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WORSHIP 
 REFORMATION DAY 
October 29-30 

As we celebrate Martin Luther’s 
bold Ninety-Five Theses of 1517, 
we will use a special bulletin at the 
10:30 service that offers a guide 
to the history and practice of Lu-
theran worship. 
But even before that, at 9:00am, 
we will begin a new Adult Sunday 
School course on Our Lutheran Heritage.   
Join us to look at the Theses themselves, as well as some of the 
important developments that followed, such as the Augsburg 
Confession.  

WEEKEND WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
• Saturday Night (5:30pm): A relaxed and joyful 

celebration of God’s presence among us. 
• First Light (Sunday at 8:00am): Our Saviour’s 

early morning service is short and meditative. 
• Sunday School for ALL AGES (Sunday at 

9:00am). 
• Organ & Choir (Sunday at 10:30am): Vintage Lu-

theranism: liturgical but not stuffy, with a con-
stant focus on God’s love, communicated 
through the Word and Sacraments. 

 

FALL BEHIND ON ALL SAINTS: 
Clocks move backward one hour at 2:00am  

on Sunday, November 6, 2022. 
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ALL SAINTS
November 5-6 

 “We feebly struggle, they in glory shine.” So we 
sing when we remember the saints, echoing Co-
lossians 1:12. 
Peter and Paul.  Augustine and Ambrose. Mary, 
both Magdalene and the Mother of our Lord. The-
se are just a few of the myriad saints whose 
names are remembered wherever Christians gath-
er. 
Of course, all God’s people are made holy – made 
saints – by their baptism into Christ. This includes 

those beloved by this congregation – for instance, all our charter 
members -- who now live forever with God. It also includes those 
whose lives and faith have witnessed to you, personally, in ways 
nobody else may know. 
As we celebrate All Saints, there will be candles and a bowl of 
sand in the church. Before the service, or during a hymn, you are 
invited to come forward and light one in memory of a person 
whose holiness has been a 
light to your own life. 

THANKSGIVING 
Tuesday, 22 November 
Bring Family, Friends 
and Neighbors! 

Before so many of us travel for a feast of turkey and an argument 
over which cranberry sauce is best, we have a special opportuni-
ty to gather with our fellow-believers to share Thanksgiving as it 
is meant to be – an offering of thanks and praise to our Maker 
and Sustainer. 
We will worship at 7pm, and then move to the Fellowship Hall to 
share tasty treats. It used to be called Pie-Fest, but it has been 
renamed:  Praise and Pie! 



 4 

 
If Christ is King, what does that 
mean about earthly rulers?  Are 
they his servants, or pretenders 
to his throne? 
On the weekend of November 
19-20, the church’s worship 
year reaches a climax with the 
celebration of Christ’s reign. It 
is a chance to ask hard ques-
tions about faith and the civil 

authority.  
 

 
 
 

NOVEMBER 20  

PREPARE YE THE WAY 

ADVENT BEGINS NOVEMBER 27 

He is Coming 
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LEARNING  
Our	Saviour	offers	opportunities	for	people	of	every	age	to	deepen	their	faith	and	
understanding	of	God’s	Word	at	work	in	the	world.	

TUESDAY 
The Ladies’ Bible Study meets at 10am in the church library, 
and is taking a careful look at Mark’s Gospel, using a book by Li-
sa Harper called “The Jesus We’re Aching For.” 

WEDNESDAY  
CONFIRMATION CLASS for 7th and 8th graders begins at 6pm 
sharp.  This is the Catechism Year, a look at the history and 
teaching of the Church.  Contact Pastor Michael for details. 

THURSDAY MORNING 
At 10am, Dave Raecke’s class meets in Room 6 and by Zoom. 
Their current subject is “I AM: Seven Powerful Claims of 
Christ.” Meeting ID = 324 473 7047 

THURSDAY EVENING 
Join Pastor Michael for a close look at the Biblical basis of next 
week’s sermon. 5pm by Zoom.  Meeting ID = 895 0940 7035 

SUNDAY 
Adults: Grab some coffee at 8:45 and join us at 9am in Room 6. 
From Oct. 30 to Nov. 20, Pastor Michael will share an overview of 
Our Lutheran Heritage. 
In person AND by Zoom: Meeting ID = 837 8450 0891; 
Passcode = 285077 
Kids: Gather at 9am in the worship space for Singing with Miss 
Sally, and then break out into classes to learn the story of God’s 
love. 
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YOUTH AND CHILDREN  
LOST AND FOUND 
For 7th & 8th Graders 

