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GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

For the musical setting of songs marked with “ELW”, look in the red Evangelical 
Lutheran Worship hymnal in the pew backs. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
The assembly stands. Remembering their baptism, all may make the sign of the cross. 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

The presiding minister may comment briefly on the service of the day, and then invites 
the assembly to confess. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 

The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness with these or similar words. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, 
and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 
in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

GATHERING SONG       Rise, O Sun of righteousness      ELW 657 
Stanzas 1, 4 & 5 Only 

1 Rise, O Sun of righteousness; 
 with your might creation bless. 

Shine upon your church today, 
showing all your gentle way. 
Have mercy, Lord. 
 
(Song continued next page →) 
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4 Burst the bars of stubborn pride; 
make the heav'nly pathway wide. 
Raise us up from sin and death 
with your Spirit's living breath. 
Have mercy, Lord. 

 
5 Honor, praise, and glory be 

to the holy Trinity! 
May your gracious will be done: 
make us one, as you are one. 
Have mercy, Lord.   

Text: Christian David, et al.; tr. Frank W. Stoldt, b. 1958 
Text © 2003 Augsburg Fortress. 

APOSTOLIC GREETING     (2 Corinthians 13:14) 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

KYRIE:   from All Creation Sings, Setting 12               
All sing after a brief organ introduction. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE: Gloria in Excelsis         (ELW Setting 4) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 

Let us pray.  [A brief silence is kept before the prayer.] 

Holy God, our righteous judge, daily your mercy surprises us with everlasting 
forgiveness. Strengthen our hope in you, and grant that all the peoples of the earth 
may find their glory in you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

The assembly is seated. 

FIRST READING:   SIRACH 35:12-17 
12Give to the Most High as he has given to you, 
 and as generously as you can afford. 
13For the Lord is the one who repays, 
 and he will repay you sevenfold. 
 
14Do not offer him a bribe, for he will not accept it; 
 15and do not rely on a dishonest sacrifice; 
for the Lord is the judge, 
 and with him there is no partiality. 
16He will not show partiality to the poor; 
 but he will listen to the prayer of one who is wronged. 
17He will not ignore the supplication of the orphan, 
 or the widow when she pours out her complaint. 

The reading concludes:  

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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THE PSALM:   PS. 84:1-7 
1How dear to me is your dwelling, 
 O LORD of hosts! 
2My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the LORD; 
 my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God. 
3Even the sparrow has found a home, and the swallow a nest where she may lay  

her young, 
 by the side of your altars, O LORD of hosts, my king and my God. 
4Happy are they who dwell in your house! 
 They will always be praising you.  
5Happy are the people whose strength is in you, 
 whose hearts are set on the pilgrims’ way. 
6Those who go through the balsam valley will find it a place of springs, 
 for the early rains have covered it with pools of water. 
7They will climb from height to height, 
 and the God of gods will be seen in Zion.   

SECOND READING:  4:6-8, 16-18 
6As for me, I am already being poured out as a libation, and the time of my 
departure has come. 7I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have 
kept the faith. 8From now on there is reserved for me the crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous judge, will give me on that day, and not only to me 
but also to all who have longed for his appearing. 

 16At my first defense no one came to my support, but all deserted me. May it 
not be counted against them! 17But the Lord stood by me and gave me strength, so 
that through me the message might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might 
hear it. So I was rescued from the lion’s mouth. 18The Lord will rescue me from 
every evil attack and save me for his heavenly kingdom. To him be the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

The reading concludes:  
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

  



7 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

GOSPEL:     LUKE 18:9-14 

The holy gospel according to St. Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
9[Jesus] also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were 
righteous and regarded others with contempt:10“Two men went up to the temple 
to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11The Pharisee, standing by 
himself, was praying thus, ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people: 
thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12I fast twice a week; I 
give a tenth of all my income.’ 13But the tax collector, standing far off, would not 
even look up to heaven, but was beating his breast and saying, ‘God, be merciful 
to me, a sinner!’ 14I tell you, this man went down to his home justified rather than 
the other; for all who exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who humble 
themselves will be exalted.” 

The gospel concludes:  

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY    Just As I Am, Without One Plea     ELW 592 
1 Just as I am, without one plea, 
 but that thy blood was shed for me, 
 and that thou bidd'st me come to thee, 
 O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 

2 Just as I am, though tossed about 
 with many a conflict, many a doubt, 
 fightings and fears within, without, 
 O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 

3 Just as I am, thou wilt receive, 
 wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 
 because thy promise I believe, 
 O Lamb of God, I come, I come, 
 

4 Just as I am; thy love unknown 
 has broken ev'ry barrier down; 
 now to be thine, yea, thine alone, 
 O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

Text: Charlotte Elliott, 1789-1871 
The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 
all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things 
were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the 
Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the 
third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom 
will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
An assisting minister leads the prayers. 

