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About Our Worship 
What is it Called?  

Among Lutherans, the oldest and most 
traditional name for our central act of 
worship is the Divine Service, or 
Gottesdienst.  
This can be heard two ways:  as our 
service to God – and as God’s service to us.  
Both understandings are correct, although 
the second is far more important than the 
first. For it is God’s initiative, God’s action 
in the Word and the Sacraments, by 
which we are saved, forgiven and brought 
into a new relationship with God. 
The gathering at which the Gospel is 
proclaimed and the Lord’s Body and 
Blood are shared among his people, goes 
by many names.  
We call it the Liturgy, Greek for “work of 
the people;” the Sacrament of the Altar; 
the Eucharist, meaning “thanksgiving;” 
Holy Communion, because in it we are 
made one with God and each other; and 
sometimes the Mass, from the traditional 
Latin words with which the assistant 
minister sends the people out into the world:  
“Ite, missa est,” which we render “Go in peace. 
Serve the Lord.”  

 
How is it Organized? 

One of the earliest descriptions of Christian worship comes from St. Justin the 
Martyr, who died around 165 AD.  Writing for non-Christians, Justin explains 
that the service has four parts: 

I. The Gathering 
II. The Service of the Word 
III. The Service of the Meal 
IV. The Sending 

Over time, this basic structure has been expanded somewhat. Services in 
different churches may look and sound quite different from one another. But, 
almost without exception, the same four-part pattern can be discerned in all of 
them. 

 

Luther communing his prince, John the Steadfast 
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The Gathering 

The Holy Spirit calls us together 
INVOCATION 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
Amen. 

The presiding minister may comment briefly on the service of the day, and 
then invites the assembly to confess.  
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

The assembly kneels or stands.  
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 
may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your holy name. Amen. 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for 
us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and 
ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 
the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 

GATHERING SONG  A Mighty Fortress   #504 
We gather with a song from Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) 
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The	Invocation	calls	upon	God	to	
be	present.		

By	using	the	Holy	Trinity,	which	is	
the		name	in	which	Jesus	taught	us	
to	baptize,	we	remember	our	
baptism.	

Many	Lutherans	make	the	sign	of	
the	Cross	when	the	Trinity	is	named.	

+	

The	confession	and	forgiveness	of	
sins	is	a	basic	ritual	of	the	Christian	
faith.			

As	it	says	in	1	John	1:8-9:		

“If	we	say	that	we	have	no	sin,	we	
deceive	ourselves,	and	the	truth	is	
not	in	us.	If	we	confess	our	sins,	he	
who	is	faithful	and	just	will	forgive	
us	our	sins	and	cleanse	us	from	all	
unrighteousness.”	

The	early	Lutherans	declared	that	
“the	custom	has	been	retained	
among	us	of	not	administering	the	
sacrament	to	those	who	have	not	
previously	been	examined	and	
absolved.”	(Augsburg	Confession,	
XXV).	

This	brief	public	order	is	not	meant	
to	replace	the	more	intimate	service	
of	individual	confession	and	
forgiveness,	which	can	be	found	on	
p.	243	of	Evangelical	Lutheran	
Worship.		

+	

A	gathering	song	helps	worshipers	
to	focus	their	own	thought.	

Although	we	usually	sing	a	hymn,	
there	are	many	other	kinds	of	
gathering	song,	such	as	the	classic	
“introits,”	short	poems	based	on	the	
psalms.	
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APOSTOLIC GREETING     (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 LITANY: Kyrie eleison               
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The	Greeting	welcomes	
worshipers	in	the	name	of	the	
Triune	God.			

Like	so	much	of	the	language	used	
in	our	worship,	it	is	a	quotation	from	
the	Bible	itself.	

	

The	words	“Kyrie,	eleison”	are	
Greek	for	“Lord,	have	mercy.”		

The	phrase	was	originally	addressed	
to	a	secular	ruler,	and	Christians	use	
it	to	show	that	God	alone	is	our	
sovereign.	

Even	when	the	service	was	sung	in	
Latin,	the	Kyrie	was	customarily	in	
Greek.	