Lost and Found is a gathering of several hundred 7th and 8th 
grade youth and their adult advisors for Large Group experiences 
with lots of singing and fun and Small Group experiences with 
lots of new friends, games, conversation, and faith sharing. There 
is also a big chunk of free time on Saturday when we have our 
“Open Mic / Talent Show” and time late in the evening to relax 
and talk with the other youth and adults from your congregation. 
Please go to our website at www.oslc-warrenton.org to find out 
more about Lost and Found under our Upcoming Events (un-
der Events tab at top of home page) or Latest News (under 
News tab at top of home page). There you will get more details 
as well as links to this event and registration on Virginia	Synod’s	
website. 
Partial or full scholarships are available by reaching out to the 
church office. 

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH OVERNIGHT RETREAT 
Tuesday, November 22  

Lots of fun and interesting activities are being planned for the Fall 
Senior High Youth Overnight Retreat on Tuesday evening, No-
vember 22, after the pie portion of Praise & Pie (so, 8-ish) until 
9:30 am pickup time the following morning. Join us for hilarity, 
service to others, friendship, and (not that much) sleep! 
RSVP by November 19 using the link in the post for this event 
on our website under “Upcoming Events”, which you can access 
from the dropdown menu under the “Events” tab at the top on 
our main page. 
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LOOKING AHEAD: 
Winter Celebration for  High Schoolers 
January 27-29, 2023  

Winter Celebration will take place Friday, January 27 through 
Sunday, January 29. More information about how to register will 
be on our website soon, be on the lookout late in 2022 for regis-
tration forms. 
Winter Celebration is our annual weekend retreat for youth 
in 9th through 12th grade, as well as their adult advisors. 
We have Large Group gatherings that consist of singing, energy, 
comedy, worship and presentations on our event theme. After 
Large Group gatherings, participants gather in Small Groups 
and get to know other Lutheran youth from Virginia and discuss 
life, faith and other topics that arise throughout the weekend. 
On Saturday afternoon there is Free Time during which partici-
pants can continue to build relationships and have fun. Our an-
nual Talent Show is a great time to support your friends as well 
as show off a unique talent. 
In the evenings you will relax in your Cottage and gather with 
other youth and adults from your congregation, and other con-
gregations, to talk about how the weekend is going. 
Early Registration ends Dec. 19, 2022! 

We hope to see you there! 
 
 
 
The Rev. Dave Delaney 
Director for Youth & Young Adult Ministry 
delaney@vasynod.org 
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SPIRITUALITY 
GRIEF, GRACE, AND GROWTH  

By Pastor Michael Church 

Pastor Terri and I went to the beach with a hundred of our dear col-
leagues last month. We did not go swimming or sunbathing though, 
since it was October. Instead, we listened to a woman with incurable 
cancer talk about her faith. 
In 2008, Deanna Thompson 
was a wife and mother, as well 
as a professor of religion at 
Augsburg College. After her 
back began to ache, she was 
found to have a series of bro-
ken bones in her spine. This 
was unusual enough – but the 
doctors could not explain why these bones had broken. Tests followed, 
and the results were harrowing. 
She had breast cancer. It was Stage IV already, and while it could be 
treated, it would never go away. 
In the years since, as Dr. Thomson has lived with this disease, she has 
reflected deeply on the spirituality of bodies, of illness, of grief and of 
hope. Her official subject, in a series of lectures to the Gathering of the 
Ministerium at Virginia Beach, was “Being the Church in an Age of 
Pandemic.” The topic is an important one. The last few years have 
marked the greatest disruption of week-to-week church life in Ameri-
can history.  Many of us, especially in leadership positions, are con-
fused, exhausted, and even frightened. 
What set Dr. Thompson’s remarks apart from the usual pablum spoon-
fed to church leaders, in which we are encouraged to expect miracu-
lous reversal of unfortunate circumstances if only we adopt some writ-
er’s new program, is that everything she said was permeated with her 
own sobering reality.  
In particular, Dr. Thomson pointed out that people with cancer often 
feel pressure – from friends, family, and even physicians – to tell their 
stories in positive ways, to describe it as a heroic fight, a battle against 
an invading enemy. The problem, she said, is that in cases like her 

