our final strife 
and lead us out of death to life. 

Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt. 

THE RITE OF CONFIRMATION 
Confirmands gather with the ministers at the font. 
The presiding minister addresses the assembly. 

Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for these people, one 
with us in the body of Christ, who are making public affirmation of their 
baptism. 

The Confirmands are presented by a representative of the congregation: 
I present: 

Georgia Brennan ✚ Lilly Knisely ✚ Evelyn Maynard ✚ Jaiden Shorey ✚ Jayce Dittmar  
… who desire to make public affirmation of their baptism. 

The presiding minister may continue with prayer. 
Let us pray. Merciful God, we thank you for these sisters and brothers, whom 
you have made your own by water and the Word in baptism. 
You have called them to yourself, enlightened them with the gifts of your 
Spirit, and nourished them in the community of faith. 
Uphold your servants in the gifts and promises of baptism, and unite the 
hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth. We ask this in the name of 
Christ. 
Amen. 

The presiding minister addresses those making public affirmation of baptism. 
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I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith 
of the church. 
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 

Confirmands:  I renounce them. 
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 

Confirmands: I renounce them. 
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

Confirmands: I renounce them. 
The presiding minister addresses the Confirmands and the assembly. 

Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 

The presiding minister addresses those making public affirmation of baptism. 
You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the 
covenant God made with you in holy baptism: 

• to live among God’s faithful people, 
• to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, 
• to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 
• to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 
• and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 

Each person responds: 
I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
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The minister addresses the assembly. 
People of God, do you promise to support these your sisters and brothers, and 
to pray for them in their life in Christ? 

We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
Those making affirmation may kneel. The presiding minister prays for God’s blessing. 

Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy 
Spirit you give us new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. 

The blessing may be repeated for each person. The minister may anoint each 
confirmand and say: 

Stir up in  name  the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and 
the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. 
Amen. 

Those making public affirmation stand and face the assembly. A representative of the 
congregation addresses the assembly. 

Let us rejoice with these sisters and brothers in Christ. 
We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. 
Together we will give thanks and praise to God 
and proclaim the good news to all the world. 

CONFIRMATION HYMN   Now Thank We All Our God (st. 1 2 3)   ELW 839 
1 Now thank we all our God 
 with hearts and hands and voices, 
 who wondrous things has done, 
 in whom this world rejoices; 
 who, from our mothers' arms, 
 has blest us on our way 
 with countless gifts of love, 
 and still is ours today. 
 
2 Oh, may this bounteous God 
 through all our life be near us, 
 with ever joyful hearts 
 and blessed peace to cheer us, 
 and keep us all in grace, 
 and guide us when perplexed, 
 and free us from all harm 
 in this world and the next. 

 
Text: Martin Rinkhart, 1586-1649; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
An assisting minister leads the prayers. 

As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us 
gather our prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation. 

A brief silence. 
God our Savior, you keep your church in faith and truth. Bless our Sunday 
School and other ministries of faith formation. Let your Spirit descend upon the 
young people who affirm their faith today, and keep them steadfast all their lives 
long. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Ruler of the nations, you direct those in authority. Bless Joseph our president 
and Glenn our governor. Give wisdom and compassion to the leaders of every 
nation, so that all people may live with peace and dignity. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Help of the needy, you lift up those who are oppressed. Fill our nation with such 
righteousness that it will no longer tolerate poverty and hunger. Sustain 
ministries to the poor, including our partners at People Helping People, Habitat 
for Humanity, and the Fauquier County Food Bank. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Hope of the distressed, you reach out in love. Make your power known through 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Papua New Guinea, as it responds to the 
many people harmed by last week's earthquake. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
Healer of the sick, hear our prayers for those we love: (names). God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
God of glory, you gather your saints around your throne. Keep us thankful for 
the witness of those who have gone before us (especially ... and), and Dag 
Hammarskold, diplomat and statesman, whom we remember today. God of 
grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Gathered in the communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we offer these and 
all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
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PEACE         (John 20:19, 21, 26) 
The presiding minister and assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be 
with you,” or similar words. 

The assembly is seated. 
MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
OFFERING  

Let us offer back to God what God has first given us: our selves, our time, and 
our possessions, signs of God’s gracious love.  

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church. During this time, the table is set. 

DOXOLOGY 
As the offering is presented, we stand and sing.        (Old Hundredth) 
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OFFERING PRAYER     
The assisting minister offers this or a similar prayer. 

Let us pray. [A brief silence] 
God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open 
your hand in blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that we may 
come to the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and 
Lord. 
Amen. 

DIALOGUE 
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks. 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the 

grave,  and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting 
life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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SANCTUS          (Isaiah 6:3) 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
On behalf of the assembly, the presiding minister offers a sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the  

sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 
me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection and ascension, we await his 
coming in glory. 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 
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share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;  
To whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and 

forever.  
Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
The presiding minister may introduce the Lord’s Prayer. 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as our Savior taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The presiding minister invites the assembly in the words of Psalm 34: 

Taste and see that the Lord is good.  
Happy are those who take refuge in him. 

The assembly may be seated. The bread may be broken for the communion. 

COMMUNION 
All baptized Christians are welcome to receive Christ in his Supper. Those who do not 
receive may come forward with their arms crossed over their chest and receive a pastoral 
blessing. To learn about being baptized, please ask a pastor after service. 
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say: 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person may respond 
Amen. 
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COMMUNION SONG:   Agnus Dei       (John 1:29) 
Assembly song and other music may accompany the communion. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assisting minister leads the  prayer after communion. 

Let us pray together. [A brief silence] 
Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of 
those whom you have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BLESSING 
The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing. 

Almighty God, Father, � Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
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SENDING SONG       Sent Forth by God’s Blessing    ELW 547 
1 Sent forth by God's blessing, 
 our true faith confessing, 
 the people of God from this dwelling take leave. 
 The supper is ended. 
 Oh, now be extended 
 the fruits of this service in all who believe. 
 The seed of Christ's teaching, 
 receptive souls reaching, 
 shall blossom in action for God and for all. 
 Your grace shall incite us, 
 your love shall unite us 
 to work for your kingdom and answer your call. 
 
2 With praise and thanksgiving 
 to God ever-living, 
 the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face— 
 our faith ever sharing, 
 in love ever caring, 
 embracing God's children, the whole human race. 
 With your feast you feed us, 
 with your light now lead us; 
 unite us as one in this life that we share. 
 Then may all the living 
 with praise and thanksgiving 
 give honor to Christ and his name that we bear. 
 

Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt. 
Text © 1964 World Library Publications, 3708 River Rd., Suite 400, Franklin Park, IL 60131. 

All rights reserved. 
 

DISMISSAL 
The assisting minister sends the assembly into mission. 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 
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Bible Readings 
for Daily Prayer 

These may be read by themselves or  
as part of the Matins and Vespers services. 

Monday 
Psalm 12 
Proverbs 14:12-31 
Acts 4:1-12 

Tuesday 
Psalm 12 
Proverbs 17:1-5 
1 Corinthians 9:19-23 

Wednesday 
Psalm 12 
Proverbs 21:10-16 
Luke 20:45—21:4 

Thursday 
Psalm 146 
Proverbs 22:2-16 
2 Corinthians 8:8-15 

Psalm 146 
Proverbs 28:3-10 
Ephesians 2:1-10 

Saturday 
Psalm 146 
Proverbs 28:11-28 
Luke 9:43b-48 

Sunday 
September 25-October 
1 (Lectionary 26) 

Amos 6:1a, 4-7 
Psalm 146 
1 Timothy 6:6-19 
Luke 16:19-31 

Friday 