An	Eastern	form	of	the	Kyrie,	
beginning	“In	peace	let	us	pray	to	
the	Lord,”	was	introduced	for	
Lutheran	use	in	the	1958	Service	
Book	and	Hymnal,	and	is	still	
available	to	us.	

In	a	simple	service,	the	Kyrie	can	be	
used	as	a	gathering	hymn,	and	sung	
while	the	ministers	take	their	places.	

	

	

	

	

	

	

In this woodblock print by Lucas Cranach, Luther’s preaching 
points his listeners away from the fires of hell, and toward the altar 
on which the crucified Christ appears for them. 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE:  Gloria in Excelsis
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The	Canticle	(or	Hymn)	of	Praise	is	
a	brief	song	taken	from	the	Bible,	
which	tells	of	God’s	glory.	

We	usually	sing	the	Gloria	in	
Excelsis,	based	in	part	on	the	song	
the	angels	sing	to	announce	the	
birth	of	Jesus,	in	Luke	2:14.	

The	Gloria	in	Excelsis	is	a	very	
ancient	hymn,	long	sung	at	Morning	
Prayer	and	then	introduced	to	the	
Roman	Mass		on	Christmas	Eve,	
around	the	year	AD	135.	

The	Canticle	of	Praise	may	be	
omitted	in	Advent	and	Lent,	or	
whenever	a	simpler	service	is	
desired.	

Especially	during	the	Sundays	of	
Easter,	many	Lutherans	sing	the	
Dignus	est	Agnus,	“This	is	the	Feast	
of	Victory,”	based	on	verses	from	
Revelation	chapters	5,	15	and	19.	
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The presiding minister offers the Prayer of the Day. 

Let us pray. [Pause]  
Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy 
Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your Holy 
Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your 
word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them 
against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church 
your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  
Amen. 

The Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

The assembly is seated. 
THE CHILDREN’S WORD 
Children may come forward. The bashful may be accompanied by an adult!  
THE FIRST READING    (JEREMIAH 31:31-34) 

A reading from Jeremiah. 
31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make 
a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of 
Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with their 
ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of 
the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was 
their husband, says the LORD. 
33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of 
Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within 
them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, 
and they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one 
another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall 
all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says 
the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their 
sin no more. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

THE PSALM 
The Psalm appointed for the day is read or sung responsively. 

1God is our refuge and strength, 
 a very present help in trouble. 
2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, 
 and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 
3though its waters rage and foam, 
 and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
 the holy habitation of the Most High. 
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The	Prayer	of	the	Day	concludes	
the	gathering	rite.			

This	prayer	is	in	a	terse,	condensed	
form	called	a	“collect,”	which	
consists	of	several	parts,	including:	

• An	address	to	God;	
• A	reminder	of	God’s	past	work;	
• A	request	for	God’s	help	now;	
• A	conclusion,	usually	“through	
Jesus	Christ	our	Lord,	who	lives	
and	reigns	with	you	and	the	Holy	
Spirit,”	etc.	

Many	of	our	collects	are	over	1000	
years	old.	

Today’s	Prayer	of	the	Day	is	
adapted	from	the	1539	Saxon	
Church	Order	of	Duke	Henry	

+	

The	First	Reading	is	usually	from	
the	Old	Testament.	

This	reading	is	from	prophet	active	
roughly	600	years	before	Christ.		It	
promises	God’s	People	that,	despite	
their	disobedience	to	the	Ten	
Commandments	and	other	rules,	
God	still	desires	a	new	and	different	
relationship	with	them.	

+	

The	Psalms	were	the	first	hymnal.	

For	the	first	thousand	years,	only	
the	Scriptures	were	sung	in	the	
Divine	Service.	There	were	no	other	
hymns.	

The	Book	of	Psalms,	set	to	many	
different	musical	tones,	provided	
the	heart	of	Christian	song.	