Christianity 
says, “I see 
your sorrow.” 
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own, calling the course of terminal illness a “fight” means that you will 
inevitably lose.  
It seems to me that we Americans, out of optimism or denial or both, 
treat grief and loss as enemies to be overcome. “Buck up,” we say to a 
person who is suffering, as though they had chosen to suffer and could 
now choose not to. “You’ll get over it,” people sometimes tell a griev-
ing widow.  But in what possible universe do we expect a person to 
“get over” the loss of the person they have loved most in their entire 
life? It is cruel even to ask. 
On the contrary, the ancient Christian tradition was always to 
acknowledge the reality of suffering. Instead of “Buck up,” or “you’ll 
get over it,” traditional Christianity says things like, “I see your sorrow, 
and am here with you.” There is a whole book of the Bible called 
Lamentations! 
Trauma, as Dr. Thomson re-
marked, is at the heart of the 
Christian story. And what image is 
more beloved by old-time Christi-
anity than Mary at the foot of the 
Cross, not denying the reality of 
her son’s death, not turning away 
from it nor even seeking to be 
consoled – but simply weeping? 
This does not mean we have to 
weep forever. Mary went home 
with the Beloved Disciple, and 
tradition tells us that they devoted 
their lives to the Gospel and to 
each other. Dr. Thomson remind-
ed us that the Resurrection is real, 
and our hope – her own hope – is 
real as well.  
The challenge facing those of us who dare to hope for the future, 
though, is to avoid the temptation to jump ahead.  Instead, wisdom 
counsels us to be here now, wherever “here” may be. Our paradoxical 
call is to embrace the moment, with all its uncertainty, even while we 
look to the horizon in expectation of God’s new day. 
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THINGS LUTHER SAID 
Martin Luther wrote an enormous amount. His Biblical commentaries alone take 
up many shelves. Not only that, but his friends and students copied down many of 
his off-hand remarks, made during meals prepared by Frau Katie at the rooming 
house they operated together.  As a result, he is among the most-quoted figures in 
history.  Here are few memorable examples: 
 

For Christ is Joy and Sweetness to a broken heart. Christ is a 
Lover of poor sinners, and such a Lover that He gave Himself 
for us. Now if this is true, and it is true, then we are never justi-
fied by our own righteousness. 

--Commentary on Galatians 
 

There is no better service to God than Christian love, which 
helps and serves the needy.” 

--Preface to an Ordinance of the Common Chest.” 

If [private confession and forgiveness] were clearly taught, 
Christians would rejoice and act like poor miserable beggars 
who hear that a rich gift of money or clothes is being given out 
at a certain place … and they would run there as fast as they 
could so as not to miss the gift. 

--The Large Catechism 
 

THINGS LUTHER DIDN’T SAY 
But, as Abraham Lincoln once remarked, “not everything on the Internet is 
true.” Many remarks attributed to him are things he simply did not say.  For ex-
ample, he did NOT say: 
 

If I knew the world would end tomorrow, I would plant a tree. 
--This remark first shows up in books published after WWII. 

 
Whoever drinks beer is quick to sleep; whoever sleeps long, 
does not sin; whoever does not sin, enters Heaven! Thus, let us 
drink beer! 

--Luther did indeed like beer (his wife brewed her own), but this re-
mark is from a 1658 book on false logic. 
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SERVICE 
SOCIAL MINISTRY ACTIVITIES 
August 2022 
OSLC On-Site Ministry: 

• Bags of Food:  18 
• Bags of Cleaning & Per-

sonal Items: 22 
• Gas Gift Cards:  26 

People Helping People: (Sept.) 
• $ 15,526 for rent, mortgage, 

motels, and utilities  
• $ 17,550 total income (in-

cludes Kortlandt Grant)  
• Assisted:  

• 41 households 
• 45 adults  
• 50 children  

OSLC volunteer hours — 57 

THANKSGIVING LUNCHEON 
For (and With) Warrenton Manor Residents 

ECHO (Experienced Christians Helping Ourselves and Others) is having 
a Thanksgiving Dinner for the Warrenton Manor Residents on Wednes-
day, November 9, 2022, at 11:00 am.  
ECHO and the church extend a very gracious thank you to everyone 
who has offered to supply food items for this event. Food items can be 
dropped off at the church the day before (by 3pm) or you can bring 
your dish(es) directly to Warrenton Manor between 10 and 10:30 
am on that morning.  
Reach out to Jana Frieslander with any questions about this event and 
how you may still be able to help by getting her contact information 
from the church office.  
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CONNECTIONS