In gratitude and humility, let us join together in prayer on behalf of all of God’s creation. 

A brief silence. 
God of mercy, you are in the midst of us and we are called by your name. Inspire 
your church to serve and love all people with the unceasing grace you extend to us. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

God of all creation, you formed a world where even the sparrow finds a home. 
Preserve the beauty and diversity of all creatures with whom we share the earth. 
Lead us to protect all living things. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

God of peace, you are an ever-present help in time of trouble. Rescue families and 
nations torn apart by violence and warfare, especially in Ethiopia and Ukraine. Unite 
all people in seeking reconciliation and peace. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
God of hope, you stand with the suffering and give strength. Comfort your people 
filled with fear or anger, anxiety or shame. Bring healing to all who are sick in body, 
mind, or spirit (especially). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

God of eternal life, to you be the glory forever. We give you thanks for all who have 
fought the good fight, finished the race, kept the faith, and now live with you.  We 
remember especially James of Jerusalem (and ...). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

With grateful hearts we commend our prayers to you, O God; through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. 
Amen. 

PEACE         (John 20:19, 21, 26) 
The ministers and assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be 
with you,” or similar words. The assembly is seated. 
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MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

OFFERING  
Let us offer back to God what God has first given us: our selves, our time, and our 
possessions, signs of God’s gracious love.  

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church. During this time, the table is set. 

DOXOLOGY 
As the offering is presented, we stand and sing.        (Old Hundredth) 

OFFERING PRAYER     
The assisting minister offers this or a similar prayer. 

Let us pray. [A brief silence] 
God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand 
in blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that we may come to the help 
of all in need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord. 
Amen. 
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DIALOGUE 
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks. 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave,   
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

SANCTUS          (Isaiah 6:3) 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
On behalf of the assembly, the presiding minister offers a sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the  

sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection and ascension, we await his coming 

in glory. 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share 

this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;  
To whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.  
Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
The presiding minister may introduce the Lord’s Prayer. 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as our Savior taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The presiding minister invites the assembly in the words of Psalm 34: 

Taste and see that the Lord is good.  
Happy are those who take refuge in him. 

The assembly may be seated. The bread may be broken for the communion. 
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COMMUNION 
All baptized Christians are welcome to receive Christ in his Supper. Those who do not 
receive may come forward with their arms crossed over their chest and receive a 
pastoral blessing. To learn about being baptized, please ask a pastor after service. 

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say: 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person may respond 
Amen. 

COMMUNION SONG:   Agnus Dei       (John 1:29) 
Assembly song and other music may accompany the communion. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assisting minister leads the  prayer after communion. 

Let us pray together. [A brief silence] 

Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of those whom 
you have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BLESSING 
The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

SENDING SONG      Praise to You, O God of Mercy       ELW 208 

1 Praise to you, O God of mercy: 
 thanks be to you forever! 
 Raising high the weak and lowly: 
 thanks be to you forever! 
 
2 From of old you loved and sought us: 
 thanks be to you forever! 
 Truth and justice you have taught us: 
 thanks be to you forever! 
 
Bridge 
 Strong is your faithfulness, 
 strong is your love, 
 rememb'ring your covenant of life with us. 
 
3 Praise to you, O God of mercy: 
 thanks be to you forever! 
 Raising high the weak and lowly: 
 thanks be to you forever! 
 Thanks be to you forever! 

Text: Now the Feast and Celebration, Marty Haugen, b. 1950 
Text © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All 

rights reserved. Used by permission. 

This song was originally composed by Marty Haugen for Now the Feast and Celebration, a setting of 
the Communion liturgy. The lyrics remind us, as we go out into the world, to be grateful for God’s 

faithful love and mercy towards us and to care for all in need, especially those who are weak and lowly. 
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DISMISSAL 
The assisting minister sends the assembly into mission. 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 
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Bible Readings 
for Daily Prayer 

These may be read by themselves or  
as part of the Matins and Vespers services. 

 

Monday 
Psalm 84:8-12 
1 Samuel 2:1-10 
1 Peter 4:12-19 
 

Tuesday 
Psalm 84:8-12 
Daniel 5:1-12 
1 Peter 5:1-11 
 

Wednesday 
Psalm 84:8-12 
Daniel 5:13-31 
Matthew 21:28-32 
 

Thursday  
Psalm 32:1-7 
Proverbs 15:8-11, 24-33 
2 Corinthians 1:1-11 

Friday  
Psalm 32:1-7 
Job 22:21—23:17 
2 Peter 1:1-11 
 

Saturday  
Psalm 32:1-7 
Isaiah 1:1-9 
John 8:39-47 
 

Sunday –  
Lectionary 31 
Isaiah 1:10-18 
Psalm 32:1-7 
2 Thessalonians 1:1-4,     

11-12 
Luke 19:1-10 
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