The	Psalm	may	be	sung:	

• in	unison	by	the	whole	assembly,	
• responsively	by	a	cantor	and	the	
assembly,	or		

• responsorially,	with	a	cantor	
singing	the	verses	and	the	
assembly	joining	in	on	a	refrain.	
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5God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; 
  God shall help it at the break of day. 
6The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; 
 God speaks, and the earth melts away.  
7The Lord of hosts is with us; 
 the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
8Come now, regard the works of the Lord, 
 what desolations God has brought upon the earth; 
9behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; 
 who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns 
the shields with fire. 
10“Be still, then, and know that I am God; 
 I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the 
earth.” 
11The Lord of hosts is with us; 
 the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

THE SECOND READING     (ROMANS 3:19-28) 
A reading from Romans. 

19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those 
who are under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and 
the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For “no 
human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by 
the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 
21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been 
disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22the 
righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who 
believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and 
fall short of the glory of God; 24they are now justified by his 
grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by 
his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his 
righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed 
over the sins previously committed; 26it was to prove at the 
present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies the 
one who has faith in Jesus. 
27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? 
By that of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a 
person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the 
law. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

5

	

This	particular	psalm,	the	46th,	is	the	
inspiration	for	Luther’s	famous	
hymn,	“A	Mighty	Fortress	is	Our	
God.”	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

+	

The	Second	Reading	is	usually	
from	one	of	the	Epistles	(or	
Letters)	of	the	New	Testament.	

+	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



 

 8 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel  

 
GOSPEL 

The holy gospel according to  St. John.            (ST. JOHN 8:31-36) 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in 
my word, you are truly my disciples; 32and you will know the truth, 
and the truth will make you free.”  
33They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have 
never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will 
be made free’?” 
34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who 
commits sin is a slave to sin. 35The slave does not have a permanent 
place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36So if the 
Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 
The gospel concludes: 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

HANDBELL ANTHEM  Beautiful Savior      HANDBELL CHOIR 
SERMON 
HYMN OF THE DAY  Lord Keep Us Steadfast  #517 
THE NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was 
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became 
truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he 
rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

6

The	Gospel	Acclamation	is	a	cry	
of	joy	at	the	coming	of	Jesus.		

Alleluia	derives	from	the	Hebrew	
words	for	“Praise	to	God.”		

The	words	“Lord	to	whom	shall	
we	go,”	etc.,	are	Peter’s	answer	to	
Jesus	in	John	6:68.	Other	phrases	
from	Scripture	can	be	used	here	as	
well,	proper	to	each	celebration.	

+	

The	four	Gospels	–	Matthew,	
Mark,	Luke	and	John	--	tell	the	
story	of	the	Lord’s	birth,	death	
and	resurrection.	

We	read	from	one	of	these	books	
at	every	single	Divine	Service.	

For	Lutherans,	“the	Gospel”	also	
refers,	specifically,	to	the	
forgiveness	of	sin	which	God	has	
offered	us	in	Christ.		In	this	sense,	
the	Gospel	can	be	found	all	
through	the	Bible,	not	merely	in	
these	four	books.	

+	

Bells	have	been	rung	in	churches	
since	at	least	AD	400.			

Tuned	handbells	developed	in	
England	during	the	1600s.	

+	

The	sermon	is	described	by	
Justin	Martyr	(C.	AD	15)	as	both	
teaching	and	exhortation.		

In	Protestant	theology,	is	is	
sometimes	called	“the	living	voice	
of	the	Gospel.”	

The	Hymn	of	the	Day	and	
Sermon	reflect		the	themes	of	
the	readings.	

Today’s	hymn	was	written	by	
Martin	Luther,	as	a	prayer	that	the	
Church	remain	faithful	amidst	its	
many	challenges.	

+	
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He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 
the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through 
the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look 
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
An assisting minister invites the assembly to pray for those in need.  

In gratitude and humility, let us join in prayer for the church and 
the world. 