PRAISE AND PIE
Following our Thanksgiving service, please join us as we enjoy fel-
lowship over delicious PIES! Enjoying pie together after the Thanks-
giving worship is a time-honored tradition at OSLC. Let’s gather to-
gether to give thanks for all our blessings and celebrate the begin-
ning of the holiday season as we prepare for Advent. 
Join us for a service of Thanksgiving on Tuesday, November 22 at 
7 pm. Immediately after the service, we will have sweet pie for des-
sert with coffee and other beverages. But don’t worry if you’re not a 
baker, you can always buy a pie and bring it. Or, if you are unable to 
do either, please still plan on joining us as we’ll have enough for all!  
If you can lend a hand with setup or cleanup, please let us know that 
as well. Questions? Contact Tamar Yager or Jana Fries-lander 
with the Fellowship Committee using your church directory or by 
getting their information through the church office. 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
Saturday, November 5 at 4:00pm 

Our Saviour’s Prayer Shawl Ministry provides handmade blankets 
and shawls for the pastors to use in baptisms and to give to those 
in need of comfort during care visits. The knotted or crocheted 
items are tangible reminders of God’s love and of the recipients’ 
connection to a community of faith.  
This group welcomes everyone with an interest in the ministry re-
gardless of your experience in the fiber arts and meets the first Sat-
urday of the month at 4pm in the church’s library – with comfy seat-
ing for crafting and connecting.  
If you are not already a part of the Prayer Shawl Ministry but would 
like to be or want to learn more about this meaningful ministry, 
please contact Emily Ashby through the OSLC Church Directory or 
contact the church office by emailing office@oslc-warrenton.org or 
calling (540) 347-3224. And if your spirit is willing but you are a 
novice to the crafts, we can help you learn! 
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CONGREGATION MEETING 
November 6 at 11:30 

After the last ser-
vice of All Saints 
Sunday, we will 
gather as a con-
gregation to eat 
and drink, to pray, 
and then to dis-
cuss the shape of 
our life together.  
One important topic will be the Ministry Spend-
ing Plan for 2023. This Plan, under construction 
right now by the Finance Committee, is a decla-
ration of our priorities for ministry, and guides 
Council and committee decision-making through 
the year. 
There are also some minor amendments to our 
constitution to consider.  
Please don’t miss this meeting! 
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COUNCIL NEWS   
COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 
from October 2022  

At the October 13, 2022, meeting, Council spent much time 
in prayer for and deliberation of the church finances and on 
the Ministry Spending Plan to be voted on during the No-
vember Congregational Meeting. I want to assure you that 
nothing is being proposed lightly; these matters were given 
serious thought.  
There was a report and discussion of the church roof, which 
has developed many leaks and will need to be replaced. 
 We also worked on the agenda for the November Congre-
gational Meeting.  
Due to the length of time considering these issues, other 
items were deferred until the next month’s Council Meeting.  
 

God's Love to All, 

Jerry 
Jerry Hoke 
Council President 

 



15 

FINANCE 
Bonnie	McQuillan	is	our	Church	Treasurer

FINANCE	CORNER	
Third Quarter Income and Expenses 

(General Operating Budget) 

TOTAL	
OFFERING	

TOTAL	
EXPENDITURES	

JULY	2022	 $			33,639	 $			32,873	
AUGUST	2022	 $			40,260	 $			32,398	
SEPTEMBER	2022	 $			29,863	 $		36,338	

YTD	 $	294,003	 $	314,961	

AVERAGE MONTHLY OFFERING NEEDED: Our expenses for 
2022 have been averaging ~$35,000/month with income only av-
eraging $32,700/month. 
While it is so helpful that our property is totally paid for, upkeep 
is not inexpensive. While the Property Committee was looking in-
to replacing the roof and the major expense involved in that, the 
HVAC unit in the administrative assistant’s office could not be 
saved and thus had to be replaced ($2,200). While all this was 
happening, the Finance Committee was preparing the Ministry 
Spending Plan for 2023 to take to the Council in October, and to 
the Congregation on November 6. So, please come and let us 
hear your opinions before we vote on next year’s spending. Not 
the easiest year, but we will get through it with the help of Our 
Lord. 
Your donations to the Pastors’ Emergency Assistance Fund have 
been such a blessing to those in our community who are strug-
gling at this time. The number of people who survive by ours (and 
other organization’s gas cards) has more than doubled this year 
and we have been able to assist 2 families with housing expens-
es. This Fund is due to be replenished again with offerings from 
the Thanksgiving Tuesday service. Thank you in advance for your 
compassion and generosity!  