A brief silence. 
God our fortress, we pray for the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America and throughout the world, as well as for all churches 
that profess your Gospel. Write in our hearts your law of love, 
that we remain steadfast in our witness to your grace. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God, our refuge and strength, we pray for the nations. Where 
they are in an uproar, bring wise leadership and comfort for 
those in distress. Make wars to cease and peace to enter every 
land. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God our redeemer, we pray for this congregation. Bless our 
Sunday School and Confirmation Class, our Bible Studies and 
our ministries of compassion. Open our hearts to your Holy 
Spirit, teach us your word, and give us courage to proclaim our 
faith. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
God, our very present help in trouble, we pray for those in need. 
Show mercy to those fleeing from danger. Shelter those without 
homes. Calm those facing illness (especially). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God our stronghold, we give thanks for the saints whose witness 
inspires our faith, including Martin Luther and all reformers of 
your church. Renew and reform us as we strive to continue in 
your word. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
With grateful hearts we commend our prayers to you, O God; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 

7

The	Nicene	Creed	is	a	statement	of	
faith	embraced	by	nearly	all	
Christians.			

In	AD	325,	the	Council	of	Nicaea	
agreed	on	this	description	of	the	
Holy	Trinity,	one	God	made	known	
in	three	equal	but	distinct	persons.	

At	baptisms,	and	during	the	season	
of	Lent,	we	use	the	Apostles’	Creed.	
This	is	an	older	statement	of	faith,	
originally	used	to	instruct	new	
Christians	before	they	were	
baptized.	

On	the	Feast	of	the	Holy	Trinity,	
many	Lutheran	congregations	recite	
the	Athanasian	Creed,	a	detailed	
medieval	confession	of	faith	in	both	
the	equality	and	the	individuality	of	
the	Father,	Son	and	Holy	Spirit.	

	

+	

Prayer	of	Intercession	ask	God’s	
help	for	the	church,	the	world	and	
all	in	need.	

The	prayers	are	prepared	locally	for	
each	service,	although	we	
customarily	adapt	them	from	
models	provided	by	our	church	
publishing	house.	
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 PEACE 
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.  

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The Meal 
God nourishes us with love. 

OFFERING 
An offering is gathered for the work of the church. 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM Built on a Rock  ADULT CHOIR 

OFFERTORY PROCESSION  
As the offering is presented, we stand and sing.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 

The assisting minister offers this or a similar prayer. 
Let us pray.  

[A brief silence] 
God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, 
and you open your hand in blessing. Fill us with good 
things at your table, that we may come to the help of all 
in need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord.  
Amen. 
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“Peace	be	with	you”	is	a	traditional	
Middle	Eastern	greeting.		

It	is	how	the	risen	Christ	greets	his	
disciples	in	the	Gospels	of	Luke	and,	
especially,	John.	

+	

An	offering	of	money	–	and	
sometimes	food	–	supports	the	
church’s	ministry.	

The	Choir	Anthem	is	based	on	a	hymn	
by	Nikolai	F.S.	Grundtvig,	a	beloved	
theologian	of	the	Lutheran	Church	in	
Denmark.	

In	some	Lutheran	churches,	the	bread	
and	wine	for	Holy	Communion	are	
brought	forward	as	part	of	this	
offering.	

This	particular	processional	song	is	
typical	of	the	Trinitarian	“doxologies,”	
or	acclamations,	often	added	to	
psalms	and	hymns.		

It	was	written	for	Psalms	134	and	later	
100	in	Calvinist	services.	The	tune	is	
called	“Old	Hundredth.”	

	

	

	

+	

The	offering	prayer	gives	thanks	to	
God,	especially	for	the	material	gifts	
which	are	presented	upon	the	altar.	

There	are	many	fine	offering	prayers.		
This	one	is	based	loosely	on	Psalm	
145:15,	which	was	adapted	by	Martin	
Luther	as	a	table	blessing	in	his	Small	
Catechism.	
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DIALOGUE  
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks. 

 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
PREFACE 
The presiding minister continues with the Preface. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all 
times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty 
and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this 
day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth 
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 

SANCTUS  
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In	the	Dialogue,	the	presiding	
minister	and	people	share	their	joy	
as	they	begin	the	Great	
Thanksgiving.	

Called	the	Sursum	corda	in	Latin,	
this	is	one	of	the	oldest	parts	of	the	
service.	It	dates	to	the	3rd	century	or	
earlier,	and	appears	in	all	the	
surviving	ancient	rites.	

	

+	

The	Preface	is	a	brief	introduction	
to	the	Eucharistic	Prayer.		

Slightly	different	Prefaces	reflect	
the	themes	of	different	days	and	
seasons.	

	

+	

The	Sanctus,	or	“Holy,	holy,	
holy,”		recognizes	the	glory	of	
God	coming	from	Heaven	to	
Earth.	

In	Isaiah	6,	the	prophet	has	a	vision	
of	heaven,	where	angels	surround	
God’s	throne,	singing	“Holy,	holy,	
holy.”	

When	Jesus	enters	Jerusalem,	he	is	
greeted	as	king	in	the	words	of	
Psalm	118:26,	“Blessed	is	the	One	
who	comes	in	the	name	of	the	
Lord.”	

Many	people	give	a	deep	bow	of	
reverence	as	the	Sanctus	begins,	
and	rise	after	the	first	Hosanna.		
They	may	also	make	the	sign	of	the	
Cross	at	the	words	“Blessed	is	he.”	
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
The presiding minister offers a sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most 
holy, and great is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the 
world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. 
We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us 
your holy will and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took 
bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 
for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.  
Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving 
passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, and 
the promise of his coming again, we give thanks to you, O Lord 
God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask you 
mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with your  
Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, and these your 
own gifts of  bread and wine, so that we and all who share in the 
body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing 
and grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed to 
live as your holy people and be given our inheritance with all 
your saints. 
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and 
glory in your holy church, now and forever. 

 LORD’S PRAYER 
The presiding minister may introduce the Lord’s Prayer. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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+	

The	Eucharistic	Prayer	gives	
thanks	for	all	God’s	gifts,	and	
especially	the	sacrifice	of	Christ.	

It	recounts	briefly	the	history	of	
God’s	saving	acts.	

The	Words	of	Institution		(”in	the	
night	in	which	he	was	betrayed,”	
etc.)	describe	the	Lord’s	actions	in	
taking	the	bread	and	cup	and	
giving	them	to	his	disciples.		They	
are	the	unchanging	center	of	the	
Eucharistic	Prayer.	

We	have	many	forms	of	Eucharistic	
Prayer.		This	one	was	introduced	in	
the	1950s,	and	is	based	on	ancient	
models.	

	“A	sacrifice	of	praise	and	
thanksgiving”	is	the	Lutheran	
definition	of	our	role	in	the	Divine	
Service,	taken	from	Melanchthon’s	
Apology	for	the	Augsburg	
Confession.	

As	the	prayer	reaches	its	climax,	
we	invite	the	Holy	Spirit	to	be	
present,	acknowledging	the	
wholeness	of	the	Triune	God.	

	

	

	

	

	

The	Lord’s	Prayer	was	taught	by	
Jesus	to	the	disciples	in	Matthew	
6:9-13	and	Luke	11:2-4.	

Because	so	many	generations	of	
English-speaking	Christians	have	
memorized	this	prayer	in	the	old	
language	of	the	Anglican	Prayer	
Book,	we	customarily	recite	it	that	
way.	
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The presiding minister invites the assembly to the table in the words of 
Psalm 34: 

Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
Happy are those who take refuge in him.  

The assembly may be seated.  
COMMUNION 
All baptized Christians are welcome to 
receive Christ in his Supper.  Those who 
do not receive may come forward with 
their arms crossed over their chest, and 
receive a pastoral blessing. 
To learn about being baptized, please ask 
a pastor. 
When giving the bread and cup, the 
communion ministers say 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
and each person may respond 
Amen. 

COMMUNION SONG:  AGNUS DEI   (ST. JOHN 1:29) 
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+	

There	are	many	ways	to	invite	
the	assembly	to	the	table.		

We	sometimes	borrow	the	
form	of	the	Eastern	churches	
and	say:	

“Holy	things	for	holy	people.”	

+	

The	Body	and	Blood	of	Christ.	

Lutherans	believe	that	Christ	is	
truly	present	in,	with	and	under	
the	forms	of	bread	and	wine.	

We	do	not	know	how	Christ	is	
present,	but	trust	in	his	own	
promise.	

	

	

	

	

+	

The	Agnus	Dei,	or	“Lamb	of	
God,”		recognizes	that	God	
offers	forgiveness	through	
the	Body	and	Blood	of	Christ.	

It	is	based	on	John	the	Baptist’s	
remark	when	he	encounters	
Jesus:		“Behold,	the	Lamb	of	
God	which	takes	away	the	sin	
of	the	world.”	(John	1:29).	
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BLESSING 
After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands. The presiding 
minister gives a table blessing. 
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE:  NUNC DIMITTIS            (ST. LUKE 2:29-32) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assisting minister offers this or a similar prayer. 

Let us pray.  
[A brief pause] 
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed 
us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your 
mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you 
and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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The	Nunc	dimittis	is	also	called	
“the	Song	of	Simeon.”	

A	man	named	Simeon	waited	in	
the	Temple	for	the	coming	of	the	
Messiah.	When	the	infant	Jesus	
was	brought	there	by	his	parents,	
Simeon	saw	that	his	long	vigil	was	
over.	

	He	sang	this	song	with	joy	as	he	
left	the	Temple	–	and	so	do	we.	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

+	

	

There	are	many	fine	prayers	for	use	
after	Communion.	This	one	is	taken	
from	Luther’s	German	Mass,	and	is	
found	in	nearly	all	Lutheran	service	
books.	
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The Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BENEDICTION 
The presiding minister blesses the assembly in the name of the Trinity. 

Almighty God, the Father, ☩ the Son and the Holy Spirit, bless 
you now and forever. 
Amen. 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
SENDING SONG  God of Grace and God of Glory  #705 
DISMISSAL 
The assisting minister sends the assembly into mission. 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Morning and Evening Prayer 
Since ancient times, it has been customary for Christians to gather in the 
morning and the evening. By Luther’s day, this simple custom had developed 
into a complicated system of  prayers, which monks and priests were expected 
to say every day – and few laypeople ever said at all. 
The early Lutheran church orders, or service books, restored the older and 
simpler pattern.  Our newest book, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, continues 
this tradition. 
In the morning, we usually recite Psalm 95 and few other psalms, read a lesson 
from the Scriptures, and sing the Benedictus, or Song of Zechariah, from St. 
Luke’s Gospel. 
Evening Prayer follows a similar pattern.  It may begin with a “Thanksgiving 
for Light,” and Psalm 141 ("Let my prayer rise before you”), and includes the 
Magnificat, or Song of Mary. 
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+	

The	Benediction	concludes	the	
service	using	the	Name	in	which	it	
was	begun.	

As	an	alternative,	we	may	use	the	
blessing	that	Aaron	pronounced	over	
the	people	of	Israel	(Numbers	6:22-
27):		“May	the	Lord	bless	you	and	
keep	you,”	etc.	

+	

The	Dismissal	sends	us	out	to	serve.	
The	words	“dismiss”	and	“Mass”	
share	a	root	with	“mission.”	
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Is the Lutheran Service Different  
from Those of Other Churches? 

It is! By the time of the Reformation, the services of 
the Western church had been weighed down with 
excess baggage – a profusion of prayers to various 
saints, personal devotions, and needless repetition. 
In two important essays, the Formula of Mass and the 
German Mass, Luther attempted to strip away the 
medieval accretions and reveal the basic structure of 
the ceremony in its original clarity. Unlike some later 
Protestants, he was careful to retain many of the 
beloved songs and prayers, but now in a purified 
form. For that reason, a typical Lutheran service 
bears a strong family resemblance to those of the 
Anglican and Roman churches. 
Of course, after five centuries, we do not use 
precisely the services that Luther himself envisioned.  
He prescribed, for instance, that both the Gospel 
reading and Words of Institution should be sung, and 
even gave sample tunes! He also insisted that the 
Latin language be retained for some services. 
Perhaps Luther’s greatest contribution to worship 
was his insistence that there be no law governing it, 
and that local churches be able to adjust the 
ceremonies to suit their own needs. 

About This Service 
Most of the service printed here is adapted from 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship (2006), the most 
commonly-used Lutheran service book in the North 
America.  ELW contains ten different musical 
settings. 
A new hymnal supplement, All Creation Sings, was 
released in 2020. Today’s Kyrie is taken from it. 
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